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A Syﬁem of ST O’CI\_-]OBBING‘.

. Proving that Scandalons Trade, asit is how carry’d

on, to be Knavith 1n its Private “Practices and
Treafon 1n 1ts Publick :

Being a clear Derection
1. Of the Privare Cheats uled to Deceive one ;anurﬁer

1I. Of their Arts 1o draw Innocent . 'Fam:lles u‘ito their
Snares, underftood by~ their: New TEflTh.Of Ari (viz.)

(bemg let iuto the Secree, ) .

T11."Of - their, :Raifing and Sprc‘idlng Falfe News 10
Ground-the Rifeor -Fall of Srocks upon.

1V. Of their Joyning.with Trayrorsin Raifing and Pro-
pagating Treafonable Rumours to Terrify and Difcou-

rage the .People- with Apprchcnﬁans of the Enemies
ro the Governmicent,

V. Of their Improving: thnfc Rumours, to make a Run
upon the Banky and Ruin publick Credi.

VI. Of the dangerous Confequences of their Prallifes

to the Government, and the Neceilfoy there is 1o Re-
gulate or Supprefs them

K|

To whicli is added,
Some Characters of the moft Emmcnt Perfons ¢oncern’d

now, and for fome Years paft, in Carrying -on this
Perniclons Trade.

By a FTOBBER.

LONDON: Printed for I, Smith near Exchange-
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THE

ANATOMY

OF

Exchange Alley, &c.

S BV ) HE General Cry againft
BiwaE 1AW Stock-Jobbing has been fuch,
@nge] and People have been fo
§ long, and fo juftly Com-
S ibkeitisay plaiming of 1t as a publick
SZFAIRNEAE] Nufance, and which is flill
worfe, have complained fo long without a Re-
medy, that the Jobbers, harden’d in Crime,
are at laft come to exceed all bounds, and now,
§ 1t
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if ever, {leeping Jultice will awake, and take
{uvme Notice of them, and if it thould not now,
yet the diligent Creatures are {o fteddy to them-
felves, thar they will fome time or other, make

it abfolutely neceflary to the Government to
demolith them.

I kisow they upon all Occafions laugh at the
Suggeftion, and have the Pride to think it 1m-
practicable to reftrain them ; and one of the
top of the Fun&ion the other Day, when I ca-
fually told him, That it they went on, they
wou’'d make it abfolutely neceflary to the Le-
giflature, to fupprefs them, return’d, That he
believ'd it was as abfolutely neceflary for them
to do 1t now, asever it could be ; But how will
they do it ? “Tis unpofhble, faid he, but if
the Government takes Credit, their Fundsfhould
come to Market : a2nd while there 1s 2 Market
we will buy and {ell 5 there 15 no effeCtual way
in the World, fays he, to fupprefs us but thig,
viz. That the Governiment fhould firft pay all
the publick Debts, redeem all the Funds, and
diffolve all the Charters, viz. Bank, South-Sea,
and Faff-India, and buy nothing upon Truit,
and then, indeed, fays lie, they need not hang
the Stock-Jobbers, for they will be apt to hang
them{=lves,

I muft
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I muft confefs, I in partagree that this is an
effetual way, but I ain far from thinking it
the only way to deal with a Confederation of
Ulfurers, who having fold the whole Nation to
Ufury, keep the Purfe-Strings of Poor and

Rich in their Hands, which they open and fhut
as they pleals.

But before I come to the needful ways for
reftraining thofe People, I think 'twill be of
fome Service to expofe their Pralices to com-
mon view, that the People may {ee a little
what kind of Dealers they are.

¢

And firft, they have this peculiar to them, and
in which they out do all the particular pieces
of publick Knavery that ever I met with in the
World, viz. That they have nothing to {ay for
it themfelves; they have, indeed a particular
Stock of hard Ware, as the Braziers call it, in
their Faces, to bear them out in it ; but i1f yon
talk to them of their Occupation, there 15 not
a Man but will own, ‘tis a compleat Syftenr
of Knavery ;that 'tis a Trade founded 1n Fraud,
born of Deceit, and nourifhed by Trick, Cheat,
Wheedle, Forgeries, Falfhoods, and all forts
of Dalufions; Coining falfe News, this way
good, that way bad; whifpering imaginary
b 2 ‘Yerrors,
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Tcrm;,, Frights, Hopes, Expetations, and
then preving upon the Weaknefs of tholfe,
witofe Imaginations they have wrought upon,
whem they have either elevated or deprefs'd.
It they meet with a Cull, a young Dealer
ti:at his Money to lay out, they catch him at
he Door, whilper to him, Str, here is a great
rizceof Wews, 1t is not yet pubth, it 1s worth
a Thoufind Guineas but to mention it: I am
beardily glad I met you, but it mult be as fe-
cret 2s s the black fide of your Soul, for they

know nothing of 1t yet in the Coffee Houfe,
ifthey fhould, Stock would rife 10 per Cent. in
2 memeni, and I warrant you South-Sea will
2 132 in 2 Week's Time, aftar it 1s known.
ell, fays the weak Creature, prethee dear
T what 1s 1t? Why really Sir I will let you
219 the Seeret, upon your Honour to keep it till
veu hear 1t from other Hands 4 Why tis this,
Th: P cterder is certainly taken and 1S carried
Prifoner to the Caftle of Afillan, there they have
him falt ; 1 aflure you, the Government had
an Expreis of 1t from my Lord $t —— s within
this Hour. Are you fure of it {ays the Fith,who
sumys eargely into theNet? Sure of 1t} why
if youwill take yourCoach and goup to the Se-
rerzrics Office, youmay be fatisfied of it your
‘!-Li and ke down again 1n Two Hours, andin
: the
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the mean time I will be doing fomething, the’
it is but a little, till you return,

Away gres the Gudgeon with his Head full
of Wildfire, and a Squib in his Brain, and co-
ming to the Place, meetsa Croney at the Door,
who ignorantly confirms the Report, and fo
fets fire to the Mine; for indeed the Cheat
came too far to be baulkt at home : So that
without giving himfelf Time to confider, he
hurries back full of the Deluiions, dreaming of
nothing but of getting a Hundred Thoufand
Pounds, or purchafe Two 5 and even this Mo-

ney was to be gotten only upon the Views of
his being before-hand with other People.

In this Elevation, he meets his Broker, who
throws more Fire-works into the Mine, and
blows him up to {o fierce an Inflamation, that
he employs him inftantly to take Guineas to
accept Stock of any Kind, and almoft at any
Price ; for the News being now publick, the
Artifts made their Price vpon him. In a
Word, having accepted them for Fifty Thou-
fand Pounds morc than he is able to pay,
the Jobher has got an Eftate, the Broker 2 or
300 Guineas, and the Efguire remains at Lei-
fure to {ell his Coach and Horfes, his fine Seat
and rich Furniture, to make good the Defici-

€ HC}"
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ency of his Bear-Skins, and at laft, when all

will not go through it, he muft give them a
Bruth for the reft.

There are who tell us, that the Exchange.
Allzy Improvements made upon the News of
the Pretender’s being taken, were part of the
Plot, that the late Earl of Afar having concerted
the Voyage of Vogbera, and how and in what
Manger the Report of the Pretender’s being
there fhould fpread, who it {hould ainufe, and
how at one Blow 1t fhould fpread Eaft to V-
enna, and North-Weft to Paris, and fo on;
forgot not to contriveit, asat once{hould ferve
Political Ends in Italy and at Vienmna : So on
the other hand, it fhould not fail to ferve a
private View 1n Exchange-Alley, and at the
fame time that he deceiv’d fome of the Whiggs
who he ow'd a hearty Grudge to for fhrew’d
Turns at Preflon and Dumblain, he might alfo
raife a Tax upon them towards the incident
Charges of his wandring Circumitances.

I do not averr this Story to be true, butthe
Concert is fo exa&, and the Nature of 1t {o
agiczable 1o the Stock-jobbing Art, nay and
to the Artifts alfo, whofe Correfpondents are
very punctual, efpecially fince 1t is faid, that
Mr. T s chief Agent was formerly my

Lord
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Lord M — r’s Broker ; that I won’t affirm it
may be true 5 but thisI will venture to fay of
it, That 1f we are often ferved thus, the Pre-
tender may very eafily raife a Hundred Thoufand
Pound a Year in Exchange-Alley, for the carry.
ing on an Invafion, and lay the Tax wholly
upon his Enemies the Whigs; which, by the
way, I leave them to confider of.

