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the whole condudt of life depends, is nothing but a fpecies of inftiné&t or mechani-
cal power, that acls in us unknown to ourfelves; and in its chief operations, is
not dire€ted Ly any fuch relations or comparifons of ideas, as are the proper ob-
je€ts of our intellectual faculties.  Tho’ the inftinét be different, yet ftill itis an
inftinét, which teaches a man to avoid the fire ; as much as that, which teaches
a bird, with fuch exaénefs, the art of incubation, and the whole ceconomy and
order of its nurfery.

S E C T I O N X
OF MIRACLES,.

P AR T L

HERE 1sin Dr. Tierorson’s writings an argument againft the reel pre-

fence, which is as concife, and elegant, and ftrong as any argument can poi-
fably ke fuppofed againft a do¢trine, that is fo little worthy of a ferious refuta-
tion. ’Tis acknowleged on all hands, fays that learned prelate, that the autho-
rity, either of the {cripture or of tradition, is founded merely in the teftimony of
the apoflles, who were eye-witnefles to thofe miracles of our Saviour, by which
he proved his divine miffion. Our evidence, then, for the truth of the ChiiFian
religicn is lefs than the evidence for the truth of our fenfes ; becaufe, even in the
firft authors of our religion, it was no greater ; and ’tis evident it muft diminith
i paffing {rom them to their difciples ; nor can any one be fo certain of the truth
of their teftimony, as of the immediate obje@ of his fenfes. But a weaker evi-
dence can never deftroy a {tronger ; and therefore, were the doltrine of the real
prefence ever {o clearly revealed in feripture, it were directly contrary to the rules
of jult reafoning to give our aflent to it. It contraditts fenfe, tho’ both the fcrip-
ture and tradition, on which it 1s fuppofed to be built, carry not fuch evidence
with them as {enfe; when they are confidercd mercly as external evidences, and
are not brought home to every one’s breaft, by the immediate operaiion of the
Holy Spirit.

NotHine is {o convenient as a decifive argument of this kind, which muft ac
lealt filence the moft arrogant bigotry and fuperftition, and free us from their im-
pertinent folhicitanons. I fatcer myfddt, that I have difcovered an argument of a
hike nature, which, if juft, will, with the wife and leurned, be an eveilalting
check to all kinds of iuperftitions dclufion, and confequently, will be ufeful as
long as the world endures.  For fo long, 1 prefume, will the accounts of mi-
racles and prodigics be found in all hittory, facred and prophane.

TrO' ¢xpericnce be our only guide in reafoning concerning mateers of fat ; it
muft be ackrowleged, that this guide is not altogether iniallible, but in fome
cafes is apt to lead us into errors and miftakes.  QOne, who, in our climate,
fhould cxpect tetter weather in any week of June than in one of DecemBER,
would reaton jultly and conformable to experience s but tis certain, that he may

happen,
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happen, in the event, to find “himfelf miftaken. However, we may obfervs,
that, in fuch a cafe, he would have no caufe to complain of experience ; becayfe
it commonly informs us beforehand of the uncertainty, by that contrariety of
events, which we may learn from a diligent obfervation,  All effeéts follow not
with like certainty from their {uppofed caufes. Some events are found, in’ al}
countries and all ages, to have been conftantly conjoined together : Others are
found to have been more variable, and fometimes to difappoint our expetations ;
fo that in our reafonings concerning matter of fact, there are all imaginable degrees
of affurance, from the higheft certainty to the loweft fpecies of moral evidence.

A wise man, therefore, proportions his belief to the evidence. In fuch con-
clufions as are founded on an infallible experience, he expelts the event with the
laft degree of "affurance, and regards his paft experience as a full proof of the fu.
ture exiftence of that event. In other cafes, he proceeds with more caution : He
weighs the oppofite experiments: He confiders which {ide is fupported by the
greateft number of experiments: To that fide he inclines, with doubt and he-
fitation; and when at laft he fixes his judgment, the evidence exceeds not what
we propetly call probability. All probability, then, fuppofes an oppofition of
experiments and obfervations ; where the one {ide is found to over-balauce the other,
and to produce a degree of evidence, proportioned to the fuperiority, A hundred
inftances or experiments on one fide, and fifty on another, afford a very doubtful
cxpeltation of any event; tho’ a hundred uniform experiments, with only one
that is contraditory, reafonably beget a pretty ftrong degree of affurance. In
all cafes, we muft balance the oppofite experiments, where they are oppofite, and
deduct the fmaller number from the greater, in order to know the exatt force of
the fuperior evidence.

To apply thefe principles to a particular inftance ; we may obferve, that thers
1s no fpecies of reafoning more common, more ufeful, and even neceffary to
human life, than that derived from the teftimony of men, and the reports of eye-
witnefles and {pectators. This fpecies of reafoning, perhaps, one may deny to be
founded on the relation of caufe and effet. I fhall not difpute about a word. It
will be {ufficient to obferve, that our affurance in any argument of this kind is de-
rived from no other principle than our obfervation of the veracity of human tefti-
mony, and of the ufual conformity of faéls to the reports of witneffes. 1t being
d general maxim, that no objefts have any difcoverable connexion together, and
that all the inferences, which we can draw from one to another, are founded merely
on our experience of their conftant and regular conjunétion ; tis evident, that we
ought not to make an exception to this maxim in favor of human teftimony,
whofe connexion with any events feems, in itfelf, as little neceflary as any other.
Were not the memory tenacious to a certain degree ; had not men commonly an
inclination to truth and a principle of probity; were they not fenfible to fhame,
when deteted in a fallhood : were not thefe, I fay, difcovered by experience to
be qualities, inherent in human nature, we fhould never repofe the leaft confidence
in human teftimony. A man delirious, or noted for fallhood and villany, has
no manner of authority with us.

