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M, TALLEYRAND-PERIGORD,

LATE BISHOP OF AUTUN,

SIR,

Havine read with great pIeaTurc a pam-
phlet which you have lately publithed, I
dedicate this volume to you; to induce ydu to
reconfider the f{ubject, and maturely weigh
what I have advanced refpecting the rights
of woman and national education: and I
call with the firm tone of humanity;; for
my arguments, Sir, are dictated by a difin-
terefted fpirit—I plead for my fex—not for
myfelf. Independence I have long confi-
dered as the grand blefling of life, the bafis

of
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of every virtue—and independence I will

ever fecure by contracting my wants, though

T were to live on a barren heath.

It is then'an affeCtion for the whole hu-
man race that makes my pen dart rapidly
along to fupport what I believe to be the
caufe of virtue: and the fame motive leads
me earneftly to wifh to fee woman placed in
a ftation n which fhe would advance, in-
ftead of retarding, the progrefs of thofe glori-
ous principles that give a {ubftance to morality,
My opinion, indeed, refpecting the rights and
'dutles of woman, {eems to flow {o naturally
‘from thefe fimple principles, that I think it
.fcarcely poffible, but that fome of the en-

larged minds who formed your admirable con-

Aitution, will coincide with me,

In France there 15 undoubtedly a more ge-
neral diffufion of knowledge than in any part
of the European- world, and I attribute st, 1n

4 a great
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2 great meafure, to the focial intercourie which
has long {ubfifted between the fexces, Itis true,

I utter my fentiments with freedom, that in
France the very eflence of fenfuality has been
extracted to regale the voluptuary, and a kind
of {entimental luft has prevailed, which, to-
sether with the yftem of duplicity that the
whole tenour of their political and civil govern-
ment taught, have given a finiiter fort of fa
oacity to the French charader, properly
termed finefle; from which naturally flow a
polith of manners that mjures the fubftance,
by hunting fincerity out of fociety.~And,
modefty, the faireft garb of virtue! has been
more grofsly fulted in France than even in
England, tll thewr women have treated as
prudifh that attention to decency, which

brutes inftin&ively obferve, -

Manners and morals are fo nearly allied
that they have often been confounded; but,
though the former thould only be the natural

b refleGion
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refleCtion of the latter, yet, when various
caufes have produced fattitious aud corrupt
manners, Which are very early canght, mo-
rality becomes an empty name. The per-
{fonal referve, ;}nd facred refpet for cleanki-
nefs and delicacy m domeftic life, which
French women almoft defpife, arc the grace-
ful pillars of modefty; but, far from de-
{pifing them, if the pure flame of patrioti{m
have reached their bofoms, they fhould labour
to improve the morals of their fellow-citizens,
by teaching men, not only to refpedt mo-

defty in women, but to acquire it themfelves,

as the only way to merit their efteem.

Contending for the rights of woman, my
main argument 1s built on this fimple princi-
ple, that if fhe be not prepared by education
to become the companton of man, the will
ftop the progrefs of knowledee and virtue;
for truth muft be common to all, or 1t will he
mefficacious with refpet to its influence oﬁ

4 general
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general practice.  And how can woman be
expected to co-operate unlefs the kuow why
fhe outr to be virtucus! unlefs freedom
firch then her reafon till fhe comprehend
her datv, and fee m what manner it is con-
neiicd with her real good? If children are to
be educated to underftand the true- principle
of patriotifin, their mother muft be a patriot;
and the love of mankind, from which an
orderly train of virtues {pring, can only be
produced by confidering the moral and cwil
mtereft of mankind; but the education and

fituation of woman, at prefent, fhuts her

out from fuch mveftigations.

Tn this work I have produced many argu-
meénts, which tome were conclufive, to prove
that the prevailing notion refpeting a {exual
charater was fubverfive of morality, and I

have contended, that to render the human
body and mind more perfedt, chaftity muft

b2 more
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more univerfally prevail, and that chaftity
will never be refpected m the male world till
the perfon of a woman 1 not, as it were,
idolized, when little virtue or fenfe embellifh
it with the grand traces of mental beauty, or

the interefting fimplicity of affection.

Confider, Sir, difpaffionately, thefe obfer-

vations—~for a glimpfe of this truth {eemed to

open before vou when you obferved, ¢ that
¢ to {ce one half of the human race excluded

¢ by the other from all participation of go-
¢ vernment, was a political phznromenon
¢ that, according to abftract principles, it
« was impoffible to explam.” If fo, on what
does your conflitution reft? If the abfiract
rights of man will bear difcuffion and expla-
nation, thofe of woman, by a parity of reafon-
ing, will not fhrink from the fame teft: though
a different opinion prevails in this country,

built on the very arguments which you ufe to

juftify
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juftify the oppreffion of woman—preferip-

tion.

Confider, I addrefs you as a legiflator,
whether, when men contend for their free-

dom, and to be allowed to judge for them-

{elves refpecting their own happinefs, it be not
inconfiftent and unjuft to fubjugate women,

even though you firmly believe that you are

a&ing i1 the manner beft calculated to pro-

mote their happinefst Who made man the

exclufive judge, 1f woman partake with him

the aft of reafon !

In this ftyle, argue tyrants of every denomi-
nation, from the weak king to the weak fas
ther of a family; they are all eager to cruth
realon; yet always aflert that they ufurp 1ts
throne only tobe ufeful. Do you not acta fimi-

lar part, when you force all women, by deny-

ing them civil and political rights, to remain

jmmured in their families groping in the dark ?

b 3 for
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for furely, Sir, you will not affert, that a duty
can be binding which 15 not founded on rea-
fon? If indeed this be their deftination, arou-
ments may be drawn from realon : and thus au-
ouftly fupported, the more underftanding wo-
men acquire, the more they will be attached
to their duty—comprehending it—for unlefs
they comprehend it, unlefs their morals be
fixed on the fame unmutable principle as thofe
of man, no authority can’ make them dif-

charge it in a virtuous manner. They may

be convenient {laves, but {lavery will have its

conflant eftedt, degrading the mafter and the

abje®t dependent.

But, if women are to be excluded, with-

out having a voice, from a participation of

the natural nights of mankind, prove {irft, to

ward off the charge of injuftice and. incon-
fiftency, that they want reafon—elfe this
flaw m your NEW CONSTITUTION
will ever thew that man muft, in {fome fhape,

act
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a& like a tyrant, and tyranny, mn whatever
part of fociety it rears its brazen front, will

ever undermine morality.

I have repeatedly aflerted, and produced
what appeared to me irrefragable arguments
drawn from matters of fad, to prove my
afertion, that women cannot, by force, be
confined to domeftic concerns; for they
will, however ignorant, ntermeddle with
more weighty aitairs, negleting private du-
ties only to diftarb, by cunmny tricks, the

brdcrly plans of reafon which rife above

their comprehenﬁon.

Befides, whllt they are only made to ac-
quire perfonal accomplifhments, men will

feek for pleafure n-variety, and faithlefs huf-
bands will make faithlefs wives: fuch 19110~
rant beings, wdeed, will be very excufable
when, not taught to refpet public good, nor

b 4  allowed
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allowed any civil rights, they attempt to do

themfelves juftice by retaliation.

The box of mifchief thus opened in {ociety,

what 1s to preferve private virtue, the only

fecurity of public {rcedom and univerfal hap- .

pinefs?

Let there be then no coercion effablifhed
in {ociety, and the common Jaw of gravity
prevailing, the fexes will fall mto their pro-
per places.. And, now that more equitable

laws are forming your citizens, marriage

may become more facred: your young men
may choofe wives from motives of affection,

and your maidens ailow love to root out

vanity.

The father of a family will not then
weaken his confhitution and debafe his fen-

timents, by vifiting the harlot, nor forget, in

obeying
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obeying the call of appetite, the purpofe for
which it was implanted. And, the mother
will not neglet her children to pradtife the

arts of coquetry, when fenfe and modefty
{ecure her the friendfhip of her hufband.

But, till men become attentive to the duty

of a tather, 1t 15 vamn to expe&t women to
fpend that time in their nurfery which they,
“ wife n thewr generation,” choofe to {pend
at their glafs; for this exertion of cunning is
~only an inftiné of nature to enable them to
obtamn ndire@tly a little of that power of which
they are unjuftly dented a fhare: for, if wo-

men arc not permitted to enjoy legitimate

nghts, they will render both men and them-

{elves vicious, to obtain 1llicit privileges.