But now that I may make good the Charge
(viz,) that the whole Art and Myftery 1s a
meer Original Syftem of Cheat and Delufion
I muft let you fee too, that this Part of the
Comedy may very well be call’d, A Bite for
the Biter  for which 1 muft go back to the
Broker and his Gudgeon. The Money’d Gen-
tleman finding himfelf let into the Secret in-
deed, and that he was bitten to the Tune of
30000 I. worfe than nothing. After he had
unhappily paid as far as his ready Money
wou’d go, of which Piece of Honelty they fay
he has heartily repented, axd is in Hopes all that
come after bim will forgive bim for the fake of what
follow’d, {topt thort, as he might well, you'll
fay, when his Money was all gone, and be-
thinks himfelf, What am I a doing! I have paid
away all this Money like a Fool; [ was
drawn in like an Afs, by the eager Defire of
Biting my Neighbours to a vaft Sum, and I

have
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have been Fool enouzh in that, but I have been
ten Thouand times a worfe Fool, to pay a Groat
of the Money, efpecially fince I knew I could
not pay it all : Befides, who but I would have
forgot the Nature of the Thing I was dealing
in, and of the People I was dealing with ;
why, is it not all a meer Body of Xnavery ?
Ts not the whole Dodtrine of Stock-Jobbing a
Science of Fraud? And are not all the Dealers,
meer Original Thieves and Pick-Pockets ? Nay,
do they not own it themfelves? Have nor 1
heard T. 7. B.0O. and %.8. a thouland times
fay they know their Employment was a Branch
of Highway Robbing, and only differd in

wo things, Firff in Degree, (viz.) that it was
ten Thoufand times worfe, more remorfelefs,
more void of Humanity, done without Necel-
{iry, and committed upen Fathers, Brothers,
Viidows, Orphans, and 1ntumate Friends;
in ail which Cafes, Highwaymen, generally
touch'd with Remorfz, and affected with Prin-
ciples of Humarity and Generofity, ftop {hort
a:1d choofz to prey upon Strangers only.  Se-
codly in Danger, (viz.) that thefe rob {ecure-
ly; the other, with the uwmoft Rifque that
th: Highwaymen run, at the Hazard of their
Lives, being fure to be hang’d firft or laft,
vwhereas thefe 1ob oaly at the Hazard of their
Rerutation which is generally loft before they

begin,
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begin, and of their Souls, which Trifle is not
worth the mentioning. Have I not, 1 fay,
heard my Broker, Mr....... . fay all this,
and much more? And have I not alfo heard
him fay, ¢ That no Manr was obliged to make
‘ good any of their Exchange-Alley Bargains,
‘ unlefs he pleafed, and unlefs he was in hafte
{ to part with his Money, which indeed I am
 not: And has not all the Brokers and Job-
¢ bers, when they have been bitten too hard,
¢ faid the fame thing, and refufed to pay’?

~ ¢ Pray, how much did Old Cudworth, b,
“C....p..- .1, and Mr. Goo.....g Emi-
¢ nent Jobbers, Monarchsin their Days of Ex-
¢ change-Alley, break for ? And how much did
¢ they ever pay ? One, if I miftake not, com-
¢ pounded at laft for one Penny per Pound,
¢ and the other Two for fomething lefs’.

¢ InaWord, they are all 2 Gang of Rogues
¢ and Cheats, and I'll pay none of them : Be-
“ fides, my Lawyer, Sir Thomas Subtle, tells
‘° me, there’s not a Man of them dares fue me
“ No, tho' I bad 1o Proteltion to flye to, and he
¢ ftates the Cafe thus:

¢ You have Sir (Jfays Subtle) contralled to

¢ accept of Stock at a high Price 5 Eaff-India at
C ‘220

2
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¢ »35, Bank at 160, South-Sea 120, and the
“ lhike. Fery well, they comée to put 1t upon
¢ you, the Stock being fince fallen ; tell them

¢ you cannot take it yet : If they urge your
¢ Contra&t, and demand when you will take

¢ it, tell them, you will take 1t when you
¢ think fit.

< If they [wageer, call Names, as Rogue;
¢ Cheat, and the like, tell them, as to that,
© you are all of a Fraternity; there 1s no
¢ great Matter 1n it, whether you Cheat them,
¢ or they Cheat you; ’tis as it happensin the
° Way of Trade, that it all belongs to the
 Craft; and as the Devil’s Broker, #¥biffon,
¢ {aid to Parfon Giffard, tell them you are all
of a Trade: lf they Rage, and tell you the
Devil will have you, and {uch as that; tc#
< thom, they thould let the Devil and youalone
to agree about that,’tis none of their Bufi-
nefs; But when he comes for you, tell them
you would advife them to keep out of the Wayp,

or get a DProtedfion, asyou have got againft
them.

¢ After this, it is fuppofed they will fue you
at Law, then leave 1t to me, I'll hang them
up for a Year or Two 1n our Courts ; and if
ever 10 that time the Stock comes up to the

¢ Price,
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¢ Price, we will tender the Money 11 Court, de-
‘ mand the Stock, and Saddle the Charges of
¢ the Suit upon them ; let them avoid it if they
¢ can.

¢ This is my Lawyer’s Opinion, Jfays be to
¢ bimfelf, and I'll follow it to a Tittle, and fo
we are told he has, and I do not hear that
¢ gne Stock- Jobber has begun to fue him yet,
¢ or intends it, nor indeed dare they do 1t.

This Experiment indeed may teach Under-
ftanding to every honeft Man that falls into
the Clutches of thefe mercilefs Men, call’d
Stock-Jobbers; and I give the World this
Notice, that in fhort, not one of their Exchasge-
Alley Bargains, need be otherwife than thus
complied with; and let thefe Buyers of Beay-
fkins remember 1t; not a Man of them dare
go to Common-Law to recover the Conditions ;
nor 1s any Man oblig’d, further than he thinks
himfelf oblig'd in Principle, to make good
ene of his Bargains with them ; how far Prin-
ciple will carry any Man to be juft to 2 com.
mon Cheat, that has drawn him into 2 Snare, [
do not indeed know ; but I cannot fuppofe
‘twill go a very great Length, where there is {5
ciear, {o plain, and fo legal a Door to get out
al. ‘ '

C 2 | It
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It maft be confefs'd, that if the projefted
Story of the taking the Pretender was afled in
Concert between Romz and Exchange- Alley,
between my Lord Alarr, and a certain Broker,
as Fame reports, either the Broker is the De-
vil of a Jacobite, or my Lord the Devil of 2
Broker ; it muft be ackaowledg'd ’twas a far

fatch’d Trick, and anfwer'd the End in Ez—
change moft admirably.

Nor can all the World tell us any other End
that 1t could anfwer, for asto the Pretences of
deluding the Imperialifts on- Shore, or the
Britifh Men of War at Sea, and {o the better
to facilitate the Efcape of the Pretender to
Spairz, 1 undertake to proye, that this is ab-
furd and ridicelous, for the Pretender was Em-
bark'd at {Vetwnma, and gone away to Sea thir-
teen Days at leaft,  before this Whim of Pe0ple
taken at Pogherz wastalk’d of.

As to the Amufements among the Courts af
Viemps, Paris and London, they amounted to
nothing at all, anfwerd no End, neither
prompted any Defign on one hand, or hindred
any Thing on the other : In 2 Word, we may
challenge the World, to tell us any one Turn
that was ferv'd by it, or End anfwer’d by it,
but this in Exchange- Allzy, - Nor
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Nor was this {o inconfiderable a Defign, as
not to be worth while to form fuch a ]ugg]e
tho’ a great way off'; and asfaroff asit is, if
we may believe the Report of thofe who re-
member the Machines and Contrivances of that
Original of Stock-Jobbing, Sir Foftub Child,
There are thofe who tell us, Letters have beep
order'd, by private Management, to be writ-
ten from the Eafl-Indies, with an Account of
the Lofs of Ships which have been arriv’d
there, and the Arrival of Ships loft ; of War
which the Great Aogul, when they have beep
in perfe@ Tranquility, and of Peace with
the Great Mogul, when he has come down
againft the Fa&ory of Bengale with One Hun-
dred Thoufand Men, juft as it was, thought
proper to calculate thofe Rumours for the
Raifing and Falling of the Stock, and when
it was for his Purpofe to buy cheap, or fzil
dear. S

1t would be endlefs to give an Account of
the Subtilties of that Capital Che....t, when
he had a Defign to Bite the whole Exchange -
As he was the leading Hand to the Market, o
e kept it in his Power to fct the Price to all
the Dealers. The Subjelt then was chiefly the
Eaft-India Stack, tho’ there were other Stocks

on
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on foot too, tho' fince funk to nothing ; fuch as
the Hudfon's-Bay Company, the Liunen Manu-
facture Stock, Paper Stock, Sale-Petre Stk ond
others, all at this Day worle than rnorhiug,
tho’ fome of themn then Jobbd up to 350 per
Cent. as the two firit in parricular.

But the Eaff-India Stcck was the main Point,
every Man's Eye, when he came to Market,
was upon the Brokers, who acted for Siv Fujiab
Does Sir Faftab Sell or Buy ? It Sir Fofiab had
a Mind to buy, the firft thing he did was o
Commiflion his Brokers to look fower, fhake
their Heads, fuggeft bad News from Iudia,
.and at the Bottom it follow’d, I have Com-
miflion from Sir Fofuap to {ell out whatever |
can, and perhaps thy would adtually fell Ten,
perhaps Twenty Thoufand Pound ; immediate-
ly the Excbange (for they were not then come
2o the Alley) was full of Sellers; no Body
eould buy a Shilling, *till perhaps the Stock
would fall Six, Seven, Eight, Ten per Cent,
fometimes more ; then the Cunning Jobber had
another Sett of Men employ'd on purpofe to buy,
but with Privacy and Caution, all the Stock
they could lay their Hands on, ’till by felling
Ten Thoofand Pound, atFour or Five per Cent.
loft, hewould buy a Hundred Thoufand Pound
Smck, at Ten or Twelve per Cent. under Price .

and
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qnd in a few Weeks by juft the contrary Me-
thod, fet them all a buying,and then {ell them

their own Stock again at ten or twelve per Cent,
Profit,

Thefe honeft Methods laid the Foundation,
we will not {ay of a fine great Stone Houfe, op
a certain Foreft, but it certainly laid the Foun-
dation of an Opulent Family, and initiated the
Croud of Jobbers into that dexterity in trick-
ing and cheating one another, which to this

day they are the greateft Proficients in, that
this part of the World ever faw,

To come a little nearer home, We had ano-
ther Gentleman, who, iroma fmall Beginning,

came to leave, as they fay who [peak of the leaft,
2a5occo L. behind him, and yet did not die an

old Man neither. This Knight, to avoid gs
much as poflible, RefleCtions upon the Afhes
of the Dead, added to the former Craft, that of
bringing fudden News into Exchange- 4lley, cal-
calated 1o the Wagers he had to lay, ortoany
he had to hedge off, and by this gain’d immenfe
Sums of Money, (were he living I fhould give it
an harder Name.,) Why fhould it be thought fo
{trange, that my Lord Afarr and his Broker

fhould trump up a Story from Italy, fend 2
Sett of Poft-Chaifes with Gentlemen in Dift

guife,
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guifz, out of the way of all Road, to be taken
up in the Alilanzfe, and {ent to the Caftle,
and then fend word to a Great Man in England,
whois a BELIEVER, that it was the Pre-
tender, and all this to raife the Price of Stocks,
znd put it upon the Whiggs., 1 fay, Why
fhould this be more {trange than that Sir H——
F f¢ in the late King W:lliag’s Reign, was
able to maintain fuch a conftant Intelligence
in Holland, Flamders, Germany, Ireland, &c.
that be feveral times brought the King
Accounts of Battles fought, Viflories won,
‘Towns taken, {c. beifore the {wifteft Exprefles
of the King’s own Servants and Generals, could
arrive; and had ence a Diamond Ringof 500/
aiven him by the King for his early News.

