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PART L

A VOYAGE to LaruTa, BAlL.
N1BARBI, LUGGNAGG, GLUBB-
DUBDRIBB, and JAPAN.

CHAP L

The Author féts out on bis Third Voyage |
is taken by Pyrates. The Malice of a

Dutchman. His Arvival at an Ifland,
He is recerved into Laputa.

O Raml HAD not been at Home a-
gre=bgl bove ten Days, when Cap-
acs tain  Hilliam  Robinfon, a

== Cornifp  Man, Commander
pewell, a ftout Ship of Three
Part TII. B Hundred




y A VOYAGE -

Hundred Tuns, came to my Houfe. I had
formerly been Surgeon of another Ship
where he was Malter, and a fourth
Part Owner, 1n a Voyage to the Levant 5
He had always treated me more like a
Brother than an inferior Officer, and
hearing of my Arrival made me a Vifit,
as 1 apprehended onljf out of Friend-

fhip, for nothing paffed more than what
is ufual after long Abfences. But repeat-

ing his Vifits often, exprefling his Joy
to find me i1n good Health, asking
whether I were now fettled for Life,
adding that he intended a Voyage to
the Eaff-Indies, intwo Months. At laft
he plainly invited me, though with fome
Apologies, to be Surgeon of the Ship;
that I {hould have another Surgeon un-
der me befides our two Matesy that my
Sallary fhould be double to the ufual
Pay; and that having experienced my
Knowledge in Sea-Affairs to be at leaft
equal to his, he would enter into any
Engagement to follow my Advice, as
much as if Thad fhare in the Command.

H=s



o LAPUT A, U, 3
‘He faid fo many other obliging
Things,and I knew him to be {o honeft
a Man, that I could not rejet his Pro-
pofal; the Thirft T had of Heeing the
World, notwithftanding my paft Mif:
fortunes, continuing as violent as ever.
The only Difficulty that remained, was

to perfuade my Wife, whofe Confent,
however, I at laft obtained by the Pro-

fpect of Advantage fhe propofed to her
Children. |

WE fet out the sth Day of Augufl,
1706. and arrived at Fort S George
the 11th of April, 1707. {tayed thers
three Weeks to refrefh our Crew, many
of whom were fick. From thence we
went to Tonguin, where the Captain re-
folved to continue fome Time, becaufa
many of the Goods he intended to buy
were not ready, nor could he expe@ to
be difpatched in fome Months. There-
tore in hopes to defray fome of the
Charges he muft be at, he bought a
Sloop, loaded it with feveral forts of

B2 GOOde
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Goods, wherewith the Tonquinefe ufually
trade to the neighbouring Iflands, and
putting fourteen Men on Board, where-
of three were of the Country, he ap-
pointed me Mafter of the Sloop, and
cave me Power to traffick for two
Months, while he tranfatted his Affairs
at Tonquin.

W e had not failed above three Days,
when a great Storm arifing, we were
driven five Days to the North-North-Eaft,
and then to the Eaft; after which we
had fair Weather, but ftill with a pretty
firong Gale from the Weit. Upon the

tenth Day we were chafed by two
Pyrates, who foon overtook us; for my

Sloop was fo deep loaden, that fhe
Gailed very {low, neither were we 1n 2
Condition to defend our felves.

W were boarded about the fame
Time by both the Pyrates, who enter’d
furioufly at the Head of their Men, but

finding us all proftrate upon oOut Faces,
(for
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(for fo ¥ gave order,) they pinioned us
with ft1 ¢ Ropes, and {etting a Guard
upon us, went to fearch the Sloop.

1 osservep among them a Dutch-
man, who feemed to be of {ome Autho-
rity, though he was not Commander of
cither Ship. He knew us by oar Coun-
tenances to be Englifbmen, and jabber-
ing to us in his own Language, iwore
we fhould be tied Back to Back, and
thrown into the Sea. I ipoke Duztch
tolerably well; I told him who we were,
and begged him, in confideration of our
being Chriftians and Proteftants, of
neighbouring Countries, in ftrict Alli-
ance, that he would move the Captains
to take fome Pity on us. This inflamed
his Rage; he repeated his Threatnings,
and, turning to his Companions, {poke
with great Vehemence, in the Fapanefe
Language, as I {uppofe, often uling the
Word Chriftians s. -

T uE largeft of the two Pyrate Ships
was commanded by a Fapanefe Captain,
B 3 WhO



6 AVOYAGE -

who fpoke a little Dutch, but very im-

perfeClly. Heecameup to me, and after
{feveral Queftions, which I-anfwered in
great Humility, he faid we fhould not
die. I made the Captain a very low
Bow, and then turning to the Dutch.
man, {aid, I was forry to find more
Mercy in a Heathen, than in a Brother
Chriftian. But I had {foon Reafon to re-
pent thofe foolith Words, for that mali-
cious Reprobate, having often endea-
voured in vain to perfuade both the
Captains that I might be thrown into
the Sea, (which they would not yield to
after the Promife made me, that I fhould
not die,) however prevailed {o far as to
‘have a Punifhment inflied on me,
worle 1n all. human Appearance than
Death 1t felf. My Men were fent by an
equal Divifion into both the Pirate-
Ships, and my Sloop new manned. As
to my felf, it was determined that I
fhould be {et a drift in a fmall Canoe,
with Paddles and a Sail, and four Days

Provilions, which laft the Fapanefe Cap-
fain
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tain was {o kind to double out of his
own Stores, and would permit no Man
to fearch me. | g0t down into the
C&HOE, ‘while the Dutchman ﬂanding
upon the Deck, loaded me with all the
Curfes and injurious Terms his Lan-
guage could afford.