I wilh, Sir, to fet fome inveftigations of
this kind afloat in France; and fhould they

lcad to a confirmation of my principles, when

your
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your conftitution is revifed the Richts of
Woman may be refpeted, if it be fully proved
that reafon calls for this refped, and loudly

demands JUSTICE for one half of the hu-

man race,
I am, Sig,

Your’s refpectfully,

M. W,



ADVERTISEMENT.

Wz 1 began to write this work, I di-

videt it into three parts, fuppofing that one

volume would contam a full difcufﬁon of the
arguments which feemed to me to rife natu-
Al from afew fimple principles; but frefh
luftrations ocurring as 1 advanced, I now

prefent oniy the firft part to the public.

Many fubjects, however, which I have
curionly alluded to, call for particular nvef-
tigation, efpecially the laws relative to wo-
men, and the confideration of their peculiar

duties. Thele will furmth ample matter for
a {fecond volume, which in due time will be

publithed, to clucidate fome of the {entiments,

and complete many of the fketches begun m

the firft
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INTRODUCTION.

Arrer confidering the hiftoric page, and
viewing the lving world with anxious foli-

citude, the moft melancholy emotions of {or-
rowful indignation have deprefled my fpirits,
and I have fighed when obliged to confefs,
that either nature has made a great difference
‘between man and man, or that the civilization
which has hitherto taken place in the world
has been very partial. I have turned over va-
rious books written on the {ubjelt of educa-
tion, and patiently obferved the condut of

parents and the management of {chools; but
what has been the refult ?—a profound con-

viftion that the neglefted education of my
fellow-creatures is the grand fource of the
mifery 1 deplore ; and that women, in parti-
cular, are rendered weak and wretched by a
variety of concurring caufes, originating from
one hafty conclufion. The condu@ and
manners of women, in fact, evidently prove

B that
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that their minds are not 1 a healthy flate ;
for, like the flowers which are planted in
tco rich afoil, ftrength and vicfulnefs are
facrificed to beauty 5 and the flaunting leaves,
after having pleafed a fafidious eye, fade,
difregarded on the ftalk, long before the fea-
fon when they ought to have arnved at ma-
turity.—One caufe of this barren blooming
I attribute to a falfe {yftem of cducation,
aathered from the books written on this fub-
jet by men who, confidering females rather
as women than human creatures, have lbeen
morc anxious to make them alluring mf-
trefles than affeftionate wives and rational
mothers; and the underftanding of the fex
has been fo bubbled by this {pecious homage,
that the civilized women of the prefent cen-
tury, with a few exceptions, are only anxious
to npire love, when they ought to cherifh a
nobler ambition, and by their abihties and
virtues cxact refpet,

In a treatile, therefore, on female rights
and manners, the works which have been
particularly written for theiwr improvement
mult not be overlooked; efpecially when it
15 aflerted, in diret terms, that the minds
of women are enfecbled by falfe refinement ;

that
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that the books of mfirution, wntten by
men of genius, have had the fame tendency
as more frivolous productions; and that, n
the true {tyle of Mahometinifm, they are
treated 25 a kind of fubordmate bemgs, and
not as a part of the human fpecies, when
improveable reafon 15 allowed to be the digni-
fied diftinétion which raifes men above the
brute creation, and puts a natural fceptre m

a feeble hand.
Yet, becaufe T am a woman, I would not

lead my readers to fuppofe that I mean vio-
lently to agitate the contefted queftion re-
fpefting the equality or inferiority of the
fex; but as the {ubjed lies in my way, and
I cannot pafs it over without fubje@ing the
mamn tendency of my reafoning to mifcon-
ftrution, I fhall ftop a moment to deliver,
0 a few words, my opinion.—In the govern-
ment of the phyfical world it 15 obfervable
that the female in point of flrength s, in
gencral, inferior to the male,  This 15 the

law of nature; and it does not appear to be
fufpended or abrogated in favour of woman.

A degree of phyfical fuperiority cannot, there-
fore, be denied—and it is a noble preroga-
tive But not content with this natural pre-

B2 ChIIiCIICE,
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eminence, men endeavour to fink us fhil
lower, merely to render us alluring ob-
jets for a moment ; and women, intoxi-
cated by the adoration which men, under
the mfluence of their {enfes, pay them,
do not feck to obtan a durable intereft in

their hearts, or to become the friends of the
fellow creatures who find amufement in their

fociety.

I'am aware of an obvious nference :—from
every quarter havel heard exclamations agantt
malfculine women; but wherc are they to be

found ? If by this appellation men mean to
mveigh againft their ardour i hunting, thoot-

g, and gaming, I fhall moft cordially join
in the cry 5 but if 1t be againft the imitation

of manly vartues, or, more properly {peaking,
the attamment of thofe talents and virtues,
the exercife of which ennobles the human
charalter, and which raife females n the
fcale of animal being, when they are com-
prehenfively termed mankind ;—all thofe who
view them with a philofophic eye muft, I
thould think, with with me, that they may

every day grow more and more mafculine.
This difcuflion naturally divides the {ub-

jet. 1 fhall firft confider women in the

grand

.
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grand light of human creatures, who, 1n com-
mon with men, are placed on this earth to un-
fold their faculties;- and afterwards 1 fhall
more particularly pomt out their peculiar

defignation.
I with alfo to fteer clear of an error which

many refpetable writers have fallen into; for
the mftruéion which has hitherto been ad-
drefled to women, has rather been applicable
to Jades, if the little indireét advice, that is
{cattered through Sandford -and Merton, be
excepted ; but, addrefling my {ex in a firmer
tone, I pay particular attention to thofe in
- the middle clafs, becaufe they appear to be
in the moft natural ftate, Perhaps the feeds
of falfe-refinement, immorality, and vanity,
have ever becn fhed by the great, Weak,
artificial beings, raifed above the common
wants and affetions of their race, I a pre- -
mature unnatural manoer, undermine the
very foundation of virtue, and {pread corrup-
tion through the whole mafs of fociety ! As
2 clafs of mankind they have the flrongeft
claim to pity; theeducation of the rich tends

to render them vain and helplefs, and the

unfolding mind is not ftrengthened by the
praflice of thofe duties which dignify the hu-

B3 man
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man charalter—They only live to amufe
themfelves, and by the fame law which
naturc invariably produces certain eftecls, they

foon ouly afford barren amufement.
But a5, [ purpofe taking a feparate view of

the difterent ranks of ibcu.,l v, and of the mo-
ral charater of women, i each, this hint is,
for the prefent, fufhicient; and I have only
alluded to the fubject, becaufc it appears to
me to be the very eflence of an wtreduction
to give a curiory account of the contents of
the work 1t introduces.

My own fex, I hope, will excufe me, if 1
treat them like rational creatures, inftead of
attering their fafeinating graces, and view-
ing them as if they were in a ftate of perpe-
tual childhood, unable to ftand alone. T ear-
neftly with to point out i what true dignity
and human happinefs confifts—I wifh to per-
fuade women to endeavour to acquire {trength,
both of mind and body, and to convince them
that the foft phrafes, fufceptibility of heart,
delicacy of fentiment, and refinement of tafle,
are almoft fynonymous with cpithets of weak-
nefs, and that thofe beings who arc only the

objets of pity and that kind of love, which

has been termed its fifter, will foon become

objects of contempt,
5 Difmiffinz
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Difmifling thén thofe pretty feminine
phrafcs, which the men condefcendingly ufe
to foften our flavith dependence, and defpifing
that weak elegancy of mind, exquifite jeni-
bility, and -{weet docility of manners, fup-
pofed to be the {exual charaltenftics of the
weaker veflel, Twith to fhew that elegance
15 inferior to virtue, that the firlt object of
laudable ambition 1s to obtain a charader as a
human being, regardlefs of the diftintion of
fex; and that fecondary views fhould be
brought to this fimple touchftone.

This 15 a rough fketch of my plan; and
fhould I exprefs my convidtion with the ener-
aetic emotions that T fecl whenever I think of
the fubject, the diftates of cxperience and re-
flection will be felt by fome of my readers.
Animated by this important objedt, 1 fhall
difdain to cull my phrafes or polith my ftyle;
—I aim at bemg ufeful, and fincerity will
render me unafteCted ; for, withing rather to
perfuade by the force of my arguments, than
dazzle by the elegance of my language, 1
{hall not walte my time in rounding periods,
or 1 fabricating the turgid bambafkt of arti-
fictal feelmgs, which, coming from the head,

never reach the heart.—1 fhall be employed |
- B4 abont

.fhr
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about things, not words!—and, anxious to
render my fex more refpcctable members of
fociety, I fhall try to avoid that flowery dic-
tion which has flided from cffays into novels,
and from novels into familiar letters and con-
verfation.

