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THE

PREFACE.

HERE 1s no Way of writing {o
proper, for the refining and po-
lithing -a Language, as the tran-

flating of Books into it, ifhe that undertakes
it has a competent Skill of the one Tongue,
and 1s a Mafter of the other. When a2 Man
writes his own Thoughts, the Heat of his
Fancy, and the Quicknefs of his Mind, carry
him {o much after the Notions themfelves,
that for the moft Part he is too warm to

A 2 judge
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-judge of the Aptnels of Words, and the
Juftnefs of Figures ; fo that he either ne-
gledts thefe too much, or over-does them:
But when a Man tranflates, he has none

of thefe Heats about him: And therefore
the French took no ill Method, when they
intended toreform and beautify their Lan-
guage, In fetting their beft Writers on Work
to tranflate the Greek and Latin Authors Into
it. There is {o little Praife got by Tranfla-
tions, that a Man cannot be engaged to 1t
out of Vanity, for it has paft for a Sign of
a flow Mind, thatcan amufe it felf with fo
mean an Entertainment ; but we begin to
grow wiler, and though ordinary Tranfla-
‘tors muft fucceed 1ll in the Efteem of the
World, yet {fome have appeared of late
that will, I hope, bring that Way of Writ-
ing in Credit. The Englifp Language has
wrought it felf out, both of the fulfome Pe-
dantry under which it laboured long ago,
and the trifling Way of dark and unin-
telligible Wit that came after that, and out
of the coarle Extravagance of Canting thag
fucceeded this: But as one Extream com-

monly produces another, fo we were be-
ginning to fty into a fublime Pitch of a

ftrong but falfe Rhetonck which had much
n corrupted,
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corrupted, not only the Stage, but even the
Pulpit; two Places, thatthough they ought
not to be named together, much lefs to re-
femble one another; yet it cannot be dented,
but the Rule and Meafure of Speech is ge-
nerally taken fromr them : But that florid
Strain 15 almoft quite worn out, and 1s be-
come now as ridiculous as it was once admir-
ed. So that without either the Expence or
Labour that the French have undergone, our
Language has, like arich Wine, wrought
out its Tartar, and is infenfibly brought to 2
Purity that could not have been compaffed
without much Labour, -had it not been for
the oreat Advantage that we have of a
Prince, who is fo great a Judgze, that his
fingle Approbation or Duflike has almoft ag
oreat an Authority over our Language, as
his Prerogative gives him over our Coin,
We are now {o much refined, that how de-
feCtive foever our Imaginations or Reafon-
ings may be, yet our Language has fewer
Faults, and 1s more natural and proper, than
it was ever at any Time before. When one
compares the beft Writers of the laft Age,
with thofe that excel in this, the Difference i8
very difcernable : Even the great Sir Francis

Bacon, that was the firft that writ our Lan-
A 3 guage
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cuage correltly 5 as he is {till our beft Au-

thor, yet in fome Places has Iigures {o
ftrong, that they could not pafs now be-
fore a fevere Judge. I will not provoke
the prefent Mafters of the Stage, by pre-
ferring the Authors of the laft Age to them :
For though they all acknowledge that they
come far thort of B. Fobufon, Beanmont and
Fletcher, yet 1believe they are better pleat-
ed to fay this themfelves, than to have it ob-
ferved by others. Their Language 15 now
certainly properer, and more natural than
1t was formerly, chiefly fince the Correction
that was given by the Rebear/al; and it 1s
to be hoped, that the Effay on Poetry, which
may be well matched with the beft Pieces
of its Kind that even Augufius’s Age pro--
duced, will have a more powerful Ope-
ration, if clear Senfe, joined with home but
gentle Reproofs, can work more on our

Writers, than that unmetciful expofing of
them has done.

I have now much Leifure, and want Di-

verfion, fo I have beftowed fome of my
Hours upon Tranflations, in which I have

propofed no ill Patterns to my felf: But the

Reader will be beft able to judge whether I
have
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have copied skilfully after fuch Originals.
This fmall Volume which I now publifh,
being writ by one of the greateft Men that
this Ifland has produced, feemed to me to
contain fo many fine and well digefted No-
tions, that I thought it might be no unkind
nor ill Entertainment to the Nation, to put a
Beok in their Hands, to which they have fo
good a Title, and which has a very com-
mon ¥ate upon it, to be more known and
admired all the World over, than here at
Home, It was once tranflated into Englifh
not long after it was written; and I.was
once apt to think it might have been done
by Sir Thomas More himfelf: For as it 18 in
the Englifh of his Age, and not unhke his
Style ; {o the Tranflator has taken a Liberty
that feems too great for any but the Author
himfelf, who 1s Mafter of his own Book,
and {o may leave out or alter his Original
as he pleafes :  'Which ismore thana Tran-
{lator ought to do, I am fureitis more than
I have prefumed to do.

It was writ in the Year 1516, asap-
pears by the Date of the Letter of Peier
Giles’s, in which he fays, That it was fent -
him but a few Days before from the Author,

A 4 and



vii The PREFACE,

and that bears date the firft of November that
Year; but 1 cannot imagine how he comes
to be called Sheriff of London in the Title of
the Book, for in all our printed Catalogues
of Shenffs, his Name is not to be found. I
do not think my felf concerned in the Mat-
ter of h's Book, no more than any other
Tranflator is in his Author: Nor do Ithink
More himfelf went in heartily to that which
ts the chief Bafis of his Utopia, the taking
away of all Property, and the levelling the
World ; but that he only intended to fet
many Notionsin his Reader’s Way ; and
that he might not feem too much in earneft,
he went {fo far out of all Roads to do it the
lefs {fufpected: 'The Earneftnefs with which
he recommends the Precaution ufed in Mar-
riages among the Utopians, makes one think
that he had a Misfortune in his own Choice,
and that therefore he was fo cautious on that
Head ; for the Strictnefs of his Life covers
him from fevere Cenfures: His {fetting out
fo barbarous a Practice, as the hiring of
Aflaflinates to take off Enemies, 1s {o wild
and fo immoral both, that it does -not ad-
mit of any Thing to foften or excufe it,
much lefs to juftify it; and the advifing Men

in fome Cafes to put an end to their Lives,
notwithftanding



The PREFACE  ix

notwithftanding all the Caution with which
he guards it, is a Piece of rough and fierce
Philofophy. The tendereft Part of the whole
Work, was the Reprefentation he gives of
Henry the feventh’s Court; and his Dil-
courfes upon it, towards the end of the firft
Book, in which his Difguife is fo thin, that
the Matter would not have been much plain-
er if he had named him: But when he ven-
tured to write fo freely of the Father in the
Son’s Reign, and to give fuch an Ides of
Government under the haughtieft Prince,
and the moft impatient of uneafy Reltraints
that ever reigned in England, who yet was
{o far from being difpleafed with him for it,
that as he made him long s particular
Friend, fo he employed him in all his Af-
fairs afterwards, and raifed him to be Lord
Chancellor, I thought I might venture to pug
it in more Modern Englifh: For as the
Tranflators of Plutarch’s Hero’s, or of Tully's
Offices, are not concerned, either in the
Maxims, or in the Actions that they relate ;
{o I, who only tell, in the beft Englifb 1 can,
what Sir Thomas More writ 1n very Elegant
Latin, muft leave his Thoughts and Notions

to the Reader’s Cenfure, and do think my
A ; felf
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felr’ liable for nothing but the Fidelity of
the Tranflation, and the Corre@nefs of the
Englifp 5 and for that I canonly fay, that

I have writ as carefully, and as wellas I
can, -

THE



THE

Author’s ErisTLE

PETER GILES

Am almoft athamed, my deareft Peser
Giles, to fend you this Book of the

Utopian Common-wealth, after almoft a
Year’s delay; whereas no doubt you look’d
for it within fix Weeks : For as you know
I had no Occafion for ufing my Invention,
or for taking Pains to put Things into any
Method, becaufe I had nothing to do, bt
to repeat exactly thole 'Things that I heard
Raphael velate in your Prefence 5 fo neither
was there -any Occafion given for a ftudied
Eloquence: Since as he delivered T hings to
us of the fudden, and in a carelefs Style ; {o
he being, as youknow, a greater Mafter of

the
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the Greek, than of the Latin 3 the plainer
my Words are, they will refemble his Simpli-
city the more: And will be by Confequence
the nearer to the Truth, and that 1s all that 1

think lies on me. And it.is indeed the only

Thing in which I thought my felf concerned.
I confefs, I had very little left on me in this
Matter, for otherwife the inventing and or-
dering of fuch a Scheme, would have put a
Man of an ordinary Pitch, either of Capaci-
ty, or of Learning, to fome Pains, and have
coft him fome Time; butif 1t had been ne-
ceflary that this Relation fhould have been
made, not only truly, but eloquently, it could
never have been performed by me, even after
all the Pains and Time that I could have
beftowed upon it. My Part in it was fo very
fmall, that it could not give me much Trou-
ble, all that belonged to mebeing only to give
a true and full Account of the Things that I
had heard : But although this required {o ve-
ry little of my Time; yet even that little was
long denied me by my other Affairs, which
prefs much upon me : For while in pleading,
and hearing, and in judging or compofing
of Caufes, in waiting on fome Men upon Bu-
_finefs, and on others out of Refpeét, the
oreatet Part of the Day 1s {pent on other
Men’s Affairs, the Remainder of it muft be
given to my Family at Home: So that I can
veferve no Part of it to my {elf, that 15, to
iny
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my Study : I muft talk with my Wife, and
chat with my Children, and I have {omewhat
to fay to my Servants ; for all thele Things]
reckon as a Part of Bufinels, except a Man
willrefolveto be aStrangerat Home: and with
whomioever either Nature, Chance, or Choice
has engaged a Man, in any Commerce, he
muft endeavour to makehimfelf asacceptable
to thefe about him, as he poffibly can ; ufing
ftill fuch a Temper in it, that he may not {poil
them by an exceflive Gentlenefs, fo that his
Servants may not become his Mafters. In
fuch Things as I have named to you, do Days,

Months, and Years flip away ; what 1s then
left for Writing ? And yet } have faid no-

thing of that Time that muft go for Skeep,
or for Meat : In which many do wafte almoft
as much of their Time, as in Sleep, which
confumes very near the Half of our Life;
and indeed all the Time which I can gain to

my felf, is that which I fteal from my Sleep
and my Meals; and becaufe that is not

much, Ihave made but a flow Progrefs; yet
becaufe it 1s fomewhat, I have at laft got to
an End of my Ulspia, which I now fend to
you, and expect that after you have read i,
you will let meknow if youcan put me in mind
of any Thing that has efcaped me ; for tho’ I
would think my {felf very happy, 1f I had
but as much Invention and Learning asl

know I have Memory, which makes me ge-
nerally
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nerally depend much upon it, yet I do not
rely {o entirely on it, as to think I can for-
get nothing, .
- My Servant, Fobn Clement, has ftarted
fome Things that fhake me: Youknow he
was prefent with us, as I think he ought to be
at every Converfation that may be of ule to
him,. for I promife my {felf great Matters
from the Progrefs he has fo early made in the
Greek and Romarn Liearning, As far as my
Memory fervesme, the Bridge over Auider at
Amaurot , was 500 Paces broad, according
to Raphael’s Account 5 but Fobr aflures me,

he fpoke only of 300 Paces; therefore I pray
you recolle€t wlat yUu call remember of this,

for if you agree with him,.I will believe that
I have been miftaken; but if you remember
nothing of 1, I will not alter what I have
written, becaufe it is according to the beft of
my Remembrance: For as I will take care
that there may be nothing fallly fetdown; fo
if there is any Thing doubtful, tho’ I may
perhaps tell a lie, yet I am fure I will not
make one ; for I would rather pafs for a good
Man than for a wife Man: But 1t will be
ealy to corre€t- this Miftake, if you can ei-
ther meet with Raphael himielf, or know
how to write to him. |

I have another Difficulty that prefles me
more, and makes your writing to him the

more neceffary : I know not whom I ought
| to
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to blame for it, whether. Raphael, you, or
my felf ; for as we did not think of afking it,
{o neither did he of telling us, in what Part
of the New-found World Ulepiz is fituated 3
this was fuch an Omuffion that I would glad-
ly redeem it at any Rate: I am athamed,
that after I have told fo many Things con-

cerning this Ifland, I cannot let my Readers
know in what Sea it lies. There are fome

among us that have a mighty Defire to go
thither, and in particular, one pious Divine
1s very earneft on it, not fo much out of a
vain Curiofity of {eeing unknown Countries,
as that he may advance our Religion, which
is {o happily begun to be planted there 5 and
that he may do this regularly, he intends to-
procure a Miflion from the Pope, and to be
{ent thither as their Bifhop. In fuch a Cafe
as this, he makes no Scruple of afpiring to
that Character, and thinks it isthe rather me-
ritorious to be ambitious of it, when one de-
fires it only for advancing the Chriftian Re-
ligion, and not for any Honour or Advan-
tage that may be had by it, but is acted
meerly by a pious Zeal. Therefore I ear-
neftly beg it of you, if you can poflibly
meet with Raphael, or if you know how to
write to him, that you will be pleafed to in-
form your felf of thefe Things, that there
may be no falfhood left in my Book, nor any
smportant Truth wanting., And perhaps - ﬁ
Wi
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will not be unfit to let him fee the Book 1t
felf: For"as no Man can correét any Errors
that may be in it, fo well as he ; {o by read-
ing it, he:will be able to give a more perfect
Judgment -of it than he can do upon any
Difcourfe concerning it: And you will be
likewife able to difcover whether this Under-
taking of mine is acceptable to him or not;
for if he intends to wrire a Relation of his
Travels, perhaps he will not be pleafed that
I thould prevent him, in-that Part that be-
Jongs to the Utopian Common-wealth ; fince
if I thould do {o, his Book will not furprize
the World with the Pleafure which this new
Difcovery will give the Age, And Iamfo
little fond of appearing In print upon this
Occafion, that if he diflikes it, I will lay it
afide ; and even though he fhould approve of
it, I am not pofitively determined as to the
publithing of it. Men’s Taftes differ much ;
fome are of fo morofea Temper, fo four a
Difpofition, and make fuch abfurd Judg-
ments of Things, that Men of chearful and
lively Tempers, who indulge their Genius,
feem much more happy, than thofe who wafte
their T1me and Strength in order to the pub-
lithing fome Book, that tho’ of it felf it
might be ufeful or pleafant, yet inftead of be-
ing well received, will be fure to be either
Joathed at, or cenfured. Many know nothing
of Learning, and othegs delpife it: A Man

that
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that is accuftomed to a coarfe and harth Style,
thinks every thing is rough that is not barba-
rous. Our trifling Pretenders to Learning,
think all is flight that is not dreftup in
Words that are worn out of ufe; fome love
only old Things, and many like nothing but
what 1s their own. Some are {o {our thatthey
can allow no Jefts, and others are {o dull that
they can endure nothing that 1s fharp ; and
fome are as much afraid of any thing that is
quick or lively, as a Man bit with a mad
Dog is of Water ; others are {o light and un-
fettled, that their Thoughts change as quick
as they do their Poftures: And {ome, when
they meetin Taverns, take upon them among
their Cups to pafs Cenfures very freely on
all Writers; and with a fupercilious liberty
to concemn every thing that they do not like:
In which they have the Advantage that a
bald Man has, who can catch hold of ano-
ther by the Hair, while the other cannot re-
turn the like upon him. They are fafe as it
were of Gun-fhot, fince there is nothing in
them confiderable enough to be taken hold
of. And {fome are {o unthankful, that even
when they are well pleafed with a Book, yet
they think they owe nothing to the Author
and are like thofe rude Guefts, who after
they have been well entertained at a good
Dinner, go away when they have glutted

their Appetites, without fo much as thanking
him
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him that treated them, But who would put
himfelf to the Charge of making a Feaft for
Men of fuch nice Palats, and fo different

Taftes; who are fo forgetful of the Civilities
that are done ?. But do you once clear thofe

Points with Raphael, and then it will be time
enough to confider whether 1t be fit to publith
it or not; for fince I have been at the Pains
to write it, 1f he confents to the publithing
it, I will follow my Friend’s Advice, and
chiefly yours. Farewelmy dear Peter, com-
mend me kindly to your good Wife, and
love me ft1ll as you ufe to do, for I aflure you

- I 'love you datly more and more.

A SHORT
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ACCOUNT

Sir THOMAS MorE’s

LIFE
THOMAS MORE, Son of Sit

Fo. Mpre Kmght, one of the Jui-

tices of the King’s-Bench, was born
in Milk-Street in the City of London in the
Year of our Lord 1480. he was taught
Grammar Learning in St. Authony’s School
there, and was afterwards receiv’d into the
Family of Cardinal Fobn Moreton Archbithop

of Canterbury, merely for the great Hopes
that
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that the Pregnancy of his Parts then pro-
mifed. About the Year 1497 that wor-
thy Cardinal fent him to Canterbury-Col-
lege (now taken into Chriff-Church) Oxford,
where he became a great Proficient in all
Sorts of Learning by the Help of Lynacre
his Tutor, but efpecially in the Greek Lan-
guage, for he was a conftant Hearer of Gro-
cynys, who at that Time was publick Lec-
turer of the Gresk Tongue. From Oxford
hé removed to an Inn of Chancery at Londor
called New-Inn, where continuing for a
Time according to the Manner of thofe, that
intended . to make a Proficiency in the
Knowledge of the Municipal Laws, he re.
moved thence to Lincoln’s-Inn, where he
compleated his Studies, and was at length
called to the Bar.

He was foon advanced to the Place of
Judge in the Sheriff’s Court, London, conti.
nuing his Practice at the.fame Time in the
others, And tho’ he only chofe fuch Caufes
as appeared juft to his Confcience, and never
took Fees of Widow, Orphan, or poor
Perfon, he gained a confiderable Eftate at

that Time, 400/ per Annym..
Being ‘made a Member “of the Houfe- of

Commons, he oppofed King Henry VIL his
Pro-
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Propofal for the Marriage Portion of hié
Daughter Masgaret. The King refented It
fo highly, that Sit Thomas More was refolv-
ed to go Abroad had not the Death of the

King prevented it. |
King Henry VIIL. coming to the Crown
foon took Notice of him for his extraordina-
ry Gifts of Nature, his Learning, Wifdom
and Experience : And asa Mark of the E-
fteemw he had for him, he conferred thefe
Honours and Employments fucceffively on
him, iz, the Mafterfhip of the Reguefts, the
intrafting him in feveral Embafies, the Ho-
nour of Knighthoed, the Treafurerfhip of the
Eschequer, Chancellorfhip of the Dutchy of
Lancater, which was the King’s perfonal
Patrimony, the Embaffage to the Emperor
and French King: And afterwards upon
the Removal of Cardinal #70lfey, the Great
Seal was delivered to Sir Thomas, on the
25th of QOffober, 1530.and he was then
declared Lord High Chancellor of England ;
in which laft Office, no Perfon ever before
him did behave himfelf more uprightly, or
with greater liking to the Generality of
People. His Expedition i determining
Caufes- was no lefs remarkable than his In-
tegrity : For one Day when he called for
the
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the next Caufe, it was anfwered, -there are
no more to be heard ;. all Suits in that Court
depending and ready for hea.rmg being final-

ly determined.
On which Occafion fome Perfon at that

Time made thefe Verfes

Wben More ﬁ;me %ars had Chancellor beci,
~ No more Suits did remain;. -
The fame foall never more be feen
T1l} More bethere again,

The firft Time that this great Man began
¢o lofe the Favour of the Court, was for not
complying with the King in the Divorce of
Queen Catberine, and therefore he refign’d his
Chancellorfhip in time; for on the 16th of
May, 24 Henry VIII. He delivered up the
Great Seal to the King at his Mannor Houfe
called 2ork-Place near Wefminfter, in the
-Prefence of Thomas Duke of Norfolk, which
Seal on the 20th Day following was deliver-
ed by the King to Sir Thomas Audlqy?_ Knight.

After this Sir Zhomas retired to his Houfe

at Chelfey near London, where continuing for

fome Time at his Studies, not without the
moft exact Devotion, he was at length

committed Prifoner to the Tower of Lowdon,
for
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for not acknowleding the King’s Supremacy
- over the Church of England : And after he
had remained feveral Months clofe confin-
ed, he was brought to his Trial at 27/
minfier~Hall, condemn’d to be hang’d, drawn
and quarter’d, But that Sentence being mi-
tigated by the King, he only loft his Head
on Tower-Hill, Fuly the 6th, 1585. See
the Trial, | | |

He was efteemed one of the greateft Pro-
digies of Wit and Learning, that England
ever produced before his Time. ' He. was
alfo very meek, humble, charitable, and a
Delpifer of the Things of this World, and
nothing feemed to be wanting in him to
make kim a compleat Chriftian. Idis Parts
were great and profound ; he had not his
Fqual in the Knowledge of Divinity, the
Laws of his Country, the Latiz and Greek
Languages, Poetry and Mathematicks. All
which Endowments made him not only be-
loved of Kings and Nobles, but of the Lights
of Learning in his Time, as Erafnus, Co-
let, Tonftal Bifhop of Durbam, Fifher Bi-
thop of Rochefter, Grocyn, Lynacre, Lilye,
Paice, Elyot, Lupfet, Leland, &c. moft of
which, efpecially foreign Writers, have ce-
iebrated his Memory in their refpective

Works:;
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Works, and all Men of Genius in his Time
bear a great Refpect to his Name and Wri-
tings. He wrote a great many Things, a
Catalogue of which may be feen in Athene
Oxonienfes, Vor, 1. and among his Works,
his Latin Book, Entituled, De Optimo Rei-
publice Statu, deque nova Infula Utopia, &e.
has been much admired. It contains the
Idea of a compleat Common-wealth in an
imaginary Ifland, pretended to belately difco-
vered in America, but {o lively defcribed, that
many at the Reading thereof, miftook it for
a real Truth : Infomuch that many learned
Men, as Budeus, and Fobannes Paludanys,
through a fervent Zeal for the Propagation
of Chuiftianity, wifhed that fome excellent

Divines might be fent there to preach the
Gofpel.
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-__W
The Trial of Sir THOMAS Morg, for High-

Treafon, before the Duke of Norfolk and.
"~ uther Commiffioners of Oyer and Terminer,

the 7th of May, 1535. 26, Henry VIIL.
" Taken from Salmon’s Critical Review of the
"~ STATE-TRIALS.

T HE Charge contained in the Indi@ment
was, I. That thePrifoner had ftubborn-

ly oppofed the King’s fecond Marriage :
2. That he malicioufly refufed to-declare- his
Opinion of the A& of Supremacy : 3. That he
endeavoured to evade the Force of that Statute,
and advifed Bifhop Fifber by his Letters, notto
fubmit to it ; and, 4. That upon his Examina-
tion in the Tower, it being demanded, if he
- approved the Aét of Supremacy, he anfwered,
That the Queflion was like a two-edged Sword ;
if he anfwered one Way, it would deftroy his Bady ;
and if the other Way, bis Soul ; and thefe were

laid to be Open or Overt-Alls of the T'reafon of
his Heart. -

As to the two firft Articles hedid not deny,
that he advifed the King againft his fecond
Marriage, or, that he declined giving his Opini-
on concerning the A& of Supremacy ; and his
Letters to Fifber were faid to prove the Third,
but they were not produced: Rich, the King’s
Solicitor, gave Evidence of the Fourth, concern-
ing his Anfwer on his Examination in the
Tower. '

Sir Thomas faid in his Defence, That he had
po Malice or Treafon in his Heart, when he ad-

a vifed
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vifed the King againft his fecond Marriage, but
gave hiy Opirtion' according to his ConfCience and
his Duty, when his Majefty required it; and that,
if he had refufed to deliver his Opinion, his Ma-
jelty might juftly have refented it: 2. As to the
fecond Charge, he thought Silence was no Sign of
the Malice of his Heart; for, according to the
Civilians, he who held his Peace feemed to con-
fent,. declaring, he had never caft any Refle&tion
on the Act before any Man < 3. As to the Third,
which charges him with malicioufly advifing 75-
foer not to comply with the A&, he defired his
Letters, that were faid te prove it, might be produ-
ced, and he was confident they would acquit him of
ever giving fuch Advicé: 4. And as to the
fourth Article, the Words were no Refle@ion on

v

the Act, if he had fpoken them; but he had
never faid any Thing like themi, excepting to the
Evidence of Rich the Solicitor, on whofe Tefti-
mony he was charged with them and appealing
to the Memory-of the Lords who were prefent at
that Examination, They all declared, They heard
ne. fuch Words.

~ The Jury, however, was fo managed, . that
within a Quarter of an Hour after they were gonc
out, they returned with their Verdi®, Zhat ihe
Prifmer was GuizTy of High Treafin.

'T'he Court demanding of Sir Thomas, What he
had to fay, why Judgment fhould not be pro-
nounced againft him; he only obferved, That an
Act of Parliament could not give the King the
Supremacy of the Church, of which England
was but a Part'; and further, that none but Hea-
¥en could:confer that Supremacy on any Perfon:
After which Sentence was pronounced on him as

a Traitor ; though all except the Beheading, was
par-
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‘pardoned, on Account of the Prifoner's having
born the Office of Lord Chancellor. |
He was ordered to be executed on the fixth
of Fuly, about a Month after his Trial.  He
preferved his ufual facetious Temper to the
lat ; for obferving the Stairs of the Scaffold
yery - weak, he defired a Friend to lend him a
Hand to get ups but when I come down, (fays
he) et mo fbift for my felf. And when the
Executioner, as ufual, asked him Forgivenefs,
Friend (fays Sir Thomas) you will get but- lit-
tle Credit in cutting off my Head, my Neck is
fo fhort. Then he defired the Executioner’s Leave
to lay his Beard afide, for tha: had committed s
Treafon.
~ Salmon’s Remarks on the TRIALS.
It is not. eafy to conceive what there was in
this Charge, if it had been all proved, that
could amount te High Treafon, or even a
Mifdenieanor ; unlefs it be criminal: not to think
alway as the King thinks, Very precarous
was the Life of a Subject in this Reign. What-
ever the Court were pleafed to denominate T'rea-
fon, was adjudged Treafon; and whoever the
Miniftry thought fit to-accufe, were found guil-
~ty. No Jury, or Court of Juftice, durft re-
fufe to conviét any Man the King intimated he
would have condemned to Death: And Par-
liaments met only to execcute the King’s De-
crees, We may therefore look upon this Reign
of Henyy the VIIIth. to be the moft tymnnical,
arbitrary, and cruel, that is to be met with in
our Annals. From this Profecution of Sir The-
mas More, 1t appears that neither Virtue, Parts,
Learning, or even Innocence, and the moft in-
oftenfive Behaviour; were any Rrotz&tion. T his
great Man, who had arnved to o good.old Age,
a2 Was
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was not fuffered to go to the Grave in the natu-
ral and ordinary way. His fleady and perfever-
ing Virtue was a2 Reproach to the Tyrant,” who
feems determined to fuffer no Man to live that
would not- fall down and worthip him, and change
his Creed as oftenas he changed his Mind.,

Sir Thomas is fometimes cenfured for the
Lightnefs of his Expreflions at the Hour of Death ;|

but to me it only fhews his Innocence, and that'

he confidered this but as the Paflage to a better.
otate, which made him more than ufually gay,
at the Approach of his Execution ; and as to his
faying His Beard bad committed no Treafin, he
certainly intended to intimate thereby, that his
whole Perfon was equally innocent, and that no-
thing, how inoffenfive foever, could efcape the
Rage and Fury of that Adminiftration.

The
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T he Difcourfes of

RaruAeL HyTHLODAY,

Of the belt State of 2

Common-Wealth.

#Written by Sir Thomas More, Cifrzen
and Shertff of London.