AND as the evidence, derived from witnefles and human teftimony, is founded
on paft experience, fo it varies with the experience, and is regarded either as a

2roof or a probasility, according as the conjunction between any particular kind of
report,
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report and any kind of objeéts, has been found to be conftant or variable. There
are a number of circumftances to be taken into confideration in all judgments of
this kind; and the ultimate ftandard, by which we determine all difputes, that may
ari{e concerning them, is always derived from experience and obfervation.  Where
this experience 15 not entirely uniform on any fide, ’tis attended with an unavoid-
able contrartety n cur judgments, and with the fame oppofition and mutual
deftrution of arguments as in every other kind of evidence, We frequently
hefitate concerning the reports of others, We balance the oppofite circumf{tances,
which caufe any doubt or uncertainty 5 and when we difcover a fuperiority on any
fide, we incline to it ; butr fhll with a diminution of aflurance, in proportion to
the force of its antagonit. |

THis contrariety of evidence, in the prefent cafe, may be derived from feveral
different caufes; from the oppofition of contrary teftimony ; from the character
or number of the witnefles ; from the manner of their dclivering their teftimo-
ny ; or from the union of all thefe circumftances. We entertain a fufpicion con-
cerning any matter of fact, when the witnefles contradict each other ; when they
are but few, or of a fufpicious character ; when they have an intereft in what they
affirm ; when they deliver their teftimony with doubt and hefitation, or on the con-
trary, with too violent afleverations., There are many other particulars of the fame

kind, which may diminith or deftroy the force of any argument, derived from
human teftimony.

SuPPOSE, for inftance, that the fa@, which the teftimony endeavors to efta-
blith, partakes of the extraordinary and the marvellous; in that cafe, the evi-
dence, refulting from the teftimony, admits a diminution, greater or lefs, in pro-
portion as the fact.is more or lefs unufual. The reafon, why we place any cre-
dit in witneffes and hiftorians is not from any connexion, which we perceive 4 priori
between teftimony and reality, but becaufe we are accuftomed to find a conformity
between them. But when the fact attefted is fuch a one as has feldom fallen un-
der our obfervation, here is a conteft of two oppofite experiences ; of which the
one deftroys the other as far as its force goes, and the fuperior can only operate
on the mind by the force, which remains. The very fame principle of experience,
which gives us a certain degree of affurance in the teftimony of witnefles, gives us
alfo, in this cale, another degree of affurance againft the falt, which they endeavor
to eftablith ; from which contradiction there neceflarily arife a counterpoize, and
mutual deftrution of belief and authority.

I fbculd not believe fuch a flory were it told me by CaTo 3 was a proverbial fay-
ing 1n RoME, even during the life-time of that philofophical patriot . The in-
credibility of afac, it was allowed, might invalidate fo great an authority.

Tue Inpran prince, who refufed to believe the firft relations concerning the
effects of froft, reafoned juftly; and it naturally required very ftrong teftimony
to engage his affent to facts, which arofe from a ftate of nature, with which he
was unacquainted, and bore fo little analogy to thofe events, of which he had had

conftant and uniform experience. Tho’ they were not contrary to his experience,
they were not conformable to it ©. - Bur

'b - ‘i . . ™ (] - l' " -
PruTarcH.invitaCaToyts. This is placing natareina {itaation quite unknown
¢ No Ispraw, ds evident, could have expe- to him; and ’tis impoffible for him to tell 4 prior:
1 " . . " . . . .
nence that water did not freeze in cold climates, what will refult from it. *Tis making a new ex

Yy per:-
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But in order to increafe the probability oganft the teftimony of witrefits, Jos
us fuopofe that the fi €ty which dticy aimmvim, witead of being only marvellous, is
really miraculous 3 and fuppofc aHb_, that the tolbimony, confidered apart, and
in itfelf, amoun-s to an cntire proof; in thet cafe there is preof againtt proof, of
which the ftrongeft muft prevail, but fhll with a dimirution of its force, in pro-
portion to that of its antagoniit.

A MipacrLz is a violation of the laws of naturey ard as a firm and unalterable
experience has cftablifhied thefe faws,  tae proof aseinlt a miracle, from the very
niture of the {adt, 1s as enure as any argument from experience can poflibiy be ima-
oincd.  Why is it more than probable, that all men muft die 3 that lead cannor,
of itfcf, remain fufpended in the airy that fire confumes wood, and is extinguithed
by water; unlefs it be, that thefe events are {ound agreesble to the faws ¢f nature,
and there is required a violation of thefe laws, orin other words, a miracle to pre-
vent them ! Mothing is efteemed a miracle if it ever happen in the common
courfe of nature. 'Tis no miracle that a man in feecming good health fhould die
ona fudden; becaufe fuch a kind of death, tho” more unufual than any other,
has yet been frequently obferved to happen. But ’tis 2 miracle, thut a dead man
fhould come to life ; becaufe that has never been obferved, in any age or coun-
try. . There muft, therefore, be an uniferm expericice againft every miraculous
event, otherwife the cvent would not merit that appellation.  And as an unitorm
experience amounts to a proof, there is here a dire¢t and fuil pivef, from the na
ture of the fact, againft the exiftence of any miracle ; nor can fuch a proof be de-

ftroyed, or the miracle rendered credible, but by an oppofite proof, which is fu-
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perior °.

periment, the confequence of which 1 always
uncertain, One may fometimes conjelture from
analogy what will follow ; but flill this is but con-
je@ture. And it mult be confelt, that, in the pre-
{ent cafe of freezing, the event follows contrary
to the rules of analogy, and is fuch as a rat’onal
Inpran would not lock for, The operations of
cold upon watcer are not gradual, according to the
degrees of cold; but whenever it comes to the
freezing point, the water pafics in 2 moment, from
the utmoft liquidity to perfe& hardnefs.  Such an
event, therefore, may be denominated extraordina-
ry, and requires a pretty ftrong tetimony, to sen-
der it credible to people in a warm climate: But
ft'llit is not miraculous, nor contrary to uniform
experience of the courle of nature in cafes where
all the circumftances are the fame. The inhabi-
tants of SuaraTra have always feen water liquid
in their own climate, and the freezing ot their ni-
vers ought to be deemed aprodigy : But they ne-
ver faw water in Muscovy duriog the winter ;
and therefore they cannot rezfonably be pofitive
what would there be the confequence, -

d Sometimes an event may not, ix ifelf, Jeen to
be contrary to the laws of nature, and yet, if it
were real, it might, by reafon of fome circum-