Az ouT an Hour before we faw the
Pirates, I had taken an Obfervation, and
found we were 1n the Latitude of 46 N,
and of Longitude 183. When I was
at fome Diftance from the Pirates, I difco-
vered by my Pocket-Glafs {feveral Iflands
to the ‘South-Eaft. I fet up my Sail,
the Wind being fair, with a Defign to
reach the neareft of thofe Iflands, which
I made a Shift to do in about three
Hours. It wasall rocky ; however, I got
many Birds Eggs, and ftriking Fire I
kindled fome Heath and dry Sea-Weed,
by which I roafted my Eggs. I eat no
other Supper, being refolved to {pare my
Provifions as much as I could. I pafled
the Night under the Shelter of a Rock,

ba ftrow-
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ftrowing fome Heath under me, and
lept pretty well.

T u E next Day 1 failed to another
Ifland, and thence to a third and fourth,
fometimes ufing my Sail, and fometimes
my Paddles. But not to trouble the
Reader with a particular Account of my
Diftreiles, let it fuffice, that on the sth
Day I arrived at the laft Iland in my

Sight, which lay South-South-Eaft to
the former.

T'uis Ifland was at a greater Diftance
than I expetted, and I did not reach it
in lefs than five Hours. 1 encompaf-
fed 1t almoft round before I could find
a conventent Place to land in, which
was a imall Creek, about three Times
the Widenefs of my Canoe. 1 found
the Iland to be all rocky, only a little
intermingled with Tufts of Grafs, and
fweet-fmelling Herbs. I took out my
- {mall Provifions, and after having re-
frefhed my felf, I fecured the Remainder

| in
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in ‘a Cave, whereof there were great
Numbers. I gathered plenty of  Eggs
upon the Rocks, and got a Quantity of
dry Sea-Weed and parched Grafs, which
I defigned to kindle the next Day, and

‘roaft my Eggs as well as I could. (For
I had about me my Flint, Steel, Match,
and Burning-Glafs.) I lay all Night in
the Cave where I ‘had lodged my Pro-
vifions. My Bed was the fame dry
Grafs and Sea-weed which I intended
for Fewel. 1 f{lept very little, for the
Difquiets of my Mind prevailed over
my Wearinefs, and kept me awake. 1
confidered how impoflible 1t was to pre-
ferve my:Life in {o defolate a Place, and
how miferable my End muft be. Yetl
found my felf fo littlefs and defponding,
that T had not the Heart to rife, and be-
fore T could get Spirits enough to creep
out of my Cave, the ‘Day was far ad-
vanced. I walked a while among the
Rocks: the Sky was perfectly clear, and
the Sun fo hot, that 1 was forced to turn

my Face from it: When all on a {ud-
| den
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den it became obfcured, as I thought,
in 2 Manner very different {from what
happens by the Interpofition of a Cloud.
I turned back, and perceived a vaft Opake
Body berween me and the Sun, moving
forwards towards the Ifland: It {eemed
to be about two Miles high, and hid
the Sun f{ix or feven Minutes ; but I did
not obferve the Air to be much colder,
or the Sky more darkned, than if I had
ftood under the Shade of a Mountain.
As it approached nearer over the Place
where I was, 1t appeared to be a firm
Subftance, the Bottom flat, fmooth, and
thining very bright from the Refletion
of the Seabelow. I{tood upon a Height
about two hundred Yards from the
Shoar, and faw this vaft Body defcend-
ing almoft to a Parallel with me, at lefs
than an Exglfb Mile diftance. I took
out my Pocket-Perfpective, and could
plainly dilcover Numbers of . People
moving up and down the Sides of i,
which appeared to be floping, but

what
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what thofe People wese doing, 1 was
not able to ditinguilh.

T u e natural Love of Life gave me
fome inward Motions of Joy, and I was
ready to entertain a Hope, thdt this
Adventure might fome Way or other

help to deliver me from the defolate
Place and Condition I was in. But at

the fame Time the Reader can hardly
conceive my Aftoniihment, to behold an
Ifland in the Air, inhabited by Men,
who were able, (as it fhould feem,) to
raife, or fink, or put it into a Pro-
greflive Motion, as they pleafed. But
not being at that Time in a Difpofitien
to philofophife upon this Phznomenon,
I rather chofe to obferve what Courle
the Ifland would take, becaufe it feemed
for a while to ftand ftill. Yet foon af-
ter it advanced nearer, and I could fee
the Sides of it encompafled with feveral
Gradations of Galleries and Stairs, at
certain Intervals, to defcend from one

to the other. In the loweft Gallery I
beheld
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beheld {fome People fithing with long
Angling Rods, and others looking on.
I waved my Cap, ( for my Hat was
long {ince worn out,) and my Hand-
kerchief towards the Ifland ; and, upon
its nearer Approach, I called and fhout-
ed with the utmoft Strength of my Voice,
and then looking circumfipetly, I be-
held a Crowd gathered to that Side which
was moft in my View. Ifound by their
pointing towards me, and to each other,
that they plainly difcovered me, although
they made no Return to my Shouting.
But I could fee four or five Men running
in great Hafte up the Stairs to the Top
of the Ifland, who then difappeared. 1
happened rightly to conjeture, that
thefe were {ent for Orders to {fome Perfon
in Authority upon this Occafion.