 WENRY the 8th, the unconquer’d
a2 King of England, a Prince adorned
# B with all the Virtues that become 2
oreat Monarch ; having fome Diffe-
rences of no {mall Confequence with Charles
the moft ferene Prince of Caffile, fent me inta
Flanders, as his Ambaflador, for treating and
“compofing Matters between them. I was Col-
league and Companion to that incomparable
Man Cuthbert Tonflal, whom the King made
lately Mafter of the Roﬂ: with fuchan univerfal
Applaufe ; of whom 1 Wﬂl (ay nothing, not be-
caufe T fear that the Teftimony of a Friend will be

fufpected, bug rather bécaufe his Learning and Vir-
B tues
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tuesare greater than that they can be fet forth with
Advantage by me, and they are fo well known,
that they need not my Commendations, unlefs
Y would, according to the Proverb, Shew the
Sun with a Lanthern, Thole that were appoint-
ed by the Prince to treat with us, met us at Bru~
ges, according to Agreement ; they were all
worthy Men. The Markgrave of Bruges was
their Head, and the chief Man among them
but he that was eflteemed the wifeft, and that
fpoke for the reft, was Gesrge Temfe the Pro-
voft of Caffelfec; both Art and Naturc had con-
curred to make him eloquent: He was vcry
learned in the Law ; and as he had a great Ca-
pacity, fo by a long Pradtice in Affairs, he was
very dextrous at them. After we had met once
and again, and could not come to an Agreementy,
they went to Bruffils for fome Days to receive
the Prince’s Pleafure. And fince our DBufinefs
did admit of it, I went to Autwerp . While 1
was there, among many that vifited me, there
was one that was more acceptable to me than
any other ; Peter Giles born at Autwerp, who
is a2 Man of great Honour, and of a good Rank
in his Town ; yet it is not fuch as he deferves ;-
for 1 do not know if there be any where to be
found a learneder and a better bred” young Man:
for as he is both a very worthy Perfon, and 2
very knowing Man; fo he is fo civil to all
Men, and yet fo particularly kind to his Friends,
and is fo full of Candour and AffeCtion, that
there is not perhaps above one or two to be
found any where, that isinall Refpecs fo perfect
a Friend as he is: Heisextraordinarily modeft,
there is no Artifice in him ; and yet no Man
has more of a prudent Simplicity than hz has:
His Converfatien was fo pleafant and fo inno-

cently
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cently chearful, that his Company did in a great
meafure leflen any Longings to go back to my
Country, and to my Wife and Children, which
an Abfence of four Mouths had quickned very
much., One Day as I was returning Home from
Mafs at St, Maries, which is the chiet Church,
and the moft frequented of any in Autwerp, ¥
faw him by Accdent talking with a Stranger,
that fcemed paft the Flower of his Age; his
Face was tanned, he had a long Beard, and his
Cloak was hanging carelefly about him, {o that
by his Looks and Habit, I concluded he was a
Seaman. As foon as Peter {aw me, he came and.
faluted me ; and as I was returning his Civility,
he took me afide, and pointing to him with
whom he had been difcourfing, he faid, Do you fee
that Man? I was juft thinking to bring him to
you. lanfwered, he fhould have been very wel-
come¢ on your Account: Andon his own too,
replied he, if you knew the Man, for there is
none alive that can give you fo copious an Ac-
count of unknown Nations and Countries as he
can do; which I know you very much defire.
Then fad I, T did not guels amifs, for at firfk
fight I took him for a Scamar: But you are
much miftaken, faid he, for he has not {ailed as
a Seaman, but as a Traveller, or rather as a Philo-
iopher ; for this Raphael, who {rom his Family
carries the Name of Hytolsday, as heis not igno-
rant of the Latin Tongue, {o he is cmmently
learned in the Greek, Laviny applied himfelf
more particularly to that than w the former,
becaufe he had given himfell much to Philofo-
phy, nwhich he knew that the Rsmans have
lett us nothing that is valuable, except whatisto
be found in Seneca and Cicero. He is a Pora
tuguefe by Birth, and was fo defirous of feeing

D 2 the
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the World, that he divided his Eftate among
his Brothers, and run Fortunes with Amer:icus
Vefputius, and bore a Share in three of his four
Voyages, thatare now publithed ; only he did
not return with him in his laft, but obtained
leave of him almoft by Force, that he might
be one of thofe four and twenty who were left
at the fartheft Place at which they touched,
in their laft Voyage to New Caffile. The leaving
him thus, did not a little gratify one that was
more fond of travelling than of returning Home,
to be buried in his own Country; for he ufed
- often to fay, that the Way to Heaven was the
fame from all Places; and he that had no
Grave, had the Heavens ftill over him. Yet
this Difpofition of Mind had coft him dear, if
God had not been very gracious to him; for
after he, with five Cafiilians had travelled over
many Countries, at laft, by a ftrange good For-
tune, he got to Ceglomy, and from thence to
Calicut, and there he very happily found fome
Portuguefe Ships ; and fo, beyond all Men’s Ex-
peitations, he came back to his own Country.,
When Peter had {aid this tome, I thanked him
for his Kindnefs, in intending to give me the
Acquaintance of a Man, whofe Converfation he
knew would be fo acceptable to me; and upon that
Raphael and 1 embraced one another : And after
thoie Civilities were paft, which are ordinary fou
Strangers upon their firft Meeting, we went all
to my Houfe, and entring into the Garden, fat
down on a green Bank, and entertained one
another in Difcourfe. He told us, that when
Vefputius had failed away, he and his Compani-
ons that {taid behind in New Caflile, did by De-
grees infinuate themfelves into the People of the
Country, meeting often with them, and treat-

ng
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ing them gently : and at laft they grew not
only to live among them without Danger, but
to converfe familiarly with them; and got fo
far into the Heart of a Prince, whofe Name and
Country I have forgot, that he both furnifhed
them plentifully with all Things neceffary, and
alfo with the Conveniencies of travelling ; both
Boats when they went by Water, and Waggons
when they travelled over Land; and he fent
with them a very faithful Guide, who was to
introduce and recommend them to {uch other
Princes as they had a Mind to fee: and after
many Days Journey, they came to Towns, and
Cities, 2nd to Commonwealths, that were both
happily governed, and well peopled. Under the
Aquator, and as far on both Sides of it as the
Sun moves, there lay vaft Defarts that were
arched with the perpetual Heat of the Sunj
the Soil was withered, all Things look’d dif-
mally, and all Places were erther quite uninha-
bited, or abounded with wild Beafts and Ser-
pents, and fome few Men, that were neither
lefs wild, nor lefs cruel than the Beafts them-
- felves, But as they went farther, a new Scene
opened, all Things grew milder, the Air lefs
burning, the Soil more verdant, and even the
Beafts were lefs wild: And at laft there are Na-
tions, Towns, and Cities, that have not only
mutual Commerce among themfelves, and with
their Neighbours, but trade both by Sea and
Land, to very remote Countries, ‘There they
found the Conveniencies of feeing many Coun-
tries on all Hands, for noShip went any Voyage
into which he and his Companions were not very
welcome. The firft Vellels that they faw were
flat-bottomed, their Sails were made of Reeds and
Wicker woven clofe together, only fome were

B 3 made
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made of Leather; but afterwards they found
Ships made with round Keels, and Canvafs Sails,
and 1n all Things like our Ships; and the Sea-
men underftood both Aftronomy and Navigati-
on, He got wonderfully into their Favour,
by fhewing them the Ufe of the Needle, of
which till then they were utterly ignorant; and
whereas they failed before with great Caution,
and only in Summer Time, now they count ail
oeafons alike, trufting wholly to the Loadftone,
1in which they are perhaps more fecure than fafe ;
fo that there is Reafon to fear, that this Dif-
covery which was thought would prove {fo much
to their Advantage, may by their Imprudence be-
come an Qccaflion of much Mifchief to them,
But it were too long to dwell on all that he
g2 us he had obferved in every Place, it would
be too great a Digreflion from our prefent Pur-
pofe : And whatever is neceflary to be told,
chiefly concerning the wile and prudent Inftitu-
tions that he obferved among civilized Nations,
may perhaps be related by us on a more proper
Occafion, Weask’d him many Queftions con-
cerning all thefe Things, to which he anfwered
very willingly ; only we made no Enquiries af-
ter Monfters, than which nothing is more com-
mon ; for every where cne may hear of ravenous
Dogs and Wolves, and cruel Men-eaters 5 but it -
is not fo eafy to find States that are well and wife-
ly governed.

But as he told us of many Things that were amifs
an thofe new-found Nations, fo he reckoned up
not a few Things, from which Patterns might be
taken for correcting the Errors of thefe Nations
among whom we live ; of which an Account may
be given, as I have already promifed, at fome

other Time; for at prefent I intend only to re-
* late
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fate thofe Particulars that he told us of the Man-
ners and Laws of the Ursprans: DBut 1 will be-
gin with the Occafion that led us to fpeak of that
Commonwealth, After Raphael had difeourfed
with great Judgment of the Krrors that were both
among us and thefe Nations, of which there was
no fmall Number, and had treated ofthe wife In-
ftitutions both here and there, and had fpoken as
diftinétly of the Cuftems and Government of
every Nation through which he had paft, as if he
had {pent his whole Life in it Peter being ftruck
with Admiration, faid, I wonder Raphael, how
it comes that you enter into no King’s Service,
for I am {ure there arenone to whom you would
not be very acceptable: I'or your Learning and
Knowiedoe, both of Men and Things, is S fuch.
that you would not on! | entertain them v er}f plea-
f*mtl'y but be of good ufe to them, by the Ex-
amples that you could {et before them, . and the
Advices ihat you could give them ; and by this
Means you would both ferve your own Intereft,
and be of great Ule to all your Friends. As for
my Friends, anfwer’d he, I nced not be much
concerned, having already done all that was in-
cumbent on me toward them; for when I was
not only in good Health, but frefh and young,
diftributed that among my Kindred and Friends,

which other People do not part with till they are
old and fick; and then they unwilingly give
among them, that which thev can enjoy no
fonger themfelves, I think my Friends ought to
rcit contented with this, and not to expe& that
for their Sakes I thL d enflave my felf to any
King whatfoever. Soft and fir, faid Peter, T
do not mean that you fhouid be a Slave to any
King, but only that you fhould afiift them, and
be ufeful to them. 'The Change of the Word,

B A ﬁict
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faid he, does not alter the Matter. Bat term it

as you will, replied Peter, I do not fee any
other way in whichyou can be fo ufeful; both
in private to your Friends, and to the Publick,
and by which you can make your own Conditi-
on happier. Happier | anfwered Raphael, is that
to be compafled in a way fo abhorrent to my
Genius? Now Iliveas I will, to which 1 be-
lieve few Courtiers can pretend : And there are
fo very many that court the Favour of great Men,
that there will be no great Lofs, if they are not
troubled either with me, or with others of my
Temper. Upon this, I faid, I perceive Raphael
that you neither defire Wealth nor Greatnefs ;
and indeed I value and admire fuch a Man much
more than I do any of the great Men in the
World, Yet I think you would do a2 Thing
well becoming fo generous and {fo philofophical
a Soul as yours is, 1f you would apply your Time
and Thoughts to publick Affairs, even though you

may happen to find that a little uneafy to your
felf; and this you can never do with fo much

Advantage, as by being taken into the Council
of fome great Prince, and by fetting him on to
noble and worthy Things, which I know you
would do if you were in fucha Poft; for the
Springs both of Good and Evil, flow over awhole
Nation, from the Prince, as from a lafting
¥ountain, So much Learning as you have, even
without Practice in Affairs; orfo great a Prac-
tice as you have had, without any other Learn-
ing, would render you avery fit Counfellor to
any King whatfoever. You are doubly miftaken,
faid he, Mr. More, both in your Opinion of me,
and in the Judgment that you make of Things:
for as Ihave not that Capacity that you fancy
to beinme; foif Ihad it, the Publick would

not
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not be one Jot the better, when I had facrificed

my Quiet to it. For moft Princes apply them-
fclves more to warlike Matters, than to the
ufeful Arts of Peace; and in thefe] neither have
any Knowledge, nor do I much defire it: They
are generally more fet on acquiring new King-
doms, right or wrong, than on governing thofe
well that they have : And among the Minifters of
Princes, there are none that either are not {o
wife as not to need any Affiftance, or at Jeafk
that do not think themlielves fo wife, that they
imagine they need none; and if they do court
any, it is only thofe for whom the Prince hag
much perfonal Favour, whom by their Faun-
ings and Flatteries they endeavour to fix to theix
own Interefts: And indeed Nature has fo made
us, that we all love to be flattered, and to pleafe
our felves with our own Notions, Theold Crow
loves his Young, and the Ape his Cubs, Now
if in fucka Court, made up of Perfons that envy
all others, and do only admire themfelves, one
fhould but propofe any Thing that he had either
read in Hiftory, or obferved in his Travels, the
. reft would think that the Reputation of theix
Wifdom would fink, and that their Interefts
would be much deprefled, if they could not run
it down: And if all other Things failed, then
they would fly to this, That fuch or fuch ‘T'hings
pigafed our Anceftors, and it were well for us if
we could but match them. They would fet up
their Reft on {uch an Anfwer, as a {ufficient
Cerfutation of all that could be faid; a5 if this
were  a great Mifchief, that any fhould be
found wifer than his Anceftors : But tho’ they
willingly let go all the good Things that were
among thofe of former Ages ; yet if better
Things are propofed, they cover themifelves ob-

B s {tinately
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ftinately with this Excufe, of Reverence to paft
Times. I have met with thefe proud, morofe,
and abfurd Judgments of Things in many places,
particularly once in £ngland. Was you ever there,

faid [? Yes, I was, anfwered he, and {taid fome
Months there, not long after the Rebellion in the
#Veff was {upprefled, with a great Slaughter of
$he poor People that were engaged in it,

¥ was then much obliged to that Reverend Pre-
Yate fobn Morton Archbithop of Canterbury, Car-
dinal, and Chancellor of England; a Man,
faid he, Peter (for Mr, Mere knows well what
he was) that was not lefs venerable for his Wii-
dom and Virtues, than for the high Charalter
he bore: He wasof a muddle Stature, not bro-
ken with Age ;5 his Looks begot Reverence rather
than Fear; his Converfation was eafy, but fe-
rious and grave; he took Pleafure {ometimes to
try the Force of thofe that came as Suitors to
him upon Bufinefs, by fpeaking fharply, tho’ de-
cently to them, and by that he difcovered their
opirit and prefence of Mind ; with which he was
ymuch delighted, when it did not grow up toan
dmpudence, as bearing a great Refemblance to
his own Temper ; and he looked on fuch Perfons
2s the fitteft Men for Affairs, He fpoke toth
oracefully and weightily 5 he was eminently
. skilled 1n the Law, and had a vaft Underftand-
ing, and a prodigious Memory : And thofe excel-
lent Talents with which Nature had furnifhed
him, were improved by Study and Experience.
When I was in England, the King depended
qnuch on his Councils, and the Government
feemed to be chiefly fupported by him; for
from his Youth up, he had been all along prac-
tiled in Affairs; and having pafled through ma-
ny Traverfes of lortune, he had acquired to

his
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his great Coft, a vaft Stock of Wifdom: Which
is not foon loft, when 1t is purchafed fo
dear. One Day when I was dining with hin,
there happened to be at Table one of the Ex-
glifh Lawyers, who took Occafion to run cut in
a high Commendation of the fevere Execution
of Juftice upon Thieves, who, as he faid, were
then hanged fo faft, that there were fometimes
twenty on one (ibbet; and upon that he faidg
he could not wonder enough how it came ta

pafs, that {ince fo few efcaped there were yet {&
many Thieves left who were ftill robbing in alk
Places Upon this, I who took the Boldnefs ta
fpeak freely before the Cardinal, faid, There
vwzs no Reafon to wonder at the Matter, fince
¢this Wav of punifhing Thieves, was neither juft
in it felf; nor good for the Pubhc’c for as the
Severity was tco areat, {o the Remed y was not
effeQual ; fimple Theft not being {o great a
Crime, that it ought to coft a M a his Life;
and ro Punifhment how fevere 1oever, being
able to reftrain thofe from robbmg, who can
find out no other Way of Livelihced; and in
this, faid I, not only you n E?zgfmzd but 2
great Part of the World imitate fome ill Ma-
ﬁers, that are rcadier to chaflife their Scholars,
thanto teach them. There arc dreadful Punifbments
enacted againft Thieves, but it were much better
to make fuch good Provifions, by which every
Man might be put in a Mcthod how to live, znid
fo be preferved from the fatal Necefs ity of fleal.
ing, and of dying for it. There hus "been O v
enoufrh taken for that, faid he, there ar m_.rrj‘
Handicrafts, ana there is Husbandry, bv vwing
they may make a Shift to live, unlefs ther 1+ .
a greater Mind to follow 111 Courfes,  Thar . 7
not ferve your Turn, faid I, for many i, -
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Y.imbs in Civil or Foreign Wats, aslately in the
.Qornifh Rebellion, and fome time ago in your
Wars with France, who being thus mutilated in
the Service of their King and Country, can no
more follow their old Trades, and are too old to
fearn new ones: But fince Wars are only acci-
dental Things, and bhave Intervals, let us confider
thofe Things that fall out every Day, There 1s
a great Number of Noble Men among you, that
five not only idle themfelves as Drones, fubfifting
by other Men’s Labours, who are their Tenants,
and whom they pare to the Quick, and thereby
saife their Revenues; this being the only Inftance
of their Frugality, for in all other Things they
are Prodigal, even to the Beggaring of themfelves;
But befides this, they carry about with them a
huge Number of idle Fellows, who never learned
any Art by which they may gain their Living ;
and thefe, as foon as either their Lord dies, or
they themfelves fall fick, are turned out of Doors ;
for your Lords are readier to feed idle People,
than to take Care of the Sick; and often the
Heir is not able to keep together fo great a Fami-
ly as his Predeceflor did: Now when the Sto-
machs of thofe that are thus turned out of Doors,
grow keen, they rob no lefs keenly ; and what
elfe cantheydo! for after that, by wandring a-
bout, they have worn out both their Health and
their Cloaths, and are tattered, and look ghaitly,
Men of Quality will not entertain them, and
poor Men dare not do it ; knowing that one who
has been bred up in Idlenefs and Pleafure, and who
was ufed to walk about with his Sword and
Buckler, defpifing all the Neighbourhood with
an infolent Scorn, as far below him, s not fit
for the Spade and Mattock : Nor will he ferve

a poor Man for fo {mall a Hire, andin fo ICS{ a
| iet
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Diet 2s he can afford, To this he anfwered, T his
Sort of Men ought to be particularly cherithed
among us, for inthem confifts the Force of the
Armies for which we may have occafion ; fince
their Birth infpires them with a nobler Senfe of
Honour, than is to be found among T'radelmen
or Ploughmen. You may as well fay, replied I,
that you muft cherifh Thieves on the Account of
Wars, for you will never want the one, as long
as you have the other ; and as Robbers prove fome-
times gallant Soldiers, fo Soldiers prove often brave
Robbers; fo near an Alliance there is between
thofe two Sorts of Life, But this bad Cuftom of
keeping many Servants, that is fo common a-
mong you, is not peculiar to this Nation, In
France there is yet a more peftiferous Sort of Peon
ple, for the whole Country is fuil of Soldiers, that
are ftill kept up in Time of Peace; if fuch a
State of a Nation can be called a Peace: And thefe
are kept in Pay upon the fame Account that you
plead for “hofe idle Retainers about Noble Men -
This being a Maxim of thofe pretended Statefmen
that it is neceffary for the publick Safety, to have
a good Body of Veteran Soldiers ever in readinefs,
" They think raw Men are not to be depended on,
and they fometimes feek Occafions for making
War, that they may trainuptheir Soldiers in the Art
of cutting T'hiroats, or as Sa/uff oblerved, for keep-
ing their Hands inufe, that they may not grow
dull by too long an Intermiffion, But France has
learn’d to its Coft, how dangerous itis to feed
fuch Beafts, T'he Fate of the Romans, Cartha-
ginians, and Syrzans, and many other Nations,
and Cities, which were both overturned, and.
quite ruined by thofe {tanding Armies, fhould
make others wifer: And the Folly of this Maxim
Qf the French, appears plainly even from this,

that
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that their trained Soldiers find your raw Men
prove oftentoo hard for them ; of which I will
not fay much, left you may think 1 flatter the
Englili-Nation, Every Day’s Experience fhews,
that the Mechanicks in the Towns, or the
Clowns in the Country, are not afraid of fight-
ing with thofe idle Gentlemen, if they are not

difabled by fome Misfortune in their Body, or
difpirited by extream Want, fo that you need
not fear, that thofe well-thaped and ftrong
Men, (forit is only fuch that Noblemen love to
keep about them, till they {poil them) who now
grow feeble with Eafe, and are foftened with their
effeminate Manner of Life, would be lefs fit for
Aé&ion if they were well bred and well employed.
And it feems very unreafonable, that for the Prof-
pe&t of a War, which you need never have but
when you pleafe, you fhould maintain fo many idle
Men, aswill aiwaysditturb you in Time of Peace,
which is ever to be more confidered than War,
But I do not think that this Neceffity of Stealing,
arifes only from hence, thereis another Caufe of
it that is more peculiar to England, What 1s
that, faid the Cardinal: T he encreafe of Pafture,
faid I, by which your Sheep, that are naturally
mild, and eafily kept in order, may be faid now
to devour Men, and unpeople, not only Villages,
but Towns: For wherever it i1s found, that the
Sheep of any Soil yield a fofter and richer
Wool than ordinary, there the Nobility and Gen-
try, and cven thofe holy Men the Abbots, not
contented with the old Rents which their Farms
yielded, nor thinking it enough that they living
at their Eafe, do no good to the Publick, refolve
to do it Hurt inftead of Good. They ftop the
Courfe of Agriculture, inclofe Grounds, and de-

firoy Houfes and Towns, referving only the
Churchess,,
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Churches, that they may lodge their Sheep in
‘them : And as if Forefts and Parks had {wallowed
up too hittle Soil, thofe worthy Country Men
turn the beft inhabited Places into Solitudes ; for
when any unfatiable Wretch, who 1s a Plague to
his Country, refolves to inclofe many thoufand
Acres of Ground, the Owners, as well as Te-
nants, are turned out of their Pofleffions, by
Tricks, ‘or by main Force, or being wearied out
with ill Ufage, they are forced tofell them. So
thofe miferable People, both Men and Women,
Married, Unmarried, Old and Young, with
their poor, but numerous Families, (fince Country
Bufinefs requires many Hands) are all forced to
change their Seats, not knowing whither to go ;
and they muit fell for almoft nothing, their Hou-
thold-Stuft, which could not bring them much
Money, eventho’ they might ftay for a Buyer:
when that little Money is at an end, for it will
be {oon {pent; whatis left for them to do, but
either to fteal, and fo & be hanged, (God knows
how juftly) or to goabout and beg? Andif they
do this, they are put 1n Prifon as idle Vagabonds ;
whereas they would willingly work, but can find .
" none that wil hire them ; for there is no more
Occalion for Country Labour, to which they
have been brea, when there is no Arable Ground
left, One Shepherd can look after a Flock,
which will ftock an extent of Ground that
would require many Hands, if it were to be
ploughed and reaped. This likewife raifes the
Price of Cornin many Places, The Price of Wocl
15 alfo {0 rifen, that the PoOoK P€0p1e who wcCre
wont to make Cloth, are no moreable to buy it ;
and this likewife makes many of them idle: Fos
fince the Increafc of Pafture, God has punithed

the Avarice of the Qwners, by a Rotamong the
pheep,
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Sheep, which has deftroyed vaft Numbers of them,
~ but had been more juftly laid upon the Owners
themfelves. But fuppofe the Sheep fhould increafe
ever-fo much, their Price is not hke to fall ; fince
tho’ they cannot be called a Aonopoly, becaufe
they are not engrofled by one Perfon, yet they
are in fo few Hands, and thefe are fo rich, that
as they are not preft to fell them {fooner than
they have a Mind to it, o they never do it till
they have raifed the Price as highas is poffible,
And on the fame Account it 1s, that the other
Kinds of Cattle are fo dear, and {fo much the
more, becaufe that many Villages being pulled
down, and all Country-Labour being much ne-
gleCted, thereare none that look after the breed-
ing of them. 'The Rich do not breed Cattle as
they do Sheep, but buy them lean; and at low
Prices ; and after they have fattened them on their

Grounds, they fell them again at hich Rates,
AndI do not think that all the Inconveniencies
that this will produce, age yet obferved ; for as
they fell the Cattle dear, foif they are confumed
fafter than the breeding Countries from which they
.are brought, can afford them; then the Stock
muft decreafe, and this muft needs end in a great
Scarcity ; and by thefe Means this your Ifland,

that feemed as to this Particular, the happieft
in the World, will fufter much by the curfed

Avarice of a few Perfons; befides that, the rifing
of Corn makes all People leflen their Families as
much as they can; and what can thofe who are
difmifled by them do, buteither begor rob? And
to this laft, a Man ofa great Mind 1s much foon-
er drawn than to the Former. Luxury likewife
breaks in apace upon you, to fet forward your
Poverty and Mifery ; thereis an exceffive Vanity
in Apparel, and great Coft in Diet ; and that ﬂ?t

only

O
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only in Noblemen’s Families, but even among
Tradefmen, and among the Farmers themfelves,
and among all Ranks of Perfons. You haveal~
fo many infamous Houfes, and befides thofe that
are known, the Taverns and Alehoufes are
no better ; add to thefe, Dice, Cards, Tables,
Foot-ball, Tennis, and Coits, 1 which Money
runs faft away ; and thofe that are initiated into
them, muft in Conclufion betake themfelves to
Robbing for a Supply. Ranifh thofe Plagues, and
give Orders that thefe who have difpeopled fo
much Soil, may either rebuild the .Villages that
they have pulled down, or let out their Grounds
to fuch as will do it: Reftrain thofe Engroffings
of the Rich, that are as bad almoft as Monops-
Jies ; leave fewer Occafions to Idlenefs ; let Agri-
culture be fet up again, and the Manufaéture of
the Wool be regulated, that fo there may be
Work found for thofe Companies of idlePeople,
whom Want forces to be Thieves, or who now
being idle Vagabonds, or ufelefs Servants, will
certainly grow Thieves at laft, If you do not
find 2 Remedy to thefe Evils, it is a vain Thing to
boaft of your Severity of punifhing Theft ; which
tho’ it may have the Appearance of Juftice, yet
in it felf it is neither juft nor convenient: For if
you fuffer your People to be ill educated, and
their Manners to be corrupted from their Infancy,
and then punifh them for thofe Crimes to which
their firft Education difpofed them, what elfe is to

be concluded from this, but that you hrft make

Thieves and then punifh them ¢
While I was talking thus, the Counfellor that

was prefent had prepared an Anfwer, and had
. Jefolved to refume all I had faid, according to
the Formality of a Debate, in which Things are

generally repeated more faithfully than they are
an-
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anfwered ; as if the chief Trial that were ¢o be
made, were of Men’s Memories, So he faid to me,
you have talked prettily for a Stranger, having
heard of many T hings among us, which you have
not been able to confider well ; but I will make
the whole Matter plain to you, and will firft re-
peat in Order all that you have faid, then T will
thew how much the Ignorance of our Affairs has
mifled you, and will in the laft Place an-~
fwer all your Arguments. And that I may be-
oin where I promifed, there were four T hings-----
Hold your Peace, faid the Cardinal, for you will
not have done foon that bezin thus ; therefore we -
will at Prefent eafe you of the 'I'rouble of an-
fwering, and referve it to our next Meeting,
which fhall be to Morsrow, if Raphael’s Aftairs and
yours can admit of it: But Raphael, faid heto
me, I would gladly know of you upon what Reafon
it is that you think Theft ought not to be pu-
nifhed by Death ! Would you give Way to it ?
or do you propofe any other Punifhment that
will be more ufeful to the Publick ! For fince
Death does not reftrain Theft, if Men thought
their Lives would be fafe, what Fear or Force
could reftrain ill Men? On the Contrary, they
would look on the Mitigation of the Punifh-
ment, as an invitation to commit more Crimes.
I anfwered, It feems to me a very unjuft Thing
to take away a Man’s Life for a little Money ;
for nothing in the World can be of equal Value
with a Man’s Life : And if it is {aid, that it i1s
not for the Money that one fufters, but for his
breaking the Law ; I muft fay, extream Juftice
1s an extream Injury : for we ought not to approve
of thefe terrible I.aws that make the {malleft
Ofences capital ; nor of that Opinion of the
Stoiczs, that makes all Crimes equal, as if there

werc
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were no difference to be made between the killing
a Man, and the taking his Purfe; between which
if we examine Things impartially, there 1s no

Likenefs nor Proportion, God has commanded u®
not to kill, and thall we kill fo eafily for alittle Mo-
ney ! But if one fhall fay, That by that Law we
are only forbid to kill any, except when the Laws
of the Land allow of it; upon the fame Grounds,
Laws may be made to allow "of Adultery and
Perjury in fome Cafes: for (GGod having taken
from us the Right of difpofing, either of our own,
or of other Peoples Lives, if it 1s pretended that
the mutual Confent of Men in- making Laws, al-
lowing of Manflaughter in Cafes in which God
has given us no Example, frees People from the
Obligation of the Divine Law, and fo makes
Murder a lawful Aétion ; What 1s this, but to
give a preference to Humane Laws before the Di-
vine ¢ And if this is once admitted, by the fame
Rule Men may in all other Things put what Re-
ftrictions they pleafe upon the Laws of God, If
by the Mofaical Law, tho itwas Rough and Se-
vire, as being a Yokelaid onan obftinateand fer-
vile Nation, Men were only fined, and not put to
Death for Theft; we cannot imagine that in this
new Law of Mercy, in which God treats us
with the Tendernefs of a Father, he has glven
us a greater Licenfe to Cruelty, than he did to
the Fews. Upon thefe Reafons it is, that I
think the putting T hieves to Death is not law-~
ful 3 and it is plain and obvious that it is abfurd,
and of il Confequence to the Common-Wealth,
that a Thief and a Murderer fhould be equally
punifhed: for if a Robber fees that his Danger
1s the fame, if he is convited of Theft, as if
he were guilty of Murder, this will naturally fet
him on to kill the Perfon whom otherwile he

wauld
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would only have robbed, fince if the Punifhment
is the fame, there is more fecurity, and lefs dan-
ger of difcovery, when he that can beft make it
is put out of the Way ; fo that the terrifying
Thieves too much, provokes them to cruelty,
But as to the Queftion, What more conveni-
ent Way of Punifhment can be found ? Ithink
it is much eafier to find out that, than to invent
any Thing that is worfe ; Why fhould we doubt
but the Way that was fo long in Ufe among the
Old Romans, who underftood fo well the Arts of
Government, was very proper for their Punifh-
ment ! they condemned fuch as they found Guil-
ty of great Crimes, to work their whole Lives
in Quarries, or to dig in Mines with Chains a-
bout them. But the Method that I liked beft,
was that which I obferved in my Travels in
Perfia, among the Polylersts, who are a confide-
rable and well-governed People. They pay a
yearly Tribute to the King of Perfia ; but in all
other Refpeltsthey are a free Nation, and govern-
ed by their own Laws. They lie far from the
Sea, and are environed with Hills ; and being
contented with the Productions of their own
Country, which is very Fruitful, they have lit-
tle Commerce with any other Nation ; and as
they, according to the (enius of their Coun-
try, have no appetite of inlarging their Borders ;
fo their Mountains, and the Penfion that they
ay to the Perfian, {ecure them fromall Invafions.
hus they have no Wars among them ; they
live rather conveniently than fplendidly, and may
be rather called a Happy Nation, than either E-
minent or Famous ; for I do not think that they
are known fo tnuch as by Name to any but their
next Neighbours, Thofe that are found guilty

of Theft among them, are bound to make refti-
tution
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éution to the Owner, and not as it is in other
Places, to the Prince, for they reckon® that the
Prince has no more right to the ftolen Goods
than the Thief ; but if that which was f{tolen
is no more in being, then the Goods of the
Thieves are eftimated, and Reftitution being
made out of them, the Remainder is given to
their Wives and Children : And they themfelves
are condemned to ferve in the Publick Works, but
are neither imprifoned, nor chained, unlefs there
happened to be fome extraordinary Circumftances

in their Crimes. They go about loofe and free,
working for the Publick: If they are idle or back-
ward to work, they are whipp’d ; but if they
work hard, they are well ufed and treated without
any mark of Reproach, only the Lifts of them
are called alsvays at Night, and then they are fhut
up, and they fuffer no other unealinefs, but this
of conftant Labour ; for as they work for the
Publick, fo they arc well entertained out of the
~ Publick Stock, which is done differently in differ-
ent Places: In fome Places, that which is beltow-
ed on them, is raifed by a charitable Contribution ;
and tho’ this Way may feem uncertain, yet fo
merciful are the Inclinations of that People, that
they are plentifully fupplied by it ; but in other
Places, publick Revenues are fet afide for them ;
or there is a corftant Tax of a Poll-money raifed
for their Maintenance, In fome Places they are
fet to noe Publick Work, but every private Man
~ that has occafion to hire Workmen, goes to the
Market-places and hires them of the Publick, a
little lower than he would do a Free-man : If they
go lazily about their Thask, he may quicken them
witn the Whip. By this Means therc is always
lome pieceof Work or other to be doneby them ;

and befide their Livelihood, they earn fomewhat
ftill
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ftill to the Publick, 'They wearall apeculiar Ha- Q

bit, of one certain Colour, and their Hair is cropt ,

a little above their Ears, and a little of one of
their Ears 1s cut off. Their Friends are allowed
to give them either Meat, Drink, or Clothes, fo
they are of their proper Colour; but it is Death,
both to the Giver and Taker, if they give them
Money 5 nor is it lefs penal for any Freeman to
take Money from them, uponany account what-
foever: And it is alfo Death forany ofthefe Slawe;
(fo they are called) to handle Arms, Thofe of
every Divifion of the Country, are diftinguifhed
by a peculiar Mark : And 1t is capital to lay that
afide, and fo it is alfo to go out of their Bounds,
or totalk with a Slave of another Jurifdiction ;
and the very Attemptof an efcape, is no lefs pe-
nal than an efcape it felf; it is Death for any
other Slave to be acceffary to it : Ifa Freemanen-
gages in it, he is condemned to Slavery : Thofe
that difcover it are rewarded ; if Free-men, in
Money ; and if Slaves, with Liberty, together

with a Pardon for being acceflary to it; that
fo they may find their Account, rather in re-

penting of their acceflion to fuch a Defign, than
in perfifting in it.