fances, be denominated a miracle ; becaufe, in

faZ, 1t 1s contrary to thefe faws. Thus if a per-
fon, claiming a divine authority, thould command
a fick perfon t¢ be well, a healthful man to fill
down dead, the clouds to pour rain, the winds to
blow, ‘in fhort, fhould o:der many natural events,
which immediately follow upca his command ;
thefe might jultly be elleemed miracles, becauis
they are really, in this cafe, contrary to the laws
of nature.  For if any fufpicion remain, that the
event and command concurred by accident, there
15 no miracle and no tranfgreffion of the laws of
natare, I this fufpicion be vemoaved, there s
cvidently a miracle, and a tranfgrefiion of thefe
laws ; becaufe nothing can be mwore contrary to
nature than that the voice or command of 2 man
fhould have {uch an infleence. A miracle may b3
accurately defined, a tranfgreffion of a larw of na-
ture &y a particular wolitien of the Deity, or by the
witerjojal of fome invifible agent. A miracle may
either be difcoverable by men or not.  This al-
ters not its nature and eff nce. The raifing of a
houfe or thip into the air is a vifible miracle.” The
raifing of a feather, when the wind wants ever fo.
little of a force requifice for that purpofe, is as
real a miacle, tho’ not fo fenfible w.th regard:

t0 us.
ThE
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T'ue plain confequence is (and 'tis a general maxim worthy of our attention)
¢« That no teftimony is fufficient to eftablith a miracle, unlefs the teftimony be
< of fuch a kind, that its falfhood would be more miraculous, than the fact,
“ which it endeavors to eftablifh : And even in that cafe, there is a mutual de-
“ ftruction of arguments, and the fuperior only gives us an affurance fuitable o
“ that degree of force, which remains, after dedufting tae inferior.”  When
any one tells me, that he faw a dead man reftored to life, I immediately confider
with myfelf, whether it be more probable, that this perfon fhould enher deceive
or be deceived, or that the fact which he relates, thould really have happencd, I
weigh the one miracle againft the other, and according to the fuperiority, which
I difcover, I pronounce my decifion, and always rejeét the greater miracle. If
the falthood of his teftimony would be more miraculous, than the event which he

relates 3 then, and not ol then, can he pretend to command my belicf or
opInIoN. . |

P A R T IL

Iv the foregoing reafoning we have fuppofed, that the teftimony, upon which
a miracle is founded, may poflibly amount to an entire proof, and that the falf-
heod of that teftimony would be a kind of prodigy. Buc ’tis eafy to fhew, thac
we have been a great deal too liberal in our conceflions, and chat there never was
a miraculous event, eftablithed on fo full an evidence.

For firf?, there is not to be found, in all hiftory, any miracle attefted by a fuf-
ficient number of men, of fuch unqueftioned good-fenfe, education, and learning
as to fecure us againft all delufion in themfclves; of fuch undoubted integrity,
as to place them beyond all fufpicion of any defign to deceive others ; of fuch
credit and reputation 1n the eyes of mankind as to have a great deal to lofe in cafe
of being detetted in any falthood ; and at the fame time attefting facts, performed
in fuch a public manner, and in {o celebrated a part of the world, as to render the
detection unavotdable : Ali which circumftances are requifite to give us a full af-
furance 1n the teftimony of men,

Seconpry. We may oblerve in human nature a principle, which, if ftrictly
examined, will be feund to diminith extremely the affurance, which we might
have, from human teftimony, in any kind of prodigy. The maxim, by which
we commonly condult ouriclves in our reafonings, is, that the objes, of which
we have no experience, reicmble thofe, of which we have; that what we have
found to be moft ufual is always moft probabk: ; and that where there is an op-
pofition of arguments, we ought to give the preference to fuch of them as are
founded on the greateft number of paft obfervations.  But tho’ in proceeding by
this rule, we readily rejedt any faét, which is unufual and incredible in an ordi-
nary degree 5 yet in advancing farther, the mind obferves not always the fame
rule ; but when any thiny is affirmed utterly abfurd and miraculous, it rather the
more readily admits fuch a fact, upon account of that very circumftance, which
ought to deftroy 2ll its authority. The paffion of fwrpiize and <wonder, arifing
from miracles, being an agreable emotion, gives a fen{ible tendency towards the
belief of thofe cvents, from which it is derived.  And this goes o far, that even
thofe who cannot enjoy this pleafure iinmediately, nor can believe thofe miracu-

Y yo2 lous
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lous events, of which they are informed, yet love to partake of the fatisfation at
fecond-hand, or by rebound, and place a pride and delight in exciting the admi-
ration of others.

Wirtn what greedinefs are the miraculous accounts of travellers received, their
defcriptions of fca and land monlters, their relations of wonderful adventures,
ftrange men, and uncouth manners? But if the {pirit of religion join itfelf to the
love of wonder, there is an end of common fenfe ; and human teftimony, in thefe
circumftances, lofes all pretenfions to authority. A religionift may be an enthu-
fialt, and imagine he fees what has no reality : He may know his narration to be
falfe, and yet perfevere in it, with the beft intentions in the world, for the fake of
promoting fo holy a caufe : Or even where this delufion has no place, vanity, ex-
cited by fo firong a temptation, operates on him more powerfully than on the reft
of mankind in any other circumftances ; and felf-intereft with equal force. His
auditors may not have, and commonly have not {ufficient judgment to canvafs his
evidence : What judgment they have, they renounce by principle, in thefe {ublime
and myfterious fubjeéts: Or if they were ever fo willing to employ it, paffion
and a hcated imagination difturb the regularity of its operations. Their cre-
dulity increafes his impudence : And his impudence over-powers their credulity.

Eroquence, when in its higheft pitch, leaves little room for reafon or reflec-
tion; but addrefling itlelf entirely to the fancy or the afietions, captivates the
willing hearers, and {fubdues their underftanding. Happily, this pitch it feldom
attains, But what aCicero or a DemosTrENES could fearcely operate over a Ro-

MAN or ATHENIAN audience, every Capuchin, every itinerant or ftationary teacher

can perform over the generality of mankind, and in a higher degree, by touching
fuch grofs and vulgar pafiions °.