T v E Number of People increafed,
and 1n lefs than half an Hour the Ifland
was moved and raifed in fuch a2 Man-
ner, that the loweft Gallery appeared in

a Parallel of lefs than an Hundred Yards
diftance
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diftance from the Height where I ftood.
I then put my felf into the moft fuppli-
cating Poftures, and fpoke in the hum-
bleft Accent, but received no Aniwer-
Thofe who ftood neareft over-againit
me, feemed to be Perfons of Diftinction,
as I fuppofed by their Habit. They con-
ferred earneftly with each other, looking
often upon me. At length one of them
called out in a clear, polite, {mooth Dia-
le&, not unlike in Sound to the Italian;
and therefore I returned an Anfwer In
that Language, hoping at leaft that the
Cadence might be more agreeable to
his Ears. Although neitherof us under-
ftood the other, yet my Meaning was
eafily known, for the People faw the
Diftrefs I was 1n.

Tuey made Signs for me to come

down from the Rock, and go towards the
Shoar, which I accordingly did ; and the
flying Hland being raifed to a convent-

ent Height, the Verge directly over me,
2
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a Chain was let down from the loweft
Gallery, with a Seat faften’d to the Bot-
tom, to which I fixed my {elf, and was
drawn up by Pullies.

CHAP.
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CHAP IL

The Humours and Difpofisions of the
Laputians defcribed.  An Account
of their Learning. Of the King and
bis Cours.  The Authors Reception
there.  The Inhabitanis [ubject to

Fears and Difquictudes. An Accozmt
of the Women.

iy T my alighting T was fur-
B, 18 rounded by a Crowd of
SAADO People; but thofe who ftood
== neareft feemed to he of

better Quality. They beheld me with
all the Marks and Circumftances of
Wonder; neither, indeed, was I much in

their Debt, having never till then feen 2
Race of Mortals fo fingular in their

Shapes,
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Shapes, Habits, and Countenances. Their
Heads were all reclined either to the
Right, or the Left; one of their Eyes
turned inward, and the other dire&tly up
to the Zenith. Therr outward Garments
were adorned with the Figures of Suns,
Moons, and Stars, interwoven with thofe
of Fiddles, Flutes, Harps, Trumpets,
Guittars, Harplicords, and many more
Inftruments of Mulick, unknown to us in
Europe. 1 obferved here and there manyin
the Habit of Servants, with a blown Blad-
der faften’d like a Flail to the End of 3
fhort Stick, which they carried in their
Hands. In each Bladder was a {mall
Quantity of dried Peafe, or little Pebbles,
(as I was afterwards informed.) With
thefe Bladders they now and then flap-
ped the Mouths and Ears of thofe who
ftood near them, of which Pralice I
could not then conceive the Meaning :
It {eems, the Minds of thefe People are
fo taken up with intenfe Speculations,
that they neither can fpeak, nor attend
to the Difcourfes of others, without be-

1ng
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ing rouzed by fome external Ta&ion
upon the Organs of Speech and Hea-
ring ; for which Reafon, thofe Perfons
who are able to afford it always keep
a Flapper (the Original 1s Climenole) in
thetr Family, as one of their Domefticks,
nor ever walk abroad or make Vifits
without him. . And the Bufinefs of this
Officer is, when two or three more
Perfons are in Company, gently to firike
with his Bladder the Mouth of him
who is to fpeak, and the right Ear of
him or them to whom the Speaker
addrefleth himfelf. This Flagper is like-
wile employed diligently to attend his
Mafter 1n his Walks, and, upon occafion,
to give him a foft Flap on his Eyes, be-
caule he is always fo wrapped up in
Cogitation, that he is in manifeft Danger

of falling down every Precipice, and
bouncmg his Head againft every Poft,

and 1n the Streets of juitling Others,

or being juftled himfelf into the Ken-
nel.

_ C ' 1T
PartIIl. :
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It was neceflary to give the Reader
this Information, without which he

would be at the fame Lofs with me, to
underftand the Proceedings of thefe Peo-
ple, as they condutted me up the Stairs,
to the Top of the Iland, and from
thence to the Royal Palace. While we
were afcending, they forgot f{everal
Times what they were about, and left
me to my felf, till their Memories were
again- rouzed by their Flappers ; for
they appeared altogether unmoved by
the - Sight of my foreign Habit and
Countenance, and by the Shouts of the