Thefe are their Laws and Rules in this Matter;

in which both the Gentlenefs and she Advantages °
of them are very obvious; fince by thefe Means, .

as Vices are deftroyed, fo Men are preferved ;
but are {o treated, that they {ee the Neceflity of
being good : and by the Reft of their Life they
make reparation for the Mifchief they had for-
merly done. Nor is there any hazard of their
falling back to their old Cuftoms : And{o little
do T'ravellers apprehend Mifchief from them, that
they generally make ufe of them for Guides, from

ene Jurifdiction to another ; for ther¢ is nothing
lett

L
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feft them by which they can rob, or be the bet-
. ter for it, fince as they are difarmed, fo the very
having of Money is a fufficient Conviction: and
 as they are certainly punifhed if difcovered, fo they
cannot hope to efcape : for their Habit being in all
~ the Parts of it different from what is commonly
worn, they cannot fly away, unlefs they fhould
go naked, and even then their crop’d Ear would
betray them. Theonly Danger to be feared from
them, is their confpiring againft the Govern-
ment : But thofe of one Divifion and Neighbour-
hood can do nothing to any Purpofe, unlefs a ge-
neral Confpiracy were laid amongft all the Slaves
of the feveral Jurifditions, which cannot be dons,
{ince they cannot meet or talk together ; nor will
any venture on a Defign where the Concealment
would be fo dangerous, and the Difcovery {o pro-
fitable : and none of them is quite hopelefs of re-
covering his Freedom, fince by their Obedience
and Patience, and by giving Grounds to believe
that they will change their manner of Life for
the Future, they may expet at laft to obtain
their Liberty : and fome are every Year reftored
toit, upon the good Charalter that is given of
them. When I had related all this, I added,
‘T'hat I did not fec why fuch a Method might not
be followed with more Advantage, than could
ever be expected from that fevere Juftice which
the Counfellor magnified fo much. To all this
he anfwered, That it could never be {o fettled
i England, without endangering the whole Nati-
on by it; and as he faid that, he fhook his Head,
and made fome grimaces, and fo held his Peace ;
and all the Company feemed to be of his Mind :
only the Cardinal faid, It is not eafy to guefs whe-
ther it would fucceed well or ill, fince no Trial
nas been made of it : But if when the Sentence

of
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of Death were paft upon a Thief, the Princa
would reprieve him for a while, and make the Ex-
periment upon him, denying him the privilege of
a Sanétuary ; then if it had a good Eftect upon
him, it might take place ; and if it fucceeded
not, the worft would be, to execute the Sentence
on the condemned Perfons at laft. And I do not fee,
faid he,why it would be either injuft or inconveni-
ent, oratall dangerous, to admitof fuch adelay:
And I think the Vagabonds ought to be treated
in the fame Manner, againft whom though we
have made many Laws, yet we have not been
able to gain our End by them all. When the
Cardinal had faid this, then they all fell to com-
mend the Motion, tho’ they had defpifed it when
it came from me ; but they did more particular-
ly commend that concerning the Vagabonds, be-
caufe it had been added by him. | .

I do not know whether it be worth the while
to tell what followed, for it was very ridiculous ;
but Ifhall ventureatit, for as it isnot foreign to
this Matter, {o fome good Ufe may be made of it.
‘There was a Jefter ftanding by, that counterfeit-
cd the Fool fo naturally, that he feemed to be
really one, The Jefts at which he offered were
fo cold and dull, that we laughed more at him
than at them ; yet fometimes he faid, as it were
by chance, Things that were not unpleafant; {o |
asto juftify the old Proverb, That he who throws
the Dice aoften, will fometimes bhave a lucky Hit.
When one of the Company had faid, that I had
taken care of the Thieves, and the Cardinal had
taken care of the Vagabonds, fo that there re-
mained nothing but that fome publick Proviij-
on might be made for the Poor, whom Sicknefs or
Old Age had difabled from Labour : Leave that

t0 me, faid the Fool, and I {hall take care of them ;
| fox
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for thereis no Sort.of People whofe fight I abhor
. more, - having been fo often vexed with them, and
with their fad Complaints; but as dolefully foe-
ver as they have told their Tale to me, they
could never prevail fo far as to draw one Penny
of Money from me: for either Ihad no mind
to give them any Thing, or when 1 had a mind
to it, I had nothing to give them : and they now
know me fo well, that they will not lofe their La-
bour on me, but let me pafs without giving me
any trouble, becaufe they hope for nothing from
me, no more in Faith than if 1 were a Prieff -
But I would have a Law made, for {ending all
thefe Beggars to Monafteries, the Men to the Be-
nedifiines to be Lay-Brothers, and the Women to
be Nuns. The Cardinal fmiled, and approved of
- 1tinjeft ; but theReft liked it in earneft. There was
a Divine prefent, who tho’ he was a grave morofe
Man, yet he was fo pleafed with this Refle&tion
that was made on the Priefts and the Monks, that
he began to play with the Fool, and faid to him,
‘This will not deliver you from all Beggars, ex-
cept you take care of us Friars, ‘Thatis done
already, anfwered the Fool, for the Cardinal has
provided for you, by what he propofed for the
reftraining Vagabonds, and fetting them to work,
for I know no Vagabonds like you. This was well
entertained by the whole Company, who looking
~at the Cardinal, perceived that he was not ill
pleafed at it; only the Friar himfelf was fo bit, as
may be eafily imagined, and fell out into fucha
'~ Paffion, that he could not forbear railing at the
Fool, and called him Knave, Slanderery, Backbiter,
~and Son of Perdstion, and cited fome dreadful
Threatnings out of the Scriptures againft him.
Now the Jefter thought he was in his Element,
and laid about him ﬁ‘eel}é : he faid, Good Friar
= - DE
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be not angry, for it is written, /n patience poffefs
gour Soul. The Friar anfwered, (for Ifhall give
you his own Words) 1 am not angry, you Hang-
man ; at leaft T do not finin it, for the Palmift
{ays, Be ye angry, and fin not. Upon this the
Cardinal admonifhed him gently, and withed
him to govern- his Paflions. No, my Lord, faid
he, I fpeak not but from a good Zeal, which I
ought to have; for Holy Men have had a good
Zealy as it is faid, The Zeal of thy Houfe hath
eaten me up ; and we {ing in our Church, that

thofe who mock’d E/ifpa as he went up to the
Houfe of God, felt the Effe&ts of his Zeal;

which that Mocker, that Rogue, that Scound-
rel, will perhaps feel. You dothis perhaps with
a good Intention, faid the Cardinal; but in my
Opinion, it were wifer in you, not to fay bet-
ter for you, not to engage in {o ridiculous a Con-
teft with a Fool. No, my Lord, anfwered he,
that were not wifely done; for Solomon, the
wileft of Men, faid, Anfwer a Fool according to
bis folly 5 which 1 now do, and fhew him
the Ditch into which he will fall, if he 15 not
aware of it ; forif the many Mockers of £/j/ba,
who was but one bald Man, felt the Effeét of
fis Zeal, What will become of one Mocker of
fo many Friars, among whom there are fo
many bald Men ? We have likewife a Bull, by
which all that jeer us are excommunicated.
When the Cardinal faw that there was no End
of this Matter, he made a Sign to the Fool to
withdraw, and turned the Difcourfe another Way ;
and foon after he rofe from the Table, and difmif{-

fing us, he went to hear Caufes.

- Thus, Mr. Mere, Ihave run out into 2 tedi-
ous Story, of the Length of which I had been

afhamed, if, as you ecarneftly begged it of mef
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1 had not obferved you to hearken to it, as if you
“had no mind to lofe any Part of it: I might
have contracted it, but I refolved to give it you
at large, that you might obferve how thofe that
had defpifed what I had propofed, no {fooner per-
ceived that the Cardinal did not diflike it, but
they prefently approved of it, and fawned fo
on him, and flattered him to fuch a Degree, that
they in good earneft applauded thofe Things that
he only liked in jeft. And from hence you may
gather, how little Courtiers would value either me

or my Counfels.
To this Ianfwered, You have done me a great

kindnefs in this Relation ; for asevery Thing has
been related by you, both wifely and pleafantly,
{o you have made me imagine, that I was in my
own Country, and grown young again, by recal-
ling that good Cardinal into my Thoughts, in
“whofe Family I was bred from my Childhood :
And tho’ you are upon other” Accounts very dear

to me, yet you are the dearer, becaufe you honour
his Memory fo much : But after all this I cannet

change my -Opinion, for Iftill think that if you
could. overcome that averfion which you have to
the Courts of Princes, you might do a great
deal of good to Mankind, by the Advices that
you would give; and this is the chief Defign that
every good Man ought to propofe to himfelf in
living : for whereas your Friend Plato thinks
‘that then Nations will be happy, when either
Philofophers become Kings, or Kings become
Philofophers. No wonder if we are fo far from
that Happinefs, if Philofophers will not think it
fit for them to affift Kings with their Councils.
"They are not fo bafe minded, faid he, but that
they would willingly do it: many of them have
already done it by theh&3 Books, it thele that are

2 1R
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in Power would hearken to their good Advices,

™

But Plato judged night, that except Kings them-,

felves became Philofophers, it could never be

brought about, that they who from their Child-
hood are corrupted with falfe Notions, fhould

fall in intirely with the Councils of Philofophers,

which he himfelf found to be true in the Perfon
of Dionyfius.

Do not you think, that if I were about any

King, and were propofing good Laws to him,
and endeavouring to root out of him all the
curfed Seedsof Evilthat] found in him, I fhould
either be turned out of his- Court, or at leaft be
laughed at for my Pains? For Inftance, what
could I fignify if I were about the King of France,
and were called into his Cabinet-Council, where
feveral wife Men do in his Hearing propofe
many Expedients; as by what Arts and Prac-
tices Milan may be kept ; and Naples, that has
fo oft flip’d out of their Hands, recovered ; and

how the Venetians, and after them the reft of

Italy may be fubdued; and then how Flanders,

Brabant, and all Burgundy, and {ome other
Kingdoms which he has fwallowed already in his
Defigns, may be added to his Empire. One

propofes a League with the Venetians, to be kept

as long as he finds his Account in it, and that

he ought to communicate Councils with them,
and give them fome Share of the Spoil, till his Suc-
cefs makes him need-or fear them lefs, and then it
will be eafily taken out of their Hands, Ano-
ther propofes the hiring the Germans, and the
fecuring the Switzers by Penfions, Another pro-
pofes the gaining the Emperor by Money,
which is Omnipotent with him. Another pro-
pofes a Peace with the King of Arragen, and
an order to the cementing 1t, the yielding u[IJ{ the

i
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King of Nawar’s Pretenfions,  Another thinks
‘the Prince of Caffile is to be wrought on, by
the Hope of an Alliance ; and that fome of his

Courtiers are to be gained to the French Fac-
tion by Penfions, The hardeft Point of all is
what to do with England : A Treaty of Peace
15 to be fet on Foot, and if their Alliance is not
to be depended on, yet it isto be made asfirm as
can be ; and they are to be called ¥riends, but
fulpelted as Enemies: 'Therefore the Scots are
to be kept in Readinefs, tobelet loofe upon Eng-
land on every Occafion ; and fome banifhed
Nobleman is to be fupported underhand, (for by
the League it cannot be done avowedly) who .
has a Pretenfion to the Crown, by which Means
~ that {ufpected Prince may be kept in Awe, Now
when Things are in fo great a Fermentation, and
fo many gallant Men are joining Councils, how
to carry on the War, if fo mean a Man as T

am fhould ftand up, and with them to change
- all their Councils, to let fraly alone, and flay
- at Home, fince the Kingdom of France was in-
deed greater than that it could be well governed by
one Man ; fo that he ought not to think. of
adding others to it: And if after this, 1 fhould
propofe to them the Refolutions of the Z:horisus,
a People that lie over againft the Ifle of Utspic
to the South Kaft, who having long ago engaged
in 2 War, that they might gain another King-
dom to their King, who had a Pretenfion to it
~ byan old Alliance, by which it had defcended
- to him ; and having conquered it, when they
found that the trouble of keeping it, was equal
to that of gaining it ; for the conquered People
would be fhill aptto rebel, or be expofed to
Foreign Invafions, {o that they muft always be
in War, either for them, or againft them ; and

C 3 " that
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that therefore they could never disband their Ar-
my: That in the mean Time Taxes lay heavy
on them, that Money went out of the ngdom
that their Blood was facrificed to their ngs
Glory, and that they were nothing the ‘better
by it, even in Time of Peace; their Manners
being corrupted by a long War ; Robbing and
Murders abounding every Where, and their Laws
falling under Contempt, becaufe their King be-
ing diftrated with the Cares of the Kincrdom,
was lefs able to apply his Mind to any one of
them ; when they faw there would be no End
of thoﬁ: Evils, they by joint Councils made an
humble Addrefs to their ng, defliring him te
choofe which of the two Kingdoms he had the.
areateft Mind to keep, fince he could not hold:
both; for they were too great a People to be:
govemed by a divided King, fince no Man would :
willingly have a Groom that thould be in com-|
anon between him and another. Upon which
the good Prince was forced to” quit his new King- |
dom to ofe of his I'riends, (‘who was not long |
after dethroned) and . to 'bf.? contented with his |
oldone. To all this I would add, that after all
thofe warlike Attempts, and the vaft Confufions,
with the Confumptions both of Treafure and of
People that muft follow them ; perhaps upon
fome Misfortune, they might be forced to throw
up all at laft ; therefore it feemed much more
eligible that the King fhould improve his anti-
ent Kingdom all he could, and make it flou-

T

e

T

11fh as much as was poffible; that he fhould love |

his People, and be bcloved of them ; that he
{hould live among them, and govern them gent- |
ly; and that he fhould let other Kingdoms alone,

{ince that which had fallen to his Share was big

enough, if not too big for him, Pray how do |

e T Cp——

jou |



U TOPTI A 3

you think would fuch a Speech as this be heard 7
T confefs, faid I, Ithink not very well,
But what, faid he, if I fhould fort with a-
nother Kind of Minifters, whofe chief Contri-
vances and Confultations were, by what Art
Treafure might be heaped up? W here one pro-
pofés, the crying up of Money, when the King
had a great Debt on him, and the crying itdown
as much when his Revenues were to come in,
that fo he might both pay much with a little,
and in a little receive a great deal: Another
- propofes a Pretence of a War, that fo Money
might be raifed in order to the carrying it on,
and that a Peace might be concluded as {oon as
. that was done ; and this was to be made up with
fuch Appearances of Religion as might’ work on
the People, and make them impute it to the Piety
of their Prince, and to his Tendernefs of the
Lives of his Subjelts, A third offers fome old’
mufty Laws, that have becn antiquated by. a
long difufe ; and which, as they had been for-
ootten by all the Subjeéls, fo they had been alfo
broken by them ;  and that the levying of the Pe-
nalties of thefe Laws, as it would bring in a vaft
Treafure, {o there might be a very good Pretence
for it, fince it would look like the executing .
Law, and the doing of Juftice. A fourth propo-
fes the prohibiting of many Things under fevere
Penalties, efpecrally fuch Things as were againtt
the Intereft of the People, and then the difpen-
fing with thefe' Prohibitions upon great Compofi-
tions, to thofe who might make Advantages by
breaking them, This would ferve two Ends,
both of them acceptable to many ; for as thofe
whofe Avarice led them to tranfgrefls, would be.
feverely fined ; {o the felling Licences dear,
would look as il a Prince were tender of his
People,,
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People, and would not eafily, or at low Rates,
difpenfe with any Thing that might be againft
the publick Good, Another propofes, that the
Judges muft be made fure, that they may declare
always in Favour of the Prerogative, that they
muft be often fent for to Court, that the King
may hear them argue thofe Pointsin which he s
concerned ; fince that how unjuft foever any of
his Pretenflons may be, yet ftill fome one or
other of them, either out of Contradiction to
others, or the Prideof Singularity, or that they
may make their Court, would find out fome Pre-
tence or other to give the King a fair Colour to
carry the Point :  For if the Judges but differ in
Opinion, the cleareft Thing in the World is .
made by that Means difputable, and Truth be-
ing once brought in Queftion, the King upon.
that may take Advantage to expound the Law
for his own Profit: The Judges that ftand out
will be brought over, either out of Fear or Mo-
defty ; and they being thus gained, all of them
mz;»tﬁlfent to the Bench to give Sentence bold-
- ly, as the King would have it: For fair Pre- |
tences will never be wanting when Sentence i1s
to be given in the Prince’s Favour : It will
either be faid, that Equity lies of his Side, or .
fome Words in the Law will be found founding
that way, or fome forced Senfe will be put on |
them; and when all other Things fail, the
King’s undoubted Prerogative will be pretended,
as that which is above all Law ; and to which
a religious Judge ought to have a fpecial Re-
gard. ‘Thusall confent to that Maxim of Craf- |
fus, that a Prince cannot have T'reafure enough,
fince he muft maintain his Armies out of it:
That a King, even though he would, can do
nothing unjuitly ; that all Property is in him,
not

s rega— — Rd T
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not excepting the very Perfons of his Subjects:
And that no Man has any other Property, but
that which the King out of his GGoodnefs thinks
- fit to Jeave him : And they think it is the Prince’s
Intereft, that there be as little of this left as
may be, as if it were his Advantage that his
People fhould have neither Riches nor Liberty ;
fince thefe T hingsmake them lefs eafy and tame to
a cruel and unjuft Government ; wheréas Ne-
ceffity and Poverty blunts them, makes them
patient, and beats them down, and breaks that
Height of Spirit, that might otherwife difpofe
them to rebel. Now what if after all thefe:
Propofitions were made, I fhould rife up and.
aflert, that fuch Councils were both unbecoms-
ing a King, and mifchievous to him: And that
not only his Honour but his Safety confifted more
in his People’s Wealth, than in hisown; if 1
{hould fhew, that they choofe a King for their
own Sake, and not for his ; that by his Care:
and Endeavours they. may be both eafy and fafe 3
and that therefore a Prince ought to take more
Care of his People’s Happinefs, than of his own,,
as z Shepherd is to take more Care of his Flock
than of himfelf, It is alfo certain, that they are.
much miftaken, that think the Poverty of a Na-
tion is a Means of the publick Safety: Who-
quarrel more than Beggars do ! who does more
carneftly long for a Change, than he that is.
uneafy in his prefent Circumfitances? And who-
run in to create Confulions with fo defperate a
Boldnefs, as thofe who having nothing to lofe, hope
- togain by them ? If a King fhould fall under
fo much Contempt or Envy, that he could not
keep his Subjeds in their Duty, but by Oppref-
fon and ill Ufage, and by impoverifhing them,
it were certainly better for him to quit his.

Cs Kingdom,.
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Kingdom, than to retain it by fuch Methods, !
by which though he keeps the Name of Autho-
rity, yet he lofes the Majefty due to it. Nor is
it fo becoming the Dignity of a King to reign
over Beggars, as to reign over rich and happy
Subjefts.  And therefore Fabritius, that was a
Man of a noble and exalted Temper, - faid, he
would rather governrich Men, than be rich him-
felf ; and for one Man to abound in Wealth
and Pleafure, when all about him are mourning
and groaning, isto be a Goaler and nota King:
He 1s an unskilful Phyfician, that cannot cure a
Difeafe, but by cafting his Patient into another;
So he that can find no other Way for correcting
the Errors of his People, but by taking from
them the Conveniences of Life, fhews that he
knows not what it 1s to govern a free Nation,
He himfelf ought rather to fhake off his Sloth,
or to lay down his Pride ; for the Contempt or
Hatred that his People bhave for him, takes its
Rife from the Vices in himfelf, Let him live .
upon what belongs to himfelf, without wrong- |
ing others, and accommodate his Expence to his
Revenue, Let him punith Crimes, and by his |
wife Conduct let him endeavour to prevent them,
vather than be fevere when he has fuffered :
them to betoo common: Let him not rathly |
revive Laws that are abrogated by difufe, efpeci-
ally if they have been long forgotten, and never
wanted. And let him never take any Penalty |
for the Breach ofthem, to which a Judge would |
not give way in a private Man, but would look
on him as a crafty and unjuft Perfon for pre-
tending to it. To thefe T'hings I would add,
that Law among the Macarians, that lie not far
from Utopia, by which their King, in the Day
on which he begins to reign, i tied by an Oath

- confirmed
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confirmed by folemn Sacrifices, never to have at
once above a thoufand Pounds of Gold in his
*['reafures, or fo much Silver as 1s equal to that
in Value. This Law, asthey fay, was made
by an excellent King, who had more Regard to-
the Riches of his Country, than to his own
Wealth ; and fo provided againit the heaping up
of fo much Treafure, as might impoverifh the
People : He thought that moderate Sum might:
be fufficient for any Accident; 1f either the King
had oceafion for it againft’ Rebels, or the King-
dom againft the Invafion of an. Enemy, but that:
it was not enough to encourage a Prince to in-
vade other Men’s'Rights, which was the chief
Caufe of his making that Law. He alfo.
thouzht, that it was a good Provifion for a free
Circulation of Money, that 1s neceflary for the
Courfe 6f Commerce and Exchange: And when.
a2 King. muft diftribute all thef%e extraordinary
Acceffions that increafe ‘T'reafure beyond the due
Pitch, it makes him lefs difpofed to opprels his
Subje@s, Such a King as this is, will be the
Terror of il Men, and will'be beloved of all
good Men.,

If, Ifay, I fhould talk of thefe or f{uch like.
Things, toMen that had taken their Biafs ano-
ther Way, how deaf would they be toitall?
No Doubt, very deaf, anfwered I'; and no Won-- -
der, for one is never to offer at Propofitions orx
Advices, that he 1s certain will not be enter-
tained. Difcourfes fo much out of the Road
could nov avail any Thing, nor have any Effet
on Men, whofe Minds were prepoflefied with
different Sentiments, This philofophical way of
speculation, is not unpleafant among Friends in
a free Converfation ; but there is no Room for

it in the Couzts of Princes, where great” Aftairs
LS
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are carried on by Authority, That is what].

was faying, replied he, that there is no room for
Philofophy in the Courts of Princes. Yes, there

is, faid I, but not for this fpeculative Philofophy,
that makes every Thing to bealike fitting at all
Times: But there is another Philofophy that is

more pliable, that knows its proper Scene, and
accommodates 1t felf to 1t; and that teachesa

Man to act that Part which has fallen to his
Share, fitly and decently. If when one of Plau-
#us’s Comedies is upon the Stage, and a Com-
pany of Servants are acling their Parts, you
thould come out inthe (arb of a Philofopher,
and repeat out of Offavia, a Difcourfe of Sene-
¢a’s to Nero, had 1t not been better for you to
have faid nothing, than by mixing Things of
fuch difterent Natures, to have made fuch an
impertinent T ragi-Comedy ? For you fpoil and
corrupt the Play thatisin Hand, when you mix
with it Things difagreeing to it, even though
they were better than it i1s : "Therefore go
¢hrough with the Play that is acting the beft you
can 3 and do not confound it, becaufe another
that 'is pleafanter comesinto your Thoughts. It
35 even fo in a Common-Wealth, and in the
Councils of Princes; if il Opinions cannot be
quite rooted out; and if you cannot cure fome
received Vices according to your Wifhes, you
muft not therefore abandon the Common-
‘Wealth 3 or forfake the Ship in a Storm, becaufe
you cannot command the Winds ; nor ought
you to affault People with Difcourfes that are
out of their Road, when you fee their Notions
are fuch that you can make no Impreflion on
them : . But you ought to caft about, and as far
as you can to manage Things dexteroufly, that
fo if you cannot make Matters go well, they

may

el
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may be as little ill as is poffible 5 for except all

Men were good, all Things cannot go well
which I do not hope to fee in a great while. By

this, anfwered he, all that I fhall do fhall be to

preferve my felf from being mad, while I endea-
vour to cure the Madnefs of other People : For
if T will fpeak Truth, I muft fay fuch Things
as I was formerly faying ; and for lying, whe-
ther a Philofopher can do it or nét, 1 cannot tell;
I am fure I cannot do it. But though thefe Dif-
courfes may be uneafy and ungrateful to them,
1 do not fee why they fhould feem foolifh or ex-
travagant: Indeed if Ifhould either propole fuch
Things as Plato has contrived in his Common-
Wealth, or as the Urgpians pratife in theirs,
though they might feem better, as certainly they
are, yet they are fo quite different from our
Eftablifhment, which is founded on Property,
there being no fuch Thing among them, that I
could not expedt that it fhould have any Effe&t
on them : But fuch Difcourfes as mine, that
only call paft Evils to mind, and give Warning
of what may follow, have nothing in them that
is fo abfurd, that they may not be ufed at any
Time; for they can only be unpleafant to thofe
who are refolved to run headlong the contrary
Way: Andif we muft let alone every Thing
as abfurd or extravagant, which by Reafon of the
wicked Lives of many, may feem uncouth, we
muft, even among Chriftians, give over prefling
the greateft Pait of thofe ‘T'hings that Chrift hath
taught us 1 Though he has commanded us not
to conceal them, but to proclaim on the Houfe-
tops that which he taught in fecret, The great-
eft Parts of his Precepts are more difagreeing to
the Lives of the Men of this Age, than any

Part of my Difcourfe has been:  But the Preach-
€rs
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ers feem to have learn’d that Craft to which

you advife me ; for they cbferving that the

World would not: willingly fute their Lives to
the Rules that Chnift has given, have fitted his
Doltrine, as if it had been a leaden Rule, to
their Lives ; that {fo fome Way or other they
might agree with one another. But I fee no
other Efteft of this Compliance, except it be
that Men become more fecure in their Wicked-
nefs by it, And this is all the Succefs that I
can have in a Court; for I muft always differ
from the reft, and then I will fignify nothing;

or if I'agree with them, then Iwill only help for-
ward their Madnefs, I do not comprehend what
you mean by your cafting about, or by the bend-
ing and handling "Lhings fo dexterouﬂy, that if
they go. not: well they may go as little 1ll as may
be: For.in Courts they will not bear with 2
Man’s holding his Peace, or connivitg at them

A Man muft bare-facedly approve of the worft
Councils, and confent to the blackeft Defigns:

So that one would pafs for a Spy, or poffibly for

a ‘Traytor, that did but coldly approve of {uch
wicked Practices-: And when a Man is en-
gaged m. fuch a Soctety, he-will be fo far from
being able to mend Matters by his cafting about,
as you call it, that he will find ne Occafions of
doing any good The ill Company will {ooner
corrupt hirh, than be the better for him: Or if
notwithftanding all their ill Company, he re-
mains ftill entire and innocent, yet their Follies
and Knavery will be. imputed to him ; and by
mixing Councils with them, he muit bear his
Share of all the Blame that belongs wholly to

others.
It .was no 111 Simile, by which Plato fet forth

the Unreafonablenefs of a Philofopher’s. meddling
w.lth

;
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with Government: If one, fays he, fhall fee a
great Company run out into the Rain every Day,
and delight to be wet in it 3 and if he knows that
it will be to no purpofe for himto goand perfuade
" them to come 1into their Houfes, and avoid the
Rain ; fo that all that can be expelted from his
going to fpeak to them, will be, that he fhall be
wet with them ; when it is fo, he does beft to keep
within Doors, and preferve himfelf, {ince he can-
not prevail enough to correct other People’s Folly.

Tho’ to fpeak plainly what is my Heart, I muit
freely own to you, that as long as there is any
Property, and while Money is the Standard of all
other Things, I cannot think that a Nation can
be governed either - juftly or happily : Not juftly,
becaufe the beft Things will fall to the Share
of the worft of Men: Nor happily, becaufe
all Things will be divided among a few, {and
even thefe are not in all refpects happy) the
reft being left to be abfolutely miferable. There-
fore when I refle€t on the wife and good Conftitu-
tions of the Ulgprans, among whom all things
are fo well governed, and with fo few Laws;
and among whom as Virtue hath its due Reward,
yet there is fuch an equality, that every Man lives
in plenty ; and when 1 compare with them {o many
other Nations that are ftill making new Laws,
and vet can never bring their Conftitution to a
right Regulation, among whom tho’ every one
has his Property ; yetall the Laws that they can
invent, cannot prevail {o far, that Men can either
obtain or preferve it, or be certainly able to di-
{tinguith what is their own, from what is ano-
ther Man’s; of which the many Law-Suits that
every Day break out, and depend without any
End, givetoo plain a Demonftration: When, I

{ay. I ballance all thefe things in my Thoughts,
. I grow
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I grow more favourable to Plats, and do not |

wonder that he refolved, not to make any Laws

for fuch as would not fubmit to a Community of -

all Things: For fo wife a Man as he was, could
not but forefee that the fetting all upon the Level,
was the only way to make a Natioa happy;
which cannot be obtained fo long as there is
Property : For when every Man draws to himfelf
all that he can compafs, by one Title or another,
1t muft needs follow, that how plentiful foever a
Nation may be, yet a few dividing the Wealth
of it among themfelves, the reft muft fall under
Poverty. So that there will ‘be two Sorts of Peo-
ple among them, that deferve that their For-

tunes fhould. be interchanged ; the former being
ufelefs, but wicked and ravenous; and the latter,
who by their conftant Induftry ferve the Publick .

more than themfelves, being fincere and modeft

Men, From whence I am perfuaded, that til

Property is taken away, there can be no equitable
or juft Diftribution made of Things, nor can the
World be happily governed: for as long as that

Is maintained, the greateft and the far beft Part

of Mankind, will be ftill opprefled with a Load of |
Caresand Anxieties. I confefs, without the tak-

g of it quite away, thofe Preflures that lieon a
great Part of Mankind, may be made lighter;

but they can never be quite removed. For if
Laws were made, determining at how great an
extent in Soil, and at how much Money every
Man muft flop, and limitting the Prince that he
may not grow too great, and reftraining the Peo-
ple that they. may not become too infolent, and that
none might factioufly afpire to publick Employ-
ments ; and that they might neither be fold, nor
made burthenfome by a great Expence; fince

otherwife thofe that ferve in them, will be
- tempted
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tempted to reimburfe themfelves by Cheats and
Violence, and it will become neceflary to find out
rich Men for undergoing thofe Employments for
which wife Men ought rather to be fought out ;
thefe Laws, I fay, may have fuch Effelts, as good
Diet and Care may have on a fick Man, whofe
recovery isdefperate: They may allay and miti-
gate the Difeafe, but it can never be quite healed,
nor the Body Politick be brought again to a good
Habit, as long as Property remains ; and it will
fall out as in a Complication of Difeafes, thatby
applying a Remedy to one Sore, you will provoke
another; and that which removes the one ill
Symptom produces others, while the firength-
ning one Part of the Body weakens the Reft.
On the contrary, anfwered I, it feemsto me that
Men cannot live conveniently, where all things
are common: How can there be any Plenty,
where every Man will excufe himfelf from La-
bour ! For asthe Hope of Gain doth not excite
him, fo the Confidence that he has in other Men’s
Induftry, may make him flothful : And if People
come to be pinched with Want, and yet cannot
difpofe of any Thing as their own ; what can
follow upon this, but perpetual Sedition and Blood-
fhed, efpecially when the Reverence and Autho-
rity due to Magiftrates falls to the Ground ¢ For I
cannot imagine how that can be kept up among
thofe that are in all ‘T'hings equal to one another.
I do not wonder, faid he, that it appears fo to
you, {ince you have no Notion, or at leaft no
right one, of fuch a Conftitution: But if you
had been in Utepra with me, and had feen their
Laws and Rules as I did, for the Space of five
Years, in which I lived among them ; and dur-
ing which time I was fo delighted with them, that
indeed I would never bhave left them, if it had

not
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not been to make the Difcovery of that new
World to the Europeans ; you would then con.
fefs that you had never feen a People fo well
conftituted as they are. You will not eafily
perfuade me, faid Peter, that any Nation in that
new World is better governéd than thofe among
-us are. Foras our Underftandings are not worle
‘than theirs, fo our Government, if I miftake not,
being antienter, a long Practice has helped us to
find out many Convenienciesof Life: And fome
happy Chances have difcovered other Things to
us, which no Man’s Undeérftanding could ever
‘have invented. As.for the Antiquity, either of
their Government, or of ours, faid he, you. can-
Mot . pafs a true Judgmentof it, unlefs you had
read their Hiftories ; for if they are to be believed,
they had Towns among them, before thefe Parts
were fo much as inhabited: And as for thele.
Difcoveries, that have been either hit on by
Chance, or made by ingenious Men, thefe might
have happened there as well as here. I do not deny
but we are more ingenious than they are, but
they exceed us much in Induftry and Application: |
'They knew little concerning us, before our Ar-
rival among them ; - they call us all by a general -
Name of the Nations that lie beyond the Equi- :
noétial Line; for their Chronicle mentions a
Shipwrack that was made on their Coait 1200
Years ago; and that fome Romans and Egypt:-
ans that were. in the Ship,- getting fafe a Shore,
{pent the reft-of their Days amongit them ; and
fuch was their Ingenuity, that from this fingle
Opportunity, they drew the Advantage of Learn-
ing from thofe unlook’d for Guefts, all the ufeful
Arts that were then among the Romans, which
thofe Shipwrack’d Men knew : And by the Hints

that they gave them, they themfelves found out
even

- —r—— i W T — ——
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_even {ome of thofe Arts which they could not fully
explain to them; fo happly did they improve
that Accident, of having fome of our People caft
upon their Shore : But if any fuch Accident have
at-any Fime brought any from- thetice ‘into Eu-
rope, we have been fo far from improving it, that
we do not fo much as remember it; as in after
Times perhaps it will be forgot by our People that
I was ‘ever there. For though they from one
fuch Accident, made themfelves Mafters of all
the good Inventions that were among us ; yet I
believe it would be long before we would learn
or put in Praftice any of the good Inftitutions
that are among them : And this is the true Caufe
of their being better governed, and living happier
than we do, though we come not fhort of them
in Point of Underftanding, or outward Advan-
tages, Upon this I faid to him, I'do.earneftly beg
of you, that you would-defcribe that Ifland very
particularly tous. Be not too fhort in1t, but fet
out in Order all Things relating to their doll,
their Rivers, their. Towns, their People, their
Manners, Contftitution, Laws, and in a Word,
all that you imagine we defire toknow : And you
may well imagine that we defire to know every
Thing concerning: them, of which we are hi-
therto ignorant, I will do it very willingly,
faid he, for I have digefted the whole Matter
carefully ; but it will take up fome Time. Let
us go then, faid I, firft and dine, and then we
{hall have Leifure enough. Be it fo, faid he,
So we went in and dined, and after Dinner we
came back, and fat down in the fame Place. 1
ordered my. Servants to take Care that none
might come and interrupt us: And both Pezer

and I defired Raphael to be as good as his Word :
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So when he faw that we were very intent upon

it, he paufed a little to recollet himielf, and be-
gan 1n this manner.