TairpLy. It forms a very {trong prefumption againft all {fupernatural and mi-
raculous relations, that they are obferved chiefly to abound among ignorant and
barbarous nations ; or if a civilized people has ever given admiffion to any of them,
that people will be found to have received them from ignorant and barbarous an-

ceftors, who tranfmitted them with that inviolable {anction and authority, which
always attend antient and received opinions. When we perufe the firft hiftories of
all nations, we are apt to imagine ourfelves tranfported into {fome new world,
where the whole frame of nature is disjointed, and every element performs its
operations in a different manner, from what it does at prefent. Battles, revolu-
tions, peftilences, famines, and dearth are never the effects of thofe natural caufes,

¢ The many inftances of forged miracles, and marriages; infomuch that two young perfons of
prophecies and fupernatural events, which, in a!l equal condition never {ee each other twice, but
ages, have either been detected by contrary evi- the whole neighborhcod immediately join them
dence, or which dete&t themfclves by their ab- together. The pleafure of telling a prece of news
furdity, mark fufficiently the ftrong propenfity of fo interefting, of propagating it, and of being the
mankind to the extraordinary and the marvellous, firflt reporters of it, {preads the inteliigence. And

and ought reafonably to beget 2 fufpicion againft this is {o well known, that no man of fenfe gives
all relations of this kind. This is our natural way attention to thefe reports, till he finds them con-

of thinking, cven with regard to the moft com- firmed by fome greater evidence. Do not the
mon and moft credible events. For inftance: fame paflions, and others {lill Rronger, incline the
There is no kind of report, which rifes {o eafily, generality of mankind to the believing and re-

and fpreads fo quickly, efpecially in country porting, with the greateft vehemence and affu-
places and provincial towns, as thofe concerning rance, all religious miracles ?

which



which we experience. Prodigies, omens, oracles, judgments quite obfcure the
few natural events, that are intermingled with them. But as the former grow
thinner every page, in proportion as we advance nearer the enlightened ages of
fcience and knowlege, we {oon learn, that there is nothing myfterious or fuperna-’
tural in the cafe, but that all proceeds from the ufual propenfity of mankind to-
wards the marvellous, and that tho’ this inclination may at intervals receive a
check from fenfe and learning, it can never thoroughly be extirpated from human
nature. |

'Tis irange, a judicious reader is apt to fay, upon the perufal of thefe wonderful
hiftorians, that fuch prodigious ¢vents never bappen in our days. But ’tis nothing
ftrange, I hope, that men fhould lie in all ages. You muft furely have feen in-
ftances enow of that frailty, You have yourfelf heard many fuch marvellous rela-
tions ftarted, which being treated with {corn by all the wife and judicious, have at
faft been abandoned, even by the vulgar. Be affured, that' thofe renowned lies,
which have fpred and flourifhed to fuch a monftrous height, arofe from like begin-
nings ; but being fown in a more proper foil, fhot up at laft into prodigies almoft
equal to thofe, which they rclate.

*T'was a wife policy in that cunning impoftor, ALEXANDER, who, tho’ now
forgotten, was once fo famous, to lay the firft {fcene of his impoftures in ParuLa-
Gon1a, where, as Lucrawn tells us, the people were extremely ignorant and ftu-
pid, and ready to {wallow even the grofleft delufion. People at a diftance, who
are weak enough to think the matter at all worth enquiry, have no opportunity of
receiving better information. The {tories come magnified to them by a hundred
circumftances. Fools are induftrious to propagate the delufion ; while the wife
and learned are contented, in general, to deride its abfurdity, without informing

themfelves of the particular facts, by which it may be diftinétly refuted.  And thus
the impoftor above-mentioned was enable to proceed, from his ignorant PaprLa-

GONIANS, to the inlifting of votaries, even among the Grecian philofophers,
and men of the moft eminent rank and diftinttion in Rome. Nay could engage
the attention of that fage emperor Marcus Aurevrivs; fo far as to make him
truft the fuccefs of a military expedition to his delufive prophecies,

THE advantages are fo great of ftarting an impoftor among an ignorant pcople,
that even tho’ the delufion fhould be too grofs to impofe on the generality of
them (which, tho’ feldom, is fometimes the cafe) it has a much better chance of fuc-
ceeding in remote countries, than if the firft fcene had been laid in a city renowned
for arts and knowlege.  The moft ignorant and barbarous of thele barbarians carry
the report abroad. None of their countrymen have large enough correfpondence
or fufficient credit and authority to contradi¢t and beat down the delufion.  Mens
mclination to the marvellous has full opportunity to difplay itfelf. ~ And thus a
ftory, which 1s univerfally exploded in the place where i1t was firft ftarted, fhall
pafs for certain at a thoufand miles diftance. But had ALexanper fixed his refi-
dence at ATHENS, the philofophers of that renowned mart of learning, had im-
mediately {pred, thro’ the whole Roman empire, their fenfe of the matter, which,
being fupported by fo great authority, and difplayed by all the force of reafon
and cloquence, had entirely opened the eyes of mankind. °Tis true; Lucrawn
pafling by chance thro’ PaprLaconra had an opportunity of performing this go~1
ofhce, But, tho much to be withed, it does not always happen, thar <o n
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ALexanper meets with a Lucrawn, ready to expofe and detect his impo-
ftures ‘.

I may add as a fourth reafon, which diminithes the authority of prodigies, that
there is no teltimony for any, even thofe which have not been exprefsly detefted,
that is not oppofed by an infinite number of witneffes ; fo that not only the mi-
racle deftroys the credit of the teftimony, but even the teftumony deftroys itfelf.
To make this the better underftood, let us confider that, in matters of religion,
whatever is different is contrary, and that ’tis impoflible the rehigions of antient
Rome, of Turkey, of Siam, and of Cuina fhould, all of them, be eftablithed
on any folid foundation. ILivery miracle, therefore, pretended to have been
wrought in any of thefe religions fand all of them ahound in miracles) as its di-
rect fcope is to eftablifh the particular fyltem, to which it 1s attributed 5 fo has it the
fame force, tho’ more indireétiy, to overthrow every other fyftem. In deftroying
a rival fyftem, it likewife deftroys the credit of thole miracles, on which that {y-
ftem was eftablithed 5 fo that all che prod:gies of different religions are to be re-
garded as contrary facls, and the evidences of thefe prodigics, whether weak or
{trong, as oppofite to each other, According to this m taol of reafoning, when
we believe any miracle of MagoMET or any of his fucc. fTors, we have for our
warrant the teftimony of a few barbarous Aranrans: Anucn the orior hand, we
are to regard the autnority of Trtus Livius, PrrvTarce, Tacitus, and in
fhort of all the authors and » = fles, Grecian, CHINEsE, & .0 RomMan CaTHo-
1, 1c, who have related any v cles inol " pesicnl ¢ roligion; 1 lay, we are to
regard thetr teftimony in the fatae light as 't ~¢v lad mentioned that Manoase-
TAN miracle, and had in exprels terme cor . awcted ity with the fame certainty
as they have for the miracics they riiute. 1 his argument may appear over fub-
tile and refined 5 but is not in reality different from the reafoning of a judge, who
fuppofes, that the credit of two wit.divs, maintaining a crime againft any one,
1s deftroyed by the teftimony of two others, who anirm him to have been two
hundred leagues diftant, at the fume inftunt when the crime is faid to have been
commutted,