Thefc pretty fuperlatives, dropping glibly
from the tongue, vitiate the tafte, and create
a kind of fickly delicacy that turns away
from fimple unadorned truth ; and a deluge
of falle fentiments and overftretched feel-
mes, {tifling the natural emotions of the
heart, render the domeftic pleafures mnfi-
pid, that ought to fwecten the exercife of
thofe {evere duties, which educate a rational
and 1mmortal being for a nobler field of ac-
rion.

The education of women has, of late, been
more attended to than formerly; yet they
are fhill reckoned a frivolous fex, and ndi-
culed or pitied by the writers who endeavour

by fatire or mftrution to improve them. It
1s acknowledged that they fpend many of the

firlt years of their lives i acquiring a finatter-
ing of accomphithments ; meanwhile ftrength
of body and mind are facnificed to libertine
notions of beauty, to the defire of cftablifh-

lllg
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ing themfelves,—the only way women can
rifc in the world,—by marriage. And this
defire making mere anumals of them, when
they marry they a& as fuch children may
be expedted to at :~-they drefs; they paint,
and nickname God’s creatures.—Surely thefe
weak beings are only fit for a feraglio !—
Can they be expected to govern a family with
judement, or take care of the poor babes
whom they bring into the world ¢

If then it can be fairly deduced from the
prefent conduct of the fex, from the preva-
lent fondnefs for pleafure which takes place
of ambition and thofe nobler pafions that
open and enlarge the {foul ; that the inftruion
which women have hitherto received has only
tended, with the confhtution of civil fociety,
to render them nfignificant objets of defire
—mere propagators of fools I—if 1t can be
proved that in aming to accomplith them,
without cultivating their underftandings, they
are taken out of their fphere of duties, and
made ridiculous and ufelefs when the fhort-
lived bloom of beauty 1s over*®, I prefume

* A lively writer, 1 cannot recolle® his name, afks

what bulinels women turned of forty have to do in the
world ?
that
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that ratronal men will excufe me for endea-
vouring to perfuade them to become more
mafculine and refpe&able.

Indeed the word mafcuhinesonlyabugbear:
there 1s little reafon to fear that women will
acquire too much courage or fortitude; for
their apparent mferiorty with refpe to bo-
dily ftreneth, muft render them, m fome de-
gree, acpendent on men 1n the various re-

Life; but why fhould it be m-
creafed by prejudices that aive a fex to vir-
tuc, and confound fimple truths with fenfual
reveries £

lations of I

Women are, 1n fact, fo much degraded
by mittaken notions of female excellence, that
I'do not mean to add a paradox when I affert,
that this artificial weaknefs produces a propen-
fity to tyrannize, and gives birth to cunning,
the natural opponent of ftrength, which leads
them to play off thofe contemptible nfantine
airs that undermine efteem even whilft they
excite defire,  Let men become more chafte
and modeft, and if women do not grow wifer
i the fame ratio, it will be clcar that they
have weaker underftandings. It {cems fearce-
ly neceflary to fay, that I now {peak of the
fex n general.  Many individuals have morc

fenfe
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fenfe than their male relatives; and, as
nothing preponderates where there 15 a
conftant {truggle for an equilibrium, with-
out it has naturally more gravity, fome wo-
men govern ther hufbands without degrad-
ing themielves, becaufe mtellect will always

gOVCI'I 1,
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CHAPD. L

THE RIGHTS AND INVOLVED 'DUTIES OF

MANKIND CONSIDERED,

I the prefent ftate of fociety 1t appears ne-
ceffary to go back to firft principles in fearch
of the moft fimple truths, and to difpute
with fome prevailing prejudice every mch of
ground. To clear my way, I muft be al-
lowed to afk fome plain queftions, and the
anfwers will probably appear as unequivocal
as the axioms on which reafoning is built ;
though, when entangled with various motives
of altion, they are formally contraditted, ci-
ther by the words or conduct of men.

In what does man’s pre-cminenge over the
brute creation confift ¢ The anfwer 15 as clear
as that a half 15 lefs than the whole; in
Xcafon.

What acquirement exalts one being above

another? Virtue; we {pontaneoufly reply.
For
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For what purpofe were the paffions im-
planted ¢ That man by ftrugeling with them
might attain a degree of knowledge denied
to the brutes; whifpers Experience.

Confequently the perfeQlion of our nature
and capability of happinefs, muft be eftimated
by the degree of reafon, virtue, and know-
ledge, that ditinguith the ndividual, and
diret the laws which bind fociety : and that
from the exercife of reafon, knowledge and
virtue naturally flow, is cqually undeniable,
if mankind be viewed collettively.

The nghts and duties of man thus fimpli-
fred, it feems almoft impertinent to attempt
to illuftrate truths that appear {o mcontro-
vertible ; yct fuch deeply rooted prejudices
have clouded reafon, and fuch {purious qua-
Iities have aflumed the name of virtues, that
1t 15 neceffary to purfue the courfe of reafon
asit has been perplexed and ivolved i error,
by various adventitious circumitances, com-
paring the fimple axiom with cafual de-
viatons.

Men, 1n general, fcem to employ their rea-
fon to juftify prejudices, which they have im-
bibed, they can fcarcely trace how, rather

than
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than to root them out. The mind muft be
ftrong that refolutely forms its own principles ;
for a kind of intellettual cowardice prevails
which makes many men fhrik from the tafk,
or only do 1t by halves. Yet the imperfe& con-
clufions thus drawn, are frequently very plau-
fible, becaufe they are built on partial expe-
rience, on juft, though narrow, views.

Going back to firft principles, vice fkulks,
with all its native deformity, from clofe mvef-
tigatioﬁ; but a {et of {hallow reafoners are
always exclaiming that thefe arguments prove
too much, and that a meafure roften at the
- core may be expedient. Thus expediency is
continually contrafted with fimple principles,
till truth 1s loft n a muft of words, virtue, in
forms, and knowledge rendered a founding
nothing, by the {pecious prejudices that af-
fume its name.

That the focietyis formed in the wifeft man-
ner, whofe conftitution s founded on the na-
ture of man, ftrikes, n the abftrad, every
thinking being fo forcibly, that it looks like
prefumption to endeavour to bring forward
proofs ; though proof muft be brought, or
the ftrong hold of prefcription will never be

forced by reafon; yet to urge prefeription as
C an
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an argument to jilﬁify the depriving men (or
women) of their natural rights, is one of the
abfurd {fophifms which daily infult common
fenfe.

The civilization of the bulk of the people
of Europe is very partial; nay, 1t may be
made a queftion, whether they have acquired
any virtues in exchange for innocence, equi-
valent to the mifery produced by the vices
that have been plaftered over unfightly 1on0-
rance, and the freedom which has been bar-

tered for fplendid flavery. The defire of
dazzling by riches, the moft certamn pre-emi-
nence that man can obtain, the pleafure of
commandng flattering {ycophants, and many
other complicated low calculations of doting
felt-love, have all contributed to overwhelm
the mafs of mankind, and make Lberty -
convenient handle for mock patriotifm,  For
whilft rank and titles are held of the ut-
moft importance, before which Genius ¢ muft
hide 1ts diminifhed head,” it 15, with a few
exceptions, very unfortunate for a nation
when a man of abilities, without rank or pro-
perty, pufhes himfelf forward to notice.—
Alas! what unhcard of mifery have thou-

fands fuffered to purchafe a cardinal’s hat for
al
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an intriguing obfcurc adventurer, who longed

to be ranked with princes, or lord it over

them by feizing the triple crown!
Such, indeed, has been the wretchednefs

that has flowed from hereditary honours,
riches, and monarchy, that men of lively

fenfibility have almoft uttercd blafphemy in
order to juftify the difpenfations of providence,
Man has been held out as independent of Ins
power who made him, or as a lawlefs planet
darting from its orbit to fteal the celeftial fire
of reafon ; and the vengeance of heaven, lurk-
ing in the {ubtile flame, like Pandora’s pent
- up mifchiefs, {ufficiently pumihed his teme-
rity, by introducing evil into the world.
Impreffed by this view of the mifery and
diforder which pervaded {ociety, and fatigued
with joftling againft artificial fools, Roufleau
became enamoured of folitude, and, betng at
the {fame time an optimift, he labours with
uncommon cloquence to prove that man was

naturally a {olitary ammal. Mifled by his
refpe for the goodnefs of God, who cer-

tainly—for what man of fenfe and feeling can

doubt it!—gave life only to communicate
happmefs, he confiders evil as pofitive, and
the work of man; not aware that he was

C 2 exalting
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exalting one attribute at the expence of ano-
ther, equally neccffary to divine perfection.