By this exatly concerted Intelligence, he
then knew how to turn the Wagers (a fort of
Tobbing then in Mode, and which grew {o -
famous that they were at length oblig'd to fup-
rrefs it by A&t of Parliament) which way he
pleafed ; and by which he got animmenfe Sum
of Morey. How often did the Gentleman run
dewn true News as if it had been falfe, and
runupfalfe News as 1f 1t had been true, by the
Force of his Foreign Intelligencers, how often
coin Reports of great Actions to ferve a Turns;
it 1s too late a Trick to be forgot, by many
that were bit by 1t to the Bone. It
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In a word, the putting falfe News upon us, .
1z nothing -but an old Trade. reviv'd, tho’ it
mult be confefs'd, this of the Pretender hag
been a Mafter-Piece, and the worthy Projector
who has the Credit of it, muft pafs for a dex-
trous Manager as any the Univerlity of Ex-
change-Alley, has bred up for 30 Years paft.

It had allo one Particular in:it;-for which
it was very remarkable ; Sham Reports, Falfe
News, Foreign Letters, €. are Things: that
have been often trumpt uponus, as-above, and
the Town have been not long ago cheated to a
oood round Sum that Way : But then they have
been {foon detefted; the Morning News has
been fet to - tights in the Afternocon, or the
Evening’s Heat has cool’d by Morning : But
this Trick had a fatal Duration, for it held us
near a Fortnight in 2 firm Perfwafic on.of the
Thing’; and even then it continued, but fufpe&ed

only for fome time longer, and wasyet longer
before it was folly detefted, and even at laft
it was hardly conquered till the Jacobites laught
s out of it, and the Pretender was look’d for

nearer Home.

The Affurance with which it was carry ’d a.

iaout the feveral Places from whence it was
D writ-
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written, made it fo effectually be fwallow'd
down, that really People faw no room to que-
ftion the Truthof it for g great while, “Twas
written from Rome, trom Eeghorn, from Genoa,
trom Turin, and from Daris 3 Nay, ’twaseven

believ’d at Court, and almoft every where
elfe. -

Eanif re Fraud ! who could have believed

..i...i-l.

to Rome, agreed to there: and executed in fuch

a Mam}er as to cheat not the Town only, bua
211 Europe. .

- The Authority that evegy one found at-
tended the Report, fupported 1t fo thal: it po{?-
££5°d us all, even thofewhofz Concern for the
Falt extorted Tears from them were not un-
deceivid. Thus the Huckflers had Time 1o

play their Game, and they made Hay.. wmle‘
the Sun fhone; for it we may believe Cannnan

Fame, Bargains, Contrals and Agreemerts for
Stocks, Bear-Skinsincluded, amounted tn that
time to foine Hundred Thoufands of Peunds
nay, fome fiy to Fwo Millions and better,

molt of which was to the Lofs of the Belicving
Vartv.

-Buad
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But what Tricking, what. Fraud; what lay-
ing Plots as deep as Hell, and. as::far as the
ends of the Earth is here » What cheating of
Fathers, and Mothets, and Brothers, gulling
Widows, Orphans, couzening the moft Wary,
and plundering the Unwary ? And how much
meaner Roberies than thefe bring the Friend-
lefs even to the Gallows every Seffions ? |

But I muft not ftop here, the Story of the
Pretender is over, that Trump is play'd, and
the artful Gamefter’s wanting a new Trick,
after having play’d {fo many already, that one
would think Invention was at an end, yet they

have found it out, and we are juft led into the
Secret.

Hicherto Craft and Knavery appears to be
their Method, but we fhall trace them now
a little further, and like true Huffars that plun-
der not the Enemy only, but their own Army,
as the Opportunity prefents ; fo thefe Men are

flow come to prey upon the Government it
felf.

Let us look into the late Lotteries, had not
a piercing Eye detected the Roguery, and not the
fall of other things taken off the Edgg of the Peo-

D2 ples
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ples Fancy for venturing, thefe Artifts had
brought up the Tickets to 16 s. a-piece ad-
vance, even before the A& was pafs’d, That
this could not be but by fecuring the Pofleilion
of all the Tickets i1n their own hands, ex-
cept fuch {elect Tickets as were not to come to
Market. I fay, that this could not be but by
Connivance, and this every one knows ; and
tkat this Connivance again could not be but
by fome higher People than thofe that were
nam’d to it thisalfo every one may know,
who they were 1s none of my Bufinefs to
enquire, tho' tis eafy to guefs, °Tis very hard
when our Statelmen come into a Confederacy
to bite the People, and when Dukes turn Stock-
Jobbers : Yet that tlus was done is moft cer-
taipn, and what was this but making a Proper-
ty of the Power that might be in their Hands,
the better to bite the People: For if the Par-
liament appointed sce,oce l. in Tickets to be
aiven out at a certain Rate that was low and
geafonable, was 1t not to encourage the People
on whem the reft of the National Burthen lies?
And 1t by the Craft and Knavery of Jobbers
the People are made to pay 6co,cco l for
them, which is much about the Cafe, pray why
not pay the Hundred Thoufand Pounds to the
Publick, either to pay off a Hundred Thou-

tand Pounds of Debr, or to make the Burthen
of
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of the current Year 2 Hundred Thoufand Pounds
lighter, of which 1 am {ure there 1s need enough.

It has been indeed our Happinefs, that g
worthy Member being inform’d of this abomi.
nable Cheat, detefted ir, and laid it betore the

Houfe ; upon which a Vote was paft to make
void all Bargains made for Tickets before the
A& was paft 5 fo the Biters were Bitten, and
a certain Sir George —-—— was oblig'd to re-

fund ; but the Roguery of the Defign was
never a Jot the lefs for that.

But the fatal Influences of this growing
Evil does not end here, and 1 muft trace
Stock-jobbing now to its new acquir'd Capacicy
of intermeddling with the Publick, aflifting
Rebellion, encouraging Invafion; and if I do
not bring the Stock-jobbers, even the Whigs
among them, to be guilty of Treafon againft
their King and Country, and that of the worft:
Kind too, then I do nothing.

Had the Stock-jobbers been all Jacobites’ by
Profeffion, or had the Employment led them,
by the Neceility of their Bufinefs to put King
and Nation, and particularly their own, to Bar-
gain and Sale; and had the Selling of News
been their Property. and they had an Att of

Parlia-
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Farliament, or Patent, to entitle them to the
fole Privelege of 1mpofing what falfe Things
they pleafed on the People, I{hould have had
much the lefs Reafon to have complain’d of
their Roguery, and have rather turn’d my felf
to the reft of them People, who are the Sub-
et they work upon, and only have ftood at
Exchange- Ay End, anl cried out, Gentlemen,
bavz a Care of yowr Pockets.

Again, had 1t been a private Club, or
Society of Men, afting one among another,
had the Cheats, the Frauds, and the Tricks
they daily make ufe of, iz which the Euglifh
Kogus was a Fool to them, been praltisd upon
themfelves only ; and like Gamefters at a pub-
Yick Board, they had only play’d with thofe
that came there to play with them ; in this
Caflz alfo 1 fhould have held my Tongue, and
only put them in mind of an old Song ; every

Stainzz of which chim'd in with Tantararara,
Rogucs all, Rogues all.

But when we find this Trade become a Po-
litical Vice, a Publick Crime, and that as it is
now carried on, 1t appears dangerous to the
Publick, that when ever any Wickednefs is in
hand, any Mifchief by the worft of the Na-
tions Enemies upon the Wheel, the Stock-

Job-
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Jobbers are naturally made afliftant to 1¢, that
they become Abettors of Treafon, afliftant to
Rebellion and Invafion, then it 1s certéinly
time to {peak, for the very Employment be-
comes a Crime, and we are oblig'd to expofe a
Sort of Men, who are more dangerous than g
whole Nation of Enemies Abroad, an Evij
more formidable than the Peftilence, and in

their Practife more fatal to the Publick than an
Invafion of Spaniards.

It is faid by fome, that the principal Leaders
in the Jobbing Tradeat that Time, and at whom
moft pait of 'the Satyr in this Work ought to be
pointed, are Whigs, Members of Parliament,
and Friends to the Goverriment: and that

therefore 1 had beft have a Care of what I fay
of them.

My firft Anfwer 1s, So I will. I will have
n Care of them, and in the next Place let theny
have a Care of me; for if I thould fpeak the
whole Truth of fome of them, they might be
Whigs ; but I dare {uy, they would be neither
P.......men, or Friends to the Government
very long, and it is very hard his Magefty

{hould not be told what-kind of Friends to
him fuch Men are.

Be-
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Befides, I deny the Fact ; thele Men Friends
to the Government! Fefu Alarza! The Govern-
ment may be friendly to them 1In a manner
they do not deferve; but as to their being
Friends to the Government, that i1s no more
poflible than the Cardinal Albzron:, or the
Chzevalizr dz St. George are Friends to the Go-
vernment ; and therefore, without reflelling
upon Perfons, naming Names, or the like ;
¢here will bz no nezd of Namss, the Drefs will de-
Joribe them, 1 lay down this newfathion’d Propos
fition, or Poffulatum, take it which way you
plealz, that T will make 1t out by the Con-
foquences of what I am going to fay.