The Second B O O K.

THE Ifland of Utspra, in the Middle of it

where it is broadeft, is two Hundred Miles

broad, and holds almoft at the fame Breadth over

a great Part of it; but it grows narrower towards

both Ends. Its figure is notunlike a Crefcent:

Between its Horns, the Sea comes in eleven

Miles broad, and fpreads it felf intoa great Bay,
which is .environed with Land to the Compafs of -
about five Hundred Miles, and is well {ecured
from Winds: There is no great Current in the
Bay, and the whole Coaft 15, as it were, onecon-
tinued Harbour, which gives all that live in the |
Ifland great Convenience for mutual Commerce: |
But the Entry into the Bay, what by Rockson |
one Hand, and Shallows on the other, 15 very |
dangerous, In the Middle of it there is one fingle |
Rock which appears above Water, and fo is not |
dangerous; on the Top of it there is a Tower !
built, in which a Garrifon is kept, The other ‘
Rocks lie under Water, and are very dangerous.
The Channel is known only to the Natives, fo
that if any Stranger fhould enter into the Bay,
without one of their Pilots, he would run a great
Danger of Shipwrack : For even they themfelves !
could not pafsit fafe, if fome Marks thatare on
their Coaft did not direft their Way ; and if thefe

thould be but a little thifted, any Fleet that might
come -againft them, how great foever it were,

would be certainly loft.  On the other Side of the
Ifland,
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- Tfland, there are likewife many Harbours; and
the Coaft is fo fortified, both by Natureand Art,
that a fmall Number of Men can hinder the De-
{centof a great Army. But they report (and there
remains goods Marks of it to make it credible)
that this was no Ifland at firft, butaPart of the
Continent. Utgpus that conquered 1t (whofe
Name it ftill carries, for Abraxa was its firfk
Name) and brought the rude and uncivilized
Inhabitants into fuch a good (Government, and
to that Meafure of Politenefs, that they do now
far excelall the reft of Mankind ; having foon

{ubdued them, he defigned to feparate them from
the Continent, and to bring the Sea quite about:

them, and in Order to that he made a deep Chan-
nel to be digged fifteen Mileslong: He not only
forced the Inhabitants to work at it, but like-
wife his own Soldiers, that the Natives might not
think he treated them like Slaves ; and having fet
vaft Numbers of Men to work, he brought it to
a fpeedy Conclufion beyond all Men’s Expetati-
ons: By this their Neighbours, who laughed at
the Folly of the Undertaking at firft, were ftruck

with Admuration and Terror, when they faw it
brought to PerfeCtion, Thereare Fifty-four Ci-
ties in the Ifland, all large and well built ; The
Manners, Cuftoms, and Laws of all their Cities
are the fame, and they are all contrived as near
in the fame Manner as the Ground on which they
ftand willallow: The neareft lie at leaft Twenty-
four Miles Diftance from one another, and the
moft remote are not fo far diftant, but that a
Man can go on Foot in one Day from it, to that
which lies next it. Every City fends three of
their wifeft Senators once a Year to Anaurot,
for confulting about their common Concerns; for
that is the chief Town of the Ifland, being fitu-

ated
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ated near the Center of it, {o that it is the motft
convenient Place for their Affemblies. Every
City has fo much Ground fet off for its Jurif- -
di¢tion, that there 1s twenty- Miles of Soil round
it, affigned to it: And where the Towns lie
wider, they have much more Ground: No
Town defires to enlarge their Bounds, for they
confider themfelves rathier as Tenants than Land-
lords of their Soil. They have built over all the
Country, Farm-houfes for Husbandmen, which
are well contrived, and are furnifhed with all
"T'hings neceflary for Country Labour, Inha-
bitants are fent by Turns from the Cities to dwell
in them; no Country Family has fewer than
forty Men and Women in it, befides two Slaves.
There isa Mafter and a Miftrefs fet over every
Family ; and over thirty Families there is 2 Ma-
giftrate fettled, Every Year twenty of this Family
come back to the Town, after they have ftayed
out two Years in the Country: And in their
Room there are other twenty {ent from the
Town, that they may learn Country Work,
from thofe that !:ve been already-one Year 1n
the Country, which they mufl teach thofe that
eome to them the next Year from the Town.
By this Means fuch as dwell in thefe Country
¥Farms, are never ignorant of Agriculture, and
fo commit no Errors in it, which might other-
wife be fatal to them, and bring them under a
Scarcity of Corn.  But though there is every Year
fuch a fhifting of the Husbandmen, that none
may be forced agamnft his Mind to follow that
hard Courfe of Life too long; yet many among
them take fuch Pleafure in it, that they defire
Leave to continue many Years in it.  Thefe
Husbandmen labour the Ground, breed Cattle,
hew Wood, and convey it to the Towns, ¢ither
by
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by Land or Water, as is moft convenient. They
breed an infinite Multitude of Chickens in a very
curious Manner : : Forthe Hens do not fit and
hatch them, but they lay vaft Numbers of Eggs
in a gentle andequal Heat, in which they are
hatched ; and they are no fooner out of the Shell, .
and able to ftir about, but they feem to confider
thofe that feed them as their Mothers, and follow
them as other Chickens do. the Hen that hatched
them. They breed very few Horfes, but thofe
they have, are fullof Mettle, and are kept on-
1y for exercifing their Youth in the Art of fit-
ting and riding them ; for they do not put themi
to any Work, either of Plowing or Carriage, 1n
which they employ Oxen ; for though Horfes are
ftronger, yet they find Oxen can hold out longer;
and as they are not fubje& to fo many Difeafes,
fo they are kept upona lefs Charge, and with lefs
Trouble: And when they are fo worn out,
that they are no more fit for Labour, they are
cood Meat atlaft. They fow no Corn, but that
which is to be their Bread ; for they drink either
Wine, Cider, or Perry, and often Water, fome-
times pure, and fornctimes boiled with Honey or
Liquorifth,withwhich they abound : and tho’ they
know exactly well howwmuch Corn will ferve every
Town, and all that Tra& of Country which be-
longs to 1t, yet they fow much more, and breed
- more Cattle than are ncceflary for their Con-
fumption :  And they give that Overplus of
which they make no Ufe to their Neighbours.
When they want any Thing in the Country
which it does not produce, they fetch that from
the Town, without carrying any Thing in Ex-~
change for it: And the Magiftrates of the Town
take Care to fee it given them : For they meet
- generally in the Town once 2 Month, upon a

Feftival-
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Feftival Day, When the Time of Harveft
comes, the Magiftrates in the Country fend to
thofe in the Towns, and let them know how
many Hands they will need for reaping the Har-
velt ; and the Number they call for being fen
to them, they commonly difpatch it all inone

Day.

'.Of their Towns, particularly of Amaurot,

E that knows one of their Towns, knows
them all, they are fo like one another, ex-

cept where the Situation makes fome difference.
I 1hall therefore defcribe one of them, and. it is
no Matter which ; but none is {o proper as
Amaurot :  For as none is more eminent, all
the reft yielding in Precedence to this, becaufe it!
is the Seat of their fupream Council ; fo there was
none of them better known to me, 1 having lived

five Yearsaltogether in it.
It lies upon the Side of a Hill, or rather-ar-

fing Ground: Its Figure is almoft Square, for
from the one Side of it, which fhoots up almoft to
the Top of the Hill, it runsdown in a Defcent
for two Miles to the River Anider; but it i1s 2
little broader -the other Way that runs along by
the Bank of that River. The Anider rifes about

eighty Miles above Amaurot, in a fmall Spring at|

firft ; but other Brooks falling into it, of which
two are more confiderable : As it runs by Amau-
rof,y it is grown half a Mile broad, but it fil

—

grows larger and larger, till after fixty Miles
Courfe below it, itis buried in the Ocean. be-
tween the Town and'the Sea, and for fome Miles

above the Town, it ebbs and flows every i
Hours,
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Hours, with a ftrong Current, 'The Tide
comes up for about thirty Miles fo full, that
there is nothing but Salt-water i the River, the
frefh Water being driven back with its Forces
and above that, for fome Miles, the Water is
brackifh, but a little higher, as 1t runs by the
Town, it is quite frefh; and when the Tide
ebbs, it continues frefh all along to the Sea. There
is a Bridge caft over the River, not of ‘Timber,
but of fair Stone, confifting of many fiately
Arches; 1t lies at that Part of the Town which
is fartheft from the Sea, fo that Ships withoutany
Hindrance lie all along the Side of the Town,
There is likewile another River that runs by 1t
which though itis not great, yet it runs plealant-
ly, for it rifes out of the {fame Hill on which
. the Town {tands, and fo runs down through it,
and falls into the Auider. 'T'he Inhabitants have
fortified the Fountain-head of this River, which
{fprings a little without the Towns; that o if
they fhould happen to be befieged, the Enemy
migit not be able to ftop or divert the Courfe of
the Water, nor poifon 1t ; from thence it 1s car-
ried in earthen Pipesto the lower dtreets:  And
for thofe Places of the Town to which the Wa-
ter of that fmall River cannot be conveved,
they have great Cifterns for receiving the Rain-
water, which fupplies the Want of the other.
The Town is compafled with a high and thick
Wall, in whick there are many Towers and
Forts ; there is alfo a broad and deep dry Dieen,
fet thick with Thorns, caft round three Sidesef
the Town, and the River is mitead or o Ditch
on the fourth Side. 'T'he Streets are made very
convenient for all Carriage, and are well fhel-
tred {rom the Winds. Their Buildings are good,
and are fo uniform, that 2 whele Side of a Street

D loois
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Jooks like one Houfe. The Streets are twenty
Foot broad; there lie (Gardens behind all ther

Houfes ; thefe are large, bit enclofed with Build-

ings, that on all Hands face the Streets; fo that
every Houfe has both a Door to the Street, an

back Door to the Garden: Thew Doors have
all two Leaves, which as they are ealily openci,
{o they fhut of their own Accord ; and there being
no Property amoeng them, every Man may fre&‘y
enter into any Houfe whaticever. Atevery te
Years end, they fhiit their Houfes by Lots. They
cultivate the:r Gardens with great Care, fo thul
they have both Vines, Iruits, Herbs, and Flower
in them ; andallisfo well ordered, and fo finely
“kept, that T never fav Gardens s any where that
were both fo fruitful and fo heautiful as theirs are,
And this Humour of ordering their Gardens fo
well, is not oniy kept up by the Pleafure they
find In 1, but aifo by an Emulation between
the Inhabitants of the feveral Streets, who vi
with one another in this Matter 3 and there &
indeed nothing belonging to the whole Town,
that is both more ufeful, and more pleafant. So
that he who founded the Town, feems to have
taken Care of nothing more than of their Gardens;
for they fay, the whole Scheme of the Town wis
defigned at irft by Utgpus, but he leftall that be-
lonoed to the Omamant and Improvement of t,
to be added by thofe that fhould come after him,
that being too much for one Man to bring to
PerfeGtion.,  Their Records, that contain the
Hiftory of their Town and State, are preferved
with an exa& Care, and run backwards 1760
Years. From thefe it appears, that their Houles
were at fift low and mean, like Cottages, made
of any Sort of Timber, and were built with Mud
Walls, aid zoach’d with Straw:  But nOW Lt
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Houfes are three Stories high, the Fronts of
them are faced either with Stone, Plaiftering, or
» Brick ; and between the Facings of their Walls,
“they throw in their Rubbifh ; their Roofs are
‘flat, and on them they lay a Sort of Plaifter.

which cofts very little, and yet s {o tem-

pered, that it is notapt to take Fire, fo it re-
fifts the Weather more than Lead does. They
have abundance of Glafs among them, with
.which they glaze their Windows: They ufe
alfo in their Windows, a thin Linen Cloth, that
‘15 {o oiled or gummed, that by that Mcans it both
lets in the Light more freely to them, and keeps
out the Wind the better.

Of their Magiftrates.
‘THirty Families choofe every Year a Magi-

ftrate, who was called anciently the
Syphogrant, but is called the Philarch: and over
every ten Syphogrants with the Families fubjeét to
them, there isanother Magiitrate,who was ancient-
ly called the Tranibore, but of late the Archphilaich,
All the Syphogrants, who are in Number 200,
- choofe the Prince out of a Lift of four, whom the
People of the four Diviltons of the City Name to
them , but they take an Oath before they pro-
ceed to an Eleftion, that they wiil cheofe him
whom they think mecteft for the Office : They
. give their Voices fecretly, fo that itis notknown
<. for whom every One gives bis Suftrage. "The
| Yrince is for Life, unlels he 1s removed upon {u:f-
2 picion of {ome Defign to enflave the People.
. The Tranibors are new chofen every Year, but
g yet they are for the moft Part {iill continued :
i

D2 All
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All their other Magiltrates are only Annual. The
Tranihors meet every third Day, and oftner if
need be, and confult with the Prince, either con-
cerning the Affairs of the State in General, o
fuch private Differences as may arife fometime;
among the People ; tho’ that falls out but Sel-
dom. There are always two Syphogrants called
into the Council-Chamber, and thefe are changed
gvery Day. It 1s a fundamental Rule of thei
Government, that no Conclufion can be made
in any Thing that relates to the Publick, till it
has been firft debated three feveral Days in then
Council. It is Death for any to meet and con-
fult concerning the State, unlefs it be either in their

J

ordinary Council, or in the Aflembly of the whole:

Body of the People.
 Thefe Things have been fo provided among

“them, that the Prince and the Tranibors may|
not confpire together to change the Government, |

and enflave the People ; and thercfore when any
Thing of great Importance is feton Koot, 1t i
fent to the Syphogranis; who after they have
communicated 1t with the Families that belong to
their Divilions, - and have confidered it among
themfelves, make Report to the Senate; and
upon great Occalions, the Matter is referred to
the Council of the whole Ifland. One Rule ob-
ferved in their Council, f1s; never to debate a
Thing on the fame Day in which it is firft pro-
pofed ; for that is always referred to the next
Meeting, that fo Men may not rafhly, and in
the Heat of Difcourfe, engage themielves too
foon, which may biafs them fo much, that in-
{tead of confidering the Good of ‘the Publick,
they will rather ftudy to maintain their own
Notions ; and by a perverfe and prepofterous Sort

of Shame, hazard their Country, rather than en-

danger
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danger their own Reputation, or venture the be-
ing fufpeted. to have wanted Torclight in the
Expedients that they propofed at firft. And there-
fore to prevent this, they take Care that they
may rather be deliberate, than {udden in thetr
Motions.

Of their Trades, and Manuner of Life,

‘A Griculture is that which is {o univerfally un-
derftood among them all, that no Perfon,
either Man or Woman, is ignorant of it; from
 their Childhood they are inftrufted in it, partly
by what they learn at School, and partly by
Praftice, they being led out often into the Fields,
about the Town, where they not only {ee others
at Work, butare likewife exercifed in 1t them-
{elves, Befides Agriculture, which isfo com-
mon to them all, every Man has forne peculiar
Trade to which he applies himfelf, fuch as the
Manufadture of Woeol, or Flax, Mafonry,
Smiths Work, or Carpenters Work ; for there
is no other Sort of Trade that isin great Eftcem
among them, All the Ifland over, they wear
the fame Sort of Clothes without any other
DiftinGtion, except that which is neceflary for
marking the Difference between the two Sexes,
and the married and unmarnied. The Fafhion
never alters; andasit is not ungrateful nor un-
- eafy, foitis fitted for their Climate, and calcu-
lated both for their Summers and Winters, Eve-
ry Family makes their own Clothes; but all
among them, Women as well as Men, learn one
or other of the Trades formerly mentioned. Wo-
men, for-the moft Part, deal in Wool and Flax,
D 3 which
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which fute better with their Feeblenefs, leaving
the other rude Trades to the Men. Generally
the fame I'rade pafles down from Iather to Son,
Inclinations often following Defcent:  But if any
Man’s Genius lies another Way, he is by Adop-
tion tranflated into a Family that deals in the
Trade to which he is inclined: And when that
is to be done, Care istaken not only by his Fa-
ther, but by the Magiftrate, that he may be
put to a difcreet and good Man. And if after a
Man has learned one Trade, he defires to ac-
quire another, that is alfo allowed, and- is ma-

naged in the fame manner as the former. When
he has learn’d both, he follows that which he]

likes beft, unlefs the Publick has more occafion
for the other.

The chief, and almoft the only Bulinefs of the

Syphegrants, is to take Care that no Man may
live idle, but that every one may follow hi
Trade diligently: Yet they do not wear them-
{elves out with perpetual Toil, from Morning to
Night, asif they were Beafts of Burden, which

as 1t is indeed a heavy Slavery, fo it is the common

——

Courfe of Life of all Tradefmen every where, }

except among the Utspians :  But they dividing
the Day and Night into twenty-four Hours, ap-
point fix of thefe for Work, three of them are
before Dinner ; and after that they dine, and
interrupt their Labour for two Hours, and then
they go to work again for other three Hours;
and after that they fup, and at eight a Clock,
counting from Noon, they go to Bed and {leep

eicht Hours: And for their other Hours, be-
fides thofe of Work, - and thofe that go for

eating and fleeping, they are left to every
Man’s Difcretion ; yet they are not to abufe that
Interval to Luxury and ldlenefs, but muft em-
| ploy
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ploy it in fome proper Exercife according to their
various 1nclinations, which is for the moft Part
‘Reading. It is ordinary to have publick Tec~
. D . )

tures every Morning before Day-break ; towhich
none are obliged to go, but thofe who are mark’d
out for Literature ; yet a great many, both Men

and Women of all Ranks, go to hear Leltures
of one Sort or another, according to the Variety
of their Inclinations. But if others, that are not
made for Contemplation, choofe rather to im-
ploy themfelves at that Time n their Trade, as
many of them do, they are not hindered, but
are commended rather, as Men that take Care to
ferve their Country,  After Supper, they  {pend
an Hour infome Diverfion @ In Summer it 15
in their Gardens, and in Winter it is in the
Halls where they eat; and they cntertain them-
felves inthem, either with Muflick or Difcouife,
They do not fo much as kpow iice, or fuch-
like foolifh and miichicvous 2ames:  They hav

2
two Sorts of (Games not uniiic our Chels; the
3

one is between feveral Mumiers, by which one
Number, as it were, confumes anstitzr ;. "The
other refembles a Battle vetween the Viees and.
the Virtues, in which the Enmuy in the Vices
among themficlves, and their Agreement aoaindt
Virtue is not unpleafantly reprefented 5 together-
with the fpecial Oppotitions betveen the parti-
ccular Virtues and Vices ; a5 alfo the Methods
by which Vice does either openly afiaulty or fe-
cretly undermine Virtue ; and Virtue on the
- other Hand refifts it; and the Means by which
either Side obtains the Victory, But this Matter
of the Time {ct oft for Labour, isto be narrow-
- ly examined, otherwife you may perhaps ima-
- gine, that fince there are only fix Hours appoint-
ed for W ork,. they may fall under a Scarcity of-
D4 necetiary
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neceflary Provifions. But itisfo far from beiny
true, that this Time 15 not {ufficient for fupplyins
them witha Plenty of all Things, that are either
neceflary or convenient-; that it is rather tog
much ; and this you will eafily apprehend, if-
you confider how great a Part of all other Nu. .
tions is quite idle. Firft, Women generally do
little, who are the half of Mankind ; and if fome
few Women are diligent, their Husbands are
idle 1 Then confider the great Company of idle.
Priefts, and of thofe that are called religious
Men; add to thefe all rich Men, chiefly thofz
that have Eftates in Lands, who are called No-
blemen and Gentlemen; together with their Fa-:
milies, made up of idle Perfons, that do nothing !
but go {waggering about: Reckon in with thefe, |
all thofe ftrong and lufty Beggars, that go about
pretending fome Difeafe, in Excufe for their Beg-
ging ; and upon the whole Account you will
find, that the Number of thofe by whofe Labours
Mankind is fupplied, is much lefs than you did
perhaps imagine : Then confider how few of
thofe that work, are imployed in Labours that
Men do really need : For we who meafure all
'Things by Money, give QOccafions to many
‘Trades that are both vain and fuperfluous, and
that ferve only to fupport Riot and Luxury. For
it thofe who are at Work, were imployed only in
fuch T hings as the Conveniencies of Life require,
there would be fuch an Abundance of them, and
by that Means the Prices of them would fo fink,
that T'radefmen could not be maintained by their
Gsains ; if all thofe who labour about ufelefs
I"hings, were fet to more profitable T'rades ; and
if all that Number that languifhes out their Life
in Sloth and Idlenefs, of whom every one con-

fumes as much as any two of the Men that are
at
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nt Work do, were forced to labour, you may
cafily imagine that a {mall Proportion of Time
would ferve for doing all that 1s either neceffary,
profitable, or pleafant to Mankind, Pleafure be-
ing ftill kept within its due Bounds: Which ap-
pears very plainly in Utopia, for there, 1n a great
City, and in all the Territory thatlics round it,
you can fcare find five hundred, either Men or
Women, that by their Age and Strength, are
capable of Labour, that are not engaged In it ;
even the Syphogranis themielves, though the Law
excufes them, yet do not excufe themfelves, that
{fo by their Examples they may excite the In-
duftry of the reft of the People; the like Ex- .
emption is allowed to thofe, who being recom-
mended to the People by the Priefts, are by the
fecret Suffrages of the Syphogrants, privileged
from Labour, that they may apply themfelves
wholly to Study ; and if any of thefe fall thort of
thofe Hopes that he feemed to sive at firft, heis
obliged to go to Work, And fometimes a Me-
chanick, that does foimploy his Leifure Hours,
that he makes a confiderable Advancement in
Learning, is eafed from beinga Tracefman, and
ranked among their learnied Men., Out of thefe
they choofe their Ambafladors, their Priefts, their
Tranibers, and the Prince himfelf; who was an-
tiently called their Barzenes, but is called of late
their Ademus

And thus from the great Numbers among
them, that are neither fuftered to be idle, nor to
- be imployed in any fruitlefs Labour ; you may
eafilly make the Eftimate, how much good
Work may be done in thofe few Hoursin which
* they are obliged to labour. But befides all that
has been already faid, this is to be confidered,
that thofe needful Arts which are among them,
are managed with lefs Labour than any where

D 5 clfe.
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elfe. 'The Building, orthe repairingof Houfes
among us, employ many Hands, becaufe often
a thrftlefs. Heir {uffers a Houfe that his Father
built, to fall into decay, fo that his Succeflor
muft, at a great coft, repair that which he
might have kept up with a {mall Charge: And
often 1t falls out, that the fame Houfe which
one built at a vaft Expence, is neglefted by ano-
~ ther, that thinks he has a more delicate Senfe of
fuch Things; and he fuffering it to fall to ruin,
builds another at nolefs Charge. Butamong the
Utaprans, all Thingsare fo regulated, that Men
do very feldom build upon any new Piece of
Ground ; and they are not only very quick in
repairing their Houfes, but thew their Forefight
in preventing their Decay :  So that their Build-
ings are . preferved very long, with very little
Labour: And thus the Craftimen to whom that
Care belongs, are often without any Imployment,
except 1t be the hewing of Timber, and the
{quaring of Stones, that fo the Materials may
be in Readinefs for raifing a Building very fudden-
ly, when there 1s any Qccafion for it. As for
their Cloaths, obferve how little Work goes for
them : While they are at Labour, they are
cloathed with Leather and Skins, caft carelefly
about them, which will laft feven Years; and
when they appear in Publick, they put onan up-
per Garment, which hides the other: And thefe
are all of one Colour, and that is the natural
Colour of the Wool: And as they need lefs
woollen Cloth than is ufed any. where elfe, fo
that which they do need, is much lefs coftly.
They ufe Linen Cloth more; but that is pre-
pared with lefs Labour, and they value Cloth

only by the Whitenefs of the Linen, or the
Cleannefs
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Cleannefs of the Wool, without much Regard
to-the Finenefs of the Thread ; and whereas
in other Places, four or five upper Garments
of woollen Cloth, and of different Colours, and
as many Vefts of Silk will fcarce ferve. one
Man; and. thofe that are nicer, think ten too
few ; every Man there is contented. with one
which very oft ferves him two Years, Nor
is there any Thing that can tempt a Man
to defire more ; for if he had them, he would
neither be the warmer, nor would he make
one Jot the better Appearance for it, And
thus fince they are all imployed n fome ufeful
Labour ; and fince they content themfelves
with fewer T hings, it falls out that there is a
oreat Abundance of all Things among them ;.
So - that- often,. for want of other Work, if
there-is any need of mending their High Ways
at any Time, you will fee marvellous Nums-.
bers of People brought out to work at them ;.
and when there is no Occafion of any pub-
lick Work, the Hours of working are leflened”
by publick Proclamation; for the Magiftrates
do not-engage the People into any needlefs’
Labour, fince- by their Conftitution they aim
chicfly at this, that except In fo far as pub- .
lick neceffity requires it, all the People may have
23 much free Time for themfelves as may be..
neceffary for the Improvement of their Minds,
for in this they think the Happinels of Life .

condifts:
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Of their Traffick.

BU T it is now time to explain to you the mu-
tual Intercourfe of this People, their Com-
merce, and the Rules by which all things are di-
ftributed among them. As their Citiesare com-
pofed of Families, {o their Familiesare made up of
thofe that are nearly related to one another.
T'heir Women, when they grow up, are marri-

ed out; but all the Males, both Children and
. Grandchildren, live fhil in the fame Houfe, in
great Obedience to their common Parent, unlefs
Age has weakened his Underftanding ; and inthat
Cafe he that isnext to him in Age, comesin his
Room. Butleft any City fhould become either
out of Meafure great, or fall undera difpeopling
by any Accident, provifion is made that none of
their Cities may have above fix thoufand Families
in it, befides thofe of the Country round it; and
that no Family may have lefs than ten, and more
than fixteen Perfons in it; but there can be no
determined Number for the Children under Age:
And this Rule is eafily obferved, by removing
fome of the Children of a more fruitful Couple,
to any other Family that does not abound fo much
in them. By the fame Rule, they fupply Cities
that do not encreafe fo faft, by othersthat breed
fafter: Andif there is any increafe over the whole
Ifland, then they draw out a Number of their Ci-
tizens out of the feveral Towns, and fend them
over to the Neighbouring Continent ; where, if
they find that the Inhabitants have more Soil than
they can well cultivate, they fix a Colony, tak-
ing in the Inhabitants to-their Society, if they

will
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will live with them ; and where they do that of
their own accord, they quickly go into their Me-
thod of Life, and to their Rules, and this proves
a Happinefs to both the Nations: Foraccording
to their Conftitution, fuch Care 1s taken of the
Soil, that it becomes fruitful enough for both,
tho’ it might be- otherwife too narrow and barren:
for any one of them, But if the Natives refufe
to conform themfelves to their Laws, they drive
them out of thofe Bounds which they mark out
for themfelves, and ufe Force if they refilt. For
they account it a very juflt Caufe of War, if a-

ny Nation will hinder others to come and poflefs
a Part of their Soil, of which they make no ufe,

but let it lie idle and uncultivated ; fince every
Man hasby the Law of Nature a Right tofuch
s wafte Portion of the Earth, as is neceffary for
his Subfiftence. If any Accident has fo leflened
the Number of the Inhabitants of any of their
Towns, that it cannot be made up from the
other Towns of the Ifland, without diminithing
them too much, which is faid to have fallen out
but twice, fince they were firft a"People, by two
Plagues that were among them ; then the Num--
ber is filled up, by recalling fo many out their
Colonies: for they will abandon their Colonies,
rather than fuffer any of their Towns to fink tos
low.