Reared on a falfe hypothefis s arguments
in favour of a ftate of nature are plaufible, but
unfound. I fay unfound ; for to aflert thata
ftate of nature is preferable to civilization,
in all its poflible perfection, 1s, 10 other words,
to arraign {upreme wifdom ; and the para-
doxical exclamation, that God has made all
things rght, and that error has been 1ntro-
duced by the creature, whom he formed,
knowing what he formed, is as unphilofophi-
cal as impious.

When that wife Being who created vs and
placed us here, faw the fair 1dea, he willed,
by allowing it to be fo, that the pafiions
thould unfold our reafon, becaufe he could
fee that prefent evil would produce future

good. Could the helplefs creature whom he
called from nothing break loofe from his pro-
vidence, and boldly learn to know good by
pradtifing evil, without his permifiion ! No.—
How could that encrgetic advocate for immor-
tality argue fo inconfiftently ? Had mankind
remained for ever in the brutal ftate of na-
ture, which even his magic pen cannot paint

2s a ftate in which a fingle virtue took root,
it
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'+ would have been clear, though not to the
{enfitive unrefledting wanderer, that man
was born to run the circle of life and death,
and adorn God's garden for fome purpofe
which could not eafily be reconciled with his
attributes.

But if, to crown the whole, there were
to be rational creatures produced, allowed to
rife in excellence by the exercife of powers
implanted for that purpofe; if benignity it
felf thought fit to call into exiftence a creature
above the brutes *, who could think and im-
prove himfelf, why fhould that ineftimable
oift, for a gift it was, if man was {o created
as to have a capacity to rife above the ftate in
which fenfation produced brutal eafe, be called,
in diret terms, a curfe? A curfe it might be
reckoned, if the whole of our exiftence were

bounded by our continuance in this world;
for why fhould the gracious fountain of life -
aive us paffions, and the power of reflecting,

* Contrary to the opinion of anatomifts, who argue by
analogy from the formation of the teeth, ftomach, and intef-
tines, Roufleau will not allow a man to be a carnivorous
ammal, And, carried away from nature by a love of fyftem,
he difputes whether man be a gregarious animal, though the
Jong and helplefs ftate of infancy feems to point him out as
particu]ar]y impclled to pair, the firft ftep towards herding.

C 3 only
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only to imbitter our days and infpire us with
miftaken notions of dignity? Why fhould
he lead us from love of ourfelves to the {ub-
lime emotions which the difcovery of his wif-
dom and goodnefs excites, if thefe feelings
were not et in motion to improve our nature,
of which they make a part #, and render us
capable of enjoying a more godlike portion of

happmefs? Firmly perfuaded that no evil
exifts in the world that God did not defign to

take place, I buld my belief on the perfec-
tion of God,

Roufleau exerts himfelf to prove thatall was

right originally: a crowd of authors that all
s now right: and I, that all will be right.

But, true to his firft pofition, next to a ftate
of nature, Roufleau celebrates barbarifm, and
apoftrophizing the fhade of Fabricus, he for-

* What would you fay to 2 mechanic whom you had de-
fired to make a watch to point out the hour of the day, if, to
fhew his ingenuity, he added wheels to make 1t a repeater,
&c, that perelexed the fimple mechanifm; fhould he urge,
to excule himfelf—had you not touched a certain fpring, you
would have known nothing of the matter, and that he fhould
have amufed himfclf by making an experiment without doing
you any barm: would you not retort fairly upon him, by
mfifting that if he had not added thofe needlefs wheels and
fprings, the accident could not have happened ?

gcts
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oets that, in conquering the world, the Ro-
mans never dreamed of eﬁabh[hmg their own
liberty on a firm bafis, or of extending the
reign of virtue,  Tlager to {upport his {yltem,
he figmatizes, as vicious, every cflort of ge-
nius; and, uttering the apotheofis of favage
virtues, he exalts thofe to demi-gods, who
were fcarcely human—the brutal Spartans,
who, in defiance of juftice and gratitude, fa-
crificed, 1 cold blood, the flaves who had
fhewn themfelves heroes to refcue their op-
preflors.

Difgufted with artificial manners and vir-
tues, the citizen of Geneva, nftead of pro-
perly fifting the fubject, threw away the
wheat with the chaff, without waiting to
mquire whether the evils which his ardent
foul turned from mdignantly, were the con-
fequence of civilization or the veftiges of bar-
barifm, He faw vice trampling on virtue,
and the femblance of goodnefs taking place
of the reality; he faw talents bent by power
to {inifter purpofes, and never thought of
tracing the gigantic mifchicf up to arbitrary
power, up to the hereditary diftincions that
clath with the mental {uperiority that natu-
rally raifes a man above his fellows. EHe did

C 4. not
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not perceive that regal power, in a few genes
rations, introduces idioti{m intothe noble ftem,
and holds out baits to render thoufands idle
and vicious,

Nothing can fet the regal chara@er in
a more contemptible point of view, than
the various crimes that nave elevated men to
the {upreme dignity.—Vile intrigues, unna-
tura] crimes, and eyery vice that degrades our
nature, have been the fteps to this diftin-
ouifhed eminence; yet millions of men have
{upinely allowed the nervelefs limbs of the

pofterity of fuch rapacious prowlers to reft
| quietly on their enfanguined thrones ¥,

What but a pefhilential vapour can hover

over fociety when 1its chief direCtor is only
inftru&ted m the nvention of crimes, or the
ftupid routine of childith ceremonies? Will
men never be wife {—will they never ceafe to
expect corn from tares, and figs from thiftles?

It 1s impofible for any man, when the moft
favourable circumftances concur, to acquire
{ufficient Lnowledﬂe and {trength of mind
to difcharge the dutles of a km , entrufted

with uncontrou]ed powcr, how rhen muft

* Could there be a greater infult offered to the rights of

man than the beds of jultice inFrance, when an infant was
prade the organ of the deteflable Dubois!

thcy
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they be violated when his very elevation is
an infuperable bar to the attamment of ei-
ther wifdom or virtue; when all the feelings

of a man are ftifled by flattery, and reflection
fhut out by pleafure! Surely it is madnefs
to make the fate of thoufands depend on the
caprice of a weak fellow creature, whofe
very ftation finks him meceflarsly below the

meanef} of his fubje&ts ! But one power fhould
not be thrown down to exalt another—-for all
power inebriates weak man; and its abufe
proves that the more equality there is efta-
blithed among men, the more virtue and hap-
pinefs will reign in fociety.  But this and any
fimilar maxim deduced from fimple reafon,
raifes an outcry—the church or the ftate 1s
in danger, if faith in the wi{dom of anti
quity is not 1mplictt ; and they who, roufed
by the ficht of human calamity, dare to at-
tack human authority, are reviled as defpifers
of God, and enemies of man, Thefe are
bitter calumnies, yet they reached one of the
beft of men *, whote afhes ftill preach peace,
and whole memory demands a refpectful

paufe, when fubjedts arc difcufled that lay
fo near his heart.

* Dr, Price,
After
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Afterattacking the facred majefty of Kings,
I fhall {carcely excite furpnife by adding
my firm perfuafion that every profeffion, n
which great {ubordination of rank confti-
tutes its power, is highly injurious to mo-
rality,

A ftanding army, for inftance, 15 mcom-
patible with freedom ; becaufe fubordination
and nigour are the very finews of military
difcipline 5 and defpotifn 15 neceflary to give
vigour to enterprizes that one will diredts.
A {pirit mfpired by romantic notions of ho-
nour, a kind of morality founded on the
fathion of the age, can only be felt by a few
officers, whillt the main body muft be
moved by command, like the waves of the
fea; for the ftrong wind of authority pufhes
the crowd of fubalterns forward, they
{carcely know or care why, with hcadlong
fury.