1. That Stcckl-jobbing, as it isnow prattis'd,
and a5 is generally underftood by the Word
Stock-jobbing, is neither lefs or more than

High-Treafon in its very Nature, and in its
Con{equences.

o. That the Stock-jobbers, who are gulty
of the Pradices I am going to detelt, are even-
tually Traytors to King George, and to his
Governmenr, Family and ‘Intereft, and to
their Country, and deferve to be ufed at leaft
as Confederates with Traytors, when ever

there are an ¥ Alarms ol In‘.’aﬁons, RebelliGDS,
9))
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or any fecret Practices againft the Government,
of what Kind {oever.

This 1s a black Charge, and boldly laid, and
ought therefore to be effeGually made out,
which fhall be the Work of afew Pages in the
following Sheets.

Firft, T lay down this as a Rule, which I
appeal-to the Laws of Reafon to fupport, that
all thofe People, who at a Time of publick
Danger, whether of treafonable Invafion from
Abroad, ortrayterous Attempts to raife Infirr~
rections at Home, fhall willingly and wittingly
abett, aflift, or encourage the Traytors, In-
vading or Rebelling, are equally. guilty of
Trealon.

Secondly, All thofe who fhall endeavour ta
weaken, difappoint and difable the Govern-
ment in their Preparations, or difcourage the
People in their aflifting the Government to
oppofe the Rebels or Invadors, are guiliy of
Trealon.

All that can be alledg’d in Contradition to
this, and perhaps that could not be made out

neither, is, That they are not Traytors within

the Letter of the Law ; to whichl ﬂﬂﬁ’v"ff'f
E 1
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it they werey I thould nor Satyrize them, but
Impeach them. But 1f 1t appears that they
are as effectually deftructive to the Peace and
Safety of the Government, and of the King’s
* Perfon and Family, as if they were inopen
War with his Power, I do the fame Thing,
and fully anfwer the End propofed.

As there are many Thieves befides Houfe-
Breakers, Highway-Men, Lifters and Pick-
pockets, fo there are many Traytors, befideg
Rebels and Invaders, and perhaps of a much
worfe Kind ; for as in a Difpute between g
certain Lard, and 2 Woman of Pleafure in the
Town, about the different Virtue of the Sexes,
the Lady infifted that the Men were Agreflors
in the Vice, and that in plain Euglifh, 1if there
were no Whore-Malfters, there would be no
Whores: So, 1n a Word, if there were no Par-
ties at Home, no Difaffeltion, no Trayrors
among oar {elves, there would be noInvafiens
fiom Abroad.

Now I wiil fuppole for the Purpofe only,
that the People I am fpeuking of were not dif~
aficcied tothe G overnment; I mean, not ori-
ginally, and intentionally pointing their Defign
at the Government ; nay, that they are hearty
Whigs, call them as we pleafe; yet if it ap-
: [ear
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pear they are hearty Knaves too, will do any
thing for Money, and are, by the Neceflity of
their Bufinels oblig’d, or by the vehement Pur-
- {uit of their Intereft, that is to fay, of their
Profits, pufh’d upon Things as effeCtually
ruinous and deltrufhive to the Government,
as the very buying Arms and Amunition by a
profeft Jacobite," in order to Rebellion could be,
are they not Traytors even in fpite of Prin-
ciple, 1n {pite of the Name of Whig; nay, in
fpire of a thouland meritorious things that
mght otherwife be faid of them, or done by
them?

A Gun-Smith makes ten Thoufand Firelocks
1 the Alinories, the honeft Man may be a
Whig, he defigns to fell them to the Govern-
ment to lay up in the Tower, or to kill Spa-
mards, or any of the reft of the King's Ene-
mies 3 2 Merchant comes and buys fome of
them, and fays they are for the Wefl-Iudies, or
to fell into France : But upon Enquiry 1t ap-
pears they are bought for Rebellion; the un-
defigning Gun-Smith comes into Trouble of
courfe, and it will be very hard for him to
prove the Negative (viz.) That when he has
furmih'd the Rebels with Arms, le had no
Share in the Rebellion.

E 2 To
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To bring this home to theCafe in view, who
were the Men, who in the late Hurry of an
expeCted Invafion, funk the Price of Stocks 14
to 1§ per Cont ¢ Who were the Men that made
a run upon the Bank of England, and pufht at
them with fome particular Pique too, if pof-
{ible, to bave run them down, and brought
them to a Stop of Payment? And what was the
Confequences of thefe Things? Will they tell
us thar running upon the Bank, and lowering
the Stocks, was no Trealon? We know, that
litterally {peaking, thofe things are no Trea-

fon : But 15 there not a plain conftrutive
Treafon in the Confequences of 1t? Is

not a wilful running down the publick Cre-

Crzdit, at a2 Time when the Nartlon i1s
threatn’'d with an Invafion. from Abroad, and

Rebellion at Home ? Is not this adding to the
Terror of the People? Is not this difabling the
Government, difcouraging the King’s Friends,
and a vifible Encouragement of the King’s
Fnemics ? Is not all that is taken from the
Credit of the Publick, on fuch an Occafion,
~3ded ro the Credit of the Invafion? Does not
every thing that weakens the Government,
{ftrengthen 1ts Enemies ? And is not every Step
¢hat is taken in Prejudice of the King's Intereft,
a Step taken in Aid of the defign’d Rebel-
lion> The kindeft thing that can be faid of a

cerfain
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certain Triumvirate of Jobbers, whofe Hands
have been deepelt in this Part of the Work,
and who indeed had more Obligations upon
them than any other Men in this Town, to
have afifted the Publick Inteteft, and advan-
ced the Creditr of the Nation 1s, that they did
not think what they did, and that this Excufe
may not ferve them another time, I may {oon
furnifh them with an Anatomy of fome of the
Conduét of that little Body of Number Tbree,
that when they fee their Miftakes with the
Eyes that other Men fee them, they may at
their Leifure give a better Turn to the Mea-
fures of Unbounded Avarice.

And now that I may not be faid to Ipeak
without a2 Precedent, 1 humbly referr thofe
Money’d Gentlemen to a Cafe recent in Me-
mory, and even in their own, which tho’ in-
deed they may think fit to have forgotten for
a time, they will all call to mind when they
hear of it againy and this was the Cafe of
two Goldimiths (Knights alfo, and one of
them Member of Parliament too) in Fleet-
fireet, who pufh’d at the Bank of Ewgland at
the Time that the Pretender’s Invafion from
France was in its Preparation: One of them,
it was faid, had gather’d a quantity of Bank-
Bills to the value of near 1co,0col, and the’

other,
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other, a great Sum, tho’ not fo many, and it
was faid, refolv’d todemand them all at once.

Tet the Gentlemen I point at look back
to the printed Papers that Year, let them en-
quire what Conftruétion was put upon it; let
them enquire how the Goverment refented it,
how my Lord Treafurer Godolphin look’d upon
it as a Mine form’d to blow up the Queen’s
Affairs, and how, in a Word, all the Friends
of the Government took it to be fuch a Step 1n
favour of the Pretender, as was impoflible to
confift with Duty to the Queei.

Let them enquire further, with what Difhi-
culty Sir R: Ho——~ wip’d oft the Im-
putation of being a Favourer of the Rebellion,
and how often, in vain, he protefted, he did 1t
with no fuch View, and how bard the Whiggs
were to believe him. Sir F—— C——d indeed
carry'd it with a higher hand, and afterwards
pretended to refufe the Bills of the Bankj,
but {till declared, he did 1t as a Gold{mith,
and as a piece of Juftice to himfelf, in fome
Points in which the Bank had, as he alledg'd,
as'd him 1ll. But in general, it was lookd
upon as an open Affront to the Government,
and an abetting and countenancing the Inva-
{ion of the Pretender from Abroad, and the

Re-
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Rebellion intended at Home: Nor was the Go-
vernment, much lefs were the. Authors of pri-
vate Papersand Prints, wanting, in letting them
know ity nay, if I am not mifinform’d, they
were threatned with being treated as Enemies
to the Government, and if Things had gone on
to Extremities, they had doubtlefs been mark-

ed out as Perfons the Government were to take
care of. L

. Now I only {peak in plainer Words; It was
faid then, that fuch Men as endeavour’d to
run down the Publick Credit, were Enemies
to the Government. I know no Diftin€tion in
the Cafe, that {hould reguire fo much Tender-
nefs ; every Subje& of King George, who is at
the fame time an Enemy to King George, is a
Traytor, and every Overt A& of that Enmity,
1t being his Duty to his utmoit to favour,
aid and {upport the Government, 1s an
Overt At of Treafon, let 1t be guilded over
with what fine Words the Perfons pleafe, ’tis
the fame thing, if it 1s not Literal Treafon,
and within reach of the Statute, yet the Crime
15 in it felf of the fame Nature.

And let any one tell me, what 1s the Diffe-
-rence between Two Dealers 1n Paper Credit in
the time of a French Invafion, and Three

Dealers
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Dealefs in Papef-Csedit 1n the time of a Spanifp
Invafion, or what Sanctity in Birchin-Lane
more than in Flezt-fireet, that one fhould be a
Proweciion for the fame Pratlice that was re-
temted fo juftly 1 another.