But to return to the Manner of their living
together ; the Ancienteft of every Family governs
it, as has been faid. Wivesferve their Husbands,
and Children their Parents, and always the
Younger ferves the Elder. Every City is divided
into four equal Parts, and in the Middle of every
Part there is a Market-place: That which is
brought thither manufactured by the feveral Fa-

mulies, 1s carried from thense to Houfs appoin;
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/ ed for-that. Purpofe, in which all things of a Sort

are laid by themfelves ; and every Father of a Fa-
mily goes thither, and takes whatloever he or his
Family ftand in need of, without either paying
for ity or laying in any thing in Pawn or Ex-
change for it. ‘There is no Reafon.for denying
any thing to any Perfon, {ince there is fuch Plen-
ty of every thing among'them : And there is no
Danger of. any Man’s asking more than he needs ;
for what fhould make any do that, fince they are
all fure that they will be always fupplied ? It is
the Iear of Want that makes any of the whole
Race of Animals,  either greedy or ravenous ; but
befides Fear, . there is in Man a vaft Pride, that
makes him fancy it 2 particular Glory for him to
excel others in Pomp and Excefs. But by the
Laws of the Utopians, . there is no Room for thefe
things among them. Near thefe Markets there
are alfo others for all Sorts of Victuals, where
there are not only Herbs, Fruits, and Bread, but
alfo Fifth, Fowl, and Cattle. T'here are alfo

- without their Towns, .Places appointed. near fome

running Water, for killing their Beafts, and for
wathing away their Filth; which is done by
their Slaves, for they fuffer none of their Citi-
zens to kill their Cattle, becaufe they think, that
Pity and good Nature, which are among the beft
of thofe Afteltions that are born with us, are

much impaired by the butchering of Animals:

Nor do they fufter any thing that is foul or un-
clean to be brought within their Towns, left the

Air fhould.be infeGted by ill Smells which might
prejudice their Health, Inevery Street there are
great Halls that lie at an equal Diftance from one
another, whichare marked by particular Names.

' The S}i{‘)bagrams dwell in thefe, that are fet over

amilies, fifteen lying on. one Side of it,.
and,

thirty

-
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and as many on theother, In thefe they do all
meet and eat. The Stewards of every one of
them come to the Market-place at an appoint-
ed Hour ; and according to the Number of thofe
that pelong to their Hall, they carry home.
Provifions. But they take more Care of their
Sick, than of any others, who are looked after
and lodg’d in publick Hofpitals: They have be-
longing to every Town four Hofpitals, that are
built without their Walls, and are fo large, that
they may pafs for little Towns: By this Means,
if they had ever fuch 2 Number of fick Perfons,
they could lodge them conveniently, and at fuch
a Diftance, that fuch of them as are {ick of infec- -
tious Difeafes, may be kept fo far from the_reft,
that there can be no Danger of Contagion, The
Hofpitals are fo furnifhed and ftored ~with all-
things that are convenient for the Eafe and Re-
covery of their Sick; and thofe that are put in .
them, are all looked after with {o tender and
watchful a Care, and are {o conftantly treated by
their skilful Phyficians; that as none is fent to
them againit their Will, {o there is fcarce one in .
a whole T'own, that if he fhould fall ill, would
not choofe rather to go thither, than lie fick at
Home. o

After the Steward of the Hofpitals has taken -
for them whatfozver the Phyfician does preferibe
at the Market-place, then the beft Things that
remain, are diftributed equally among the Halls,

~ 1n proportion to their Numbers, only, in the firft-

Place, they ferve the Prince, the Chief Prieft,
the Tranmibors and Ambaffadors, and Strangers,
(if there are any, which indeed falls out but fel~
dom, and for whom there are Houfes well fur-
nithed, - particularly appointed when they come
among them.) At the Hours of Dinner and Sup-,

PCIq
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per, the whole Syphogranty being called toce-
ther by Sound of Trumpet, meets and eats to;r;e-
ther, except only fuch as are in the Hofpitals, or
lie fick at Home. Yet after the Halls are ferved,
no Man is hindred to carry Provifions Homefrom
the Market-place; for they know that none does
that but for fome good Reafon ; for tho’ any that
will may eat at Home, yet none does it willing-
ly, finceit is both an indecent and foolifh T hing,
for any to give themfelves the Trouble to make
ready an ill Dinner at Home, when there is a
mich more plentiful one: made ready for him fo
near hand.  All the uneafy and fordid Services a-
bout thefe Halls, are performed by their Slaves;
but the drefling and cooking their Meat, and the
ordering their Tables; belongs only to the Wo-
men, which goes round all the Women of
every Family by FTurns. They fit at three or
more Tables, according to their Numbers; the
Men fit towardsthe Wall, and the Womeit {it on
the other Side, that if any of them fhould fall
fuddenly ill, which is ordinary to Women with
Child, the may, without difturbing the reft, rife
-and goto the Nurfes Room, who are there with the
fuekling Children ; where there is always Fire,
and clean Water at hand, and fome Cradles in
which they may lay the young Children, if there
is occafion for it, and that they may fhift and
drefs them before the Fire. Every Child is nurfed
by its own Mother, if Death or Sicknefs does
not intervene; and in that cafe the Syphogrants
Wives find out a Nurfe quickly, which is no hard
matter to do; for any one that can do it, offers
her felf chearfully : For as they are much-inclin-
ed'to that Piece of Mercy,fo the Child whom they
turfe, confiders the Nurle as 1ts Mother. All

the Children under five Years old, fit among the
Nurfes,
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Nurfes, the reft of the younger Sort of both
Sexes, till they are fit for Marriage, do either
ferve thofe that fit at Table; or if they are not
ftrong enough for that, they ftand by them in
oreat Silence, and eat that which 1s given them,

by thofe that fit at Table; nor have they any
other Formality of Dining. In the Middle of the

firft Table, which ftands in the upper End of the
Hall, a-crofs it fits the Syphogrant and his Wiie,
for that is the chief and moft confpicuous Place:
Next to him fit two ofthe moft ancient, for there
go alwaysfourto a Mefs. If thereis a Temple within
that Syphogranty, the Prieft and his Wife fit with
the Syphogrant above allthereft : Next them thereis
a Mixture of old and young, who are {o placed,
that as the young are fet near others, {o they are
mixed with the more Ancient, which they fay
was appointed on this Account, that the Gravity
of the old People, and the Reverence that is due
to them, might reftrain the Younger from all in-
decent Words and Geftures, Difhes are not ferv-
ed up tothe whole Table at hrft, butthe beft are
firft {et before the Ancienter, whofe Seats are di-
ftinguifhed from the Younger, and after them all
the reft are ferved alike. The old Men diftribute
to the Younger any curious Meats that happen
to be fet before them, if there is not fuch an
Abundance of them that the whole Company
may be ferved by them.

'Thus old Men are honoured with a particular
Refpedt; yet all the reft fare as well as they do.
‘They begin both Dinner and Supper with fome
Lecture of Morality that is read to them; but it
is fo fhort, that it is not tedious nor uneafy to
them to hear it : Upon that the old Men take oc-
cafion to entertain thofe about them, with fome
ufeful and pleafunt Enlargements; but they do

not
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not engrofs the whole Difcoutfe fo to them{elves,
during their Meals, that the Younger may not
put 1n for a Share: On the contrary, they engage
them to talk, that fo they may in that free Way
of Converfation, find out the Force of every
onc’s Spirit, and obferve their Temper. They
difpatch their Dinners quickly, but fit long at
Supper: becaufe they go to work after the one,
and are to fleep after the other, during which
they think the Stomach carries on the Concocti-
on more vigoroufly. They never f{up without
Mulick ; and there is always Fruit ferved up aftes
Meat ; while they fitat Meat, fome burn Per-
fumes, and fprinkle about fweet Ointments, and
fweet Waters: And they are wanting in nothing
that may chear up their Spirits, for they give
themfelves a large Allowance that Way, and in-
dulge themfelves in all fuch Pleafures as are at-
tended with no Inconvenience. T'hus do thofe
that are in the Towns live together; but in the
Country, where they live at a greater Diftance,
every one eats at Home, and no Family wants
any neceffary Sort. of Provifion, for it is from
them that Provifions are fent unto thofe that
live in the Towns.

Of the Travelling of the UTOPIANGS.

F any of them has a Mind to vifit his Friends
that live in fome other Town,. or defires to
travel and fee the reft of the Country, he obtains
Leave very eafily from the Syphogrant and Tran:-
bors to doit, when there is no particular occafion
for him at Home : Such as travel, carry with them
3 Paflport from the Prince, which both certifies the

Licence that is granted for travelling, and lim‘its
a the
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the Time of their return, They are furnifhed
 with a Waggonand a Slave, who drives the Ox-

en, and looks after them: But unlefs there are
Women in the Company, the Waggon 1sfent back
at the End of the Journey as a needlefs Trou-
ble : While they are on the Road, they carry ne
Provifions with them; yet they want nothing,
but are every way treated as if they were at
Home. If they ftay in any Place longer than a
Night, every one follows his proper Occupation,
and is very well ufed by thofe of his own Trade:
But if any Man goes out of the City to which
he belongs, without Leave, and 1s found going a-
bout without a Paflport, he is roughly handled,
and is punifhed as a Ifugidve, and {fent Home
difgracefully 5 and if he falls again into the like
Fault, he is condemned to Slavery. If any Man
has a Mind to travel only over the Precinét of his’
own City, he may freely do it, obtaining his Fa-~
ther’s Permiffion, and his Wife’s Confent; but
when he comes into any of the Country Houfes,
he muft labour with them according to their
Rules, if he expeéls to be entertain’d by them:
And if he does this, he may freely go over the
whole Precinét, being thus as ufeful to the City
to which he belongs, asif he were {till within it,
Thus you fee that there are no idle Perfons among
them, nor Pretences of excufing any from La-
bour., There are no Taverns, no Ale-Houfes,
nor Stews among them 3 nor any other QOccafions
of corrupting themfelves or of getting into Cor-
ners or forming themfelves into Parties: All Men
live in full View, fo that all are obliged, both to
perform their ordinary Task, and to employ,
themfelves well in their fpare Hours., And it is
certain, that a People thus ordered, muft live in

great Abundance of all Things ; and thefe being
o equal~
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equally diftributed among them, no Man can
want any thing, or be put to beg,

In their great Council at Amauret, to which
there are three fent from every T own once eve-
ry Year, they examine what Towns abound in
Provifions, and what are under any Scarcity, that
fo the one may be furnifhed from the other ;
and this is done freely, without any Sort of Ex-
change ; for according to their Plenty or Scar-
city, they fupply, or are fupplied from one ano-
ther; fo that indeed the whole Ifland 1s, as it
were, one Family, When they have thus taken
Care of their whole Country, and laid up Stores
for two Years, which they doin Cafe that an 1ll
Year fhould happen to come, then they order an
Exportation of the Overplus, both of Corn, Ho-
- ney, Wool, Flax, Wood, Scarlet, and Purple;
Wax, Tallow, Leather, and Cattle, which they
{fend out commonly in great Quantities to other
Countries, ‘They order a feventh Part of all
thefe Goods to be freely given to the Poor of
the Countries to-which they fend them, and-they
{ell the reft at moderate Rates. And by this Ex-
change, they not only bring back thole few
Things that they need at Home, for indeed
they fcarce need any T hing but Iron, but like-
wife a great deal of Gold and Silver; and by their
driving this T'rade fo long, it isnot to be ima-
gined how vafta Treafure they bave got among
them: So that now they do not inuch care whe-
ther they fell off their Merchandize for Money
in Hand, or upon Truft, A great Part of- their
"I'reafure is now in Bonds ; butin 2l their Con-
tralts no private Man ftands bound, but the Wii-
ting runs in Name of the Town ; and the Towns
that owe them Money, raife ic from thofe private
Hands that owe it to them, and'lay it upin their

publick
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publick Chamber, or enjoy the Profit of it till
the Utgprans call for it ; and they choofe rather to
let the greateft Part of 1t lie in their Hands, who
make Advantage by it, than to call for it them-
felves: But if they fee that any of their other
Neighbours ftand more in Need of it, then they
raife ity and lend 1t to them ; or ufe it themfelves,
if they are engaged in a War, which is the only
Occafion that they can have for all that Trea-
fure that they have laid up; thatfo either n
oreat Extremties, or{udden Accidents, they may
ferve themfelves by it; chiefly for hiring foreign
Soldiers, whom they more willingly expofe to
Danger than their own People: They give them
ereat Pay, knowing well that this will work even
on their Enemies, and engage them either tobetray

their own dide, or at leaft to defert 1t, or will

fet them on to mutual Faltions among them-
felves: For this End they have an incredible
Treafure ; but they do not keepit as a Treafure,
but in fucha Manner as I am almoft afraid to
tell it, lelt you think it {fo extravagant, that you
can hardly believe 1t; which 1 have the more
Reafon to apprehend from others, becaufe if I
had .not feen it my felf, I could not have been ea-
lily perfuaded to have belicved it upon any Man’s
Report.

It 15 certain, that all things appear {o far incre-
dible to us, as they differ from our own Cuftoms :
But one who can judge aright, will not wonder
to find, that fince their other Conftitutions dif-
fer fo much from ours, their Value of Gold and
dilver {hould be meafured, not by our Standard,
but by one that is very difterent from it; for
Iince they have no ufe of Money among them-
felves, but keep it for an Accident; that tho’ as
it may poflibly fall out, it may have great Int?r-

 vals;
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vals; they value it no farther than it deferves,
or may be ufeful to them, So that it is plain,
they muit prefer Iron either to Gold or Silver:
Yor Men can no more live without Iron, than
without Fire or Water ; but Nature has mark’d
out no Ufe for the other Metals, with which
we may not very well difpenfe. The Folly of
Men has enhanfed the Value of Gold and Silver,
becaufe of their Scarcity: Whereas on the con-
trary they reafon, that Nature, as an indulgent
Parent, has given us all the beft Things very
freely, and in great Abundance, fuch as are Wha.
ter and Earth, but has laid up. and hid from us
the ‘Things that are vain and ufelefs.

If thofe Metals were laid up in any Tower
among them, itwould give Jealoufy of the Prince
and Senate, according to that foolith Miftruft in-
to which the Rabble is apt to fall, asif they in-
tended tq cheat the People, and make Advanta-
ges to themfelves by it ; or if they fhould work
it into Veflels, or any Sort of Plate, they fecar
that the People might grow too fond of it, and
fo be unwilling to let the Plate be run down, if
a War made it neceflary fo pay their Soldiess
with1t :  Therefore to prevent all thefe In-
conveniencies, they have fallen upon an Ixpe-
dient, which as it agrees with their other Po-
licy, fo is very different from ours, and will
{carce gain Belief among us, who value Gold fo
much, and lay it up fo carefully : For whereas
they eat and drink out of Veflels of Earth, or
Glafs, that though they look verﬁ{ietty, yet
are of very flight Materials ; they Make thenr
Chamberpots and Clofeftools of Gold and Sil-
ver; and that not only in their publick Halls,
but in their private Houfes: Of the fame Me-

tals they likewife make Chains and Fetters for
' theur



E™ TP T T T et e =

S
ey

UTOPIA 71

their Slaves; and as a Badge of Infamy, they
hang an Ear-ring of Gold to fome, and make
others wear a Chain or a Coronet of Gold ; and
thus they take Care, by all manner of Ways,
that Gold and Silver may be of no Efteem
among them ; and from hence it is, that where-
2s other Nations part with their Gold and their

Silver, as unwillingly as if one tore out their
Bowels, thofe of Utspia would look on their giv-
ing in all their Gold or Silver, when there were
any Ufe for it, but as the parting with a Trrifle,
or as we would efteem the Lofs of a Penny.
They find Pearls on their Coaft; and Diamonds,
and Carbuncles on their Rocks: They do not
look after them, but if they find them by Chance,
they polifh them, and with them ¢hey adorn
their Children, who are delighted with them,
and glory in them during their Childhood; but
when they grow to Years, and fec that none
but Children ufe fuch Baubles, they of their own
accord, without being bid by their Parents, lay
them aftde ; and would be as much afhamed to
ufe them afterwards, as Children among us, when
they come to Years, are of their Nuts, Puppets,
and other "T'oys.

I never faw a clearer Inftance of the different

Impreflions that different Cuftoms make on Peo--

ple, than I obferved in the Ambafladors of the
Anemolians who came to Amauret when I was
there :  And becaufe thev came to treat of Af-
fairs of sreat Confequence, the Deputies from
feveral Towns had met to wait for their coming,
The Ambafladors of the Nations that lie near
Utopia, knowing their Cuftoms, and that hne
Cloaths are in no Efteem among them ; that 5ilk
isdefnifed, and Gold is a Badge of Infamy, ufe to
come very modeftly cloathed ; but tie jnﬁmaiz'fﬁzzr

thag
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that lay more remote, and fo had little Com.
merce “with them, when they underftood that
they were coarfly cloathed, and all in the fame
manner, they took it for granted that they had
none of thofe fine Things among them of which
they made no ufe ; and they being a vain-
glorious, rather than a wife People, refolved to
fet themfelves out with fo much Pomp, that they
fhould look like Gods, and fo firike the Eyes
of the poor Uteprans with their Splendor. Thus
three Ambafladors made their Entry with an
hundred Attendants, that were all clad in Gar-
ments of different Colours, and the greater Part
in Silk ; the Ambafladors themfelves, who were
of the Nobility of their Country, were in Cloth
of Gold, and adorned with mafly Chains, Ear-
rings and Rings of Gold: Their Caps were
covered wtth Bracelets fet full of Pearls and
other Gems: In a Word, they were fet out
with all thofe T'hings, that among the Utspians
were either the Badges of Slavery, the Marks of
Infamy, or Children’s Rattles. It was not un-
pleafant to fee on the one Side how they look’d
big, when they compared their rich Habits with
the plain Cloaths of the Utspians, who were
come out in great Numbers to fece them make
their Entry.  And on the other Side, to obferve
how much they were miftaken in the Impreflion

which they hoped this Pomp would have made
on them : It appeared fo ridiculous a Shew to

all that had never ftirred out of their Country,
and fohad not feen the Cuftomsof other Nations;
that though they paid fome Reverence to thole
that were the moft meanly clad, as if they had been
the Ambaffadors, yet when they faw theAmbafia-
dors themfelves, fo full of Gold and Chains they

looked upon them as Slaves, made them no Re-
verence
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verence at all.  You might have feen their Chil-
dren, who were grown up to that Bignefs, that
they had thrown away their Jewels, call to their
Mothers, and pufh them gently, and cry out,
See that great Fool that wears Pearls and Gems,
as if he were yet a Child, And their Mothers
anfwered them in good earneft, Hold your Peace,
thists, I believe, one of the Ambaflador’s Fools.
Others cenfured the Fafhion of their Chains,
and obferved that they were of no ufe, for they
were too flight to bind their Slaves, who could
eaflily break them; and they faw them hang fo
loofe about them, that they reckoned they could
e2fily throw them away, and fo get from them.
But after the Ambafladorshad ftaid a Day among
them, and faw fo vaft a Quantity of Gold in
their Houfes, which was as much defpifed by
them, as it was efteemed in other Nations, and
that there was more Gold and Silver in the
Chains and Fetters of one Slave, than all their
Ornaments amounted to, their Plumes fell, and
they were athamed of all that Glory for which
they had formerly valued themfelves, and fo laid
it afide : To which they were the more de-
termined, when upon their engaging into fome
free Difcourfe with the Utoprans, they difcovered
their Senfe of fuch Thimgs, and their other
Cuftoms. 'The Utopians wonder how any Man
fhould be fo much taken with the glaring doubt-
ful Luftre of 2 Jewel or Stone, that can Jook up
to a Star, or to the Sun humfelf ; or how any
thould value himfelf, becaufc his Cloath is made
of a finer Thread: For how fine focver that
Thread may be, it was once no betier than the
Fleece of a Sheep, and that Sheep was a Sheep

ftill for all its wearing it, They wonder much
to hear, that Gold which in it felf is fo ufelefs a
| 1) 'Thing,

{
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[ Thing, fhould be every where fo much efteemed,
that even Men for whom it was made, and by
whom it has its Value, thould yet be thought of
lefs Value than it is: So that a Man of Lead,
who has no more Senfe than a Log of Wood,
and is as bad as he is foolifh, fhould have many
wife and good Men ferving him, only becaufe he
has a great Heap of that Metal ; and 1f it {hould
{o happen, that by fome Accident, or Trick of
Y.aw, (which does fometimes produce as great
Changes as Chance it felf) all this Wealth fhould

- pafs from the Mafter to the meaneft Varlet of his

. whole Family, he himfelf would very foon be-

- come one of his Servants, as If he were a Thing

- that belonged to his Wealth, and fo were bound

~ to follow its Fortune. But they do much more
admire and deteft their Folly, who when they

- fee a rich Man, though they neither owe him

~ any Thing, nor are in any fort obnoxious to

him, yet merely becaufe he is rich, they give him
little lefs than Divine Honours ; even though
they know him to be fo covetous and bafe
minded, that notwithftanding all his Wealth,
he will not part with one Farthing of it to them
as long as he lives.

Thefe and fuch like. Notions has that People

drunk in, partly from their Education, being bred
in a Country, whofe Cuftoms and Conftitutions

are very oppoiite to all fuch foolith Maxims:
And partly from their Learning and Studies;
for though there are but few in any Town that
are excufed from Labour, f{o that they may give
themfelves wholly to their Studies, thefe being
only fuch Perfons as difcover from their Child-
hood an extraordinary Capacity and Difpofition
for Letters, yet their Children, and a great Part

of the Nation, both Men and Women, are
taught

1
¥
}
i




Ml o g L e ey oy g a—

UT O PIT A, ”5

téught to fpend thofe Hours in which they are
not obliged to work, in Reading: And this
they do their whole Life long. They have all
their Learning in their own Tongue ; which is
both a coplous and pleafant Language, and in
which 2 Man can fully exprefs his Mind ; It
runs over a great Tralt of many Countries, but
itis not equally pure in allPlaces: They had
never fo much as heard of the Names of any of
thofe Philofophers that are fo famous in thefe
Parts of the World, before we went among
them : And yetthey had made the fame Dif-
coveries that the Greeks had done, both in Mu-
fick, Logick, Arithmetick, and Geometry, But
asthey are equal to the Antient Philofophers al-
moft in all Things, {o they far exceed our mo-
dern  Logicians, for they have never yet fallen
upon the barbarous Niceties that our Youth are
forced to learn in thofe trifling logical Schools
that are amongus; and they are {ofar from
minding Chimera’s, and fantaftical Images made
in the Mind, that none of them could compre-~
hend what we meant, when we talked to them
of a Man in the Abftraét, as common to all Men
in particular, ({o that though we {poke of him
as 2 Thing that we could point at with our
Fingers, yet none of them could perceive him)
and yet diftindt from- every one, as if he were
fome monftrous Coloflus or (Giant. Yet for
all this Ignorance of thefe empty Notions, they
knew Aftronomy, and all the Motions of the
Orbs exadtly’; and they have many Inftruments,
well contrived and divided, by which theydo very
accurately compute the Courfe and Pofitions of
the Sun,” Moon, and Stars. But for the Cheat,
of divining by the Stars, and by their Cppofiti-
ons or Conjunétions, it has not {o much as en-

| | k2 tycd
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tred into their T houghts, 'They have a particu.
lar Sagacity, founded on much Obfervation, of
judging of the Weather, by which they know i
when they may look for Rain, Wind, or other
Alterations in the Air: But as to the Philo.
fophy of thofe Things, and the Caufes of the
Saltnefs of the Sea, andof itsebbing and flowing,
and of the Original and Nature both of the Hea-
vens and the Earth'; they difpute of them, partly, as
our Antient Philofophers have done ; and, part-
ly, upon fome new Hypothefis, in which, as
they differ from them, fo they do not in all T hings
agree among themfelves,

As for mora] Philofophy, they have the fame
Difputes among them, that we have here:
They examine what T hings are properly good,
both for the Body and the Mind: And whether
any outward Thing can be called truly good, or
if that Term belongs only to the Endowments
of the Mind. They enquire likewife into the
Nature of Virtue and Pleafure ; but their chief
Difpute is, concerning the Happinefs of a Man,
and wherein it confifts? Whether in fome one
- ‘Thing, orinagreatmany? They feem indecd
more inclinable to that Opinion that places, if
not the whole, yet the chief Partof a Man’s
Happmnefs in Pleafure ; and which may feem
more {trange, they make ufe of Arguments
even from Religion, notwithftanding its Severity
and Roughnefs, for the Support of that QOpinion,
that 1s {o indulgent to Pleafure: For they never
difpute concerning Happinefs without fetching
fome Arguments from the Principles of Religion,
as well as from natural Reafon; fince without
the former, they reckon that all our Enquiriesafter

Happinefs, muft be but conjeftural and defetive.

T hofe
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Thofe Principles of their Religion, are, that |
the Soul of Man is immortal, and that God of |
his Goodnefs has defigned that it fhould be happy; !
and that he has therefore appointed Rewards for
oood and virtuous Actions, and Punifhments for
Vice, to be diftributed after this Life: And
though thefe Principles of Religion are conveyed
down among them by Tradition, they think,
that even Reafon itfelf determines a Man to be-
lieve and acknowledge them: - And they freely
confefs, thatif thefe were taken away, no Man
would be fo infern{ible, as not to feek after Plea-
fure by all manner of Ways, lawful or unlaw-
ful ; ufing only this Caution, that a lefler Plea-
fure might not ftand in the Way of a greater,
and that no Pleafure ought to be purfued, that
fhould draw a great deal of Pain after it: For
they think it the maddeft Thing in the World
to purfue Virtue, that is a four and difficult
Thing ; and not only to renounce the Plea-
fures of Life, but willingly to undergo much

Pain and Trouble, if a Man has no Profpeét
of a Reward. And what Reward can there be,
for one that has pafled his whole Life, not only
without Pleafure, but in Pain, 1if there is no-
thing to be expelled after Death? Yet they
do not place Happinefs in all Sorts of Pleafures, :
but only in thofe that in themfelves are good and
honeft: For whereas there is a Party among

them that places Happinefs in bare Virtue,

others think that our Natures are conduted by
Virtue to Happinefs, as that which is the chief :
Good of Man. They define Virtue thus, that !
it is aliving according to Nature ; and think
that we are made by God for that End : They
do believe that a Man does then follow the

Dictates of Nature, when he purfues or avoids

E 3 Things
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Things according to the Diretion of Reafon:
They fay, that the firft Diftate of Reafon i,
the kindling in usa Loove and Reverence for the
Divine Majefty, to whom we owe both all that
we have, and all that we can ever hope for,
In the next Place, Reafon dire€ts us, to keep
our Minds as free of Paffion, and as chearfu]
as we can; and that we fhould confider ou
felves as bound by the Ties of good Nature an(
Humanity, to ufe our utmoft Endeavours to
help forward the Happinefs of all cther Perfons;
for there was never any Man that was fuch 2
morofe and {evere Purfuer of Virtue, and fuch
an Enemy to Pleafure, that though he fet hard
Rules to Men to undergo, much pain, many
‘Watchings, and other Rigours, yet did not a
the fame Time advife them to do all they could
in Order to the relieving and eafing fuch People
as were miferable; and did not reprefent it as
a Markof a laudable Temper, that it was gentle
anl good natured: And they infer from thence,
that if a Man ought to advance the Welfare and
Comfort of the reft of Mankind, there being
no Virtue more proper and peculiar to our Na-
ture, than to eafe the Miferies of others, to free
them from T'rouble and Anxiety, in furnifhing
them with the Comforts of Life, that confift in
Pleafure; Nature does much more vigorouly
‘Jead him to do all this for himfelf. A Life of Plea-
fure, 1s either a real Evil; and in that Cafe we
~ought not only, not to aflift others in their Pur-
fuit of it, but on the Contrary, to keep them
- from it all we can, as from that which is hurt-
- ful and deadly to them ; or if itisa good T hing,
{fo that we not only may, but ought to help
others to it, why then ought net a Man to be-

ain with himfelf ¢ Since no Man can be morflz
boun
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bound to look after the good of ancther, than
after his own : For Nature cannot direct us to be
good and kind to others, and yet at the fame Time
to be unmerciful and cruel to our felves, Thus as
they define Virtue to be a living according to
Nature, fo they reckon that Nature fets all Peo- -
ple on to feek after Pleafure, as the end of all
they do. They do alfo obferve, that in Order
to the {upporting the Pleafures of Life, Nature
inclines us to enter into Soclety ; for there is no
Man {o much raifed above the reft of Mankind,
that he fhould be the only Favourite of Nature,
which on the contrary feems to have levelled all
thofe together that belong to the fame Species,
Upon this they infer, that no Man ought to feek
his own Conveniencies {o eagerly, that thereby
he fhould prejudice others ;3 and therefore they
think, that not only all Agreements between
private Perfons ought to be obferved : hut like-
wife, that all thofe Laws ought to be kept,.
which either a good Prince has publifhed in due
Yorm, or to which a People, that 15 neither
opprefled with Tyranny, nor circumvented by
Fraud, has confented, for diftributing thofe
Conveniencies of Life which afford us all our,
Pleafures.

"They think 1t is an Evidence of true Wifdom,
for 2 Man to purfue his own Advantases, as far
as the Laws allow it. They account it Piety, to
prefer the Publick Good to one’s Private Con-
cerns 3 but they. think it unjuft, for a Man to
feek for nis own Pleafure, by {natching another
Man’s Pleafures from him. And on the contra-
ry, they think it a Sign of a gentle and good
Soul, fora Man to difpenfe with his own Ad-
vantage for the good of others 3 and that by {o
doing, a good Man finds as much Pleafure one

b a Way,
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way, as he parts with another; foras he may
expet the like from others when he may come
to need it, fo if that fhould fail him, yet the
Senfe of a good Action, and the RefleCtions that
one makes on the Love and Gratitude of thofe
~whom he has fo obliged, gives the Mind more
Pleafure, than the Body could have found in
that from which it had reftrained it felf: They
are alfo perfuaded that God will make up the
Lofs of thofe fmall Pleafures, with a vaft and
endlefs Joy, of which Religion does ealily con-
vince a good Soul.