Befides, nothing can be fo prejudicial to
the morals of the inhabitants of country
towns as the occafional refidence of a fet of
dle fuperficial young men, whofe only oc-
cupation 15 ¢allantry, and whofe polithed
Manners render vice more dangerous, by

coiicealing it dcformity under oAy Orla-

mental
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mental drapery. An air of fafhion, which
is but a badge of flavery, and proves that the
{oul has not a {trong individual charalter,
awes {imple country people into an imitation
of the vices, when they cannot catch the {lip-
pery graces, of politenefs. Lvery corps 1s a
chain of defpots, who, {ubmitting and ty-
rannizing without exercifing their reafon,
become dead weights of vice and folly on the

community., A man of rank or fortune,
fure of rifing by intereft, has nothing to do
but to purfue fome extravagant freak ; whilft
the needy gentleman, who is to rife, a5 the
phrafe turns, by his merit, becomes a fefe
vile parafite or vile pander.

Sailors, the naval gentiemen, come under
the fame defcription, only their vices affume
a different and a groffér caft. They are
more pofitively indolent, when not difcharg-
ing the ceremonials of their ftation ; whilft
the infignificant fluttering of foldiers may be
termed altive 1dlenefs. More confined to

the fociety of men, the former acquire a fond-
nefs for humour and mifchievous tricks:
whilft the latter, mixing frequently with
well-bred women, catch a fentimental cant,
—but mind is cqually cut of the queftion,

whether
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whether they ndulge the horfe-laugh, or
polite fimper,

May I be allowed to extend the compari-
{ort to 2 “profeflion where more mind 15 cer-
tainly to be found; for the clergy have {u-
perior opportunitics of :mprovement, though
fobordination almoft equally cramps their fa-
cultics? The blind {ubmiffion impofed at
college to forms of belief ferves as a novi-
tinte to the curate, who muft oblequioufly
refpe the opinion of his rector or patron,
if he mean to rife m us profeffion. Per-
haps there cannot be a more forcible contraft
than between the {ervile dependent gait of a
poor curate and the courtly micn of a bifhop,
And the refpedt and contempt they infpire
render the difcharee of their fcparate func-

= (@
tions equally uielefs.

It 15 of great importance to obferve that
the charalter of every man is, in fome de-
oree, formed by his profeffion. A man of
{enfe may only have a caft of countenance
that wears oft as-you trace his wdividuality,
whillt the weak, common man has {carcely
ever any character, but what belongs to the
body; at leaft, all his opmions have been fo
fteeped 1 the vat confecrated by authority,
that



RIGHTS OF WOAMAN., "9

that the faint fpirit which the grape of hus
own vine vields cannot be diftinguifhed.

Socicty, therefore, a5 1t becomes morc en-
lightened, thould be very carcful not to efta-
blith bodies of men who muft neceffarily be
made foolith or vicious by the very conftitu=
tion of their profefion. ,

In the infancy of fociety, when men were
jult emerging out of barbari{m, chiefs and
priefts, touching the moft powerful {prings
of favage condut, hope and fear, muit have
had unbounded {way., An aritocracy, of
courfe, is naturally the firft form of govern-
ment. But, clafhmg interefts {oon lofing
their equipoife, a monarchy and hierarchy
break out of the confulion of ambitious
ftrugoles, and the foundation of both s fe-
cured by feudal tenures.  This appears to be
the origin of monarciical and prieftly pdwer,
and the dawn of cwihzation, But fuch
combuftible materials cannot long be pent
up; and, getting vent in foreign wars and -
teftine infurrections, the people acquire fome
power in the tumult, which obliges their
rulers to glofs over their opprediion with a thew
of nght. Thus, as wars, agriculture, com-

Q ,
. merce,
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merce, and literature, expand the mind,
defpots are compelled, to make covert corrup-
tion hold faft the power which was formerly
fuatched by open force . And this baneful
Jurking oengrenc 15 moft quickly {pread by
luxury and fuperftition, the fure dregs of
ambition. ‘The indolent puppet of a court
firft becomes a luxurious monfter, or fafti-
dious fenfualift, and then makes the conta-
eion which his uanatural ftate {pread, the
mftrument of tyranny. |

It 1s the peftiferous purple which renders
the progrefs of civilization a curfe, and warps
the underftanding, till men of fenfibility
doubt whether the expanfion of intellect
produces a greater portion of happmefs or
mifery. But the nature of the poifon points
out the antidote; and had Roufleau mount-
ed one ftep higher mn his veftigation, or
could his eye have pierced through the fogg
atmofphere, which he almoft difdained to

¥ Men of abilities fcatter feeds that grow up and have
a great influence on the forming opinion; and when once
the public opinion prcponderates, through the exertion
of reafon, the overthrow of arbitrary power is not very
diftant,

breathe,
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breathe, his adtive mind would have darted
forward to contemplate the perfeCtion of man
in the eftablithment of true civilization, in-
ftead of taking his ferocious flight back to the

night of fenfual 1gnorance,

CHAP.
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CHAP. 1L

THE PREVAILING OPINION OF A SEXVAL

CHARACTER DISCUSSED.

To account for, and excufe the tyranny of
man, many ingenious arguments have been

brought forward to prove, that the two fexes,
in the acquirement of virtue, ought to aim at
attaining a very different charalter: or, to
fpeak explicitly, women are not allowed to
have fufficient ftrength of mind to acquire
what really deferves the name of virtue. Yet
it thould feem, allowing them to have {ouls,
that there is but one way appomnted by. Pro-
vidence to lead mankmd to either virtue or
happinefs.

If then women are not a {warm of
cphemeron triflers, why fhould they be
kept in ignorance under the fpecious name .
of innocence? Men complamn, and with

f

reafon, of the follics and caprices of our
fex, when they do not keenly fatinze
our headftrong paffions and groveling vices.

~-~Behold,
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~—Behold, T thould anfwer, the natural ef-
fe&t of ignorance! The' mind will ever be

unftable that has only prejudices to reft on,
and the current will run with deftruive

fury when there are no barriers to break its
force,  Women are told from their infancy,
and taught by the example of their mothers,
that a little knowledge of human weaknefs,

jultly termed cunning, {oftnefs of temper,
ontward obedience, and a fcrupulous atten-

tion to a puerile kind of propriety, will ob-
tain for them the proteCtion of man; and
fhould they be beautiful, every thing elfe is

needlefs, for, at leaft, twenty years of their
hives.

Thus Milton deferibes our firt frail mo-

ther; though when he tells us that women
are formed for {oftnefs and fweet attractive

grace, 1 cannot comprehend his meaning,
unlefs, in the true Mahometan ftrain, he meant
to deprive us of fouls, and infinuate that we
were beings only defigned by fweet attracs
tive grace, and docile blind obedience, to gra-
tify the fenfes of man when he can no longer
foar on the wing of contemplation.
How grofsly do they infult vs who thus ad-

vile us only to render ourfelves gentle, domettic

D brutes!
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brutes! For inftance, the winning {oftnefs fo

warmly, and frequently, recommended, that
governs byobeying. What childithexprefhons,
and how infigntficant is the being—can 1t be an

immortal one? who will condefcend to go-
vern by fuch finifter mcthods! ¢ Certainly,’
fays Lord Bacon, ¢ man is of km to the
¢ beafts by his body; and if he be not of kin
‘ to God by his {pirit, he 1s a bafe and 1gno-
¢ ble creature!” Men, indeed, appear to e
to ad in a very tnphilofophical manner when
they try to {ecure the good condu@ of wo-
men by attempting to keep them always in a
ftate of childhood. Roufleau was more con-
fiftent when he withed to ftop the progrefs
of reafon m both fexes, for if men eat of the
tree of knowiedge, women will come in for

a tafte; buty from the imperfedt cultivation
which their underftandings now receive, they

only attain a knowledge of evil.

Children, I grant, fhould be mnocent;
but when the epithet is applied to men, or
women, it is but a civil term for weaknefs.
For if 1t be allowed that women were def-

tined by Providence to acquire human virtues,
and by the exercife of their underftandings,

that ftability of chara®er which is the firmeft
4 ground
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gtound to reft our future hopes upon, they
muft be permitted to turn to the fountamn of
light, and not forced to fhape their courfe by
the twinkling of a mere fatellite. Mil
ton, T grant, was of a very different opinion
for he only bends to the mdefeafible right of
beauty, though 1t would be difficult to ren-
der two paflages which I now mean to
contraft, confiftent, But into fimilar incon-
fiftencies are great men often led by their

{enfes.