Oxe of the beft attefted mirac!>s in all prophane hiftory, is that which Ta-
crrus reports of Vespasian, who cured a blind man in ALexavpr1a, by means
of his {pittle, and a lame man by ihe mere touch of his foot ; in obedience to a
vifion of the god, SER Arls, who §ud enioined thems to have recourfe to the em-
peror, for thefe miraculous and extrzordin.ry cures.  The ftory may be feen in
that fine hiftorian & ; where every circumftance feems to add weight to the tefti-
mony, and might be difpl.yed st large with Il the force of argument and elo-
quence, 1if any one were now concerned to enforce the evidence of that exploded

and 1dolatrous fuperftition, The gravity, folidity, age, and probity of fo great

f Tt may here, perhaps, be objefted, th t I

proceed rathly, and form my notion: of Av x-
axper me:cly from the -ccovnt given of him by
Lucran, a profefled enemy. It were, indecd, to
be wifhed, that fome of the accounts publ thed
by his fullowers and accomplices had rematned.
The oppofition and contraft betwixe the charaQer
and condut of the fame man, as drawn by a

friead or an encmy is as ftrong, even in common
lite, much more in thefe religions matters, as that
betwist any two men in the world, betwixt Avex-
ANDEw and St. Pavr, for inftance. See a letter
to Gron. rr WesT, Efg; on the converfion and
apoitiefhip of St Pavt,

¢ Hit. Lab. 5. Car. 8. SurToxius gives the
{ame account in wita VESsP.

A I
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an entperor, who, thro’ the wiiole courfe of his life, converfed in a familiar way
v b Lile frtends and courtiers, anc never ahected thofe extraordinary airs of divi-
nity, affumed by Anexawnor and Demerrivs.  The hiftorfan, a cotemporary
writer, noted for cancor aind veracity, and withal, the greatedt and moft penetra-
tine gesius, perhaps of all antiquity 3 and fo free frem any tendency to luperfii-
rron and credulity, ti.r he even lies under the contrary imputation, of atheifm
and propiancicts 1 Tae porfons, from whofe seftimony he related the miracle, of
eitasitthad chovocler tor judz noent an i veracity, as we may well prefeme « eye-wit-
nades of e &, and confic ning tacdr verdidty after the Fravian family were
defpotied of the empire, and could no longer give any reward, as the price of a
lie.  Ulramque, qui riterfuere, nune queque memorant, poflguain nullum mendacio
pretion. Lo winch 1f we ald the public naruie of the facts, as related, 1t will

appear, that no evidonce can well be fuppoled fironger for fo grofs and fo palpa-
bic a falihocd.

Trere 15 cifo a very memorable flory related by Cardinal pe ReTz, and
which may wdil defirve our confideration.  When that intriguing politician fled
into Seain, tc avoid the perfecotion of his enemies, he paffed thro’ Saracossa,
the capital of Awrarox, where he was thewn, in the cathedral, a man, who had
ferved twenty years s a door-keeper, and was well known to every body in town,
that had ever pand their d v .tioas at that ¢hurch,  He had been feen, for fo long a
time, wantng a leg s but recovered that limb by the rubbing of holy oil upon the
ftump; and the cardinal affures us that he faw him with two legs.  This miracle
was vouched by all the canons of the church; and the whole company in town
were appealed to for a confirmation of the facty whom the cardinal found, by
their zeawus devotion, to te thorow believers of the miracle. Here the relater was
alfo cotemporary to the fuppofed prodigy, of an incredulous and libertine charac-
ter as well as of gre:t guutug, the miracle of {fo fingular a nature as could fearce
admit of a counterfair. and the witneffes very numerous, and all of them, in &
manner, fretators of rhe fact, to which they gave their teftimony.  And what
ad s mightily to the force of the evidence, and may double our furpriz: en this
occ.on, 18, that the cardinal hamlelf, who relates the ftory, feems not to gi{fc
ary credit to 1ty and confequently cannot be {ufpected of any concurrence in the
holy fravd.  He conficered jultly, that it was not requifite, in order to rejcét a
fact ot this nature, to be able accurately to difprove the teftimony, and to trace
its fiihooa, taro’ all the circumftances of knavery and credulity, which produced
. iz knew, that as this was commonly altogether impoflible at any finall di-
Hance of time and prace 5 fo was 1t extremely difficult; ¢ven where one was im-
medi.tely prefent, by rcafon of the bigotry, ignorance, cuining and roguery of a
great part of mankind.  He therefore concluded, like a juft reafoner, that fuch
an evidence carried falthcod upon the very face of it. ard that a miracle fupported

by any humun teflimony, was more properly a fubject of derifion than of
argurnent.

THERE furlv never w.s fo great a number of miracles afcribed to one perfon,
as thole, which v.cre larcly faid to have been wrought in Fr ancE upon the tomb of

Abbe Paris. the famose Jansentst, with whole fanéity che people were {0 Jong,

deinded. The curir g of the fick, givirg hearing to the deaf, and fight to th

biind, were every whure talked of; as the ufual effets of that holy fepulchre, Buc
what
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what is more extraordinary ; many of the miracles were immediately proved, upon
the {pot, before judges of unqueftioned integrity, attefted by witnefles of credic
and diftinétion, in a learned age, and on the mott eminent theatre, that is now in
the world. Nor is this all: A relation of them was publifhed, and difperfed
every where 5 nor were the Fefuits, tho' a learned body, fupported by the civil
magiftrate, and determined enemics to thofe opinions, in whole favor the miracles
were {aid to have been wrought, cver able diftinétly to refute or detet them®,

h This book was wrote by Mon{. de MoxTce-
row, counfellor or judge of the parliament of
Paris, a man of ficure and charater, who was
alfo a mariyr to the caule, and is now faid to be
fomewhere in a dungeon on account of his book.