Thus upon an Enquiry into the whole Matter,
they reckon that all our Aétions, and evenall our
Virtues terminate in Pleafure, as in our chief
End and greateft Happinefs; and they call every
Motion or State, either of *Body or Mind, in
which Nature teaches us to delight, a Pleafure,
And thus they cautioufly limit Pleafure, only to
thofe Appetites to which Nature leads us; for
they reckon that Nature leads us only to thofe
Delights to which Reafon as well as Senfe carries
us,. and by which we neither injure any other
Perfon, nor let go greater Pleafures for it ; and
which do not draw T'roubleson us after them :
but they look upon thofe Delights which Men,
by a foolifh though common Miftake, call Pla-
fure, as if they could change the Nature of
Things, as well as the ufe of Words, as Things
that not only do not advance our Happinefs, but
do rather obftruét it very much, becaufe they
do fo entirély poflefs the Minds of thofe that once
go into them, with a falfe Notion of Pleafure,
that there is no Room left for truer and purer
Pleafures,

There



U T O P 1 A 8t

There are many Things that in themfelves
have nothing that is truly delighting: On the
contrary, they havea good deal of Bitternefs in
them; and yet by our perverfe Appetites after
forbidden Objelts, are not only ranked among
the Pleafures, but are made even the greateft
Defigns of Life. Among thofe who purfue thefe
fophifticated Pleafures, they reckon thofe whom
I mentioned before, who think themfelves really
the better for having fine Clothes ; m which
they think they are doubly muftaken, both in the
Opinion that they have of their Clothes, and in
the Opinion that they have of themfelves ; for if
you confider the Ufe of Clothes, why fhould a
fine Thread be thought better than a coarfe one ?
And yet that Sort of Men, as if they had fome
real Advantages beyond others, and did not owe
it wholly to their Miftakes, look big, and feem
to fancy themfelves to be the more valuable on
that Account, and imagine that a Refpet isdue
to them for the Sake of a rich Garment, to
which they would not have pretended, if they
had been more meanly clothed ; and they re-
fent it as an Affront, if that Refpect is not paid
them, It is alfo a great Folly to be taken with
thefe outward Marks of Refpect, which fignify
nothing :  For what true or real Pleafure can one
find in this, that another Man ftands bare, or
makes Legs to him ?  Will the bending another
Man’s Thighs give yours an Eafe? And will
his Head’s being bare, cure the Madnefs of yours?
And yet it is wonderful to {fee how this falfe No-
tion of Pleafure bewitches many, who delight
them{elves with the Fancy of their Nobility, and
are pleafed with this Conceit, that they are de-
{cended from Anceftors, who have been held for

fome Succeffions rich, and that they have had great
E s Pofleflions ;
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Pofleflions ; for this is all that make Nobility at
prefent ; yetthey do not think themfelves a whit
the lefs noble, though their immediate Parents
have left none of this Wealth to them ; or
though they themfelves have fquandred it all
away. The Utoprans have no better Opinion of
thofe, who are much taken with Gems and pre-
cious Stones, and who account it a Degree of
Happinefs, next to a Divine one, if- they can

purchafe one that 1s very extraordinary ; efpeci-
.dlly if it be of that Sort of Stones, that is then

in greateft Requeft; for the fame Sort is not
at all T'imes of the fame Value with all Sorts of
People; nor will Men buy it, unlefs it be dif-
snounted and taken out of the Gold : And then
the Jeweller is made to give good Security, and
required folemnly to fwear that the Stone 1s true,
that by fuch an exact Caution, a falfe one may
not be bought inftead of a true: Whereas if
you were to examine it, your Eye could find no
Difference between that which 1s counterfeit,
and that which is true; fo that they are all
one to you 2s much as if you were blind: And
can it be thought that they who heap up an
ufelefs Mafs of Wealth, not for any ufe that it
s to bring them, but meerly to pleafe themfelves
with the Contemplation of it, enjoy any true
Pleafure init? 'The Dehght they find, is only
2 falfe Shadow of Joy: "Thofe are no better,
whofe Error 1s fomewhat different from the for-
mer, and who hide it, out of their fear of
Iofing it; for what other Name can fit the hid-
ing.it in the Earth, or rather the reftoring it to
it again, it being thus cut oft from being ufeful,
either to 1ts Owner, or to the reft of Mankind !
" And yet the Owner having hid it carefully, 1s

glad, "becaufe he thmks h» 15 now f{ure of it.
And
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And in cafe one fhould come to f{teal it, the
Owner, though he might live perhaps ten Years
after that, would all that while after th: Theft,
of which he knew nothing, find no Difference
between his having it, or lofing 1t, for both ways
it was equally ufelefs to him,

Among thofe " foolith Purfuers of Pleafure,
they reckon all thofe that delight in Hunting,
or Birding, or Gaming: Of whofe Madnefs
they have only heard, for they have no {uch
Things among them: But they have asked us;
what Sort of Pleafure i1s it that Men can find in
throwing the Dice? For if there were any Plea-
fure in it, they think the doing it {o often thould
give one a Surfeit of it :  And what Pleafure can
one find in hearing the barking and howling
of Dogs, which feem rather odious than plea-
fant Sounds ! Nor can they comprehend the
Pleafure of feeing Dogs run after a Hare, more
than of feeing one Dog run after another; for
vou have the fame Entertainment to the Eye
on both thefe Occaftons; if the fecing them
run is that which gives the Plealure, fince that
is the fame in both Cafes:  But if the Pleafure
ties in fecing the Hare killed and torn by the
Dogs, this ought rather to ftir Pity, <when a
weak, harmlefs, and fearful Hare, 1s devoured
by a fltrong, fierce, and cruel Dog, Therefore
all this Bufinefs of Hunting, 1s among the Uts-
prans turned over to their Butchers; and thofe
are all Slaves, as was formerly fud: And
they lock on Hunting, as one of the baleft
Parts of a Butcher’'s Work @ For they account
it both more profitable, and more decent to kill
thofe Beafts that are more neceflary and ufeful
to Mankind; whereas the killing and tearing of
fo fmall and miferable an Animal, which a

Hunt{mag
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Huntfman propofes to himfelf, can only attra
him with the falfe {hew of Pleafure; for it is of
little ufe to him: They look on the Defire of
the Bloodfhed, even of Beafts, as a Mark of a
Mind that is already corrupted with Cruelty, or
that at leaft by the frequent Returns of {o brutal
a Pleafure, muft degenerate into it.

Thus though the Rabble of Mankind looks
upon thefe, and all other Things of this kind,
which are indeed innumerable, as Pleafures;
the Usoprans on the contrary obferving, that there
is nothing in the Nature of them that is truly
pleafant, conclude that they are not to le rec-
koned among Pleafures: For though thefe
Things may create fome tickling in the Senfes,

(which feems to be a true Notion of Pleafure)
yet they reckon that this does not arife from the

Thing it felf, but from a depraved Cuftom,
which may fo vitiate a Man’s Tafte, that bit-
ter Things may pafs for fweet ; as Women with
Child think Pitch or Tallow tafte {weeter than
Honey ; but as a Man’s Senfe when corrupted,
either by a Difeafe, or {fome ill Habit, does not
change the Nature of other Things, fo neither
can it change the Nature of Pleafure.

They reckon up feveral Sorts of thefe Pleafures,
which they call true Ones:  Some belong to
the Bedy, and others tothe Mind, The Plea-
fures of the Mind lie in Knowledge, and in that
Delight which the Contemplation of Truth car-
ries with 1t 5 to which they add the joyful Re-
fleCtions on a well-{pent Life, and the affured
Hepes of a future Happinefs, They divide the
Pleafures of the Body into two Sorts; the one
1s that which gives our Senfes fome real Delight,
and is performed, either by the recruiting of Na-
ture, and {upplying thofe Parts on which the in-i

ternd
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ternal Heat of Life feeds ; and that is done by
eating or drinking: Or when Nature is eafed
of any Surcharge that opprefles it, as when we
empty our (yuts, beget Children, or free any of
the Parts of our Body from Aches or Heats by
Fri¢tion. There isanother Kind of this Sort of
Pleafure, that neither gives us any "Thing that
our Bodies require, nor frees us from any Thing
with which we are overcharged ; and yet it ex-
cites our Sentes by a fecret unfeen Virtue, and by
a generous Impreffion, it fo tickles and affelts
them, that it turns them inwardly upon them-
felves ; and this is the Pleafure begot by Mufick.,
Another Sort of bodily Pleafure 1s, that which
confifts in a quiet and good Conftitution of Body,
by which there i1s an entire Healthinefs {pread
over all the Parts of the Body, not allay’d with
any Difeafe. 'This, when it is free from all
Mixture of Pain, gives an inward Pleafure of
it felf, even though it fhould not be excited by
any external and delighting Object ; andalthough
this Pleafure does not fo vigoroufly affe&t the
Senfe, nor act fo ftrongly upon it; yetas it is
the greateft of all Pleafures, {o almoft all the
Utoprans reckon it the Foundation and Bafis of
all the other Joys of Life ; fince thisalone makes
one’s State of Life to be eafy and defirable ; and
when this is wanting, a Man is really capable
of no other Pleafure, They look upon Indo-
lence and freedom from Pain, if it does not
rife from a perfect Health, to bea State of Stu-
pidity rather than of Pleafure. There has been
a Controverfy i this Matter very narrowly
canvafled among them ; whether 2 firm and
entire Health could be calleda Pleafure, or not ¢
dome have thought that there was no Pleafure,

but
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but that which was excited by fome fenfible
Motion in the Body. But this Opinion has
been long ago run down among them, fo that
now they do almoft all agree in this, That Health
is the greateft of all bodily Pleafures; and that as
there is a Pain in Sicknefs, which is as oppofite
in its Nature to Pleafure, as Sicknefs it felf is to
Health, fo they hold that Health carries a Plea-
fure along with it: And if any fhould fay, that
Sicknefs is not really a Pain, but that 1t only
carries a Pain along with 1t, they look upon
that as a Fetch of Subtility, that does not much
alter the Matter. So they think it is all one,
whether it be faid, that Health is in it felf a
Pleafure, or that it begets a Pleafure, as Fire
oives Heat; fo it be granted, that all thofe
whofe Health is entire, have a true Pleafure in
it :  And they Reafon thus, What is the Plea-
fure of eating, but thata Man’s Health which
had been weakened, . does, with the Affiftancc
of Food, drive away Hunger, and {0 recruiting
it felf, recovers its former Vigour ?  And be-
ing thus refrefh’d, it finds a Pleafure in that
Confli¢ : And if the Confliét is Pleafure, the
Vi&tory muft yet breed a greater Pleafure, ex-
cept we will fancy that it becomes ftupid as foon
as it has obtained that which it purfued, and {o
does neither know nor rejoyce in its own Wel-
fare, If it is faid, that Health cannot be felt,
they abfolutely deny that, for what Man is in
Health, that does not perceive it when he is
-awake? Isthere-any Man that is fo dull and
ftupid, as -not to acknowledge that he fecls a

Delight in Health ! And what is Delight, but
another Name for Pleafure ?

Pt
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. But of all Pleafures, they eftecem thofe to be
the moft valuable thatlie in the Mind ; and the
chief of thefe, are thofe that arife out of true
Virtue, and the Witnefs of a good Confcience:
They account Health the chief Pleafure that
belongs to the Body ; for they think that the
Pleafure of Eating and Drinking, and all the
other Delights of the Body, are only fo far de-
firable, as they give or maintain Health: But
they are not pleafant in themfelves, otherwife
than as they relift thofe Impreffions that our
natural Infirmity 1s {till making upon ws:  And
as a wife Man defires rather to avoid Difeafes,
than to take Phyfick ;3 and to be freed from Pain,
rather than to find eafe by Remedies: So it
were a more defirable State, not to need this
Sort of Pleafure, than to be obliged to indulge
it : Andif any Man imagines that there is a real
Happinefs in this Pleafure, he muft then confefs
that he would be the happieft of all Men, if he
were to lead his Life in a perpetual Hunger,
Thirft, and Itching, and by Confequence in
perpetual Eating, Drinking, and Scrat¢hing him-
felf, which any one may eafily fee would be not
only a bafe but a miferable State of Lite, 'Thefe
are indeed the loweft of Pleafures, and the leaft
purc: For we can never relith them, but when
they are mixed with the contrary Pains, The
Pain of Hunger muft give us the Pleafure of
Kating ; and here the Pain out-ballances the Plea-
fure :  And as the Pain is more vehement, fo it
lafts much longer ; for as it is upon us before
the Pleafure comes, {o it does not ceafe, but with
the Pleafure that extinguifhes it, and that goes
off with it: So that they think none of thofe
Pleafures are to be valued, but as they are ne-

ceflary,  Yet they rejoyce in them, and with due
Gratitude
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Gratitude acknowledge the Tendernefs of the
great Author of Nature, who has planted in s
Appetites, by which thofe Things that are ne-
ceflary for our Prefervation, are likewife made
pleafant tous, For how miferable 2 Thing would
Life be, if thofe daily Difeafes of Hunger and
Thirft, were to be carried off by fuch bitter
Drugs, as we muft ufe for thofe Difeafes that
return feldomer upon us? And thus thefe plea-
fant, as wellas proper Gifts of Nature, do main-
tain the Strength and the Oprightlinefs of our
Bodies..

They do alfo entertain themfelves with the
other Delights that they let in at their Eyes,
their Ears, and their Noftrils, as the pleafant
Relithes and Seafonings of Life, which Nature
feems to have marked out peculiarly for Man:
Since no other Sort of Animals contemplates
the Figure and Beauty of the Univerfe ; nor is
delighted with Smells, but as they diftinguifh
Meats by them; nor do they apprehend the
Concords or Difcords of Sounds ; yet in all Plea-
fures whatfoever, they obferve this Temper,
that a lefler Joy may not hinder a greater,
and that Pleafure may never breed Pain, which
they,think does always follow difhoneft Pleafures.
But they think it a Madnefs for a Man to wear
out the Beauty of his Face, or the Forceof his
Natural Strength, and to corrupt the Sprightli-
nefs of his Body by Sloth and Lazinefs, or to
wafte his Body by fafting, and fo to weaken the
Strength of his Conftitution, and rejet the other
Delights of Life ; unlefs by renouncing hisown
Satisfation, he can either ferve the Publick, or
promote the Happinefs of others, for which he

expelts a greater Recompence from God. 5o

that they look on fuch a Courfe of Lite, aIs 2
Marg
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Mark of 2 Mind, that is both cruel to it felf,
and ingrateful to the Author of Nature, as if
we would not be beholden to him for his Favours,
and therefore would rejeét all his Bleffings and
fhould afli& himfelf for the empty Shadow of
Virtue 3 or for no better end, than to render
himfelf capable to bear thofe Misfortunes which
poflibly will never happen.

This is their Notion of Virtue and of Plea-
fure ; they think that no Man’s Realon can carry
him to a truer Jdea of them, unlels fome Dif-
covery from Heaven fhould infpire one with fub-
limer Notions. I have not now the Leifure to
examine all thig, whether they think right or
wrong In this Matter :  Nor do I judge 1t ne-
ceflary, for I have only undertaken to give you
an Account of their Conflitution, but not to de-
fend every Thing that isamong them. I am
fure, that what{oever may be faid of their No-
tions, there is not in the whole World, either a
better People, or a happier Government : "Their
Bodies are vigorousand lively ; and though they
are but of a middle Stature, and though they
have neither the fruitfulleft Soil, nor the pureft
Aif in the World:  Yet they do fo fortify them-
ielves by their temperate Courfe of Life, againft
the unhealthinefs of their Air; and by their In-
duftry they do fo culttvate their Soil, that there
is no where to be feen a greater Increafe, both
of Corn and Cattle, nor are there any where
healthier Men to be found, and freer from Dif-
eafes than among them : Forone may fee there,
not only fuch Things putin Practice, that Huf-
bandmen do commonly for manuring and im-
proving an il Soil, but infome Places a whole
Wood is plucked up by the Roots, as well as
whole ones planted in other Places, where there

WEIC
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were formerly none: In doing of this the chicf
Confideration they have is of Carriage, that their
Timber may be either near their Towns, or
lie upon the Sea, or fome Rivers, fo that it may
be floated to them ; for it is a harder Work tg
carry Wood at any Diftance over Land, then
Corn. The People are induftrious, apt to learn,
as well as chearful and pleafant; and none can
endure’ more Labour, when itis neceflary, than
they ; but except in that Cafe they love their
Eafe. They are unwearied Purfuers of Know-
ledge; for when we had given them fome Hint
of the Learning and Difcipline of the Greeks,
concerning whom we only inftructed them,
(for we know that there was nothing among the
Romans, except their Hiftorians and their Poets,
that they would value much) it was {ftrange to fee
how eagerly they were fet on learning that Lan-
guage : We began to read a little of it to them,
rather in Compliance with their Importunity,
than out of any Hopes of their profiting much
byit: But after a very fhort Frial, "we found
they made fuch a Progrefs in it, that we faw
our Labour was like to be more fuccefsful than
we could have expefted. They learned to write
their Charalters, and to pronounce their Lan-
puage fo right, and took up all fo quick, they
remembered it {o faithfully, and became fo ready
and corret in the ufe of 1t, that it would have
look’d like a Miracle, if the ‘greater Part of thofe
whom we taught had not been Men, both of ex-
traordinary Capacity, and of a fit Age for it:
‘Fhey were for the greateft Part chofen out
among their learned Men, by their chief Coun-
cil, though fome learned it of their own accord.
In three Years Time they hecame Mafters of

the whole Language, fo that they rcad the beﬁ;‘
0
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of the Greck Authors very exallly. lam in-
decd apt to think, that they learned that Lan-
ouage the more eafily, becaufe it feems to be of
kin to their own: I believe that they were a
Colony of the Grecks ; for though their Lan-
guage comes nearer the Perfian, yet they retain
many Names, both for their Towns and Ma-
riftrates, thatare of Greek Origiration, I had
happened to carry a great many Books with me,
inftead of Merchandife, when [ failed my fourth
Voyage ; forIwas fo far from thinking of com-
ing back foon, that I rather thought never to
have returned at all, and I gave them all my
Books, among which many of Platd’s and fome
of Ariflatle’s Works were. 1 had alfo Theaphraftus
of the Plants, which to my great” Regret, was
imperfelt ; for having laid 1t carelefly by, while
we were at Sea, a Monkey had fallen upon it and
had torn out Leaves m many Places. T'hey
have no Books of Grammar, but Lafcares, for I
did not carry Zheodorus with me 3 nor have they
any Ditionaries but Hefrchius and Digfeorides.
They efteem Plutarch highly, and were much
taken with Lucian’s Wit, and with his pleafant
Way of Writing, As for the Poets, they have
Ariftopbanes, Homery Euripides, and Sophocles of
Aldus’s Edition; and for Hiftorians, they have
Thucidydes, Herodotus and Herodian. QOne of
~my Companions, Tbricius Apinatus, happened
to carry with him fome of Hippocrates’s Works,
and Galen’s. Microtechne, which they hold in
great Eftimation ; for though there is no Na-
tion in the World, that needs Phyfick fo little
a3 they do, yet there is not any that honours it
fo much : They recken the Knowledge of it to
be one of the pleafanteft and profitableft Parts of

Philofophy, by which, as they fearch. into the
Secrets
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Secrets of Nature, {o they not only find marvel-
lous Pleafure in it, but think that in making
fuch Enquiries, they do a moft acceptable thing
to the Author of Nature; and imagine that he,
as all Inventors of curious Engines, has expofed
to our View this great Machine of the Univerfe,
we being the only Creatures capable of contem-
plating it : And that therefore an exac and curi-
ous Obferver and Admirer of his Workmanihip,
1s much more acceptable to him, than one of
the Herd ; who as if he were a Beaft, and not
capable of Reafon, looks on all this glorious
Scene, only as a dull and unconcerned Spefator,
The Minds of the Urspians, when they are

once excited by Learning, are very ingenious in
finding out allfuch Arts as tend to the Conveni-
ences of Life. T'wo "T'hings they owe to us, which
are the Art of Printing, and the Manufacture of
Paper: Yet they do not owe thefe fo entirely to
us, but that a great Part of the Invention was
their own; for after we had fhewed them fome
Paper Books of Aldus’s Impreffion, and began to
explain to them the Way of making Paper, and
of Printing, tho’ we {peak but very crudely of
both thefe, not being practifed in either of them,
they prefently took up .the whole Matter from
the Hints that we gave them: And whereas be-
fore they only writ on Parchment, or on the
Barks of Trees, or Reeds; they have now fetup
the Manufacture of Paper, and Printing-Prefles:
And tho’ at firft they could not arrive at a Per-
fection in them, yet by making many Effays,
they at laft found out, and correéted all their Er-
rors, and brought the whole thing to perfection ;
fo that if they had buta good Number of Greek
Authors, - they would be quickly fupplied with
many Copies of them: At prefent, tho’ Lhey

| ave
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have no more than thofe I have mentioned, yet
by feveral Impreflions, they have multiplied them
into many thoufands. If any Man fhould go
among them, that had fome extraordinary Ta-
jent, or that by much travelling had obferved the
Cuftoms of many Nations, (which made us to
he fo well received) he would be very welcome
to them; for theyare very defirous to know the
State of the whole World. Very few go among
them on the Account of Traffick, for what can
2 Man carry to them but Iron, or Gold, or Sil-
ver, which Merchants defire rather to export,
than import to any ftrange Country: And as for
their Exportation, they think 1t better to manage
that themfelves, than to let Foreigners come and
deal in it, for by this Means, asthey underftand
the State of the neighbouring Countrics better, fo
they keep up the Art of Navigation, which can-
not be maintained but by much praétice in it,

- Of their Slaves, and of thzr Marriages,

HEY do not make Slaves of Prifoners of
War, except thofe that are taken fighting
acainft them; nor of the Sons of their Slaves,
nor of the Slaves of other Nations: The Slaves

among them, - are only fuch as are condemned
to that State of Life for fome Crime that they
had committed, or which is more common, fuch
as their Merchants find condemned to die 1n thofe
Parts to which they trade, whom they redeem
fometimesat low Rates; and in other Places they
have them for nothing ; and fo they fetch them
away. All their Slaves are kept at perpetual

Labour, and are always chained, but with ths
difie-
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difference, that they treat their own Natives
much worfe, lookingon them as a more profi-
gate Sort of People; who not being reftraine
from Crimes, by the Advantages of fo excellent
an Education, are judged worthy of harder U-
fage than others, Another Sort of Slaves, i,
when fome of the poorer Sort in the neighbour-
ing Countries, offer of their own accord to eome
and ferve them ; they treat thefe better, and ufe
them in all other refpects, as well as their own
Country Men, except that they impofe more
Labour upon them, which is no hard Task to
- them that have been accuftomed to it; and if
any of thefe have a mind togo back to their own
Country, whichindeed falls out but feldom, as

they do not force them to ftay, fo they do not

fend them away empty handed.
I have already told you with what Care they

look after their Sick, fo that nothing is left un-
done that can contribute cither to their Eafe or
Health: And for thofe who are taken with fixed
and incurable Difeafes, they ufe all poflible ways to
cherifh them, and to make their Lives as comfor-
table as may be: They vifit them often, and take
great pains to make their time pafs-off eafily:
But when any is taken with a torturing and
lingring Pain, fo that there is no Hope, either of
Recovery or Eafe, the Priefts and Magiftrates
come and exhort them, that {ince they are¢ now
unable to go on with the Bufinefs of Life, and
are become a Burden to them{elves, and to all about
them, fo that they have really outlived themfelves,
they would no longer nourifh fuch a rooted Diftem-
per, but wold choofe rather to die, {ince they can-
not live, but in much Mifery ; being aflured, that if
th? either deliver themfelves from their Prifon
all

Torture, or are willing that others fhould
o ' do

&



UTOPTIA. 95

do it, ‘they fhall be happy after their Deaths: And
fince by their dying thus, they lofe none of the
Pleafures, but only the Troubles of Life; they
think they aft, not only reafonably in fo doing,
but religioufly and pioufly; becaufe they fol-
low the Advices that are given them by the
Priefts, who are the Expounders of the Will of
God to them., $uch as are wrought on by thefe
Perfuafions, do either ftarve themfelves of their
own accord, or they take Opium, and {o they die
without pain.. But no Man 1s forced on this way
of ending his Life ; and if they cannot be per-
fuaded to it, they do not for that fail in their
Attendance and Care of them: But as they be-
lieve that a voluntary Death, when it is chofen
upon fuch an Authority, is very honourable; fo
if any Man takes away his own Life, without the
Approbation of the Prieflts and the Senate, they
give him none of the Honours of a decent Fune-
ral, but throw his Body into fome Ditch.

‘Their Women are not married before eighteen,
nor their Men before two and twenty ; and if
any of them run into forbidden Embraces before
their Marriage, they are feverely punithed, and
the privilege of Marriage is dented them, unlefs
there is a fpecial Warrant obtained for it afterward
irom the Prince. Such Diforders caft a great
Reproach upon the Mafter and Miftrefs of the
Family in which they fall out; for it is fuppofed,
that they have been wanting to their Duty. The
Reafon of punithing this fo feverely, is, becaufe
they think that if they were not fo ftricly re-
ftrained from all vagrant Appetites, very few
would engage ina married State, in which Men
venture the Quiet of their whole Life, being re-
ftrited to one Perfon j befides many other In-
conveniences that do accompany it.  In the Way

of
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of choofing of their Wives, they ufe a Method
that would appear to us very abfurd and ridicy.
lous, but is conftantly obferved among them, ang
accounted a wife and good Rule. Before Mar.
riage, fome grave Matron prefents the Bride na.
ked, whetherfhe is a Virgin or 2 Widow, to the
Bridegroom ; and after that, fome grave Man
prefents the Bridegroom naked to the Bride,
We indeed both laughed at this, and condemned
it as a very indecent Thing., But they, on the
other hand, wondered at the Folly of
the Men of ‘all other Nations; who if they
are but to buy a Horle of a fmall Value, are fo
. cautious, that they will {ee every Part of
him, and take off both his Saddle, and all his
other Tackle, that there may be no fecret Ulcer
hid under any of them; and that yet in the
Choice of 2 Wife, on which depends the Hap-
pinefs-or Unhappinefs of the reft of his Life, a
Man fhould venture upon truft, and only fee a-
bout an handbreadth of the Face, all the reft of
the Body being covered; under which there may
lie hid that which may be contagious, as well as
loathfome. All Men are not {o wife, that they
choofe a Woman only for her good Qualities ; and
even wife Men confider the Bedy, as that which
adds not a little to the Mind: Andit is certain,
there may be fome {fuch Deformity covered with
one’s Clothes, as may totally alienate a Man from
his Wife, when it is too late to part with her:
For if fucha Thing is difcovered after Marriage,
a Man has no Remedy but Patience: So they
think it is reatonable, that there {hould be a good
Provifion made againft fuch mifchievéus Frauds.
" There was fo much the more reafon in making
a Regulation in this Matter, becaufe they are

the only People of thofe Parts that do neither
| allow
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Jllow of Polygamy, nor of Divorces, except in
the Cafes of Adultery, or infufferable Perverf-
nefs: For in thefe Cafes the Senate diflolves the
Marriage, and grants the injured Perfon leave to
marry again ; but the Guilty are made infamous, "
and are never allowed the Privilege of a fecond
Marriage. None are fuffered to put away their
Wives againft their Wills, becaufe of any great
Calamity that may have fallen on their Perfon 3
for they look on it as the height of Cruelty and
Treachery to abandon either of the married Per-
fons, when they nced moft the tender Care of
their Confort ; and that chiefly in the Cafe of old
Age, which as it carries many Difeafes along with
it fo itis a Difeafe of itfelf. But 1t falls often
~out, that when a married Couple do not agree
well together, they by mutual confent fe-
- parate, and find out other Perfons with whom they
" hope they may live more happily: Yet this is not
done, without obtaining Leave of the Senates
which never admits of a Divorce, but upon a {trict
enquiry made, both by the Senators and their
Wives, into the (Grounds upon which it proceeds:
and even when they are fatisfied concerning the
Reafons of it, they go on but flowly, for they
reckon that too great ealinefs, in granting leave
for new Marriages, would -very much fhake the
Kindnefs of married Perfons. They punifh fe-
verely thofe that defiie the Mairiage-Bed: If:
both Parties are married, they are divorced, and.
the injured Perfons may marry one another, or
whom they pleafe; but the Adulterer, and the
Adultrefs are condemned to Slavery. Yet if ci-
ther of the injured Perfons cannot fhake off the
Love of the married Perfon, they may live with
them ftil} in that State; but they muft follow
them to that Labour to which the Slaves are
condemned ; and fometimes the Repentance of the

i A
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condemned Perfon, together with the unfhaken
Kindnefs of the Innocent and injured Perfon, has
prevailed fo far with the Prince, that he has
taken oft theSentence : But thofe that relapfe, after
they are once pardoned, are punifhed with Death,
Their Law does not determine the Punifhment
for other Crimes; but that is left to the Senate,
to temper it according to the Circumftances of
the Falt. Husbands have power to corre®t
their Wives, and Parents to correlt ther
Children, unlefs the Fault is fo great, that a
publick Punifhment is thought neceffary for the
ftriking Terror into others, For the moft Part,
Slavery is the Punifhment even of the greateft
Crimes ; for as that is no lefs terrible to the Cri-
minals themfelves than Death ; fo they think the
preferving them in a State of Servitude, 1s more
for the Intereft of the Common-Wealth, than
the killing them outright ; fince as their Labour
is a greater Benefit to the Publick, than their
Death could be; fo the Sight of their Mifery is 2
more lafting Terror to other Men, than that
which would be given by their Death. If their
Slaves rebel, and will not bear their Yoke, and
fubmit to the Labour that is enjoined them,
they are treated as wild Beafts that cannot be
kept in order, neither by a Prifon, nor by their
Chains; and are at laft put to Death, But thofe
who bear their Punithment patiently, and are fo
much wrought on by that preflure, that lies
fo hard on them, that it appears they are really
more troubled for the Crimes they have com-
mitted, than for the Miferies they fufter, arenot
out of Hope, but that at laft either the Prince will
by his Prerogative, or the People will bytheir In-
torceflion reftore thom again to their Liberty, o
at leaft very much mitigate their Slavery. He that
tumpt. a married Woman to Adultery, is no ek
1 {everely
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feverely punifhed, than he that commits it for
they reckon that a laid and ftudied Defign of
committing any Crime, is equal to the Falt it
felf ; fince its not taking Effeét does not make the

Perfon that did all that in him lay in order to it,
a Whit the lefs guilty.

They take great Pleafure in Fools, and as it is
thought a bafe and unbecoming thing toufe them
il, fo they do not think it amifs for People to-
divert themfelves with their Folly: And they
think this isa great Advantage to the Fools them-
felves : For if Men were {o {ullen and fevere, as
not at all to pleafe themfelves with their ridicu-
lous Behaviour, and foolifh Sayings, which is all
that they can do to recommend themfelves to
others, it could not be expected that they would
be fo well look’d to, nor fo tenderly ufed as they
muft otherwife be. If any Man fhould reproach
another for his being mifhaped or impertet in
any Part of his Body, it would not at all be
thought a RefleCtion on the Perfon that were fo
treated, but it would he ac¢ounted a very unwor-
thy Thing for him that had upbraided another
with that which he could not help. It 1s thought
2 ogn of a fluggith and fordid Mind, not to pre-
erve carefully one’s natural Beauty ; but 1t is
likewife an infamous Thing among them to ule
Paint or Fard. And they all fee that no Beauty
recommends 2 Wife {o much to her Husband, as
the probity of her Life, and herObedience: For
as fome few are catched and held only by Beauty,
fo all People are held by the other Excellencies
which charm all the World,

As they fright Men from committing Crimes

by Punifhments, fo they invite them to the Love
of Virtue, by publick Honours: Therefore they

ere¢t Statues in honour to the Memories of fuch
F o2 WOor-
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worthy Men as have deferved well of. their Coun-
try, and fet thefe in their Market-places, both to
perpetuate the Remembrance of their Actions,
and to bean Incitement to their Pofterity to fol.
low their Example,

If any Man afpires to any Office, he is fure
never to compafs it: They live all eafily toge-
ther, for none of the Magiftrates are either info-
lent or cruel to the People ; but they affet ra-
ther to be called Fathers, and by being really {o,
they well deferve that Name; and the People pay
them all the Marks of Honour the more freely,
becaufe none are exafted of them, The Prince
himfelf has no Diftinétion, either of Garments,
or of a Crown; but is only known by a Sheaf
of Corn that is carried before him, as the High
Prieft is allo known by a Wax Light that i
carried before him,

They have but few Laws, and fuch is their
Conftitution, that they need not many. They
do very much condemn other Nations, whofe
Laws, together with the Commentaries on them,
fwell up to fo many Volumes; for they think it an
unreafonable Thing to oblige Men to obey a Bo-
dy of Laws, that are both of fuch a Bulk, and
fo dark, that they cannot be read or underftood
by every one of the Subjelts.