¢ To whom thus Eve with perfec? beanty adorn’ds
¢ My Author and Difpofery what thou bidft

¢ Unargued 1 obey; fo God ordains;

¢ God is thy law, thon mine: to know no more
¢ Is Woman's happieft knowledge and her praife,*

Thefe are exa@ly the arsuments that1 have
ufed to children; but I have added, your
reafon is now gaining ftrength, and, till it ar-
nves at fome degree of maturity, you muft
look up to me for advice—then you ought to
think, and only rely on God,

Yet in the following lines Milton feems to
concide with me; when he makes Adam
thus expoftulate with his Maker,

¢ Halt thou not made me here thy {ubftitute,
¢ And thefe inferioz far beneath me fet?
Da ¢ Among
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¢ Among rnequals what focicty

¢ Can fort, what harmony or true delizht /

¢ Which muft be mutual, in proportion due

¢ Giv’n and receiv’d; but in difparity

¢ The one intenle, t.e other {hill remifs

¢ Cannot well fuit with cither, but foon prove
¢ Tedious alike: of fellnwfbip 1 fpeak

¢ Such as I feek, fit to participate

¢ All rational delight—

In treating, therefore, of the manners of
women, let us, difregarding fenfual argu-
ments, trace what we fhould endeavour to
makethemin order to co-operate, if the expref-
fion be not too bold, with the fupreme Being.

By mdividual education, I mean, for the
{fenfe of the word is not precicly defined,
{fuch an attention to a child as will flowly,
fharpen the fenfes, form the temper, regu-
Jate the paflions as they begin to ferment,
and {et the underftanding to work before the
body arrves at maturity; fo that the man

may only have to proceed, not to begin, the
important tafk of learming to think and reafon.

To prevent any mifconftruttion, 1 muft
add, that I do not behieve that a private edu-

cation can work the wonders which {ome
fanguime writers have attributed to it. Men
and women muft be educated, in a great

degree, by the opinions and manners of the
| fociety
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{ociety they live in. In every age there has
been a ftream of popular opinion that has
carried all before it, and given a family cha-
racter, as it were, to the century, It may
then fairly be inferred, that, till {ociety be
differently conftituted, much cannot be ex-
peCted from education, It 15, however, fuf-
ficient for my prefent purpofe to affert, that,
whatever efte@ circumftances have on the
abilitics, every being may become virtuous
by the exercife of its own reafon; for if but
onc being was created with vicious inclina-
tions, that is pofitively bad, what can fave us

from atheifm ¢ or 1f we worfhip a God, 1s not
that God a devil ?

Confequently, the moft perfe& education,
i my opinion, 15 fuch an exercife of
the underftanding as 15 beft calculated to
ftrengthen the body and form the heart.  Or,

in other words, to enable the individual to
attain {uch habits of virtue as will render it
independent. In falt, it is a farce to call any
bemg virtuous whofe virtues do not refult
from the exercife of its own reafon. This
was Roufieau’s opinion refpeting men: 1 ex-
tend 1t to women, and confidently affert that

they have been drawn out of their fphere by
falfe refinenfent, and not by an endeavour to

D 3 acquire
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acquure mafculine qualities.  Still the regal
homage which they receive is fo intoxicat=
ing, that till the manners of the times are
changed, and formed on more reafonable prin-
ciples, 1t may be impoflible to convince them
that the illegitimate power, which they ob-
tain, by degrading themfclves, is a curfe,
and that they muft return to nature and equa-
lity, if they with to {ecure the placid fatif-
fattion that unfophifticated affetions im-
part, But for this epoch we muft wait
—wait, perhaps, till kings and nobles, en-
lightened by reafon, and, preferring the real
dignity of man to childith ftate, throw off
their oaudy hereditary trappings: and if then
women do not refign the arbitrary power of
beauty—they will prove that they have /f
mind than man,

I may be accufed of arrogance; fhll I muft
declare what I firmly believe, that all the writ-
ers who have written on the fubje@ of fe-
male education and manners from Roufleau
to Dr, Gregory, have contributed to render
women more artificial, weak chara&ers, than
they would otherwife have been; and, con-
{equently, more ufelefs members of fociety,
I might have exprefled this convition in a
lower key; but I'am afrad 1t would have

| been
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‘been the whine of affetation, and not the
faithful expreffion of my feelings, of the clear
refult, which experience and reflettion have
led me to draw. When I come to that divi~
fion of the {ubject, T fhall advert to the paf-
fages that 1 more particularly difapprove of,
in the works of the authors I have juft dlluded
to; but it 15 firlt necefary to obferve, that

my objeftion extends to the whole purport of
thofe books, which tend, in my opiion, to
degrade one half of the human {pecies, and
render women plealing at the expence of
every folid virtue.

Though, toreafon on Roufleau's ground, if
man did attain a degree of perfe@ion of mind
when his body arrived at maturity, it might be
proper, 1n order to make 2 man and his wife
one, that fhe thould rely entirely on his under-
ftanding; and the graceful 1wy, clafping the
oak that fupported 1t, would form a whole
- m which ftrength aud beauty would be equally
confpicuous.  But, alas! hufbands, as well
as their helpmates, are often only overgrown
children; nay, thanks to carly debauchery,
{carcely men 1 their outward form—and if
the blind lead the blind, one need not come

from heaven to tell us the confequence.
D4 Many
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Many are the caufes that, i the prefent
corrupt ftate of fociety, contribute to enflave
women by cramping their underftandings and
fharpening their fenfes. One, perhaps, that
filently does more mifchief than all the reft,
1s their difregard of order.

To do every thing in an orderly manner,
15 a molt important precept, which women,
who, generally fpeaking, receive only a dif-
orderly kind of education, feldom attend to
with that degree of exatnefs that men, who
from their infancy are broken nto nethod,
obferve. 'This negligent kind of guefs-work,
for what other epithet can be ufed to point
out the random exertions of a {ort of wftinc-
tive common fenfe, never brought to the teft
of reafon ? prevents their generalizing matters
of fat—fo they do to-day, what they did
yefterday, merely becaufe they did it yef-
terday.

This contempt of the underftanding in
early life has more baneful confcquences than
iscommonly fuppofed ; for the little knowledge
which women of {trong minds attain, is, from
various circumitances, of a more defultory
kind than the knowledge of men, and it 1s

acquired more by fheer obfervations on real
life,
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life, than from comparing what has been n-
dividually obferved with the refults of ex-

perience generalized by {peculation,  Led
by their dependent fituation and domeftic
employments more into fociety, what they
Jearn 1s rather by {natches; and as learning is
with them, in general, only a fecondary thing;
they do not purfue any one branch with that
perfevering ardour neceflary to give vigour to
the faculties,and clearnefstothejudgment. In
the prefent ftate of fociety, a little learning is
required to fupport the charatter of a gentle-
man; and boys are obliged to {fubmit to a
- few years of difcipline.  But 1n the education
of women, the cultivation of the underftand-
ing 15 always fubordinate to the acquirement
of fome corporeal accomphfhment; even
while enervated by confinement and falfe no-
tions of modefty, the body 1s prevented from
attaning that grace and beauty which relaxed
half-formed limbs never exhibit,  Befides, 1n
youth thewr faculties are not brought forward
by emulation; and having no ferious {cien-
tific ftudy, 1f they have natural fagacity it is
turned too foon on life and manners. They
dwell on effets, and modifications, without
tracing them back to caufes; and complie

cated
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cated rules to adjuit behaviour are a-weak
fubftitute for fimple principles,

As a proof that education gives this appear-
ance of weaknefs to females, we may inftance
the example of mulitary men, who are, like
them, fent into the world before their minds
have been ftored with knowledge or fortified
by principles.  The confequences are fimilar ;
foldiers acquire a little {uperficial knowledge,
{natched from the muddy current of conver-
fation, and, from continually mixing with
fociety, they gain, what is termed a know-
ledge of the world; and this acquaintance
with manners and cuftoms has frequently
been confounded with a knowledge of the
human heart. But can the crude fruit of
cafual obfervation, never brought to the teft
of judement, formed by comparing {pecula-
tion and experience, deferve fuch a diftnc-
tion ? Soldiers, as well as women, practife
the minor virtues with puncilious politenefs.
Where is then the fexual difference, when
the education has been the fame? All the
difference that I can difcern, anfes from the
{uperior advantage of hiberty, which enables
the former to {ee more of life.

It 1s wandering from my prefent {ubject,

pethaps,
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perhaps, to make a political remark 5 but, as
it was produced naturally by the train of my
refle@ions, 1 fhall not pafs it filently over.