W ere thofe Stock-jobbers fincerely und heat-
tily in the Intereft of King Gemge and his
Government, as they pretend loudly, what
Run could there be upon the Bank, what Ebb
of Credit, what finking of Stock: The honeft
Whiggs who were Friends to the Government at
that T1me mention’d above, who not only knew
thair Duaty, but how to make it {eafonable and
ufefu),. alted after another Manner, when
others run upon the Bank with all the Fury
poihble, they carry’d all the Money thither
they could gather up: Nay, I could name 3
Man in this City, who having but §5co 1n the
World, carry’d it all into the Bank to fuppert
the Credit of the Publick ; and the Story being
icid to her Majefty by the late Lord-Trea-
furer Godolphin: The Senfe of fuch Fidelity
fo mov’d the Qneen, thar fhe {fent him a Hun-
dred Prounds as a- Gift, a Royal Token of her
accepting fuch an Act of Loyalty; and caufed
my Lord to give him an Obligation irom the
Treafury to repay him the whole 5col. if any

Difafter to the Bank fhould have made it
coabtiul. W here
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Where’s the like Cburage and Condutt to
be found now, Is it in Being? Are the Gentle-
men lefs able, Or is it that they have not the
fame Zeal for King-George as thar honeflt Ci-
tizen had for the'Queen? Or do they doubt the
King bemg-as fenfible of theService? Or -what
15 the matter’ that the Publick Credir has rather
metwithtinjurious Juggling’and Jobbing upon
1t, thanreal Support, either from Exchange-

Alley, Bzrcbm Lane, or fome other Places lels
noted Bt
¢ I '

" Let thbfe Men refle& a' little upon the Cir-
camftances the Publick Credit muft have been
in by'fuclManagemnent, if the Spanifh Actempt
had Beéenmade, and if thefe Eafterly Proteftant
Wmas hdd: not chopt 1n, by which Providence
has' given the Government Time to put it felf
into a Pofture of Defence, fo as now not to be
afraid of them ; and if the Capital Stock of
the Perfons intérefted in the Funds, is now
funk a Million in the real Value of them as
they ftood before even at the Market, whick
1s pothing but what the Matter of Fat will
juftify, to what Degree would the fame Cur-

rent, if it had gone on, have funk the Eftates
of all the Money’d Men in Eugland ?

F In
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B In what Manper would Money have been
rais'd. upon any new Credit for any- ipmediate ;
E.ngences th?t mlght have - h?PPEHﬂ@? And..
thould the Goverpment have ; heen fqpported,__
nay though the Parliament had granted Funds,,
while thefe Men-had made all Credit ebb, per-y
haps, to 25 or 30 per. Cent. Difcount; and is
not. this then a Species of Treafbn and .Re+,
bﬁlhﬂﬂ) e - g 5;_;1{.. Y

I
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It was very remarkable, that in the JungGiure.
of thofe Things the ]acobites could not refrain
taking notice how. gafie it was.toet the Cii-

B oan A

Zcns.a 1..1under ag. the Rank, gnd even the Ex.- J
Lhﬁ GYET 00 3 iar had thlS gone. on,: the Funds:
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1L.mch are in, cFe& the Em.cheguer 1t felf Wﬂllld :
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have gore do..m Hl].]., -Haud 1n: Han[d WIth the;
Rank ; Credit quld have borge. equal Pace
in one as well asia, the other, :and the Govern--
inent would no more have been.able to borrow .
than the Bank would have begn able to pay.
It 1s {carce fit to. enter 1nto a Defcription of,
all the mifchievous Confequences  which ne-
cefianily follow rupning dowp ‘the Publick
Credrr, in cale of fuch Dangers as V'have men-
tion'd aboves if I fhould fully defcribe them,
.1 weunid appear incredible.  Every one wiil
| allow
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will allmv that this Prattice of the ]obbers car

ry'd on a little further, #ould indeed appear
o be t}fe worﬁ Klnd of Tre'afbn

Bt it is needful after havmg faid thts
much of the’ Crune to ‘fay fomething of thé
Place, and then 2 htt]e of " the Perfons too';
The Center of ‘the ]'obbmg is in tZJe Kingdom of
'Excbauge -Alley, and 1ts AdJaCEHCIES , the Li-
mits, are eafily furrounded in"about a Mlnum
and -a half (vi%}) fteppingout of Fonathan's'i into
the Alley, you turn your Face full Sonth, mo-
ving on a few Paces, and then turning Due
Eaff, you advince to Garraway’s 5 from thence
goitig out at the other Door, you go on ftil]

Eaft into Bir C)Jm-Lz?ze and theén halting ahtt]e
at the Sword-Blade Bank to do inuch Mlﬁhuf
i fewelt Words, you immediately fice to tln,
Novth, énter Cornbill, vifit two or three netty
Provincés there in your way ol And this
having Box'd your Compafs, and fail d round
the whole Stoc]«. -jobbing Gldbe, you. turn into
Fonathan's again; and o, as inofl of the gredt
Follies of Life oblige us to do, you end jufk
where you beégan,

But this is by way of Digreflion; and even
ft1ll, before I come to the main Cafe, I am
obllgd to tell you; Thar though this is the

F 2 Sphere
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Sphere of the Fobbers Motion, the Orbe to

which they are confin’d, and out of which they
cannot well alt i their Way ; yet it does not

follow, but that Men of Foreign Situa-
tion (I mean Foreign as to them, I do not
mean Foreign by Nation) and of different

Figure are feen among them; nay, lome
whofe Luftre is faid to be too bright for the

Hemifphere of a Coffee-Houfe, have yet their
Influence there, and aft by Subftitutes and
Reprefentatives: But furft I mult fpeak ta
Originals.

Co——_ a Man of Brafs {fufficient for much
more Bufinefs than he can be trufted with, is
faid to manage for three Blew Ribbonds, and
for four or five Cafth-keepers, who tell more
Money than their own : He fetches and car-
ries with fuch indefatigable Application, that
he is faid never to fail his Appointments to
a Minute, however remote from one-another -
Where-ever he appears, he makes an Exchange-
Alley in his Perfon, and a Cowrt in his Audi-
ence : He 1s hunfelf a Fnathan’s-Coffee-Honfz
in little ; Tho’ he Le at a Cock-Pit, he reallizes
Exchange - Allzy in cvery Place; and yet he
gather 1s directed than direéls, and like a cer-
tain great General, famed for more Fire than
Flegm, 1s itter to drive than to lead.

S e
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§— has twice the Head, but not half the
Bufinels as € ——— is faid to have, yet he gets
more Money for himfelf, and C— gets
more for other Folks. S 1s as cunning
as C is bold, and the, Referve of one
with the Oppennefs of the other, makes acom-
pleat Exchange-Alley-Alan. C——— jumps at

every thing, and as he got the ftart of the
World at his Beginning, by venturing more
than he was worth, {fo he deals now with all
Men as if they ventured more than they are
worth. Originally he was a BITE, which,
in modern Language, is a Sharper, or, being
tully interpreted, may fignify the head Clafs
of the Fraternity call'd Pick-pockets.

T , 2 Gamefter of the fame Board, a&s
in Concest with C and & , and
makes together a true Triumverate of modern
Thieving ; He 1inherits the Face of C .
with the Craft of §——_ but feems to take
State upon him, and a&s the referv’d Part
more than either; yet even this too is all Gri

mace, for where €’er he can be fure to kill, he
can’t fawn like an Irifh- Alan.

They are all Three of yelterday in their
Characters, yet they are old in the Crime,

(viz.)
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(viz.) of refolving to be rich at the Price of every
Man they can bubble : Their firft Blow was
aimed at the BANK, but there they wete
out-witted ; and the Grear Lord-Treafurer
Godolpbin, in the late Reign, gave them their
juft Charadiers from that Attion. The Defeat
they met with there, fticks fo clofe to them,
that they relerve the Meafures of their Re-

venge, not to cool, no not till the Charter of
the Bank thall expire.

However, therr Wings being clipt by the
Claufe then obtain’d 1n an Act of Parliament,
(viz.) That no Society, Corporation, €7¢c. {fhould
iffue our Bills of Credit as a Bank, but the
Bank of Englind only ; they were obliged
ever fince to turn Stock - Fobbers, or if we
may {peak properly of them, they are the
Stock-Fobbers Mafters ; for they have {0 many
Bear-Skins pawn'd to them at a tune, fo much
Stock depofited with them upon Bottomrée,
as 1t might be call'd ; that indeed they may
be call’d the City Pawn-Brokers : And I have
been told, that rthey have had fitty Stock-Job-
bers and Brokers bound Hand and Foor, and
}aid in Heaps at their Doors at a time.

The next Trick they try’d.and which was in-
deed the Mafter-Picce of their Knavery, was the

gel-
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getting an Aflignment of the Forfeited Eftates
in Ireland into their Hands : Indeed they began
the World upon thjs Profpetl, - and expeted to
have had. the whale kingdoxn of Ireland mort-

T o

pu;nted anq ..hcld _they_ ,not found a Man that
had as much Money as themfelves, and more
Honefty, that.Bargain of the Forfeited Eftates
had been the laft they had made in the World.

The Endeavouts ‘they ufed to cheat that
Gentleman, after he had deliver’d themn from
# Blow that would have blown them up (is
anbther black ﬁart of - their Story that remains
to-be' told for the lultration of thetr Chara-
Gers at another fime:) But in the interim ’tis
énough to fay:: Tthat he who deliverd them
as Fools, kneiw hbw to deliyer himfelf from
them as Knaves : and fo they were dropt out

of- the Irifh Bargam to theu.' great Mortlf 1ca-~
tion.- & ‘

va they ftand ready, as Occafion offers,
:md Profit prefents, to Stock- -jobb the Nation,
Couzen the Parhament roffle the Bank run

up and run down Stocks, and put the Dice
upon the whole Town.

They
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They- had another Flap with a Fox-Tail,:
¢o the Scandal of their Politicks in the late:
Vote about the Tickets of the Lottery which’
¥ mentioned above ; what Marker they will
make of it is well enough known :* Bur the:
Plot was never the lefs Cunning, and ’us
certain the Knavery is not the lefs vifible for

the Mifcarriage. I come mnext to their mor.e
modern Management.