They have no Lawyers among them, for they
confider them as a Sort of People, whofe Profel-
fion it is to difguife Matters, as well as to wreft
Laws ; and therefore they think it is much bet-
ter that every Man fhould plead his own Cauft,
and truft it to the Judge, as well as in other
Places the Client does it to a Counfellor, By
this means they both cut off many Delays, and
find out Truth more certainly: For after the

Parties have laid open the Merits of their Caule,
with-
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without thofe Artifices which Lawyers are apt to
fuggeft, the Judge examines the whole Matter,
and fupports the Simplicity of fuch well-meaning
Perfons, whom otherwife crafty Men would be
fure to run down: And thus they avoid thofe
Evils, which appear very remarkably among
all thofe Nations that labour under a vaik
Load of Laws. Every one of them is skilled in
their Law, for as it is a very fhort Study, fo
the plaineft meaning of which Words are capa-
ble, is always the Senfe of their Laws, And
they argue thus; all Laws are promulgated for
this End, thatevery Man may know his Duty ;
and therefore the plaineft and moft obvious Senfe
of the Words, is that which muft be put on
them ; {ince a more refined Expofition cannot be
eafily comprehended, and Laws become thereby
ufelefs to the greater Part of Mankind, who need
moft the Dire@ion of them: for to them it isall
one, notto make a Law atall, and to couch it
in fuch Terms, that without a quick Apprehen-
fion, and much Study, a Man cannot find out
the true Meaning of it; and the Generality of
Mankind are both fo dull, and fo much employed
in their feveral T'rades, that they have neither
the Leifure nor the Capacity requifite for {uch an

Enquiry. |
Some of their Neighbours, who are Mafters
of their own Liberties, having long ago, by the
Affiftance of the Utopians, fhaken off the Yoke
of Tyranny ; and being much taken with thofe
Virtues that they obferve among them, have
come to them, and defired that they would {end
Magiftrates among them to gevern them; fome
changing them every Year, and others every five
Years, At the End of their Government, they
bring them back to Utspiz, with great Expref-
I 3 fioms
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fions of Honour and Efteem, and carry away
others to govern in their Stead. In this they
feem to have fallen upon a very good Expedient
for their own Happinefs and Safety: For fince
the good or ill Condition of .2 Nation depends fo
much upon their Magiftrates, they could not
have made 2 better Choice, than by pitching on
Men whom no Advantages can byafs; for
Wealth is of no ufe to them, fince they muft
¢o fo foon back to their own Country ; and they
being ftrangers among them, are not engaged in
any of their Heats or Animofities: And it s cer-
tain, that when publick Judicatories are fwayed,
cither by partial Affetions, or by Avarice, there
mutt follow upon it a Diflolution of all Juftice,
which is the chief Sinew of Society.

The Utoplans call thofe Nations that come and

ask Magiftrates from them, Neighbours; but
they call thofe to whom they have been more
particularly affifting, Friends. And whereas all
other Nations are perpetually either making
Leagues or breaking them, they never enter into
any Alliance with any other State, T'hey think
Leagues are ufelefs Things, and reckon, that if the
common Ties of human Nature do not knit Men
together, the Faith of Promifes will have no great
Effe&t on them: And they are the more confirm-
ed in this, by that which they fee among the
Nattons round about them, who are no {trict ob-
fervers of Leagues and T'reaties. We know how
religioufly they are obferved in Europe; more
particularly where the Chriftian Doclrine s re-
ceived, among whom they are facred and invio-
lablee. 'Which is partly owing to the Juftice and
Goodnefs of the Princes themfelves, and partly
to their Reverence that they pay to the Popes:

Who as they are moft religious Obfervers of their
oWR
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own Promifes, fo they exhort all other Princes
to perform theirs ; and when fainter Methods do
not prevail, they compel them to it by the Sevc-
rity of the Paftoral Cenfure; and think that it
would be the moft indecent Thing poffible, if
Men who are particularly defigned by the Title
of the Faithful, thould not religioufly keep the
Faith of their Treaties. But in that new found
World, which is not more diftant from us in
Situation, than it is difagreeing from us in their
Manners and Courfe of Life, there is no truft-
ing to Leagues, even tho’ they were made with
all the Pomp of the moft facred Ceremonies that
is poffible : On the contrary, they are the fooner
‘broken for that, fome flight Pretence being found
in the Words of the Treaties, which are con-
trived in fuch ambiguous Terms, and that on
Defign, that they can never be fo ftrictly bound,
but they will always find fome Loop-hole to
efcape at; and {o they break both their Leagues
and their Faith. And this 1s done with that Im-
pudence, that thofe very Men who value them-
felves on having fuggefted thefe Advices to their
Princes, would yet, with a bhaughty Scorn, de-
claim againft fuch Craft, or to {peak plainer,
fuch Fraud and Decet, if they found private
Men make ufe of it in their Bargains; and
would readily fay, that they deferved to be hanged
for 1t,

By this means it is, that all {ort of Juftice, paf-
fes in the World, but for a low-fpirited and vul-
" gar Virtue, which is far below the Dignity of
Royal Greatnefs. Or dt leaft, there are two
Sorts of Juftice fet up: The one is mean, and
creeps on the Ground, and therefore becomes
none but the bafer Sort of Men, and fo muft be
kept in feverely by many Reftraints, that it may

F 4 not
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not break out beyond the Bounds that are fet to
it. The other is the peculiar Virtue of Princes,
which as it is more Majeftick than that which
becomes the Rabble, fo takes a freer Compafs;
and lawful or unlawful, are only meafured by
Pleafure and Intereft. 'Thefe Prattices among the
Princes that lie about Utepia, who make fo little
Account of their Faith, {feem to be the Reafons
that determine them to engage in no Confederz-
cies: Perhaps they would change their Mind if
they lived among us: But yet tho’ Treaties were
more rcligioufly obferved, they would {till dif-
like the Cuftom of making them ; fince the
World has taken up 2 falfe Maxim upon it, as if
there were no Tie of Nature knitting one Na-
tion to another, that are only feparated perhaps
by a Mountain, or a River, and that all were
born in a State of Hoftility, and {o might lawful-
ly do all that Mifchief to their Neighbours, a-
gainit which there is no Provifion made by T'rea-
ties: And that when Treaties are made, they do
not cut off the Enmity, or reftrain the Licenfe
of preying one upon another, if by the unskilful-
nefs of wording them, there are not effe¢tual Pro-
vif’s made againft them. 'They on the other
hand judge, that no Man is to be efteemed our
Enemy that hos never injured us; and that the
Partnerfhip of the human Nature, thatis among
all Men, i1s inftcad of a League. And that Kind-
nefs and good Nature unite Men more effectual-
ly, ana more forcibly than any Agreements what-
foever; fince thereby the Engagements of Men’s
Hearts become ftronger, than any Thing can be
to which a few Words can bind them,

of
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Of their Military Difcipline.

HEY deteft War as a very brutal Thing ;

. and which, to the Reproach of human Na-
ture, is more practifed by Men, than by any
Sort of Beafts: And ' they, againft the Cuftom
of almoft all other Nations, think" that there is
nothing more inglorious than that Glory that is
gained by War: And therefore tho’ they ac-
cuftom themfelves daily to Military Exercifes,
and the Difcipline of War, in which not only
their Men, but their Women likewife, are train-
ed up, that fo in Cafes of Neceflity, they may
not be quite ufelefs: Yet they do not rafhly en-
gage 'In War, unlefs it be either to defend
themfelves, or their Friends, from any unjuft
Aggreflors 3 or out of good Nature, or in Com-
paflion to an opprefled Nation, that they aflift
them to the fhaking off the Yoke of Tyranny,
They indeed help their Friends, not only in De-
fenfive, but alfo in Offenfive Wars: But they
never do that, unlefs they had been confulted
with while the Matter was “yet entire ; and that
being fatished with the (srounds on which they
went, they had found that all Demands of Re-
paration were reje&ted, {o that a War was ne-
ceflary : Which they do not think to be only
juft, when one Neighbour makes an inrode on
another, by publick Order, - and carries” away
their Spoils; but when the Merchants of one
Country are opprefled in another, either under
the Pretence of fome unjuft Laws, or by the
perverfe wrefting of good ones: This they count
kg 2 juft-
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2 jufter Caufe of War than the other, becaufe
thofe Injuries are done under fome Colour- of
Laws. ‘Thiswas the only Ground of that War,
in which they engaged with the Nephelogeres
againdt the Aleopolstanes, a little before our Time;
For the Merchants of the former, having, as
they thought, met with great Injuftice among
the latter, that, whether it wasin it felf right or
wrong, did draw on a terrible War, many of their
Neighbours being engaged init; and their Keen-
‘nefs in carrying it on, being fupported by their
Strength in maintaining .it ; it not only fhook
fome very flourifhing States, and very much af-
flicted others ; but after a Series of much Mif-
chief, it ended in the entire Conqueft and Slavery
of the Alespolitanes, who though before the War,
they were in all refpects much fuperior to the
Nephelogetes, yet by it they fell under their Em-
pire ; but the Urgpians, though they had aflifted
them in the War, yet pretended to no Share of the
Spoil. .
But though they aflift their Friends fo vigo-
roully, in taking Reparation for Injuries that are
done them in fuch Matters; vet if they them-
felves fhould meet with any fuch Fraud, pro-

"w

vided there were no Violence done to their Per-
fons, they would only carry it fo far, that unlefs
Satisfaction were made, they would give over
trading with fuch a People, T his is not done be-
caufe they confider their Neighbours more than
their own Citizens; but {ince their Neighbours
trade every one upon his own Stock, Fraud is
a more fenfible Injury to them, than it is to the
Ytopians, among whom the Publick enly fufters
~ in fuch a Cafe:  And fince they expe&t nething
in return for the Merchandize that they export;

but that in which they abound fo much, and is of
Little
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Iittle ufe to them, the lofs does not much affe&
them ; therefore they think it would be too fevere
a Thing to revenge a Lofs that brings {o little in-
convenience with it, either to their Life, or their
Livelihood, with the death of many People: but
if any of their People is either killed or wounded
wrongfully, whether that be done by publick Au-
thority, or only by prviate Men, asfoon as they
hear of it, they fend Ambafladors, and demand,
that the Guilty Perfons may be delivered up to
them ; and if thatis denied, they declare War;
but if that is done, they condemn thofe either to
Death or Slavery.,
~ They would be both troubled and athamed
of a bloody Victory over their Enemies ; and think
it would be as foolith a Purchafe, as to buy the
moft valuable Goods at too higha Rate.  And
in no Victory do they glory fo much, as in that
which 1s gained by Dexterity and good Con-
duét, without Bloodfhed. They appoint pub--
lick Triumphs in fuch Cafes, and ere&t Tro-
phies to the Honour of thofc who have {uccecd-
ed well in them ; for then do they reckon that
a Man alts {utably to his Nature, when he- con-
quers his Enemy in fuch a Way, that no other
Creature but a Man could be capable of it, and
that is, by the Strength of his Underftanding,
Bears, Lions, Boars, Wolves, and Dogs, and
other Animals imploy themr bodily Force one
againft another, in which as many of them are
fuperior to Men, both in Strength and Ficrce-
nefs, {o they are all fubdued by the Recafon and
Undérftanding that 1s in him,

The only Defign of the Unpians in War, is
to obtain that by Foree, which 1f 1t had been
eranted them in Time, would have prevented.

the War; or if that cannot be done,. to take
| {o
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fo fevere a Revenge of thofe that have injured
them, that they may be terrified from doing the
like inall Time coming. By thefe Ends they
meafure all their Defligns, and manage them f{o,
that it is vifible that the Appetite of Fame or
Vain-glory, does not work fo much on them, as
a juft Care of their own Security.

As {oon as they declare War, they take care
to have a great many Schedules, that are fealed
with their common Seal, affixed in the moft con-
{picuous Places of their Enemies Country. This
1s carried fecretly, and done in many Places all
at once. In thofe they promife great Rewards
to fuch as thall kill the Prince, and leffer in Propor-
tion to fuch as fhall kill any other Perfons, who
are thofe on whom, next to the Prince himfelf,
they caft the chief Blame of the War. And
they double the Sum to him, that inftead of
killing the Perfon fo marked out, fhall take him
alive, and put him in their Hands. They offer
not only Indemnity, but Rewards, to fuch.of
the Perfons themfelves that are fo marked, if
they will a& againft their Countrymen: By
this Means thofe that are named in their Sche-
dules, become not only diftruftful of their Fellow-

Citizens, but are jealous of one another: And
are much diftrated by Fear and Danger; for it

has often fallen out, that many of them, and
even the Prince himfelf, have been betray’d by
thofe in whom they have trufted moft: For the
Rewards that the Utopians ofter, are fo unmea-
furably great, that there is no Sort of Crime to
which Men cannot be drawn by them. They
confider the Rifque that thofe run, who under-
take fuch Services, and offer a Recompence pro-
portioned to the Danger ; not only a vaft deal

of Gold, but great Revenues in Lands, thlgt
ie
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lie among other Nations that are their Friends,
where they may go and enjoy them very fecure-
ly ; and they obferve the Promifes they make of
this Kind moit religioufly. They do very much
approve of this Way of corrupting their Enemies,
though 1t appears to others to be a bafe and
cruel Thing ; but they look onit as a wile
Courfe, to make an End of that which would
be otherwife a great War, without fo much as
hazarding one Battle to decide it. They think
it likewife an A& of Mercy and Love to
Mankind, to prevent the great Slaughter of thofe
that muft otherwife be killed in the Progrefs of
the War, both of their own Side, and of their
Enemies, by the Death of a few that are moft
ouilty 3 and that in fo doing, they are kind even
to their Enemies, and pity them no lefs than their
own People, as knowing that the greater Part of
them do not engage in the War of their own
accord, but are driven into it by the Paflions of
their Prince,

If this Method does not {ucceed with them, then
‘they fow Seeds of Contention among their Ene-
mies, and animate the Prince’s Brother, or fome
of the Nobility, to afpire to the Crown. If
they cannot difunite them by domeftick Broils,
the they engage their Neighbours againft thém,
and make them fet on Foot fome old Pretenfions,
which are never wanting to Princes, when they
have QOccafion for them. And they fupply them
plentifully with Money, though but very {par-
ingly with any Auxiliary Troops : For they are
fo tender of their own People, that they would
not willingly exchange one of them, even with
the Prince of their Enemies Country.

But as they keep their Gold and Silver only
for fuch an Qccafion, fo when that offers it fﬁlf,

they
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they eafily part with it, fince it would be no
Inconvenience to them, though they fhould re-
ferve nothing of it to themfelves, For befides
the Wealth that they have among them at
Home, they have a vaft Treafure abroad ;
many Nations round about them, being deep in
their Debt :  So that they hire Soldiers from all
Places for carrying on their Wars; but chiefly
from the Zapaolets, who live five hundred Miles
from:Utopia eaftward, They are a rude, wild,
and ‘frerce -Nation, who delight in the Woods
and Rocks, among which they were born and
bred up.. They are hardned both againft Heat,
Cold, -and Labour, and know nothing of the De-
licacies of Life, They do nbt apply themfelves
to Agriculture, nor de they care either for their
Houfes ot their Clothes.. * Cattle is- all that they
Jook . after'; ‘and for the greateft part, they live
either - by their Hunting, ‘or-upon’ Rapine; and
are made, -as: 1t were, - oinly- for War, They
watch all Opportunities of epgaging-in it, and
very readily embrace fuch as are offered them.
Great Numbers of them will often go- out, and
offer themfelves upon. a very low Pay, to ferve
any that-will employ them : They know nonc
of the Artsof Life, but thofe that lead to the
taking itaway ; they ferve thofe that hire them,
both with much Courage and great Fidelity ; but
will not engage to ferve for any determin’d
Time, and agree upon fuch Terms, that the next
Day they may go over to the Enemies of thofe
whom they ferve, if they offer them a- greater
Pay: And they will perhaps return to them the
Day after that, upon. a higher Advance of theix
Pay, Therearefew Warsin which they make
not a confiderable Part of the Armies of both

Sides: So it falls often out, that they that ar:,}
0
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of Kin to one another, and were hired in the
fame Couritry, and fo have lived long and fa~
miliarly together ; yet they forgetting both their
Relation and former Friendfhip, kill one another
upon no other Confideration, but becaufe they are
hired to it for a little Money, by Princes of dif-
ferent Interefts :  And fo great Regard have they
to Money, that they are eafily wrought on by
the Difference of one Penny a Day, to change
Sides. . Soentirely does their Avarice turn them,
and yet this Money on which they are fo much
fet, is of little Ufe. to them ; for what they pur-
chafe thus with «their Blood, they quickly wafte
it on Luxury, which among them is but of a
poor and miferable Form.

This Nation ferves the Uropians apainft all
‘People whatfoever; for they pay higher than any
other. TheUtspians hold this fora Maxim, that
as they -feek out the beft Sort of Men for their
own ufe at Home, {o they makeufe of this worft
Sort of Men for' the Confumption of War, and
therefore they hire them with the Offers of vaft
Rewards, to expofe themfelves to all Sorts of
Hazards, out-of which the greater Part never
Yeturns to claim their Promifes. . Yet they make
them .good moft religioufly . to fuch as efcape.
And this animates them to adventure again, when
there is Qccafion for it 5 for the Uteprans are
not at all troubled how many of them foever
happen to be killed ; and reckon it aService done
to Mankind, if they could be a means to deliver
the World from fuch a lewd and vicious Sort of
People, that feem to have run together, as to the
Drain of human Nature. Next to thefe they are
ferved in their Wars, with thofe upon whofe Ac-
count they undertake them, and with. the Auxi-

liary T'roops of their other ¥riends, to whom they
R join



112 Sir THOMAS MORE?s

join fome few of their own People, and fend
fome Man of eminent and approved Virtue to
command in chief, There are two fent with
him, who during his Command, are but private
Men, but the firft is to fucceed him if he thould
happen to be either killed or taken ; and in Cafe
of the like Misfortune to him, the third comes
in his Place ; and thus they provide againft ill
Events, that fuch Accidentsas may befal their
Generals, may not endanger their Armies, When
they draw:out Troops of their own People, they
take fuch out .of every City as freely offer them-
{elves, for none are forced to go againft their
Wills, fince they think that if any Man is pref-
fed that wants Courage, he will not only a&
faintly, but by his Cowardice he will difhearten
others, But if any Invafion is made.of their
Country, they make ufe of fuch Men, if they
have -good Bodies, though-they are not brave ;
and either put them. aboard their Ships, or place
them on the Walls of their Towns, that being
{o pofted, they may not find Occafions of flying
away; and thus either Shame, the Heat of A&i-
on, -or the Impoffibility of flying, - bears ‘down
their Cowardice ; and fo they make often-a Vir-
tue of Neceflity,: and behave -themfelves ‘well,
becaufe - nothing. elfe is left them.. But as they
force no Man to gointoany foreign War againt
his Will, fothey do not hinder fuch Women as
are willing to go along with their Husbands:
On the contrary, they encourage and praife them
much for doing it; they {tand often next their
Husbands in the Front of the Army. . They alfo
place thofe that.are related together, and Parents,
and Children, Kindred, and thofe that are mu-
tually allied, near one another ; that thofe whom

Nature has infpired with the greateft Zeal of
; | aﬂiﬁing
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ofliting one another, may be the neareft and
readieft to do it ; and it is Matter of great Re-
proach, if Husband or Wife {urvive one another,
or if a Child furvives his Parent, and therefore
when they come to be engaged in Action, they
cortinue to fight to the laft Man, if their Ene-
mies ftand before them : And as they ufeall
prudent Methods to avoid the endangering their
own Men; and if it ispoflible, letall the Action
and Danger fall upon the Troops that they hire ;
fo if it comes to that, that they muit engage,
they charge then with as much Courage, as they
avoided 1t before with. Prudence: Nor 1sit a
fierce Charge at firft, but it encreafes by De-
grees ; and as they continue in Action, they grow
more obftinate, and prefs harder upon the Enemy,
infomuch that they will much fooner die than
give Ground ; for the certainty in which they
are, thattheir Children will be well looked after,
when they are dead, freesthem from all Anxiety
concerning them, which does often mafter Men
of great Courage; and thus they are animated
by a noble and invincible Refolution, Their
okill in Military Matters encreafes their Courage ;
artd the good Opinions which are infufed in them
during their Education, according to the Laws of
the Country, and their Learning, add more Vi-
gour to their Minds: For as they do not un-
dervalue Life to that Degree of throwing it away
too prodigally ; {o they are not fo indecently fond of
it, that when they fee they muft facrifice it ho-
nourably, they will preferve it by bafe and un-
becoming Methods. In the greatelt Heat of Ac-
tion, the braveft of their Youth, that havejoint-
ly devoted themfelves for that Piece of Service,
fingle out the General of their Enemies, and fet

on him either openly, or Jay an Ambufcade for
him :
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him : If any of them are fpent and wearied in
the Attempt, others come nr their ftead, fo that
they never give over purfuing him, either by clofe
Weapons, when they can get near him, or thofe
that wound ‘at a Diftance, ‘when others get in
between: Thus they feldom fail to kill or take
him at laft, 1f he does not fecure himfelf by
Flight. When they gain the Day in any Battle,
they kill as few as poffibly they can; and are
much more fet on taking many Prifoners, than
on killing thofe that fiy before them: Nor do
they ever let their Men fo loofe in the Purfuit
of their Enemies, that they do not retain an
entire Body ftill in Order 5 f{o that if they have
been forced to engage the laft of their Battalions,
before they could gain the Day, they will rather
let their Enemies all elcape than purfue them,
when their own Army is in Diforder; remems-
bring well what has often fallen out to themfelves ;
that when the main Body of their Army has been
quite defeated and broken, fo that their Enemies
reckoning the Victory was fure and in their
Hands, have let themfelves loofe into an irre-
gular Purfuit, a few of them that lay for 2 Re-
ferve, waiting a fit Opportunity, have fallen on
them when they were in this Chace, ftraggling
in Diforder, apprehenfive of no Danger, but
counting the Day their own; and have turned
the whole A&tion, and fo wrefting out of their
Hands a Victory that feemed certain and un-
doubted, the vanquifhed have of a {udden become
-vi€torious.

It is hard to tell whether they are more dex-
trous in laying or avoiding Ambufhes: .‘They
fometimes feem to fly when it i1s far from their
Thoughts; and when they intend to give
‘Ground, they do it fo, that it is very hardﬁlt*?i
o !
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find out their Defign. If they fee they are ill
pofted, orare like to be overpowered by Num-
bers, then they either march off in the Night
with great Silence, or by fome Stratagem they
delude their Enemies: If they retire in the Day-
‘Time, they.do itin{uch:Order, that it is no lefs
‘dangerous to fall upon them ina Retreat, than in
a March., They fortify their Camps well, with
a deep and large Trench; and throw up the
Earth that 1sdugout of it for a Wall; nor do
they employ only their Slaves in this, but the
whole Army works at it, except thofe that are
‘then upon the Guard; {o that when fo many
‘Hands are. at work, a great Line and a ftrong
‘Fortification is finithed in {o fhort 2 Time, that

it is fcarce credible. Their Armour is very ftrong
for Defence, and yet is not {o heavy as to make
‘them uneafy in their Marches; they can even
{wim with-it, All that are trained up to War,
. praétife fwimming :much.: - Both Horfeand Foot
.make great ufe of Arrows, and are very expert
atit: They have no Swords, but fight with.a
Poll-ax that is both fharp and heavy, by which
they thruft or firike down an Enemy ; they are
-very good at finding out warlike Machines, and
difguife them fo well, that the Enemy does not
perceive them, till he feels the Ufe of them ; fo
‘that he cannot prepare fuch a Defence againft
‘them, by which they might be made rdiculous,
as well as ufelefs ; the chief Confideration had
in-the making them, is, that they may be eally
carried and managed.

- If they agree to a Truce, they obferve it fo
religioufly, that no Provocations will make them
break it. They never lay their Enemies Coun-
try  wafte, nor burn their Corn, and even

in their Marches they take all poffible. caifﬁ,
. | | that
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that neither Horfe nor Foot may tread it down,
for they do not know but that they may
have Ufe for it themfelves, They hurt no
Man that they find difarmed, unlefs he isa Spy,
When a Town is furrendred to them, they take
1t into their Proteétion: And when they' carry
a Place by Storm, they never plunder it, but
put thofe only to the Sword that oppofed the ren-
dring of it up, and make the reft of the Garrifon
Slaves, but for the other Inhabitants, they do
them no hurt; and if any of them had advifed a
Surrender of it, they give them good Rewards
out of the Eftates of thofe that they condemn,
and diftribute the reftamong their Auxiliary T roops,
but they themfelves take no Share of the Spoil.

~ When 2 Warisended, they do not oblige their
Friends to reimburfe them of their Expence in it;
but they take that from the conquered, either in
Money which they keep for .the next Occafion,
or in Lands, out of which a conftant Revenue is
to be paid them; by many Increafes, the Re-
nue which they draw out from feveral Countriés
on fuch Occaltons, isnow rifen to above 700,000
Ducats a Year, They fend fome of their own
People to receive thefe Revenues, who have Or-
ders to live magnificently, and like Princes, and
fo they confume much of it upon the Place ; and
either bring over the reft to Utopia, orlend it to
that Nation in which it lies. ~This they moft
commonly do, unlefs fome: great Occafion which
falls.out, but very feldom, fhould oblige them to
call for itall. It is out of thefe Lands that they
aflign thofe Rewards to fuch as they encourage
to adventure on defperate Attempts, which was
mentioned formerly. If any Prince that-engages
in War 'with them, is making Preparations for
invading their Country, they prevent him, 'arﬁd
o Maxke
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make his Country the Seat of the War; for they
do not willingly fuffer any War to break in up-
on their Ifland ; and if that thould happen, they
would only defend themfelves by their own Peo-
ple; but would not at all call for Auxilia

Troops to their Affiftance. |

Of the Religions of the Utopians.

HERE are feveral Sorts of Religions, not
only in difterent Parts of the Ifland, buteven

in every ‘T'own ; fome worfhipping the Sun, others
the Moon, or one of the Planets: Some wor-
fhip fuch Men as hdve been eminent in former
Times for Virtue, or Glory, not only as ordi-
nary Deities, but as the fupream God: Yet the
greater and wifer Sort of them worfhip none of
thefe, but adore one eternal, invifible infinite, and
incomprehenfible Deity ; as a Being that is far a-
bove all our Apprehenfions, that is fpread over
the whole Univerfe, not by its Bulk, but by its
Power and Virtue ; him they call the Father of
all, and acknowledge that the Beginnings, the
Encreafe, the Progrefs, the Viciffitudes, and the
end of all Things comeonly from him; nor do
they offer divine Honours toany but to him alone,
And indeed, though they differ concerning other
Things, yet all agree in this; that they think
there is one fupream Being that made and go<
verns—the World, whom they call in the Lan-
guage of their Country, Mithras. They differ in
this, that one thinks the God whom he wor-
thips is this fupream Being, and another thinks
that his Idol is that God; but they all agree in
one Principle, that whatever is this {upream Be-

ing,
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ing; is-alfo. that great Effence, to whofe Glory.
and Majefty all Honours are afcribed by the Con-
fent of all Nations. . . o |

By Degrees, they all fall off from. the various
Superftitions that are among - them, and grow-up.
to that one Religion that is moft in Requeft, and
is much the beft: And there 1s no Doubt tobe
made, butthat all the others had vanifhed long
ago, if it had not happened that fome unlucky
Accidents, - falling.on -thofe who - were “advifing
the Change of thofe fuperftitious Ways of Wor-
thip ; thefe have been afcribed not to Chance,-
but t6 fomewhat from Heaven; and fo have
raifed in them a Fear, that the God, whofe
‘Worfhip was like to be abandoned, has interpof-
ed and revenged himfelf on thofe. that defigned
it,

- T F

After they had heard from us,. an-Account
of the Do&trine, the. Courfe of Life,” and-the Mi- .
racles of Chrift, and of the wonderful Conftan-
cy of fo many Martyrs, whofe Blood, that was
fo willingly offered up by them, was.the chief
Occafion of fpreading their Religion over a vaft
Number of Nations; it is not to be imagined how
inclined they were to receive it. I {hall not de-
termine whether this proceeded from any fecret
Infpiration of God, or whether it was becaufe
it feemed fo favourable to that Community of
Gools, which is an Opinion fo particular, as
well as fo dear to them ; fince they perceived
that Chriftand his Followers lived by that Rule;
and that it was ftill kept up in fome Communi-
ties among the fincereft Sort of Chriftians, From
which foever of thefe Motives it might be, true it
is, that many of them came over to our Religion,
and were initiated into it by Baptifm. But as
two of our Number were dead, fo none of fthc

our
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four that furvived, were- in Priefts Orders ;
therefore we -could do no more but baptize them ;
{o that to our great Regret, they could not par-
take of the other Sacraments, that can only be
adminiftred by Priefts: But they are inftructed
concerning them, and long moft vehemently for
them; and they were difputing very much among;
themfelves, whether one that were chofen by
them to be a Prieft, would not be thereby qua-
lified to do all the Things that belong to that
Charalter, even though he had no Authority de-
rived from the Pope; and they feemed to be re-
folved to choofe fome for that Imployment, but
they had not done it when I left them.