Vulgar, whofe Thoughts and Minds were
more difengaged. -

AT laft we enter'd the Palace, and
proceeded into the Chamber -of Prefence,
where I faw the King feated on his
Throne, attended on each Side by Per-
fons of Prime Quality. Before the
Throne, was a large Table filled with
Globes and Spheres, and Mathematical
Inftruments of all Kinds. His Majefty

took
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took not the leaft Notice of us, althoucrh
our Entrance was not without fufﬁc1—
ent Noife, by the Concourfe of all Per-
{fons belonging to the Court. But he
was then deep in a Problem, and we at-
tended at leaft an Hour, before he could
folve it. There ftood by him on each
Side, a young Page, with Flaps in their
Hands, and when they faw he was at
Leifure, one of them gently ftruck his -
Mouth, and the other his right Ear,
at which he ftarted like one awaked on
the fudden, and looking tewards me,
and the Company I was in, recolleted
the Occafion of our coming, whereof he
had been informed before. He fpoke fome
Words, whereupon immediately a young
Man with a Flap came up to my Side,
and flapt me gently on the right Far,
but I made Signs, as well as I could,
that I had no Occafion for fuch an In-
ftrument; which as I afterwards found
gave his Majefty and the whole Court
a very mean Opinion of my Underﬁand—
ing. The King, as far as I could con-

C 2 jeCtuie;
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jecture, asked me {everal Queftions, and 1
addreiled my felf to him in all the Lan-
guages I had. When 1t was found, that
I could neither underftand, nor be un-
derftood, T was condulted, by the King’s
Order, to an Apartment in his Palace,
(this Prince being ditinguifhed above
all his Predeceffors for his Hofpitality
to Strangers,) where two Servants were
appointed to attend me. My Dinner
was brought, and iour Perfons of Qua-
lity, whom I remember’d to have feen
very near the King’s Perfon, did me the
Hozour to dine with me. We had two
Courfes, of three Difhes each. In the
firit Courfe there was a Shoulder of Mut-
ton, cut into an /equiiateral Triangle, a
Piece of Beef into 2 Rhomboides, and a
Pudding into a Cyuioid. The fecond
Courfe was two Ducks, trufled up into
the Form of Fiddles, Saufages and Fud-
dings refemtiicg Flutes and Hautboys,
ard a Breafl 0: Veal in the Shape of a
Harp. 1lie Servants cut our Bread into

Cones,

l
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Cones, Cylinders, Parallelograms, and
feveral other mathematical Figures.

WHui1vLE we were at Dinner, 1
made bold to ask the Names of feveral
Things in thewr Language, and thofe
noble Perfons, by the Aflittance of their
Flappers, delighied to give me Anfwers,
hoping to raile my Admiration of thsir
great Abilities, if I could be brouzht to
converfe with them. I was{oon ableto
call for Bread, and Drink, or whatever
elfe I wanted.

A ¢ T £ ® Dinner my Company with-
drew, and a Perfon was fent to me by the
King’s Order, attended by a Flapper. He
bronght with him Pen, Ink, and Paper,
and three or four Books, giving me to
underitand by Signs, that he was fent to
teach me the Language. Wefat tozetoer
four Hours, 1n which Time I wrot: down
a great Number of Words 11 Columns,
with the Tranflations over again{t them.
I likewife made a Shift to learn feveral

C 3 {hort
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fhort Sentences. Formy Tutor would
order one of my Servants to fetch fome-
thing, or turn about, to make a Bow,
to fit, or ftand, or walk, and the like.
Then I took down the Sentence in wri-
ting. He fhewed me alfo in one of his
Books, the Figures of the Sun, Moon,
and Stars, the Zodiack, the Tropics, and
Polar Circles, together with the Deno-
minations of many Figures of Planes
and Solids. He gave me the Names
and Delcriptions of all the mufical In-
ftruments, and the general Terms of
Art 1n playing on each of them. After
he had left me, I placed .all my Words
with their Interpretations in Alphabe-
tical Order. And thus~in a few Days,
by the help of a very faithful Memory,
I gotfome Infight into their Language.

T e Word, which I interpret the
Flying or Floating Ifland, is in the Ori-
ginal Laputa, whereof I could never
fearn the true Etymology. Lap in the
old obfolete Language fignifieth High,

- | and
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and Ontub a Governor, from which , they
fay, by Corruption was derived Lapum
from Lapuntuh. ButI do not approve
of this Derivation, which feems to be a

little ftrained. I ventured to offer to the
Learned among them a ConjeGture of
my own, that Laputa was quafi Lap
outed, Lap fignifying properly the Dan-
cing of the Sun-Beams in the Sea, and
onted a Wing ; which, however, I fhall

not obtrude, but fubrmt to the judicious
Reader. ;

Trose to whom the King had en-
trufted me, obferving how ill T was clad
ordered a Taylor to come next Mormng
and take my Meafure for a Suit of Clothes.
'This Operator did his Office after a dif-
ferent manner from thofe of his Trade
in Europe. He firft took my Altitude
by a Quadrant, and then with Rule and
Compafles, defcribed the Dimenfions and
Out-lines of my whole Body, all which
he enter’d upon Paper, and in fix Days
brought my Clothes very ill made, and

C 4 quite
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quite out of fhape, by Fhappening to
miltake a Figure in the Calculation. But
my Comioit was, that I obferved fuch

Accidents very frequent, and little re-
garded.