Whenever they call in their Money the
Stock- Fobbers muft fell 5 the Bear-skin Men mufts
comnmute, and pay Dlﬁ%rence-money s then.
down come the Stocks, tumbling Two or
Three per Cent. then the Tools muit {ell and
their Maffers bu}r ; the next Week they take
in Stocks again, then the ]obbers buy.and the
Managers fell. Thus the Jobbers bite thelr
Friends, and theft Men bite the Jobbers,. quz.
Sbharpat Sharpabitur, F xchange- Alley Latin 5 they
that are let into the Secret will underftand it,

The Truth 1s, it has been foretold by cun-
ning Men, who often fee what can’t be hid,
that thefe Men by a Mafs of Money whlch
they command of other Peoples as well as

their own, will, 1n Tlme, ruin the Jobbing-
Trade. But ‘twill be only lke a general
Vifitation, where all Dittempers are {fwallow’d

up
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up in the Plague, like a common Calamuty,
that makes Enemies turn Friends, ard drowns
lefler Grievances in the general Deluge. For
if the Reprifal Trade {hould adjourn from
Exchange-Alley to Eirchin-Lane, it may {eem to
be like the banithing Ufury from the City
of Rome, which transferr’d it to a Jew at
Genoz, a Monk at Naples, and a Banker at
Venice, who it was faid had no lefs than
feven and twenty Principalitiesin Jtaly mort-
gag’d to them at a Time, befides two King-
doms, feven Dacchies, and the Jewels of the
Crown of Framce.

Having thus given the blazing Charatters
of three Capital Sharpers of Great Byitaimn,
Knaves of lefler MAlignitude can have no
room to fthine; the Alley throngs with Jews,
]b‘!abers and Brokers, their Names are need-
lefs, their Charatters dirty as their Employ-
ment, and the belt thing that T can yer
find out to fay of them, 1s, that there hap-
pens to be two honelt Men among them,
Heavens preferve their Integrity ; for the
Place 1s a Snare, the Employment 1t {Clf
fatal to Principle, and hitherto the fame
Obfervation which 1 think was very aptly
made upon the ™int, will juftly turn upon
them, (viz.) That many an honeft Man

G Lits
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has gone in to them, but cannot fay that I

ever knew One come an honeft Man out
trom them.

but to leave them a little, and turn our
I.cs another way ; Is 1t not furprizing to
ind new Ficesamong thefe fcandalous People,
and Perfons even too big for our Reproof.
Is 1t potlible that Stars of another Latitude
{hould appear in our Hemifphere ? Had it been
Sims or Bowcher, or Gamefters of the Draw-
g Room and Mafquerades, there had been
little to be faid; or had the Groom-Porters
been tranfpos’d to Garraways and Fonathanus,
it had been nothing new ; true Gamefters
beinz always ready to turn their Hand to
any Play. But to fee Statel-men turn Dealers,
and Men of Honour {tcop to the Chicanry
of Jobbing; to lee Men at the Cihces 1n the
Morning, at the P - - - - - Houfe about
Noon, at the Cabmet at Night, and at
Exchange-.4ley 1 the proper Intervals, What
new Phamaming are thefe ? What faral things
muay thefe {hining Planets (like the late Great
v fareic! to the State, and to the Pub-

J
o

s

ok for wien Statelmen turn Jobbers the
S:iate mar be Jobbid

it
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It may be true, that a Treafurer or Cath.
keeper may be trufted with more Money than
he is worth, and many times it is fo; and if
the Man be honeft, there may be no harmin
it = But when a Treafurer plays for more Mo-
ney thanheis worth, they that trufthim run a
Rifque of their Money, becaufe, tho’ he may
be an honeft Man he may be undone. I
fpeak of private, not publick Treafurers.

Indeed it requires fome Apology to {fay
fuch a One may be an honeft Man, it would
be hard to call him an honeft Man who plays
away any Mans Money that 1s not his own,
or more than e is able to pay again out of his
own. Butif it be difhoneft to play it away,
that is, lofe it at Play, ’tis equally difhoneft to
play with it, whether it be loft or no, becaufe
in fuch a Cafe, he that plays for inore than
he can pay, his Mafter runs the Hazard
more than himfelf'; nay, bis Mafter runs
an unequal Hazard, for if the Money be

loft, 'tis the Mafters, if there is Gain, ’tis
the Servants.

Stock-Jobbing 1s Play ; a Box and Dice
may be lefs dangerous, the Nature of them
are alike, a Hazard ; and if they venture at

cither what 1s not their own, the Knavery
G 2 i
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is the fune. It is not meceflary, any more
than it is fafe, to mention the Perfons I may
think of in this Remark ; they who aré
the Men wiil eafily underftand me. "

Ina Word, 1 appeal to all the Worla,
whether any Man that is intrufted with other
Mens Money, (whether Publick or Private 1s
not the Queftion) cught to be {een in
Fxcbange-Alley. Would it not be a {uffici-
ent Objetion to any Gentleman or Mer-
chant, not to employ any Man to keep his
Cafty, or look after his Eftate, to {ay of
him bz plays, he is a Gamefler, or he is givesn
to Gaming and Stock-Fobbing, which 1s ftill

worfe, gives the fame, or a {tronger Ground
of Obie&ion in the like Cafes.

Azain, are there fewer Sharpers and Set-
ters in Exchangz-4lzy than at the Groom-
Porters > Is there lefs cheating in Stock-
Jolbinz than at play, or rather is there not
fiftv times more ? An unenterd Youth com-
ing 1o ceal in Excbange-All:y, is immediately
furrounded with Bites, Setters, Pointers, and
the worft fort of Cheats, jult as a young
Country Gentleman 1s with Bawds, Pimps,
and Spungers, when he firft comes to Town.
it i3 ten Thoufand to cne, when a forward

young
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vopng Tradefman fieps out of his snop in:
to Exchange-Alley, 1 {ay ’tis ten Thoufand to
one but he is undone, 1f you fee him once
put enter the fatal Door, never Dilcount
his Bills afterwards, never truft him with
Goods at fix Months Pay any more.

If it be thus dangerous to the Aean,
what is it to the Great ;3 I lee only this
difference, that in the furft the Danger is
Private, in the latter Publick.

It has not been many Years fince Ele(ii-
ons for Members of - - - -~ - came .to

market in Exchange-Alley, as current as Lot-
tery Tickets now, and at a Price like thefe,
much above what any Parliament allow’d
them to goat: While this was carry'd on,
a great many honeft Men exclaim'd agamit
it, and expos’d it ; nay, feveral Afls of Par-
liament were propos’d for regulating Eletti-
ons, and preventing Bribery and Corruption :
But all this would not do, and this indeed
was one of the happy Confequences of that
otherwife neceflary A&t for Tuwennial Parlia-
ments 3 and I firmly believe thar ir 1s ow-

ing very much to the late fufpending that
A& for a Tume, that thefe Things are
not come to market agamn.

i
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It may eafily be remember'd, that the firlk
Occafion of the Excbange-Alley Men engaging,
in the Cafe of Ele&ions of Members, was in
King W#illiam’s Time, on the famous Difputes
which happen’d between the Old Eaft-India
Company and the New ; which baving held a
great while, and having embarrafs’d not the
City only, but the whole Nation, and even
made 1t {elf dangerous to the Publick Bufinefs,
itiwas expefled it {hould be tully decided by the
the Houfe of Comunons : To this End the
Members of both Companies, with all theTrick,
Artifice, Cunning and Corruption, that Money
and Intereft conld arm them with, beltirred
themfelves to be chofen Members.

Prokers rid Night and Day from one end of
the Kingdom to the other, to engage Gentle-
men to bribe Corporations, to buy off Compe-
titors, and to mannage the Elections. You
will fee the State of Things at that Time, and
the Danger this Stock-jobbing Wickednefs had
brought the Publick to, 1t you pleafe to read
tiie following Exclamation of the honeft Free-
hollers at that Time, which was prefented
to the Publick by way of Complaint: The
‘Thing was laid before the King firlt, and be-
fore the TPuiliament afterwarwards; and it

Wds



( 47 )

was his Majefty’s Senfe of the Confequence
that made him refolve to ‘bring the two Ea/l-
India Companies to unite their Stocks ;

for in a word, the Stock-Jobbers embroil’d the
whole Nation. |

¢ The grand Work which the whole Nati-
on 1s now intent upon, 1s chufing their Re-
prefentatives in Parliament, chufing Men
to meet, and advife with the King about the
moft Important Affairs of the Kingdom.

“ Andwhile all Men ought to be fixing their
¢ Eyes upon fuch Men as are beft Qualified to
¢ Sit i that place of Honour, and to examine
“ who are fitteft to be Intrufted with the Re._

¢ ligion and Peace of England, and perhapsol
¢ all Europe,

¢ Hereweare plagu'd with the Impertinence
of two Eaftlndia Companies, as 1t tae Interelt
of either Company were to be nam’d in the
¢« Day wath the Proteffant Religion and the publick

Peace, or asift they, who are hit to be Repre-
{entatives of the People 1n the great Matters of
“ Peace and War, Leagues, and Alliances of
¢ Neighbours, Succeflion of Crowns, and I'ro-

t tection of the Proteftant Religion, fheuld not

be
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« be capable of deciding the petty Controverfy
< in Trade between two Rival Companies.

¢ The Grand Queftion aflk’d now, when
your Vote is requir’d for a Parliament Man,
1s not asit ought to be ; Ishe a Man of Senfe,
of Religion, of Honefly and Effate ¢

© But, What Company 1s he for, the New,
* orthe Old?