Thofe among them that have not received our
Religion, yet do not fright any from it, and ufe
none ill that goes over-to it; fo that all the
while I was there, one Man was only punifhed
on this Occafion. He being newly baptized, did,
notwithftanding all that we could fay to the
contrary, difpute publickly concerning the Chrif-
tian Religion, with more Zeal than Dilcretion;
and with fo much Heat, that he not only pre-
ferred our Worihip to theirs, but condemned all
their Rites as profane 3 and cried out againft all
that adhered to them,  as impious and facrilegi~
ous Perfons, that were to be damned to everlaft-
ing Burnings. Upon this he, having preached
thefe Things often, was feized on, and after a
Trial, he was condemned to Banifhment, not
for having difparaged their Religion, but for his
inflaming the People to Sedition: For this is
one of their ancienteft Laws, that no Man ought
to be punithed for his Religion, At the firft
Conftitution of their Government, Utspus having
underftood, that before his coming among therg,
the old Inhabitants had been engaged in great

Dnarrels
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Quarrels concerning Religion, by which they
were fo broken among themfelves, that he found
it an eafy Thing to conquer them, fince they
did not unite their Forcesagainft him, but every
different Party in Religion fought by themfelves:
Upon that, after he had fubdu’d them, he made
a Law that every Man might be of what Reli-
gion he pleafed, and might endeavour to draw
others to it by the Force of Argument, and by

amicable and modeft Ways, but without bitter-
nefs againft thofe of other Opinions ; but that he
ought to ufe no other Force but that of Per-
fuafion; and was neither to mix Reproaches
nor Violence with it; and fuch as did otherwife
were to be condemned to Banifhment or Sla-
very.

r’%"his Law was made by Utspus, not only for
preferving the publick Peace, which he faw fuf-
fered much by daily Contentionsand Irreconcila-
ble Heats in thefe Matters, but becaufe he thought
the Intereft of Religion it felf required it. He
judged it was not fit to determine any Thing
rafbly in that Matter ; and feemed to doubt whe-
ther thofe different Forms of Religion might not
all come from God, who might infpire Men dif-
ferently, he being poffibly pleafed with a Varie-
tyin it: And {o he thought it wasa very inde-
cent and foolith Thing for any Man to frighten
and threaten other Men to believe any Thing
becaufe 1t feemed true to him; and in cafe that
one Religion were certainly true, and all the reft
falfe, he reckoned that the native Force of Truth
would break forth at laft, and fhine bright, if it
were managed only by the Strength of Argu-
ment, and with a willing Gentlenefs; whereas if
fuch Matters were carried on by Violence and

Tumults, then, as the wickedeft Sort of Men is
always
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dlways the moft obftinate, fo the holieft- and
beft Religion in the World might be over-
laid with {o much foolith Superftition, that
it would be quite choaked with it, as Corn is
with Briars and Thorns ; therefore he left Men
wholly to their Liberty in this Matter, that they
might be free to believe as they fhould fee Caufe ;
only he made a folemn and {fevere Law againft
fuch as fhould fo far degenerate from the Digni-
ty of human Nature, as to think that our Souls
died"with our Bodies, or that the World was go-
verned by Chance, without a wife over-ruling
Providence: For they did all formerly believe
that there was a State of Rewards and Punifh-
ments to the Good and Bad after this Life; and
they look on thofe that think otherwife, as fcarce
fit to be counted Men, -fince they degrade fo no-
blea Being as our Soul is, and reckon it to be
no better than a Beaft’s; fo far are they from
looking on fuch Men as fit for human Society,
or to be Citizens of a well-ordered Common-
wealth; fince 2 Man of {uch Principles muft
needs, as oft as he dares do 1it, defpife all their
Laws and Cuftoms: For thereis no doubt to be
made, thata Man who is afraid of nothing but
the Law, and apprehends nothing after Death,
will not ftand to break through all the Laws of
his Country, either by Fraud or Force, that {o
he may fatisfy his Appetites, They never raife
any that hold thefe Maxims, either to Honours
or Offices, nor employ them in any publick
Truft, but defpife them, as Men of bafe and for-
did Minds: Yet they do not punifh them, be-
caufe- they lay this down for a Ground, that a
Man- cannot make himfelf believe any thing he

pleates ; nor do they drive any to diflemble their
~ G Thoughts
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Thoughts by threatnings, fo that Men are not
tempted to lie or difguife” their Opinions among
them ; which being a Sort of Fraud, is abhorred
by the Utgpians : "T'hey take indeed care that they
may not argue for thefe Opinions, efpecially be-
fore the common People: But they do fuffer, and
even encourage them to difpute concerning them
in _private with their Priefts, and other grave
Men, being confident that they will be cured of
thofe mad Opinions, by having reafon laid before
them. T here are many-among them that run far
to the other Extream, tho’ it is neither thought
an ill nor unreafonable Opinion, and therefore is
not at all difcouraged, They think that the
Souls-of Beafts are immortal, tho’ far inferior to
the Dignity of the humandSoul, and not capable
of fogreat a Happinefs. They are almoft all of
them very firmly perfuaded, thatgood Men will be
infinitely happy-in another State; fo that tho’
they are compaffionate to all that are Sick, yet

they lament no Man’s Death, except they fee
him part with Life uneafy, and as if he were

forced to it ; for they look on this as a very ill pre-
fage,- as if the Soul- being confcious to 1t felf of
Guilt, and quite hopelefs, were afraid to die,
from fome fecret Hints of "approaching Mifery.
They think that fuch- a Man’s Appearance be-
fore God, cannot be acceptable to him, who
being called on, does not go out chearfully, but
is backward and unwilling, and 1s, as it were,
dragged to it. They are ftruck with Horror,
when they- fée any die in this Manner, and car-
ry them out-in Silence, and with Serrow, and
praying God that he would be  merciful -to the
Errors of the departed Soul, they lay the Body

in the Ground: But when any die c:hﬁ"arﬁl]lyc._i
: : al
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and full of Hope, they do not mourn for them,
but {fing Hymns when they carry out their Bo-
dies, and commending their Souls very earneftly
to God, in fuch a Manner, that their whole
Behaviour is rather grave than fad, they burn
their Body, and fet up a Pillar where the Pile
was made, with an Infcription to the Honour of
fuch Men’s Memory. And when they come
from the Funeral, they difcourfe of their good
Life, and worthy A&tions, but fpeak of nothing
oftner and with more Pleafure, than of their Se-
renity at their Death. They think fuch Re-
fpet paid to the Memory of good Men, is
both the greateft Incitement to engage others to
follow their Example, and the moft acceptable
Worfhip that can be offered them ; for they be-
lieve that tho’ by the Imperfetion of human
Sight, they are invifible to us, yet they are pre-
fent among us, and hear thofe Difcourfes that
pafs concerning themfelves. And they think
that it does not agree to the Happinefs of depart-
ed Souls, not to be at Liberty to be where they
will: Nor do they imagine them capable of the
Ingratitude of not defiring to fee thofe Friends,
with whom they lived on Earth in the ftricteft
Bonds of Love and Kindnefs: And they judge,
that fuch good Principles, as all other good
Things, are rather increafed than leflened in
cood Men after their Death : So that they can-
clude they are ftill among the Living, and do
obferve all that is faid or done by them. And
they engage in all Affairs that they fet about,
with fo much the more Affurance, trufting to
théir Prote®ion; and the Opinion that they have
of their Anceftors being ftill prefent, is a great

Reftraint on them from all ill Defigns.
G 2 - They



124 Sr THOMAS MORE’s

They defpife and laugh at all Sorts of *Augus
ries, and the other vain and fuperflitious Ways
of Divination, thatare fo mich obferved among
other Nations; but they have -great Reverence
for fuch Miracles as cannot flow from any of
the Powers of Nature, and look on them as Ef-
felts and Indications of the Prefence of the Su-
pream Being, of which they fay many Inftan-
ces have occurred among thef 3 and that ‘fome-
times their publick Prayers, which upon great
and dangerous Uccafions they have folemnly put
up to (God, with affured Confidence of being
heard, have beenanfwered in 2 miraculous Man-
ner.

They think the contemplating God in his
Works, and the adoring him for them, is a ve-
¥y acceptable Piece of Worthip to him. |
- There are many among them, that upon z
Motive of Religion, negle® Learning, and a-
ply themfelves to no Sort of Study ; ner do they
allow themfelves any Leifure-time, but are per-
petually employed in doing fomewhat, believing
that by the gocd Things that 2 Man dces he fc-
cures to himfelf that Happinefs' that comes af-
ter Death. Some of thefe vilit the Sick 3 others
mend High-ways, cleanfe Ditches, or repair Brid-
ges, and dig Turf, Gravel, or Stones; QOthers
fell and cleave Timber, and bring Wcod, Corn,
and other Neceflaries, on .Carts into their
"Towns. Nor do thefe only ferve tke Publick,
but they ferve even private Men, mcre than the
slaves themfelves do: For if there is any where
a rough, hard, and fordid Piece of- Work to be
done, from which many are frightened by the
Labour and Loathfomenefs of it, if not the de-
ffair of accomplithing it, they do chearfully; and
cf their own Accord; tzke that to their Share;

ard
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and by that Means, as they cafe others very
much, fo they affli¢t themfelves, and fpend their
whole ‘Life in hard Labour: And yet they do
not value themfelves upon that, nor leffen
other People’s Credit, that by fo doing they
may raife their own; but by thewr ftooping to
fuch fervile Employments, they are {o far from
being defpifed, that they are fo much the more
efteemed by the whole Nation,

Of thefe there are two Sorts: Some live un-
married and chafte, and abftain from eating any
Sort of Flefh; and thus weaning themfelves
from all' the Pleafures of the prefent Life, which
they account hurtful, they purfue, even by the
hardeft and painfulleft Methods poflible, that
bleflednefs which they hope for herecafter ; and
the nearer they approach to it, they are the
more chearful and earneft in their Endeavours af-
ter it, Another Sort of them is lefs willing to
put themfelves to much Toil, and fo they prefer
a married State toa fingleone; and asthey do not
deny themfelves the Pleafure of it, fo they think
the begetting of Children is a Debt which they
owe to human Nature, and to their Country:
Nordothey avoid any Pleafure that does not hinder
Labour ; and therefore they eat Flefh fo much the
more willingly, becaufe they find themfelves fo
much the more able for Work by it: The Uts-
pians look upon thefe as the wifer Sect, butthey
~ efteem the others as the Holier. They would in-
deed laugh at any Man, that upon the Princi-
ples of Reafon, would prefer an unmarried State
toa Married, or a Life of Labour to an eafy Life:
But they reverence and admire fuch as do it upon
a Motive of Religion, There i1s nothing in
which they are more cautious, than in giving
“their Opinion pofitively concerning any Sort of

G 3 Religion-
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Religion, . The Men that lead thofe fevere
Lives, are called in the Language of their Coun-
try Brutheskas, which anfwers to thole we call
Religious Orders.” . .

Their Priefts are Men of eminent Piety, and
therefore they are but few, for there are only

thirteen in every Town, one for every Temple
init; but when they go to War, feven of thefe
go out with their Forces, and fevén others are
chofen to fupply their Room in their Abfence;
but thefe enter again upon their Employment
when they return; and thofe who ferved in their
Abfence, attend upon the High-Prieft,- till Va-
cancies fall by Death ; for there is one that is fet
over allthe reft. They are chofen by the People
as the other Magiftrates are, by Suffrages given
fecret, for preventing of Factions: and when they
are chofen, they are confecrated by the College of

Priefts, The Care of all facred Things, and the
Worthipof God, and an Infpection into the Man-
ners of the People, is committed to them. It is
a Reproach to' a Man to be fent for by any of -
them, or to be even fpoke to in fecret by them,
for that always gives fome Sufpicions: All that is
incumbent on them, is only to exhort and ad-
monifh People ; for the Power of correcting and
punifhing il Men, belongs wholly to the Prince,
and to the other Magiftrates: The fevereft thing
that the Prieft does, is the excluding of Men that
are defperately wicked from joining in their Wor-
fhip : There’s not any Sort of Punithment that
is more dreaded by them than this, for as it loads
them with Infamy, fo it fills them with fecret
Horrors, fuch s their Reverence to their Religi-
on ; nor will their Bodies be long exempted from
their Share of Trouble ; for if they do not very

| | quickly -
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euickly fatisty the Priefts of the Truth of their
Repentance, they are feized on by the Senate, and
punifhed for their Impiety, The breeding of the
Youth belongs to the Priefls, yetthey do nottake
fo much care of inftruéting them in Letters, as
of forming their Minds and Manners aright ; and
~ they ufe all poffible Methods to "infufe very early
in the tender and flexible Minds of Children, fuch
Opinians as are both good in themfelves, and will
be ufeful to their Country :  For when deep Im-
preflions of thefe T'hings are made at that Age,
they follow Men through the whole Courfe of
their Lives, and conduce much forthe preferving
the Peace of the Government, which fuffers by
nothing more than by Vices that rife out of ill
Opinions. The Wives of their Priefts are the
moft extraordinary Women of the whole Coun-
try 5 fometimes the Women themfelvesare made
Priefts, though that falls out but feldom, nor are
any but antient Widows chofen into that Order.

None of the Magiftrates have gseater Honour
paid them,. than is paid the Priefts; and if they
thould happen to commit any Crime, they would
~not be queftioned for it : Their Pumfhment 15 left
to God, and to their own Confciences: Yor
they do not think it lawful to lay Hands on any
Man, how wicked foever he 1s, that has been in
a peculiar manner dedicated to (God ; nor do they
find any great Inconvenience in this, both be-
caufe they have fo few Priefts, and becaufe thefe
are chofen with much Caution, fo that it muit be
2 very unufual Thing to find one who was mere-
ly outof Regard to his Virtue, and for his being
efteemed a fingularly good Man, raifed up to lo

great a Dignity, degenerate into fuch Corruption
and Vice: And if {fuch a Thing {hould fall out,
G 4 for
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for Man is a changeable Creature; yet there be.

ing a few Priefts, 4dnd thefe baving no Authority,

but that which rifes out of the Refpect that is paid

them, nothing that.is of great Confequence to

the Publick, can come from the Indemnity that
-<#7 Prielts enjoy. |

"They have indeed very few of ‘them, left
greater Numbers fharing in the fame Honour,
might make the Dignity of that Order which they
efteem fo highly, to fink in its Reputation :
They alfo think it is hard to find out many that are
of fuch a Pitch of Goodnefs, 2s to be equal to that
Dignity for which they judge that ordinary Vir-
tues do not qualify a Man fufficiently » - Nor are
the Priefts n greater Veneration ameng them,
than they are among their neighbouring Nations,
as you may imagine by that which 1 think gives
QOccafion for it,

When the Utoprans engage in a Battle, the
Priefts that accompany them to the War
kneel down during the Aétion, in a Place not far
from the Field, apparelled in their facred Veft-
ments: And lifting up their Hands to Heaven,
they pray, firft for Peace, and then for Viétory
to there own Side, and particularly that it may
be gained without the Eftufion of much Blood on
either Side ; and when the Viétory turns to their
Side, they run in among their own Men to re-
ftrain their Fury; and if any of their Enemies fee
them, or callto them, they are preferved by that
Means: And fuch as can come fo near them as
to touch their Garments, have not only their
Lives, but their Fortunes fecured to them: It is
upon this Account that all the Nations round
about confider them fo much, and pay them fo

great Reverence, that they have been often no Ielfs
- able
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able to preferve their own People from the Fury
of their Enemies, than to fave their Enemies from
their Rage: TFor it has fometimes fallen out,
that when their Armies have been in Diforder,
and forced to fly, fo that their Enemies were
wnning upon the Sltaughter and Spoil, the Priefts
by interpofing, have ftop’d the fhedding of more
Blood, and have feparated them from one ano-
ther ; fo that by their Mediation, a Peace has
been concluded on very reafonable Terms; nor
is there any Nation about them fo fierce, cruel,
or barbarous, as not to look upon their Perfons as
facred and inviolable,

The firft and the laft Day of the Month, and of.
the Year, is a Feftival : They meafure their
Months by the Courfe of the Moon; and their
Years by the Courfe of the Sun: 'The firft Days
are called in their Language the Cynemernes, and
the laft the Trapemernes, which anfwers in our
Language to the Feftival that begins, or ends the
Seafon,

- They have magnificent Temples, that are not
only nobly bult, but are likewife of great Re-
ception :  Which is neceflary, fincethey have fo
few of them: ~They are a little 'dark within,
which flows not from any Error in the Archi-
teCture, but is done on Defign ; for their Priefts
think that too much Light diffipates the T houghts,
and that a more moderate Degree of it, both re-
colle&s the Mind, and raifes Devotion. Though
there are many different Forms of Religion a-
mong them, yet all thefe, how various foever,
agree in the main Point, which is the worfhipping
the divine Effence ; and therefore thereis nothing to
be feen or heardin their Temples, in which the

feveral Perfwafions among them may not agree;
for
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for every Se& performs thofe Rites that are pe-
culiar to it, in their private Houfes, nor is there
any Thing in the publick Worfhip, that contra-
dicls the particular ways of thofe different Sedks,
There are no Images for God in their Temples,.
fo that every one may reprefent him to his
'Thoughts, according to the Way of his Religion;
nor do they call this one God by any other
Name, but that of Mithras, which is the com-
mon Name by which they all exprefs the divine
Eflence, whatfoever otherwife they think it to be;
nor are there any Prayers among them, but fuch
as every one of ‘them may ufe without Pre-

judice to his own.Opinion, o
They meet in their Temples on the Evening
of the Feftival that concludes a Seafon: And not
having yet broke. their Faft, they thank God for
their good Succefs during that Year or Month,
which is thenat an end: And the next Day,
being that which begins the new Scalon, they mect
early in their Temples, to pray for the happy Pro-
grefs of all their- Affairs during that Period, upon
which they then enter. In the Feftival which
concludes the Period, before they go to the
Temple, both Wives and Children fall on their
Knees before their Husbands or Parents, and con-
fels every Thing in which they have either erred
or failed in their Duty, and beg pardon for it:
Thus all little Difcontents in Famulies are remo-
ved, that fo they: may offer up their Devotions
with a pure and ferenc Mind ; for they hold 1t 2
great Impiety to enter upon them with -difturbed
Thoughts; or when they are confcious to them-
felves that they bear Hatred or Angerin theu
Hearts: to any Perfon ; and think that they fhould
become liable to fevere Punifhments, if the;ig prf::1
| ume
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fumed to offer Sacrifices without cleanfing their
Hearts, and reconciling all their Differences, In
the Temples, the twe Sexes are {eparated, the
Men go to the right Hand, and the Women to the
left: And the Males and Females do all place
themfelves before the Head, and Mafter or Mif-
trefs of that Family to which they belong ; fo that
thofe who have the Government of them at home,
may fee their Deportment in Publick:  And they
intermingle them fo, that the younger and the
older may be fet by one another; for if the
younger dort were “all fet together, they would
perhaps trifle away that " Time too much, in which
they ought to beget in themfelves a moft religi-
ous Dread of the fupream Being, which is the
ereateft, and almott the only Incitement to Vir-
tue.

They offer up no living Creature in Sacrifice,
nor do they think it fuitable to the Divine Being,
from whofe Bounty it is that thefe Creatures have
derived their Lives, to take Pleafure in their
Deaths, or the offering up their Blood, They
burn Incenfe, and other {fweet Odours, and have
a, great Number of Wax Lights during their
Worfhip ; not out of any Imagination that fuch
Oblations can add any Thing to the Divine Na-
ture, for even Prayersdo not that; but as it is
‘a harmlefs'and pure way of worthipping God,
fo they think thofe fweet Savours and Lights, to-
gether with fome other Ceremonies, do, by a
fecret and unaccountable Virtue, elevate Men’s
douls, and inflame them with more Force and

Chearfulnefs during the Diving Worfhip,

T he
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" 'Fhe People appear all in the Temples in white
iGarments; but the Prieft’s Veftments are parti.
coloured ; both the Work and Celours are won-
‘derful: They-are made of no rich Materials, for
‘they are neither embroidered, nor fet with preci-
ous Stones, but are compofed of the Plumes of
feveral 'Birds, laid together with fo much Art,
and fo neatly, that the true Value of them is far
beyond the coftlieft Materials. "I'hey fay, thatin
‘the ordering and ‘placing thefe Plumhes, fome dark
‘Myfteries are reprefented, which pafs down
among their Priefts in a feeret Tradition con-
cerning them; and that they are as Hierogly-
phicks, putting' them in Mind of the Bleflings
‘that they have received from God, ahd of their
Duties, both to him and to their Neighbours. As
foon as the Prieft appears in thofe Ornaments,
they all fall proftrate on the Ground, with fo
much Reverence and fo deep a Silence, that fuch
as look on, cannot but be ftruck withit, as if it
were the Effe@ of the Appearance of a Deity.
After they have been for fome Time in this
Pofture, they all ftandup, upon a Sign given by
the Prieft, and fing fome Hymns to the Honour
of God, fome mufical Inftruments playing all
the while, Thefe are quite of another Form than
thofe that are ufed amongus: but, as many of
them are much fweeter than ours, {o others are
not to be compared to thofe that we have. Yet
in one Thing they exceed us much, which i,
that all their Mufick, both Vocal and Inftrumen-
tal, does fo imitate and exprefs the Paffions, and
is fo fitted to the prefent Occafion, whether the
Subject Matter of the Hymn is chearful, or made

to appeafe, or trouble, doleful, or angry; tltllz]l;
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the Mufick makes an Impreffion of that which is
reprefented, by which it enters deep intothe Hear-
ers, and does very much affetand kindle them..
When this is done, both Priefts and People offer
up very folemn Prayers to God ina fet Form of
Words ; and thefe are {fo compofed, that what-
foever is pronounced by the whole Aflembly,
may be likewife applied by every Man in parti-
cular to his own Condition; 1n thefe they acs
knowledge Ged to be the Author and Governor
of the World, and the Fountain of all the Good
that they receive ; for which they ofter up their
Thankfgiving to him ; and in particular, they
blefs him for his Goodnefs in ordering it fo, that
they are born under a Government that is the
happieft in the World, and are of a Religion
that they hope is the trueft of all others: But
if they are miftaken, and if there is cither a
better Government, or ‘a Reiigion more accep-
table to God, they implorc his Goodnefs to ict
them know 1it, vowing that they r-folve to fol-
low him whitherfoever lie icads them: But if their
Government is the beft, and their Religion the’
trueft, then they pray that he may lortify
them 1n 1t, and bring all the World, both to the
fame Rules of Life, and to the fame Opinions’
concerning himfelf ; wunlefs, according to the’
unfearchablenefs of his Mind, he ispleafed witha
Variety of Religions. Then they pray that God may-
give them aneafy Paflage at laft to himfelf; not-
prefuming to fet Limits to him, how early or-
late it fhould be; but if it may be wifhed for,’
without derogating from his Supream Authority;
they defire rather to be quickly delivered, and to
go to (od, though by the terribi:fc Sort of
Death, than to be detained long from feeing-him,

- 141
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in the moft profperous Courfe of Life poffible,
When this Prayer is ended, they all fall down
again upon the Ground, and after a little while
they rife up, and go home to Dinner; and fpend
the reft of the Day in Diverfion or Military Ex-
ercifes.

‘Thus have I defcribed to you, as particularly as I
could, the Contftitution of that Common-wealth,
which I do not only think to be the beft in the
World, but to be indeed the only Common-wealsh
that truly deferves that Name. In all other
Places, 1t 15 vifible, that whereas People talk of
a Common-wealth, every Man only fecks his own
Wealth ; but there where no Man has any Pro-
perty, all Men do zealoufly purfue the good of
the Publick : And indeed, itis no Wonder to
fee Men aé fo difterently, for in other Common-
wealths, every Man knows, that unlefs he pro-
vides for himfelf, how. flourtfhing foever the
Common-wealth may be, he muft die of Hunger;
fo that he fees the Neceflity of preferring his
own Concerns to the Publick; but i Utspia,
where every Man has a Right to every Thing,
they do all know, that if Care 1s taken to
keep the Publick Stores full, no private Man can
want any Thing; for among them there is no
unequal Diftribution, fo that no Man is poor,
nor inany Neceflity ; and though no Man has
any T hing, yet they are all rich ; for what can
make a Man fo rich, as to lead a ferene and
chearful Life, free from Anxieties; neither ap-
prehending Want himfelf, nor vexed with the
endlefs Complaints of his Wife? He is not a-
fraid of the Mifery of his Children, nor is he
contriving how to raife a Portion for his Daugh-

ters, but is fecure in this, that both he and his
B Witfe,
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Wife, his Children and Grand-Children, to as

many Generations as he can fancy, will all live,
both plentifully and happily, {ince among them
there is no lefs Care taken of thofe who were
ence engaged in Labour, but grow afterwards
unable to follow it, than thereis elfewhere for
thefe that continue flill at it. I would gladly
hear any Mdn compare the Juftice that is among
them, with that which is among all other Nati-
ons; among whom, may [ pertth, if 1 fee any
Thing that looks either like Juftice, or Equity;
for what Juftice is there in this, thata Nobleman,
a Goldfmith, or a Banquer, or any other Man,
that either does nothing at all, or at beft is em-
ployed in Thingsthat are of no Ufe to the Pub-
lick, fhould live in great Luxury, and Splendor,
upon that which is fo ili acquired ; and a2 mean
Man, a Carter, a Smith, or a Ploughman, that
works harder, even than the Beafts themfelves,
and is employed in Labours that arefo neceffary,
that no Common-wealth could hold out an Year
to. an end without them, can yet be able to earn
fo poor a Livelihood out of it, and muft lead fo
miferable a Life in it, that the Beafts Condition
is much better than theirs ?  For as the Beaftsdo
not work fo conftantly, fo they feed almoft as
well, and more pleafantly ; and have no Anxiety
about that which is to come, whereas thefe Men
are depreflfed by a barren and fruitlefs Employ-
ment, and are tormented with the Apprehenfions
of Want in theirold Age; f{ince that which they
get by their daily Labour, doesbut maintain them
at prefent, and is confumed as faft asit comes in ;
fo that there is no Overplus left them which they
€an lay up forold Age. .

s
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Is .not that Government both unjuft and un.’
grateful, that is fo prodigal of its Favours, to
thofe that are called Gentlemen, or Goldimiths,
or fuch others that are idle, or live either by Flat-
tery, or by contriving the Arts of vain Pleafure;
and on the other Hand, takes no Care of thofe
of 2 meaner Sort, fuch as Ploughmen, Colliers,
and Smiths, without whom it could not fubﬁ{’c:
But after the Publick has been ferved by them,
and that they tome to be opprefled with Age,
Sicknefs, and Want, all their Labours and the
good that they have done 1s forgotten; and all
the Recompence given them, 1is, that they are
left to die in great Mifery : And the richer Sort
are often endeavouring to:bring the Hire of La-
bourers lower; not only by their fraudulent Prac-
tices, but by the Laws which they procure to be

made to that Effeft: So that though it is a
Thing moft unjuft in it felf, to give fuch {mall

Rewards to thofe who deferve fo well of the Pub-
lick, yet they have giventhofe Hardihips the Name
and Colour of Jutice, by procunng Laws to be
made for regulating it,

'T'herefore I muft fay, that as 1 hope for Mercy,
I can have no other Notion of all the other Go-
vernments that I fee or know, than that they
are a Confpiracy of the richer Sort, who on Pre-
tence of managing the Publick, do only purfue
their private Ends, and devife all the Ways and
Arts that they can find out ; firft, that they may,
without Danger, preferve all that they have {o
ill acquired, and then, that they may engage the
poorer Sort to toil - and labour for them,: at as low
Rates as is poffible, and opprefs them as much as
they pleafe : Andif they can but prevail to get

thefe Contnv anCes eﬁabhﬂled by the thow of
publick
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publick Authority, which is confidered as the Re~
prefentative of the whole People, then they ar®
accounted Laws: And yet thele wicked Men af-
ter they have, by amoft infatiable Covetoufnefs, di-
vided that among themfelves,with which all the reft
might have been well fupplied, are far from that
Happinefs, that 1s enjoyed among the Usgpians :
For the Ufe as well as the Defire of Money being
extinguifhed, there is much Anxiety and great
Occafions of Mifchief cut off with it :  And who
does not fee that Frauds, Thefts, Robberies,

Quarrels, Tumults, Contentions, Seditions, Mur-
ders, Treacheries, and Witchcrafts, that are in-
deed rather punifhed than reftrained by the Se-
verities of Law, would all fall off, if Money
were not any more valued by the World? Mens
Fears, Solicitudes, Cares, Labours, and Watche
ings, would all perifh in the fame Moment, that
the Value of Money did fink: Even Poverty it
felf, for the Relief of which Money feems moft
neceffary, would fall, if there were no Money in
the World, Andin Order to the apprehending

this aright, take one Inftance,
, Confider any Year that-has been {o unfruitful,

that many thoufands have died of Hunger; and
yet if at theend of that Year a Survey were
made of the Granaries of all the rich Men that
have - hoarded up the Cern, it would be found
that there wasenough among them, to have pre-
vented all that Confumption of Men that pe-
rithed in that Mifery: And that 1f it had been
deftributed among them, none would have fel
the terrible EffeGts of that Scarcity ; fo eafy 2
Thing would it be to fupply all the Neceflitizs.of
Lite, if that blefled Thing called AZunep, that
is pretended to be invented for procuring it
| H WEIE
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were not really the only Thing that obftru@ed
1t,

I do no doubt but rich Men are fenfible of this,
and that they know well how mucha greater
Happinefs it were to want nothing that were ne-
ceflary, tbanto abound in many Superfluities ;
and to be refcued out of fo much Mifery, than
to abound with fo much Wealth: And I can-
not think but the Senfe ofevery Man’s Intereft,
and the Authority of Chrift’s Commands, who
as he was infinitely wife, and fo knew what was
beft, fo was not lefs good in difcovering it to us,
would have drawn all the World over to the
Laws of the Utopians, if Pride, that Plague of
Hhuman Nature, that 15 the Source of {fo much Mi-
{ery, did not hinder it ; which does not meafure
Happinefs {fo much by its own Conveniencies, 2
by the Miferies of others; and would not be fa-
tished with being thought a Gaddefs, if none
were left that were miferable, over whom fhe
might infult ; and thinks its own Happinefs fhines
the bnghter, by comparing it with the Misfor-
tunes of other Perfons; that fo by difplaying its
own Wealth, they may feel their Poverty the
amore fenfibly, Thisis that infernal Serpent that
creeps into the Breafts of Mortals, and poflefles
them too much to be eafily drawn out: And
therefore I am glad' that the Utopians have fallen
apon this Form of Government, in which I with
that ail the World could be fo wife as.to imitate
them: For they have indeed laid down fuch 2.
Scheme and Foundation of Policy, that as Men
hive happy under it, fo it 1s like to be of great
Continuance: For they having rooted out of the
Minds of their People, all theSeeds, both of Am-
~ hition and Fa&wn; there.is no Danger of any

: Commotions
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Commotions at Home: . Which alone has been
the Ruin of many OStates; that {eemed otherwife
to be well fecured; but as long as they live in
Peace at Home, and are governed by fuch good
Laws, the Envy of all their neighbouring Princes,
who have often attempted their Ruin, but in

vain, will never be able to put their State into
any Commotion or Diforder.

When Raphael had thus madeanend of fpeak-
ing, though many Things occurred to me, both
concerning the Manners and Laws of that People,
that feemed very abfurd, as well in their Way
of making of War, as in their Notions of Reli-
gion, and divine Matters; together with feveral
‘other Particulars, but chiefly that which {eemed
the Foundation of all the reft, their living in
common, withoutany Ufe of Money, by which
2l Nobility, Magnificence, Splendour, and Ma-.
jefty 5 which, according to the common Opini-
on, are the true Ornaments of 2 Nation, would
be quite taken away ; yet fince I perceived that
Raphael was weary, and I was not fure whether
he could eafily bear ContradiCtion in thefe Mat-
ters, remembring that he had taken Notice of
fome, who feemed to think that they were bound
in Honour for fupporting the Credit of their own
Wifdom, to find out fome Matter of Cenfure in:
all other Men’s Inventions, befides their own;
therefore 3 Ionly commended their Conftitution,
and the Account they had given of it in general ;.
and fo taking him by the Hand, I carried him to-
Supper;. and told him I would ind out fome other
Time for examining that Matter more particu-
farly, and for difcourfing more copioufly con-
cerning it; for which I wifh I may find a good
Opportunity. In the mean while, though I can-

not



140 Sit THOM AS MORE's, &,

- ot perfeltly agree to every Thing that was re-
lated by Raphacly yet there are many Things in
the Common-wealth of Uzspia,. that I rather wifh
than hope to fee followed in our Governments;
though it muft be confefled, that heis both 2
very learned Man,. and has had.a great Pradtice in
the World,