DuriNG my Confinement for want
of Clothes, and by an Indifpofition that
held me fome Days longer, I much en-
larged my Diltionary; and when I went
next to Court, was able to underftand
many Things the King fpoke, and to re-
turn him fome kind of Anfwers. His
Maj:ity had given Orders that the
Ifland fhould move North-Eaft and by
Eaft, to the Vertical Point over Lagads,
the Metropolis or the whole Kingdom
below upon the firm Earth. It was a-
bout ninety Leagues diftant, and our
Yoyage lafted four Days and an half,
I was not in the leaft fenfible of the
progreflive Motion made in the Air by
the Ifland.  On the fecond Moraing,
about =leven a-Clock, the King himfeif
In Perion, attended by his Nobility,

Courtiers,
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Courtiers, and Odicers, havicg pre-
parcd all their mufical Inftrumeats,
played on them for three Hours with-
out Intermiion, fo that 1 was quite
{tunned with the Noife; neither could I
poffibly guefs the Meamng till my Tutor
informed me. He faid that the People
of their Hfland had their Ears adapted to
hear the Mufick of the Spheres, which
always played at certain Periods, and
the Court was now prepared to bear
their Part in what ever Inftrument they
moft excelled.

I~ our Journey towards Lagado the
capital City, his Majefty ordered that the
1{land thould ftop over certain Towns
and Villages, from whence he might re-
ceive the Petitions of his Subjetts. Andto
this Purpofe {everal Packthreads were let
down with fmall Weights at the Bottom.
On thefe Packthreads the People ftrung
their Petitions, which mounted up di-
retly like the Scraps of Paper faftned by
School-Boys at the End of the String

that
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that holds their Kite. . Sometimes we

received Wine and Vittuals from below,
which were drawn up by Pullies.

- T 5 & Knowledge I had in Mathema-
ticks gave me great Affiftance in ac-
quiring their Phrafeology, which de-
pended much upon that Science and
Mufick; and 1n the latter I was n~
unskilled. Their Ideas are perpetually
converfant in Lines and Figures. If they
would, for Example, praife the Beauty
of a Woman, or any other Animal, they
defcribe # by Rhombs, Circles, Paral-
lelograms, Ellipfes, and other Geometri-
cal Terms, or by Words of Art drawn
from Mufick, needlefs here to repeat.
I obferved in the King’s Kitchen all
Sorts of mathematical and mufical In-
ftruments, after the Figures of which
they cut up the Joints that were ferved

to his Majefty’s Table.

T 1 E 1 & Houfes are very il built,

the Walls bevil, without one Right
Angle
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Angle in any Apartment; and this De-
fett arifeth from the Contempt they
bear to praltical Geometry, which
they defpie, as Vulgar and Mechanick,
thofe Inftruttions they give being too re-
fined for the IntelleGtuals of their Work-
men ; which occafions perpetual Miftakes.
And although they are dextrous enough
upon a Piece of Paper in the Manage-
ment of the Rule, the Pencil, and the
Divider, yet in the common A&IOIIS and
Behaviour of Life, I have not {een a
more clumfy, awkward, and unhandy
People, nor fo {low and petplexed in
their Conceptions upon all other Sub-
jelts, except thofe of Mathematicks and
Mufick. They are very bad Reafoners,
and - vehemently given to Oppofition,
unlefs when they happen to be of the
right Opinion, which 1s feldom their
Cafe. Imagination, Fancy, and Inven-
tion, they are wholly Strangers to,
nor have any Words in their Language
by which thofe Ideas can be exprefled;
the whole Compafs of their Thoughts

and
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and Mind being-{hut up within the two
forementioned Sciences.

M osT of them, and efpecially thofe
who deal in the Aftronomical Part, have
great Faith 1 judicial Aftrology, al-
though they are afhamed to own it
publickly. But what I chiefly admired,
and thought altogether uraccountable,
was the ftrong Difpofition 1 obferved in
them towards News and Politicks, per-
petually enquiring into publick Affairs,
giving their Judgments in Matters of
State, and paflionately difputing every
Inch of a Party Opinion. I have indeed
obferved the fame Difpofition among
moft of the Mathematicians I have
known in Europe, although I could never
dilcover the leaft Analogy between the
two Sciences, unlefs thofe People fup-
pole, that becaufe the fmalleft Circle
hatii as many Degrees as the largeft,
therefore the Regulation and Manage-
ment of the World require no more
Abtlities than the handling and turn-

ng
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ing of a Giobe. But, I rather take
this Quality to {pring from a very com-
mon Infirmity of human Nature, in-
clining us to be more curtous and con-
ceited in Matters where we have lealt
Concern, and for which we are leaft

adapted erther by Study or Nature.