Standing armies can never confift of refos
lute, robuft men; they may be well difci-
plined machines, but they will feldom con-
tain men under the influence of ftrong paf-
fions, or with very vigorous faculties, And
as for any depth of underftanding, I will ven-
ture to affirm, that 1t 1s as rarely to be found
in thearmy as amongft women ; and the caufe,
I maintain, 15 the fame. It may be further
obferved, that officers are alfo particularly
- attentive to their perfons, fond of dancing,
crowded rooms, adventures, and ndicule ¥,
Like the fair {ex, the bufinefs of their lives 1s
aallantry,—They werc taught to pleafe, and
they only live to pleafe. Yet they do not
lofe their rank 1 the difin&ion of fexes, for
they are fhll reckoned fuperior to women,
though 1 what their {uperority confifts, be-
yond what I have juft mentioned, it is difficult
to difcover.

4

The great musfortunc is this, that they

* Why fhould women be cenfured with petulant aeri-
mony, becaufe they feem to have a paflion for a fearlet coat?
Has not education placed them more ¢n a level with fol-
diers than any other clafs of men ? |

voth



a4 VINDICATION OF THE

both acquire manners before morals, and a
knowledge of life before they have, from re-
fleltion, any acquaintance with the grand ideal
outline of human nature. The confequence
3s natural; {atisfied with common nature, they
become a prey to prejudices, and taking all
thetr opnions on credit, they blindly {ubmit to
authonity.  So that, if they have any fenfe, it
s a kind of inftin¢tive glance, that catches pro-
portions, and decides with refpect to manners;
but fails when arguments are to be purfued
below the {urface, or opinions analyzed.
May not the fame remark be applied to
women! Nay, the arcument may be car-
ried {tll fusther, for they are both thrown
out of a wufeful flatton by the unnatu-
ral ditinttions eftablithed in civilized life,
Riches and hercditary honours have made
cyphers of women to give confequence to
the numerical figure 5 and idlenefs has pro-
duced a misture of gallantry and defpotifm
into fociety, which leads the very men who
are the flaves of their miftrefles to tyrannize
over their fiflers, wives, and dau ohters, This
~ 1s only keeping them 1n rank and file, 1t 1s
true. - Strengthen the female mind by enlarg.
mg it, and there will be an end to blind
obedience ; but, as blind obedience 15 ever

fought
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fought for by power, tyrants and fenfualifts
are in the right when they endeavour to keep
women in the dark, becaufe the former only
want {laves, and the latter a play-thing,
The fenfualift, indecd, has been the moft
dangerous of tyrants, and women have been
duped by their lovers, as princes by their mi-
nifters, whilft dreaming that they reigned
over them.

I now principally allude to Roufleau,
for his charater of Sophia 15, undoubtedly,

a captivating one, though 1t appears to me
erofsly unnatural; however it is not the
{uperftrutture, but the foundation of her
charalter, the principles on which her edu-
cation was built, that I mean to attack; nay,
warmly as I admire the genius of that able
writer, whofe opinions I fhall often have oc-
cafion to cite, mdignation always takes place
of admiration, and the ngid frown of nfulted
virtue  effaces the fmile of complaceney,
which his eloquent periods are wont to raife,
when I read his voluptuous reveries, Is

this the man, who, in his ardour for vir-
tue, would banifh all the foft arts of peace,

and almoft carry us back to Spartan difct
pline? Is this the man who delights to paint
the ufeful ftruggles of paffion, the tnumphs

of
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of good difpofitions, and the heroic flights
Wthh carry the glowing foul out of 1t(elf s
~How are thefe mlghty {entiments lowered
when he defcribes the pretty foot and enticing
airs of -hus little favourite ! But, for the pre-
fent, I wave the {ubject, and, mftead of fe-
verely reprehending the tranfient effufions of
overweening fenfibility, I fhall only oblerve,
that whoever has caft a benevolent eye on
{ociety, muft often have been gratified by the

fight of humble mutual love, not dignified
by fentiment, or ftrengthened by a unton in
intelle&tual purfuits,  The domeftic trifles
of the day have afforded matters for cheerful
converfe, and mnocent carefles have foftened
toils which did not require great exercife of
mind or ftretch of thought : yet, has not the
fight.of this moderate felicity excited more
tendernefs than refpedt ! An emotion fimilar
to what we feel when children are playmg,
or animals {porting ¥, whilft the contempla-

tion

* Similar feelings has Milton’s pleafing picture of para-
difiacal happinefs ever raifed in my mind; yet, inftead of
envying the lovely pair, I have, with confcious dignity, or
Satanic pride, turned to hell for fublimer objelts. In the
fame ftyle, when viewing fome noble monument of human
art, I have traced the emanation of the Deity in the order I
admired, till, defcending from that giddy height, I have
caughit mylclf contemplating the grandelt of all human
fights ;
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tion of the noble ftruggles of fuffering merit
has raifed admiration, and carried our thoughts
to that world where fenfation will give place
to reafon.

Women are; therefote, to be confidered
either as moral beings, or {o weak that they
muft be entirely fubjected to the fuperior
faculties of men,

Let us examine this queftion. Roufleaw
declares that a woman thould never, for 3

moment, feel herfelf independent, that fhe
fhould be governed by fear to exercife her
natural cunning, and made a coquetifh {lave
in order to render her a more alluring objet
of defire, a fweeter companion to man, when-
ever he choofes to relax himfelf. He carries
the arsuments, which he pretends to draw
from the ndications of nature, fhll further,
and mfinuates that truth and fortitude, the
corner ftones of all human virtue, fhould be
cultivated with certain reftrictions, becaufe,

with refpedt to the female character, obe-
dience 15 the grand leflon which ought to
be imprefled with wnrelenting rigour..

What nonfenfe! when will a great man
arife with {ufficient ftrength of mind to puff

fights ;—for fancy quickly placed, in fome {olitary recefs, an
outcalt of fortune, rifing fuperior to paffion and difcontent,

away
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away the fumes which pride and fenfuality
have thus {pread over the fubject ! If women
are by nature nferior to men, their virtues
mult be the fame m quality, if not m de-
grec, or virtue 1s a relative 1dea; confe-
quently, toeir conduct fhould be founded on

the fame principles, and have the {ame aim,
Connelted with man as daughters, wives,

and mothers, their moral charalter may be
eftimated by thetr manner of fulfilling thofe
fimple duties ; but the end, the grand cnd of
their exertions thould be to unfold their own
faculties and acquire the dignity of confcious
virtue. They may try to render their road
pleafant ; but ought never to forget, i com-
mon with man, that hfe yields not the feli
city which can fatisfy an immortal foul, I
do not mean to infinuate, that either fex
thould be fo loft in abftra refleftions or dif-
tant views, as to forget the affeCtions and
dutics that lie before them, and are, 1n truth,
the means appointed to produce the fruit of
life; on the contrary, I would warmly re-
commend them, cven while I aflert, that they
afford moft fatisfation when they are confi-
dercd i their true, {ober hight.

Probably the prevailing opinion, that wo-

man was crcated for man, may have taken

P 1fs
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its rife from Mofes’s poctical ftory; yet, as
very few, it is prefumed, who have beftowed
any ferious thought on the {ubject, ever {up-
pofed that Eve was, literally fpeaking, one
of Adam’s ribs, the deduction muft be al-
lowed to fall to the ground; or, only be fo
far admitted as it proves that man, from the
remoteft antiquity, found it eonvenient to
exert his ftrength to {ubjugate his compa-
nion, and his nvention to fhew that fhe
ought to have her neck bent under the yoke,
becanife the whole creation was only created
for his convenience or plealure.

Iet it not be concluded that I with to in-
vert the order of things; I have already
oranted, that, from the confhitution of their
bodies, men {eem to be defigned by Providence
to attain a greater degree of virtue. [ fpeak
collectively of the whole fex ; but I fee not
the fhadow of a reafon to conclude that their
virtues thould differ n refpet to their nature,
In fa&, how can they, if virtue has only one
eternal ftandard ? I muft therefore, if I reafon
confequentially, as ftrenvonfly maintain that
they have the fame fimple diretion, as that
there 1s a God,

E | It
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It follows then that cunning fhould net
be oppofed to wifdom, little cares to great
exertions, or infipid foftnefs, varmithed over
with the name of gentlenefs, to that forti-
tude which grand views alone can infpire.

I fhall be told that woman would then lofe
many of her peculiar graces, and the opinion
of a well known poet might be quoted to res
fute my unqualified aflertion.  For Pope has
faid, in the name of the whole male {ex,

¢ Yet ne'er fo fure our paffion to create,
¢ As when fhe touch’d the brink of all we hate.’

In what light this fally places men and
women, [ fhall leave to the judicious to de-

termine ; meanwhile I fhall content myfelf
with obferving, that I cannot difcover why,
unlefs they are mortal, females fhould al-
ways be degraded by being made fubfervient
to love or luft.