L ! ™

“ As this Stock-Jobbing 1in its own Nature,
¢ is only a new Invented fort of Deceptio Vifus,
“a Legerde-main in Tradey fo mix'd with
© Trick and Cheat, that twou'd pvzzle a good
© Logician to make 1t out by Syllogifm : So no-
* thing can be more Fatal in Eugland to our
¢ prefent Conftiturion, and which in time
“ may be {o to our Liberty and Religion, than
¢ to have the Interefts of Eletions Jobb’d upon
¢ Exchange for Money, and Transferr'd like
< Eafl-India Stock, for thofe who bid moft,

¢ By this Methed, the Country Gentlemen
¢ may fit at Home; and only Correfponding
* with the Brokers at Bfmr.‘ttb.ﬁfs and Garways,
¢ as the Prizes Rife or Fall, may difpofe of
- © their Interefts in the Towns they can Go-
“ vern, ar as good a rate as they can.

¢ The
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¢« The Citizens, or fuch who have their feveral
¢ Companies and Intereft to Serve, will eafe
¢ themfelves of the Expence of Travelling,
¢ with the fine boirow’d Equipages before men-
¢ tion'd ; and only go toMarket in Exchasge-
¢ Alley, and Buy an Eleftion, as the Stock-
¢ Fobber and they fhall agree, which Ele&ion
¢ thall bemanag'd by the Country Gentleman,
¢ who i1s to have his Bargain, no Purchafe no

‘ Pay, and is to go thro’ with it, or elfe he
¢ gets none of the Mony.

¢ Eleftions of Parliament-men are in a hope-
¢ ful way; and Parliaments themfelves are in
¢ ahopeful way by this concife Method of Pra-
¢ &ice, to come under the abfolute manage.

« ment of a few Hands, and no doubt things
« will go on accoxdingly.

* Banks and Stocks may be lay'd up, and
< employ‘d in a fhort time, for the purchafing
° the Intereft of Gentlemen and our Gentry

bemg willing to get a Penny 1nan Honefl way,-

. as we fay, will but too often fell their In_
¢ tereﬁs, and their Country too, efpecially

« fuch Gentlemen whofe Eftates are reduc'd to
an occafion for it,

H “ Tae
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¢ The Stock- Fobbers,who care not a Farthing

which Side gets the better, but make a Prey
¢ of them both, have fet up thlS new Tradeof
. Jobbing for EleGtions: And that the way of
¢ their proceeding may be a little plainer un.-
<« derftood, We defire you to read the Copy of
¢ a Letter come down laft Poft, to a worthy
¢ Gentlemaninour Country, from a Friend of his
¢ plying in, ot near Exchange-Alley, concerning
¢ this matter.

SIR,

HE El:&ions for a New Parliament bzing

“ begun almoft every where, I doubt not Fut

the Time is fixt at your Town of - -« -- { byow

" you bave the Abflute Power of the Inbabitants
 there, and can put in whom you pleafe s and
¢ finding by your 12/t you purpofe to Decling it your
< Self. Lam to inform you, that a very Honeft Gen-
 tlemman of my Acquanitance, being an Eminent
“ Machant bere, wow’d think bimfelf very much
< Obligd, if you wou'd Ufe your Interef in bis be-
< balf, upon your Grant wheveof I have an Order
< to Prefont you with a Thou[ind Guinea's to buy
- ny Lady -

¢ He
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¢ e s veadyto come down at your firft Summons
¢ ;u awvery good Equipage , Pray difpatch your

¢ Mind per the Bearer, to
< Your humble Servant,

¢ To the Honourable
¢ Sir, 4,B,C, D, Bar.

Poftcript.
¢ 1 F Sir E. F, G, H, will difpofe of bis Intereft

¢ inthe Town of ~=~----- Tcan help bim
¢ to wery good Terms.

¢ Now tho' the worthy Gentleman to whom
¢ this Propofal was made, rejected it with Dif-
® dain, yet the Attempt is made very plain in
¢ the cafe. | |

¢ And we are inform'd that the Number of

¢ Members come down into the Countries, on
¢ fich accounts, are incredible.

¢ Wherefore we think it very needful to pub-
¢ {ifh our Refentments at fuch apraétice, and to
¢ proteft againft it in this our Honelt Llea, as
¢ an indiret, wicked and ‘pernicious practice,
¢ and whichmay be of very ill confequence to
¢ the Nation,
H 2 ‘It
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< If Stock-Fobbing of Ele&ions be the firft
° ftep, inall probability Stock-Fobbing of Votes
¢ will be the fecond; for he that will give 2
¢ Thoufand pounds, or more, only for a power
“ to Vote, expefls to get fomething by Voting,
“ or gives away his Money for nothing.

L

¢ What fhall we fay then, if a League of
 Confederacy iiou'd be made between our
¢ Purliament-Sollivicvs, and our Stock-Fobbing
< Brokers, two Sort of People equally mercenary
‘ and Lieceitful.

¢ We defire to know, whether *twould not
 bemore faral to England than the New War
¢ with Spain, which all Europe feems to be o

¢ much difturbd at.

¢ To all Men whofe Eyes are to be open'd
with Reafon and Argument, it fhou'd be
< enough to fill them with abhorrence, to think
‘ that the Scandalous Mechanick, Upftart Mi-
¢ ftery of Job-brokeing thould thus grow upon
 the Nation; that ever the Ewmglifh Nation
“ fhoud fuffer themfelves to be Impos'd upon by
¢ the New invented ways of a few Needy Mer-
* cinaries, who can turn all Trade into a Lot-

~tery, and make the Exchmge a Gaming
Table :

L
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 Table: A thing, which like the Imaginary
¢ Coins of Foreign Nations, have no reality in
¢ themfelves; but are plac’d as things which
¢ ftand to beCalculated, and Reduc’d into Va-
¢ lue, a Trade madeup of Sharp and Trick,
¢ and Manag'd with Impudence and Banter.

¢ That SixorEight Men fhall Combine to-
¢ gether, and by pretended Buying or Selling
¢ among themf{elves, raife or fink the Stockof
¢ the E, India Company, to what extravagant
¢ pitch of Price they will; {o towheedleothers
¢ fometimes to Buy, fometimes to Sell, as
¢ their occafion require; and with {o little re-
¢ gard to Intrinfick Value, or the circumftances
<« of the Company, that when the Company
“ has a lofs, Stock fhall Rife ; when a great
¢ Sale, or a Rich Ship arriv’d, it fhall Fall;
¢ Sometimes rurrthe Stockdown to3s5 1. other
¢ times up to 150 /. and by this Method Buy
¢ and Sell fo much, that ’tis thought there are
¢ few of the Noted Stock-Jobbers, but what
¢ have bought and fold more Stock than both
* the Companies poflefs.

¢ Thus let them Jobb, Trick, and Cheat
 one another; and let them be bubbl’d by
§ them thatknow no better; butfor God'sfak,,

¢ Gentlemen, do not let the Important Affairs
¢ of
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- of the State come under their wicked
© clutches.

i, ]

¢ Don’t let them prepare our A¢tsof Parhia-
¢ ment, and then chufe Members to Vote for
¢ them. If Fate and Popifh Confedesacies, and
¢ Union of Popifhb Powers abroad threaten us,
¢ let us alone to {trugele wih them, and have
¢ Fair Law, and Honourable Condmovs for it .
" but to be Bought zad Sold, to have our Lle-
¢ Eons of Members, and our aws, Liberties

¢ and Eftates Stock-jobb'd away, 1s 1ntolera-
¢ ble.

I fsid above, that the Parliament put a
Check to this Pra&ice afterwards by feveral
A&ts ; and the late ACt for fufpending the Tri-
ennial Bill has at prefent laid 1t afleep; but
how far the Pradtice may revive when a new
Eleftion fhall coine on, who knows ? Never
was more Knaves or more Money in Exchange-
Alley, and never more needy Gentlemen to
aflift the Purchafers. How neceflary ‘tis to
prevent them, let any one judge.

Befides, what fhall we fay to the encroaching
Mature of Immortal Avarice? Has not that
eminent C———_ of whom at large above,

Stock-jobbed the T;er)r Publick 1t {elf, as I may

ﬁl)’ >



(55 )

{fay,and the very Houfe of Commons;for j&bbing
their Funds before they are laid; Stock-job-
bing the Tickets before the Lottery was found,
may in fome Senfe be call’d Stock-jobbing tha
Houfe : If then they will, even before the
Members Faces, jobb their depending Afis
and that too before they are pafsd ; fhall we
doubt but they will Stock-jobb the Ele&Gions

of another Parliament when this is gone
Home ?

It is evident, that at prefent, not being able
to avoid preying upon their Country, they
have been tampering Abroad ; Foreign Alarms
is the prefent Commodity at Market 3 Choice
of Members may be the next ; till 1n tme,
by Strength of Money, they may OStock-jobl
Religion, Property, Conftitution and Succef-
fion ; for nothing can come amifs to them, if
they can but get Money by 1it; forif the fame
Avarice reigns among them that ’tis evident
is their Guide now, they would with the fame
Facility jobb for the Nation, and without any
Scruple, make a Transterof King Georgeand his
Crown for a halt per Cent. upon the Value to
whoeverbids the Money.

l

There was a Book publifh’'d fome Years ago,

and when the Stock-jobbing People were thoughr -
as
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as willing, yet not quite {o daring or {o cun-
ning as they are now; it was Entitled, The
Villany of the Stack-Fobbers. Indeed it {et them
out in their true Colours, and for fome time
gave them a little Shock; for the Truth was,
they jobb’d King #iiliam and the Government
at that Time at {uch a rate, that in Ipite of
the Invincible Valour and Patience of the
Soldiery, in fpite of the moft Glorious Prince
and moft Vigilant General the World had
ever {een ; yer the Enemy gain’d upon us every
Year ; the Funds were run down, the Credit
jobb'd away in Exchange-Alley, the King and
his Troops devoured by Mechanicks, and fold
to Ufury, Tallies lay bundled up like Bath
Faggots in the hands of Brokers andS:tock- Job-
bers ; the Parliament gave. Taxes, laid Funds,
but the Loans were at the Mercy of thofe Men 3
and they fhew’d their Mercy indeed by devour-
ing the King and the Army, the Parliament,
and indeed the whole Nation; bringing: that
Great Prince fometimes to that Exigence, throe
unexpreflible Extortions that were put upon him,
that he has even gone into the Field without
his Equipage, nay, even without his Army .
the Regiments have been uncloathed when the
King has been in the Field, and the willing
brave Ewnglifh Spirits, eager to honour their
Country, and follow fuch a King, have march-

ed
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ed even to Battle, without either Stockings or
Shoes, while his Servants have been every Day
working in Exchange-Alley to get his own Mo-
ney of the Stock- Jobbers, even after all the
horrible Demands of Difcount have been al-
lowed ; and at laft, fcarce 50 per Cent. of the
Money granted by Parliament has come 1nto
the Exchequer, and that late, too late for that
Service, and by Driblets, till the Xing has
been tyrd with the Delay, and been even
ready to give up the Caufe.