T u e sk People are under continual
Difquietudes, never enjoying a Minute’s
Peace of Mind ; and their Difturbances
proceed from Caufes which very little
affe® the reft of Mortals. Their Appre-
henfions arife from feveral Changes they
dread in the celeftral Bodies. For In-
ftance ; That the Earth by the continual
Approaches of the Sun towards it, mult
in Courfe of Time be abforbed or {wal-
lowed up. That the Face of the Sun
will, by degrees, be encrufted with its
own Effluvia, and give no more Light
to the World. That the Earth very
narrowly efcaped a Bruth from the Tail
of the Jaft Comet, which would have

infallibly reduced it to Afhes; and that
the
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the next, which they have calculated
for one and thirty Years hence, will
probably deftroy us. For, if in its Pe-
rihelion 1t fhould approach within 2
certain Degree of the Sun, (as by their
Calculations they have Reafon to dread;
it will conceive a Degree of Heat ten
thoufand times more intenfe than that
of red-hot glowing Iron; and in its
Abfence from the Sun, carry a blazing
Tail ten hundred thoufand and fourteen
Miles long; through which, if the Eartli
fhould pafs at the Diftance of one hun-
dred thoufand Miles from the Nucleus
or main Body of the Comet, it muft in
its Paffage be fet on fire, and reduced
to Afhes. That the Sun daily fpending
1ts Rays wichout any Nutriment to {up-
ply them, will at laft be wholly con-
fumed and annihilated; which muft be
attended with the Deftrufion of this

Earth, and of all the Planets that re-
ceive their Light from it.

THEY
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Tuey are fo perpetually alarmed
with the Apprehenfions of thefe and
the like impending Dangers, that they
can neither fleep quietly in their Beds,
nor have any Relifth for the commen
Pleafures or Amufements of Life. When
they meet an Acquaintance in the Morn-
ing, the firft Queftion is about the Sun’s
Health, how he looked at his Setting
and Rifing, and what Hopes they have
to avoid the Stroke of the approaching
Comet. This Converfation they are apt
to run into with the {fame Temper that
Boys difcover, in delighting to hear ter-
rible Stories -of Spirits and Hobgoblins,
which they greedily liten to, and dare
not go to Bed for fear.

‘Tue Women of the Ifland have
Abundance of Vivacity; they contemn
their Husbands, and are exceedingly
fond of Strangers, whereof there 1s al-
ways a confiderable Number from the
Continent below, attending at Court,
eicher upon Affairs of the feveral Towns

and



32 A4 VOYAGE

and Corporations, or their own particular
Occafions, but are much defpifed, be-
caufe they want the fame Endowments.
Among thefe the Ladies chufe their Gal-
lants: But the Vexation is, that they
att with too much Eafe and Security,
tor the Husband is always fo wrapt in
Speculation, that the Miftrefs and Lover

may proceed to the greateft Familiarities
before his Face, if he be but provided

with Paper and Implements, and with-
out his Flapper at his Side.

THE Wives and Daughters lament
their Confinement to the Ifland, although
I think 1t the moft delicious Spot of
Ground 1n the World ; and although
they live here in the greateft Plenty and
Magnificence, and are allowed to do
whatever they pleafe, they long to fee
the World, and take the Diverfions of
the Metropolis, which they are not al-
lowed to do without a particular Licence

trom the King ; and this is not ealy to
be obtained, becaufe the People of Qua-

lity
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lity have found by frequent Experience,
how hard it IS to pelfuade their Wo-
men tQ return from below. Iwas told
that a great COHI t—Lady,iwho had fevel al
Chlldlen, is married . to. “the ‘Prime
Minifter, the richeft Sub;e& in. the
Kingdom, a’ very frraceful Pelfon, €x-
tremely fond of hEI, and lives in the
fineft Palace of the Ifland, went down
to Lagado, on the Pretence of. Health
there hid het felf for feveral Months,
till the King fent a Warrant to fearch
for her, and fhe was found in an ob-
fcure Eating-houfe all in Rags, havmg
pawned her Clothes to maintain an old
deformed "Footman, who beat her every
Day, and 'in whofe Comparny fhe was
taken much againft her Will. And al-
though her Husband received her with
all poffible Kindnefs, and without the
leaft Reproach, fhe foon after contrived
to- fteal down again, with all her Jewels,

to the fame Gallant, and hath not been
heard of fince.

Part IIL D THIS
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Tuis may, perhaps, pafs with the
Reader rather for an European or Eng-
lih Story, than for one of a Country
fo remote: But he may pleafe to con-
fider, that the Caprices of Womenkind
are not limited by any Climate or
Nation, and that they are much more
uniform than can be eafily imagined.

I~ abouta Month’s Time I had made
a tolerable Proficiency in their Lan-
guage, and was able to anfwer moft of

the King’s Queftions, when 1 had the
Honour to attend him. His Majefty
difcovered not the leaft Curiofity to en-
quire into the Laws, Government,
Hiftory, Religion, or Manners of the
Countries where 1 had been, but con-
fined his Queftions to the State of Ma.
thematicks, and received the Account
I gave him, with great Contempt and
Indifference, though often rouzed by
his Flapper on each Side.

CHAP.
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CH AP, IIL.

4 Phenomenon [olved by modern Phis
lofophy and Aftronomy. The Las
putians great Improvements in the
laster. The King's Method of - fups
prefling Infurrections. |

| Defired leave of this Prince to
A % fee the Curiofities of the Ifland,

SBEl which he was gracioufly plea—
fed to grant, and ordered my Tutor to
attend me. I chiefly wanted to know
to what Caufe 11 Art, or in Nature, it
owed its feveral:Motions, whereof I
will ‘now give a Philolophical Account
to the Reader.