There is another book in three volumes (called
Recueil des Miracles de I' Abbé Paris) giving an
account of many of thefe miracles, and accom-
panied with prefatory difcourfes, which are
very well wrote,  There runs, however, thro’the
whoie of thefe a ridiculous comparifon betwixt
the miracles of our Saviour and thofe of the Abbe ;
wherein 'ts aflerted, that the evidence for the
latter is equal to that for the former: As if the
teftimony of men could ever be putin the balance
with that of God himfelf, who conduéted the pen
of the infpired writers. If thefe writers, mdeed,
were to be confidered merely as human teftimony,
the Frencu author is very moderate in his com-
parifon ; fince he might, with fome appearance
of realon, pretend, that the Jawsenist miracles
much furpafls the others in evidence and autho-
rity. The following circumftances are drawn
from authentic papers, inferted in the above-men-
tioned book.

Many of the miracles of Abbé Parrs were
proved immediately by witnefles before the ofh-
ciality or bifhop’s court of Paris, under the eye
of cardinal NoaiLrLes, whofe charaler for inte-
grity and capacity was never contefted even by
his enemies.

His fucceflor in the archbifhopric was an enemy
to the JansextsTs, and for that reafon promoted
to the fee by the court. Yet 22 reftors or cures of
Paris, with infinite earneftnefls, prels him to exa-
mine thofe miracles, which they affert to be
known to the whole world, and indifputably cer-
tain : But he wifely forbore,

The MovinisT party had tried to difcredit thefe
miracles in one wnftance, that of Madamoifelle le
Franc. But befides, that their proceedings
were in many refpe&ts the molt irregular in the
world, particularly in citing only a few of the
JansenisTs witnefles, whom they tampered with:
Befides this, I fay, they foon found themfelves
overwhelmed by a cloud of new witnefles, one
hundred and twenty in number, moft of them
perfons of credit and fubflance in Par1s, who

W here

gave oath for the miracle. 'This was accompa.
nied with a folemn and carneft appeal to the par-
liament. But the parilament were forbid by au-
thority to meddle in the affair. It was at laft ob.
{ferved that where men are heated by zeal and en.
thufiafm, there is no degree of human teftimony
{0 firong as may not be procured for the greateft
abfurdity : And thofe who will be fo filly as to
examine the affair by that medium, and feek pas.
ticular flaws in the teftimony, are almoft fure 1o
be confounded. It muft be a miferable impolture,
indeed, that does not prevail in that contett,

All who have been in Prance about that time
have heard of the great reputation of Monf. He-
RAUT, the leutenant de Police, whole vigilance,
penetration, adlivity, and extenfive intelligence
have becn much talked of. This magiitrate, who
by the nature of Lis office 1s almolt ab{olute, was
invelted with full powers, on purpofe to fupprefs
or difcredit thefe miracles; and he frequently
{eized immediately, and examined the witneffes
and fubjets of them : But never could reach any
thing {atisfallory apainft them.

In the cafe of Madamoifelle TuizavuT he fent
the famous De Syiva to examine her; whole
evidence is very curious.  T'he phyfician declares,
that it was impoflible fhe could have been fo il as
was proved by witnefles; becaufe it was impoffible
fhe could, in fo fhort a time, have recovered {o
perfetly as he found her. He reafoned like a
man of {enfe, from natural canfes ; but the oppo-
fite party to'd him, that the whole was a miracle,
and that his evidence was the very beft proof of it.

The MovLixisTs were in a {ad dilemma. They
durft not aflert the abfolute infufficiency of human
cvidence to prove a miracle: They were obliged
to {ay, that thefe miracles were wrought by witch-
craft and the devil. But they were told, that this
was the refource of the Jews of old.

No Jansewist was ever embarraffed to account
for the ceffation of the miracles, when the church-
yard was fhut up by the king’s edi®. It was the
touch of the tomb, which operated thefe extraor-
dinary effects ; and when no one couid approach
the tomb, no effelts could be expelted. God,
indeed, could have thrown down the walls 1n 2
moment ; but he is mafter of his own graces and
works, and it belongs not to us to accoun; for

them,
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Where fhall we find fuch a number of circumitances, agrecing to th corrobora-
tion of one fat? And what have we to oppofe-to fuch a cloud of witneflts, but
the abfolute impoffibility or miraculous nature of the events, which they re-
late ! And this furely, in the eyes of all realonable people, will alone be regarded
as a {ufhcient refutation.

Is the confequence jult, becaufe fome human teftimony has the uvtmoft {orce
and authority in fome cafes, when it relates the battles of Puir1rprr or PHarsa-
114, for inftance; that therefore all kinds of teftimony muft, in all cafes, have
equal force and authority ? Suppofe that the Czsarcan and Poumperan faltions
had, each of themy, claimed the vitory in thefe battles, and that the hiltorians
of each party had uniformly afcribed the advantage to their own fide; how
could mankind, at this diftance, have been able to determine between them?
The contrariety is equaily ftrong between the miracles related by Hrropborus
or PLurarcn, and thofe delivered by Marianva, Bepe, or any monkifh
hiltorian.

THE wife lend a very academic faith to every report, which favors the paffion
of the reporter; whether it magpifies his country, his family, or himfelf, or in
any other way ftrikes in. with his natural inclinations and propenfities. But what
greater temptation than to appear a miffionary, a prophet, an ambaffador from
heaven? Who would not encounter many dangers and difficulties, in order to at-
tan fo fublime a charalter? Or if, by the help of vanity and a heated imagina-
tion, a man has firlt made a convert of himfelf and entered ferioufly into the de-
lufion ; who ever {cruples to make ufe of pious frauds, in fupport of fo holy and

meritorious a caufe ?

them. e did not throw down the walls of every
city like thofe of Jerico, on the founding of the
rams-horns, nor break up the prifon of every zpo-
ftle, like that of St. PavuL.

No lefs 2 man, than the Duc de CuaTirLoy,
nduke and peer of France of the higheft rank
and family, gives evidence of a miraculous cure,
performed upon a fervant of his, who had lived fe-
veral years in his houfe with a vifible and palpa-
ble infirmity.