We have juft now had a Teft of their Cun-
ning on the Subjec of the Invafion : Thefe
were the Men that made the firft Advantage of
the News; immediately thofe that were to
put Stock upon any Man at a high Price ten-.
der'd it, the Accepters, forc’d by the Demand,
call 1n their Money on every hand, pay the
Difference, the Price falls, a general Runupon
the Bank follows, and Stock-jobbing began it.

Say this was no Defign, yet if every Alarm
of the Foolifh or the Timerous, or the Falle,
1s capable to fer the Humour afloat by the.
Agency of Exchange-Alley, then Exchange- Alley
15 as dangerous to the Publick Safety, as a
lgagazine of Gun-powder 1s to a populous

ity.

i But



( 58 )

But if 1t be by Defign,then, when-ever the Pres
tender is to be pawn'd upon us by any Foreign
Power that can but talk of lending § or 6020
Men, our Publick Credit 1s at his Mercy, by
the Agency of Exchange-Alley and the Brokers.

The Story of the Invafion from Spain, we
hope, is now aver : Indeed at the Worft, I
faw nofuch Reafontobefurprized to that De-
aree, aswas the Cafe here. Let us look back
and fee what Injury to the Publick has the
very Rumour been ? What Damage to Credit !
What Stop to Trade! What Interruption to
our General Commerce ! befides finking above
2 Million Sterling upon our Eftates ; and every
Farthing of this 1s occafion’d by the Stock-
Fobbers, and in the Confequences of their Con-
trivances, and by no other means; for as to
the Defien of an Invafion, or that they re-
{olv’d to conde hither at all, tho’ we have evident
Procfs of that, becaufe fomeof them have been
afually landed ; yer we cannot yet refolve the
Queftion pofitively , Whether 1t was ever
worth our being fo much alarm'd as we have
Leen 11 Excbm:‘ge-_zﬂlfy.

Even this Way it appears, that thefe Stock
Jobbers are dangerous to the Peace, fince tis
in their Power to fet a Rate when-ever they

pleafz, moet only upon private Eftates, but
even
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evenaipon the whole Nation, and in that -Ca-
pacity it is to be hoped the Parliament, who
have hitherto redreft.the Publick Grievances,
will take care of thefe People 1n-Particular, and
deliver the Publick from fuch a Set of Menas
are more fatal to them, than a Midnight Fire,
more dangerous than an Enemy Embark'd,

nay, I had almoft faid, than an Enemy
Landed.

Forin a Word, thefe Men take upon them
to put a Standard upon our Fears; and we
are to ask them, when Intelligence comes from

Abroad, whether any thing be to be {lighted
or apprehended ; every publick Piece of News,
every Menace of the Nations Enemies 1s to re-
ceive its Weight from them ; and the Price of
Stocks is the Rule by which we are to guide
our Judgment in publick Affairs, by which
we are either to hope or to fear when any
thing amifs prefent it felf to our View. |

Is this an Advantage fit to be put into the
Hand of a Subject? Are the King's Affairs to

go up and down as they pleafe, and the Credit
of his Majefiy's Councils rife and fall as theie
Men fhall pleafe to value them ? This wounld
be making them Kings, and making the King
Subject to the Caprice of their private Intereft,

F 2 his
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his Affairs be liable to be rated in Exchange-

Alzy, and to be run down as they pleafed ;
an Article, which as the Roman Pontiff, in
the firft Politicks of the Church, made all the
Kings of the Earth become Penfioners to the
Priefts, fo it wonld make all the Kings of Bri-
tain Penfioners to Exchange- dley.

It muft be confels'd, it looks as if this were
the prefent View in the Manner which Stock-
Jobbing now goes on; and there are more
Mifchiefs in it than perhaps we are aware of,
the Extremes either way feem dangerous
enough, for Example ;

If one way the Stock-Jobbers manage the
Publick, they fcandaloufly Subject the Govern-
ment, the Minifters of State, the Publick

- Credit, nay, even the EleCtions of Parliament
to their Orders: So if a Government (hould
come abfolutely to get the Management of the
Srock-Jobbers, 1t might be many Ways fatal
to the Peoples Interelt, and indeed put the
Pusfe-Strings of the Nation fo much into the

ands of a Miniftry, that if they did not at
any time conunand the General Treafure,and be
able to raife what Money they pleas’d without
2 Parliament, they would be able to add what
Value they pleafed to the Funds given, raife
them
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them when they pleasd to draw Money in,
and fink them when they pleafed to ifflue Mo-
ney out : Thar 1n a Word, the Rate of Stocks
{hould be {ettled every Day in the Exchequer .
and tho’ they might not be faid to ftand no more
in need of Parliaments, it would be moft cer-
tain, that they would not ftand in fo much
need of Parliaments as they ufed to do, and
as it 1s convenient for us they {hould do.

I muft run out a great Length in the Enume-
ration of the Mifthief to the Liberty of Great-
Britain, which might attend fuch a Thing as
"this ; and tho’ at prefent it may be objected,
that it is unreafonable, and entirely needlefs,
becaufe we are under a King that ftands in

need of no Artifices, and 1s too juit to attempt
any Encroachment on the Liberties of his
People, and a Miniftry who we have reafon
to hope are above taking any fuch mean Steps ;
yet if ever a Time fhall come again, when eve-
ry Politick Step fhall be enquired atter to bring
Grift to the Publick Mill, and every way that
can be found praicable, fhall be thought ju.
ftifiable ; then let you Citizens of London have
4 care of a Bearskin-Court, and a Stock-]Job-
bing Miniftry, when Exchange-Alley {hall be
tranfpos'd to the Excbequer, and the States-men

fhall make a Property of the Brokers.
| o This
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This is indeed a Thing remote, and as I fay
above, there is no Danger of its happening in
this Reign, {o it may never happenat all : But
as [ alfo fay, withont the leaft Reflefton upon
our prefent Government, that fuch a Time may
come, 2nd fuch a Thing may happen ; fo I ai-
firm, the State of Things ought forthwith to be
annihilated if poffible, which is but in its Na-
ture capable of being thus perverted, and we
ought not to leave our Pofterity in a Condition
to be devour'd by {uch Caterpillars, if it be in
our Power to prevent it.’

Why may not any collelted Stock of Money,
T.ich as that we have mention’d before, to be in
the Management of the Birchin-Lane Company,
be manag'd in the Hands of Courtiers, as well
as of Citizens ; Minifters of State, as well as
Inhabitants of Hackney 5 and to how many more
unlucky Purpofes may fuch Men apply that
Power ? Thefe Men indeed proceed, with Trick
and Cunning, to amafs great Eftates, and to
enrich themfelves and their Families out of the
Spoils of the People their Neighbours, &¢. and
in this we think they cannot have too much of
our juft Satyrbeftow'd upon them ; but if this
Engine of Jobbing fhould once come into the
Hands of Mimifters of State ; if a degenerated
Govemmem fhould come to ufg ir, as fuch a

Govern-
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Government may be fuppofed to be able to do.-
what Mifchiefs may they not bring upon the
Nation? And whatmay they not be able ta do,
1i their Defigns are but wicked enangh to pufh
them on ? '

It would be hard to fay to what Length this
Jobbing Trade might be extended, efpecially
whereby the Advantage of a punftual Manage-
ment the publick Credit has {o far gain'd upon
the People, as to bring the Rate of Fuads and
Stocks to exceed the Intrinfick Value, and to

keep upon an Advance: What may not a Go-
vernment, who has the Command of Money,
do in the particular Art of Screwing up, or
Screwing down the publick Interefts and Secu-
rities ?

>T1s a copions Subjelt, our Excharge- Alley Men
underftand it well enough ; and if they were
put to give therr Opinions, and had Honefty
enough to fpeak the Truth againft their Intereft,
they would acknowledge their Trade is capa-
‘ble of ruining ten Natians, if it was carried
on to the full Extent of it.

While thefe Sheets were at the Prefs, we had
another little Teft of their Knavery to the
Publick ; and 1t isnotat allowing to them, that

the Thing run no farther ; the contrary Wind;
) an
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and Storms, &¢c. had difappointed the King's
Enemies, and the Spani/h Fleet was driven back
to Spain in a fhatter’d and defeated Condition,
as appears by the Publick Account of thofe
Things : But 1n the Interval of this News,
came an Account on the other Hand, that fomne
of the Party were arriv’d in Scotland, that they
had beat 1t up, notwithftanding all the Oppo-
fition of Nature, the Hindrances of Winds
and Seas ; 1mmediately Stocks fell Two per Cent.
nor did the good News of the Defeated return
ot the reft animate thefe Men to keep up the
Interelt, by which it appears, that they are
a&ed more by the bad Principle than by the
good ;5 that they choofe rather to do Evil than
todo Good 5 that they fink fafter than they

rife, and are willinger to do Harm than Good
to the Government.

From whence I mfer, that the Gmfernment

looking upon. them as they really are, rather
Enemies than Friends to the ‘General Intereft,
fhould rather enclme t0 root them out, than

preferve them. A MEN.

FINTIS