Tue Flying or Floating Ifland is
exattly circular, its Diameter 7837
Yards, or about four Miles and an

D 2 half,
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half, and confequently contains ten
thoufand Acres. It is three hundred
Yards thick. The Bottom or under
Surface, which appears to thofe who
view it from below; is one even regu-
lar Plate of Adamant, fhooting up to
the Height of about two hundred Yards:
Above it lie the feveral Minerals in
“their ufual Order, and over all 15 a Coat
of rich Mould ten or twelve Foot deep.
This Declivity of the upper Surface, from
the Circumterence to the Center, is the
natural Caufe why all the Déws and
Rains which fall upon the Ifland, are
ccnveved in imall Rivulets towards the
Middle, where they are emptied into
four large Bafons, each of about half
a Mile in Circuit, and two hundred
Yards diitant from the Center. From
thele Bafons the Water is continually
exhaled bv the Sun in tlie Day-time,
which efeltually prevents their over-
fiowing. Befides, as it is in the Power
of the Morarch to raife the Ifland
above the Resion of Clouds and Va-
pours,
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pours, he can prevent thefalling of Pews:
and Rains ‘when ever he pleaies:  For
the highelt Clouds cannot rife above
rwo Miles, 25 Naturalifts agree, at feaft
they were neCVer known to do in that

Country.

A 1.the Center of the Ifland there 1s

2 Chafm about fifry Yards in Diameter,
from whence the Aftronomers delcend
into a large Dome, whach is therefore
called Flandona Gaguole, or the Alfvano-
mers Cave, fituated at the Depth of a
hundred Vards beneath the upper Sur-
face of the Adamant. In this Cave ase
twenty Lamps continually burning,
which from the Refleftion of the Ada-
mant caft a ftrong Light nto every Part.
The Place is ftored with great Variety
of Sextants, Quadrants, Telefcopes, Aftro-
labes, and other Aftronomical Inftru-
ments. But thegreatelt Currofity, upon
which the Fate of the Ifland depends,
is a 1.0ad-ftone of a prodigious Size, 1n
Shape refembling 2 Weaver’s Shuttle. 1t
D3 15
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is in Length fix Yards, and in the thick.
eft Part at leaft three Yards over. This
Magnet 1s fuftained by a very f{trong
Axle of Adamant pafling through itg
Middle, upon which 1t plays, and is
poized {fo exaltly, that the weakeft
Hand can turn it. It 1s hooped round
with an hollow Cylinder of Adamant,
four Foot deep, as many thick, and
twelve Yards in Diameter, placed Hori-
zontally, and {upported by eight Ada-
mantine Feet, each {ix Yards high. In
the middle of the Concave Side there 1s
a Groove twelve Inches deep; in which
the Extremities of the Axle are lodged,
and turned round as therris Occafion.

T = £ Stone cannot be moved from
its Place by any Force, becaufe the
Hoop and its Feet are one continued
Piece with that Body of Adamant,

which conftitutes the Bottom of the
Liiand.

By
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By Means of this 1.oad-ftone, the
Tfland is made to rife and fall, and move
from one Place to another. For, with
Refpe® to that Part of the Earth over
which the Monarch prefides, the Stone
is endued at one of itsSides with an at-
tra@ive Power, and at the other with a
repulfive. Upon placing the Magnet
eret with its attralting End towards
the Earth, the Ifland defcends ; but when
the repelling Extremity points down-
wards, the Ifland mounts direCtly up-
wards. When the Pofition of the Stone
is oblique, the Motion of ‘the Ifland is
{o too. For in this Magnet the Forces
always a& in Lines parallel to its Di-
reftion. -

By this oblique Motion the Ifland
is conveyed to different Parts of the Mo-
narch’s Dominions. To explain the
manner of its Progrefs, let .4 B repre-
fent a Line drawn crofs the Dominions
of Balnibarbi, let the Line ¢ 4 reprefent

D4 the
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the Load-ftone, of which let 4 be the re-
pelling End, and ¢ the attra&ing End;
the Ifland being over C, let the Stong be
placed in the Pofition ¢ 4, with its repel-
ling End downwards, then the Ifland
~ will bedriven upwards obliquely towards
D. When it is arrived at D, let the
Stone be turned upon 1its Axle till its at-
tracting End points towards £, and then
the Ifland will be carried obliquely to-
wards £ ; where, if the Stone be again
- turned upon its Axle till it {tandsin the
Polition £ F| with its repelling Point
cownwards, theIfland will rife obliquely
towardsF'; where, by direfting the attrac-
ting -End towards G, the 1fland may be
crried to G, and from -G o H, by
turning the Stone, 10 a5 fo make jts re-
pelling Extremity point dire&ly down-
wards. - And thus by changing the Si-
tuation of the Stone as often as there
15 Occafion, theé Iland -is made to rife
and fall by Turnsin an oblique Dire@ion :
and by thofe alternate Rifings and Fa)-
lings (the Obliquity being not confidera-

ble



of the Dominions below, nor can j¢
r1ife above the Height of four Miles. For
which the Aftronomers (who have writ-
ten large Syftems concerning the Stone)

aflign the tollowing Reafon; That the

magnetick Virtue does not extend be-
yond the Diftance of four Miles, and
that the Mineral which 28 upon the
odtone 1n the Bowels of the Earth, and
in the Sea about fix Leagues diftant
from the Shoar, is not diftufed through
the wholz Globe, but terminated with
the Limits of the King’s Dominions ;
and it was eafy from the great Advan.
tage of fuch a fuperior Situation, for a
Prince to Sring under his Obedience
whatever Country lay within the At.
trattion of that Magnet.