I fhall conclude with obferving, that no clergy
are more celebrated for ftritnefs of life and man.
ners than the fecular clergy of Fraxce, partice-
larly the re€ors or curés of Paris, who bear fuch
teflimony to thefe impoftures,

The learning, genius, and probity of the gen.
tlemen and the aufterity of the nuns of Por-
Roy at have been much celebrated all over Eu.-
ROPE. Yet they all give evidence for a miracle,
wrought on the niece of the famous Pascual,
whofe fanllity of life, as well as extraordinary
capacity, is well known. The famous Racixe
gives an account of this miracle in his famous hi-
flory of PorT-Rovay, and fortifies it with all the
proofs, which a multitude of nups, priells, phyfi.
cians, and men of the world, all of them of un-
doubted credit, could beflow upon it, Several

men of letters, particularly the bifhopof Tovrnar,
thought this miracle {o certain, asto employ itin
the refutation of atheifts and free-thirkers, The
queen-regent of France, who was extreme'y pre-
judiced againft the PorT-Roy aL, fent her own
phyfician to examine the miracle, who returned
an abfolute convert. In {hort, the fupernatural
cure was {o unconteftable, that it {aved, for a
time, that famous monaftery from the ruin with
which it was threatened by the Jefuits, Had it
been a cheat, it had certainly been deteted by
{uch fagacious and powerful antagonifls, and muft
have haftened the ruin of the centrivers,  Qur di-
vines, who can build up a formidable caftle from
{uch defpicable materials ; what a prodigious fa-
bric could they have reared from thefe and many
other circumftances, which I have rot mentioned !
How oft would the great names of Pascuar, Ra-
ciNE, Arnavup, NicoLE, haverefounded in our
cars 7 But if they be wife, they had better adope
the miracle, as being more worth, a thoufand
times, than all the reft of their col'eftion. Pe-
fides, it may ferve very much to their purpofe.
For that miracle was really performed by the
touch of an authentic holy prickle of the holy

thorn, which compofed the holy crown, which,
&c.

Z 2 THE
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Tne {malleft fpark may here kindle into the greateft flame; becaufe the mj-
terials are always prepared for it. The avidum genus auricularum’, the gazing
populace receive greedily, without examination, whatever fooths fuperftition, and
pronlotes wonder. .

How many ftories of this nature have, in all ages, been detected and exploded
in their infancy ? How many more have been celebrated for a time, and kave af-
terwards funk into neglett and oblivion? Where fuch reports, therefore, fly
about, the folution of the phznomenon is obvious ; and we judee in conformity
to regular experience and obfervation, when we account for it by the known and
natural principles of credulity and delufion,  And fhall we, racher than have a re-
courfe to {o natural a {olution, allow of a miraculous violation of the moft efta-
blithed laws of nature? - _-

I neED not mention the difficulty of dete€ting a falthood in any private or even
public hiftory, at the time and place, where it is faid to happen; much more
where the {cene is removed to ever fo {mall a diftance, Even a court of judica-
ture, with ail the authority, accuracy, and judgment, which they can employ,
find themielves often at a lofs to diftinguifh between truth and falthood in the moft
recent ations.  But the matter never comes to any iffue, if trufted to the com-
mon method of altercation and debate and flying rumors 3 efpecially when men’s

paffions have taken party on either fide,
In the 1a2fancy of new religions. the wife and learned commonly efteem the

maier too inconfiderable to deferve their attention or regard. And when af-
terwards they would wiliingly deteCt the cheaty in order to undeceive the deluded
multituce, the feafon is now gone, and the records and witnefles, which might
clear up the master; have perithed beyond recovery.

No means of deteion remain, but thofe which muft be drawn from the very
teftimony itielf of the reporters : And thefe, tho” always fufficient with the judi-
cious and knowing, are commonly too fine to fall under the comprehenfion of the
vulear.

Upon the whole, then, it appears, that no teftimony for any kind of miracle-
has ever amountzd to a protabiiity, much lefs to a proof; and that even fup-
pofling it amounted to a proof, it would be oppofed by another proof, dertved
from the very nature of the fa&t, which it would endeavor to eftablith, *Tis ex-
perience only, which gives authority to human teftimony 3 and ’ts the fime ex-
perience, which affures us of the laws of nature. When, therefore, thefe two
kinds of experience are contrary, we have nothing to do but fubftraét the one
trom the other, and embrace an opinion, either on one fide or the other, with
that affurance, which arifes from the remainder. But according to the principle
here explained, this fubftrattion, with regard to all popular religions, amounts to
an entire annthilation ; and therefore we may eftablifh it as a maxim, that no hu-
man teftimony can have fuch force as to prove a miracle, and make it a juft foun-

dation for any fuch fyftem of religion ®.
I am

! LucrerT, fyftem of religion. For I own, that otherwife,
¥ I beg the limitations here made may be there may poflibly be miracles, or violations
remarked, when I fay, that a miracle can ne- of the ufual courfe of nature, of fuch a kind as to

ver be proved, o as to be the foundation of 3. admit of proof from human teflimony ; tho', per-
haps,
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I'aM the better pleafed with this method of reafoning, as I think it may ferve
to confound thofe dangerous friends or diguifed enemies to the Chriftian Religion,
who have undertaken to defend it by the principles of human reafon. .Our moft
holy religion is founded on Faith, not on reafon; and ‘tis a fure method of ex-
pofing it to put it to {uch a trial as it is, by no means, fitted to endure. To make
this more evident, let us examine thofe miracles, related in {cripture ; and not to
lofe ourfelves in too wide a field, let us confine ourfelves to fuch as we find in the
Pentatench, which we fhall examine, according to the principles of thefe pretended
Chriftians, not as the word or teftimony of God himlelf, but as the produttion of

a mere human writer and hittorian.

haps, it will be impofiible to find any {uch in all
the records of hiftory. Thus, fuppofe, all au.
thors, in all languages, agree, that from the firft
of Jaxuary, 1620, there was a total darknefs
over the whole earth for eight days: Suppofe that
the tradition of this extrao:dinary event, 1s ftll
ftrong and lively among the people: That all
travellers, who rerurn from foreign countrics,
bring us accounts of the fame tradition, with-
out the {eaft variation or contradiltion: "Lis evi-
dent, that our prefen: philofophers, inftead of
doubting of that fa&t, ought to reczive it for cer-
tain, and ought to {earch for the caufes, whence
it might be derived. The decay, corruption, and
diffolution of nature, is an event rendered pro-
bable by {o many analogies, that any phznome-
non, which feems to have a tendency towards that
cataltrophe, comes within the reach of human
teftimony, if that teftimony be very extenfive, and
uniform.