WHEN
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W 1 £ N the Stone is put parallel to the
Plane of the Horizon, the Iland {tand-
eth fill ; for in that Cafe, the Extremi-
ties of it being at equal Diftance irom
the Barth, a& with equal Force, the
one in drawing downwards, the other in
puthing upwards, and confequently no

Motion can enfue.

 Tuys Load-ftone is*under the Care of
certain Aftronomers, who from Time to
Time give it fuch Politions as the Mo-
narch direcs. They fpend the greateft
Part of their Lives in obferving the
celeftial Bodies, which they do by the
Affiftance of Glafles far exceliing ours
in Goodnefs. For this Advantage hath
enabled them to extend the Difcoveries
much farther than our Aftronomers 1n
Exrape ; forthey have made a Catalogue
of ten thoufand fixed Stars; whereas the
largeft of ours do not contain above one
third Part of that Number. They have
likewife difcovered two lefler Stars, or
Satellites,
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Satellites, which revolve about Mars,
whereof the innermoft is diftant from
the Center of the primary Planet exally
three of his Diameters, and the outer-
moft five; the former revolves in the
Space of ten Hours, and the latter in
twenty one and an half; fo that the
Squares of their periodical Times are
very near in the fame Proportion with
the Cubes of their Diftance from the
Center of Mars, which evidently thews
them to be governed by the {fame Law
of Gravitation, that influences the other

Heavenly Bodies.

T H E v have obferved ninety three
different Comets, and fettled their Pe-
riods with great Exaltnefs. If this be
true, (and they afhirm it with great
Confidence,) it is much to be withed
that their Obfervations were made
publick, whereby the Theory of Comets,
which at prefent is very lame and de-
fetive, might be brought to the fame

Per-.e



PerfeCtion with other Parts of Aftro-
a0my.

T u & King would be the moft ablc-
Jute Prince in the Univerle, if hecould but
prevail on a Miniftry to join with him ;
but thefe having their Eftates below on
the Continent, and confidering that the
Qffice of a Favourite hath a very un-
certain Tenure, would never confent to
the enflaving therr Country.

¥ anv Town fhouid engage 1n Re-
beflion or Mutiny, fall into violent
Fattions, or refufe to pay the ufual
Tribute, the King hath two Methods
of reducing them to Obedience. The
firft and the mildeft Courle is by keeping
the Hland hovering over fuch a Town,
and the Lands about it, whereby lie can
deprive them of the Benefit of the Sun
aad the Rain, and confequently afftict
the Inhabimnts with Death and Dib-
eafes.  And if the Crimne defesve it, they
areat the famz Time pelted from above
with
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with great Stones, againft which they
have no Defence ‘but by Creeping into
Cellars or Caves, - while the Roofs of
their Houfes are beaten to Pieces. But
if théy ftill continue obftinate, or offer
to raife Infurreftions, he proceeds to
the: laft Remedy, by letting the Ifland
drop diretly upon their Heads, which
makes a univerfal DeftruGion both of
Houles and Men. * However, this is an
Extremity to which the Prince isfeldom
driven, neither indeed is he willing to
put it in Execution, nor dare his Mini-
fters advife him to an A&ion, which, as
it would render them odious: to the
People,{o 1t would be a great Damage to
their own Eftates, which lie all below,
for the Ifland is the King’s Demefn.

BuT there i1s ftill indeed a more
weighty Reafon, why the Kings of this
Country have been always averfe from
executing {o terrible an A&tion, unlefs
upon the utmoft Neceflity. For if the
‘Town intended to be deftroyed fhould
| have
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have in it any tall Rocks, as it generally
falls out in the larger Cities, a Situation
probably chofen at firlt with a View to
prevent fuch a Cataftrophe; or if it
abound in high Spires or Pillars of
Stone, 2 fudden Fall might endanger the
Bottom or Under-furiace of the Ifland,
which, alchough 1t confilts, as I have faid,
of one entire Adamant two hundred Yards
thick, might happen to crack by too
oreat a Choque, or burft by approach-
ing too near the Fires from the Houfes
below, as the Backs both of Iron and
Stone will oiten do in our Chimneys.
Of all this the People are well apprized,
and underftand how far to carry their
Ob}inacy, where their Liberty or Pro-
perty is concerned. And the King, when
he is higheit provoked, and moft determi-
ned to prefs a City to Rubbifh, orders
the Tiland to defcend with great Gentle-
nefs, out of a Pretence of Tendernefs
to his People, but indeed for fear of
breaking the Adamantine Bottom ; 1in
which Cafe, 1t 1s the Opinion of all their

- Phi-



Phllofophels, that the Load ftone could
no longer hold it up, and the whole Mafs
would fall to the Ground.

By a fundamental Law of this Realm
neither .the King, nor either of his two
clder Sons, are permitted to leave the

Ifland ; nor the Queen, till the is paﬂ:
Child- beannfr f ]

CHAP.