But fuppofe, that all the hiftorians, who treat
of Excraxp, fhould agree, that on the firlt of
Jazuary, 1600, queen EvrizaseTH died; that
both before and after her death fhe was feen by
her phyficians and the whole court, as is ufual
with perfons of her rank ; that her {ucceflor was
acknowleged and proclaimed by the parliament;
and that, after being interred a month, the again
appeared, tock pofleflion of the throne, and go-
verned [inG L a«p for three years ¢ I muft confefs,
I fould be furprized at the concurrence of fo ma-
ny odd circumift:nces, but fhould not have the
leatt inclination to believe {o miraculous an event,
I thou!d not doubt of her pretended death, and
of thofe other public circumftances, that followed
it: [ fhouid only affert it to have been pretended,
and that it neitner was, nor poffibly could be real.
Yon would in vain objet to me the difficulty, and
almoft impoflibility of deceiving the world in an
affair of fuch confequence; the wifdom and in.
tegrity of that renowned queen; with the little or
no advantage which fhe could reap from fo poor
an artifice : All this might aftomith me; but Iwould
ttill replv, that the knavery and folly of men are

Here then we are firft to confider a book,

{uch common phxznomena, that I fhould r-thar
believe the moft extraordinary events to arife from
their concurrence than admit {o fignal a violation
of the laws of nature.

But thould thi: miracle be afcribed to any new
{yftem of religion; men, in all ages, have been io
much impofed on by ridiculons ftorics of :hat kind;
that this very circumftance would be a ful! proof
of a cheat, and {ufhcient, with all men of fenic,
not only to make them rejelt the falt, but even
rejet it without farther examination. Tho' the
Being to whom the miracle is afcribed, be, in this
cafe, Almighty, itdoes not, upon that account, be-
come & whit more probable ; fince 'tis impoilible
for us to know the attributes or actions of fuch a
being, otherwile than from the experience, which
we have, of his produions, in the ufual courfe
of nature. ‘This {till reduces us to pait obferva-
tion, and obliges us to compare the inftances of
the violations of truth in the teftimony of men
with thofe of the violation of the laws of nature
by miracles, in order to judge which of them is
moft likely and probable. As the violations of
truth are morc common in the teftimony con-
cerning religiogs miracles than in that concerning
any other matter of fadt ; this muft diminith very
much the authority of the former teftimony, and
make us form a general refolution never to lend
any attention to it, with whatever f{pecious pre-
text it may be covered.,

My lord Bacon feems to have embraced
the fame principles of reafoning. ¢ Facienda
““ enim elt congeries five hiftoria naturalis parti-
‘“ cularis omnium monftrorum & partuum natura
¢ predigioforum ; omnis denique novitatis & ra-
“ riratis & inconfuett in natera,  Hoc vero faci-
“ endum eft cum feverifimo delettu, ut cenitet
“ fides. Maxime autem habenda {unt pro fufpec-
““ tis quxz pendent quomodocunque ex religione,
ut prodigia Livir: Nec minus qua inveniun-
“ turin {criptoribus magie naturalis, aut ctiam
‘“ alchymiz, & hujulmoedi hominibus; qui tan-
“ quam proci funt & amatores fabularum.”

Nov, Organ. Lib, z. Aph. z9.

L

Z z2 prefented
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prefented to us by a barbarous and ignorant people, wrote in an age when they
were ftill more barbarows, and in all probability long after the facts which it re-
lates 5 corroborated by no concurring teftimony, and refembling thofe fabulous
accounts, which every nation gives of its origin.  Upon reading this book, we
find it full of prodigies and miracles, It gives an account of a ftate of the world
and of human nature entirely different from the prefent: Of our fall from thas
ftate: Of the age of man, extended to near a thoufand years : Of the deftru@ion
of the world by a dcluge : Of the arbitrary choice of one people, as the favorites
of heaven ; and that people, the countrymen of the author: Of their deliverance
from bondage by prodigies the moit aftonifhing imaginable : I defire any one to
lay his hand upon his heart, and after ferious confideration declare, whether he
thinks, that the fallhood of fuch a book, {upported by fuch a teftlimony, would
be more extraordinary and miraculous than all the miracles it relates; which is,
however, neceffary to make it be received, according to the meafures of probabi-
lity above eftablifhed.

WuaTt we have faid of miracles may be applied, without any variation, to
prophecies ; and indeed, all prophecies are real miracles, and as fuch only, can
te admitted as proofs of any revelation. | If it did not exceed the capacity of hu-
man nature to foretel future events, it would be abfurd to employ any prophecy
as an argument for a divine miffion or authority from heaven. So that, upon the
whole, we may conclude, that the Chriffian Religion, not only was at firlt attended

with miracles, but even at this day cannot be believed by any reafonable perfon
without ane, Mere reafon is infufficient to convince us of its veracity : And who-

ever is moved by Faith to affent to it is confcious of a continued miracle in his
own perfon, which fubverts all the principles of his underftanding, and gives
kim a determination to believe what is moft contrary to cuftom and experience.

SECTION XI.

OF A PARTICULAR PROVIDENCE AND
OF A FUTURE STATE,

WAS lately engaged in converfation with a friend who loves {ceptical para-

doxes ; where, tho’ he advanced many principles, of which I can by no means
aporove, yet as they feem to be curious, and to bear fome relation to the chain of
realoning carried on thro’ thefe effays, I fhall here copy them from my
memory as accurately as I can, in order to fubmit them to the judgment of the
yeacer.

Cur converfation began with my admiring the fingular good fortune of philo-
{fophy, which, as it requires intire liberty, above all other privileges, and
florithes chiefly from the free oppofition of fentiments and argumenrtation, received
its firlt birth in an age and country of freedom.and toleration, and was never
cramped, e¢ven in its moft extravagant principles, by <dny creeds, confeffions, mi

pena