Tofpeak difrefpeétfully of love is, 1 know,
high treafon againt fentiment and fine feel.
ings; but I wifh to fpeak the fimple language

of truth, and rather to addrefs the head than
the heart, To endeavour to reafon love out:

of the world, would be to out Quixote Cer-

6 vantes,.
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vantes, and equally offend again{t common
fenfc; but an endeavour to reftrain this tumul-
tuous paffion, and to prove that 1t {hould not
be allowed to dethrone fuperior powers, or to
ufurp the feeptre which the underftanding
fhould ever coolly wield, appears lefs wild.

Youth is the feafon for love in both fexes;
but in thofe days of thoughtlels enjoyment
provifion fhould be made for the more im-
portant years of life, when reflettion takes
place of {enfation. But Rouffeau, and moft
of the male writers who have followed his
fteps, have warmly inculcated that the whole
tendency of female education ought to be
dirc&ted to ome point :—to render them
pleafing.

Let me reafon with the fupporters of this
opinion who have any knowledge of human
nature, do they imagine that marriage can
eradicate the habitude of life? The woman
who has only been taught to pleafe will foon
find that her charms are oblique {unbeams,
and that they cannot have much effet on
her hufband’s heart when they are {een every
day, when the fummer 1s pafled and gone.
Will the then have {ufficient native energy to
look nto herfelf for comfort, and cultivate

E 2 her
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her dormant faculties? or, 1s 1t not more
rational to expedt that fhe will try to pleafe
other men; and, in the emotions raifed by
the expeQtation of new conquefts, endeavour
to forget the mortification her love or pride
has received? When the hufband ceafes to
be a lover—and the time will inevitably come,
her defire of plealing will then grow Janguid,
or become a fpring of bitternefs; and love,
perhaps, the molt evanefcent of all paffions,
aives place to jealouly or vanity.

I now fpeak of women whoare reftramned by
principle or prejudice; fuch women, though
they would fhrink from an intrigue with real
abhorrence, yet, neverthelefs, with to be con-
vinced by the homage of gallantry that they are
cruclly negletted by their hufbands; or, days
and weeks are {pent 1n dreaming of the happi-
nefs enjoyed by congenial fouls till their health
16 undermined and their {pirits broken by dif-
content, How then can the great art of
pleafing be {uch a neceflary ftudy? it 1s only
ufeful to a miftrefs; the chafte wife, and
ferious mother, fhould only confider her power
to pleafe as the polith of her virtues, and the
affection of her hufband -as onc of the com-
forts that render her tafk lefs difficult and

2 her
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her life happier.—But, whether fhe be loved
or negledted, her firft wifh thould be to make
herfelf refpectable, and not to rely for all her
happinefs on a being fubject to-like infirmi-
ties with herfelf.

The worthy Dr. Gregory fell into 4 fimi-
lar error. I refpect his heart; but entirely
difapprove of his celebrated Legacy to his
Daughters.

He advifcs them to cultivate a fondnefs for
drefs, becaufe a fondnefs for drefs, he afferts,
1s natural to them, I am unable to compre-
hend what either he or Roufleau mean, when
- they frequently ufe this mdefinite term, If
they told us that in a pre-exiftent {tate the
foul was fond of drefs, and brought this incli-
nation with it into a new body, I thould
liften to them with a half {imile, as 1 often do
when 1 hear a rant about mnate c]egance.-—-@
But if he only meant to fay that the excreife
of the faculties will produce this fondnefs=-
I deny 1t.—It 15 not natural; but arifes, like
falfe ambition 1n men, from a love of power,

Dr. Gregory ooes much further; he ac-
tuall'y recommends diflimulation, and advifes
an innocent girl to give the lic to her feclings,
and not dance with fpirit, when gaiety of

g heart
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heart would make her feet eloquent without
making her geftures immodeft. In the name
of truth and common {enfe, why fhould not
one woman acknowledge that fhe can take
more exercife than another? or, mn other
words, that fhe has a found conftitution ; and
why, to damp 1nnocent vivacity, 1s fhe darkly
to be told that men will draw conclufions
which fhe little thinks of *—Let the libertine
draw what mference he pleafes but, I hope,
that no{enfible mother will reftrain the natural
franknefs of youth by inftilling fuch indecent
cautions.  Out of the abundance of the heart
the mouth fpeaketh; and a wifer than Solo-
mon hath faid, that the heart {hould be made
clean, and not trivial ceremonies obferved,
- which it is not very difficult to fulfl with
fcrupulous exatnefs when vice reigns 1 the
heat,
~ Women ought to endeavour to purify their
heart; but can they do fo when their uncul-
tivated underftandings make them entirely
dependent on their {enfes for émployment and
amufement, when no noblc purfuit fets them
above the little vamtxes of the day, or enables
them to curb the wild emotions that agitate
2 reed over which every pafling breeze has

poweri
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powcr? To gain the affeions of a virtuous

man is affe®ation neceflary? Nature has .

glven woman a weaker frame than man; but,
to enfure her hufband’s affections, muft a wife,
who by the exercife of her mind and body
whilft fhe was difcharging the duties of a
daughter, wife, and mother, has allowed her
conflitution to retain its natural ftrength, and
her nerves a healthy tone, is the, I fay, tocon.

defcend to ufeart and feign a fickly delicacyin
ordertofecure her hufband’saffe@tion? Weak-
nefs may excite tendernefs, and gratify the ar.

rogant pride of man; but the lordly careffes
of a protector will not gratify a noble mind
that pants for, and deferves to be refpe&cd:
Fondnefs is a poor fubftitute for friendfhip !

In a feraglio, I grant, that all thefe arts
are neceflary; the epicure muft have his pé.-
late tickled, or he will fink into apathy; but
have women {o little ambition as to he fatif+
fied with fuch a condition? Can they {upinely
dream hfe away n the lap of pleafure, or the
languor of wearinefs, rather than aflert their
claim to purfue reafonable pleafures and rendeg
themfelves confpicuous by pra&ifing the vir-
tues which dignify mankind? Surely fhe hag
pot an immortal {oul who can logter life away

E 4 merely
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merely employed to adorn her perfon, that
fhe may amufe the languid hours, and {often

the cares of a fellow-creature who is willing
to be enlivened by her Imiles and- tricks,
when the ferious bufinefs of hfe 1s over.
. Befides, the woman who ftrengthens her
‘body and exercifes her mind will, by manag-
ing her family and prattifing various virtues,
become-the friend, and not the humble de-
pendent of her hufband ; and if the, by pofs
fefling fuch fubftantial qualities, merit his re-
-~ gard, fhe will not find it neceffary to conceal
her affection,’ fior to pretend to an unnatural
coldnefs of conttitution to excite her hufband’s
pafhons. - In fal, if we revert to hiftory, we
fhall find that the women who have diftin.
cuithed them{elves have neither been the moft
beautiful nor the moft aentle of their fex,
Natyre, or, to fpeak with {rié propriety,
God, has madeall things right; but man has
fought him out many inventions to mar the
~work, I now allude to that part of Dr. Gre-
oory’s treatife, where he advifes a wife never
to let her hufband know the extent of her
fenfibility or affetion. Voluptuous precau-
tion, and as mefteGtual as abfurd.—Love,
from 1ts very nature, muft be tranfitory. To

{eck
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{eek for a fecret that would render it cone
{ftant, would be as wild a fearch as for the
philofopher’s {tone, or the grand panacea:
and the difcovery would be equally ufelefs,
or rather pernicious, to mankind, The moft
holy band of fociety is friendfhip. It has been
well faid, by a fhrewd fatinift, ¢¢ that rare as
true love is, true friendthip is fhll rarer,”
This is an obvious truth, and the caufe
not lying deep, will not elude a flight glance
of nquury. |
Love, the common paffion, in which
chance and {enfation take place of choice and
reafon, 1s, in fome degree, felt by the mafs
of mankind; for it is not neceflary to {peak,
at prefent, of the emotions that rife above or
fink below love. This pafhon, naturally -
creafed by {ufpenfe and difficulties, draws
the mind out of 1ts accuftomed ftate, and ex-
alts the afteCtions; but the fecurity of mar-
riage, allowing the fever of love to {ubfide, a
healthy temperature 15 thought infipid, only
by thofe who have not fufficient intellett
to {ubftitute the calm tendernefs of friend-
fhip, the confidence of refpe®, inftead of
blind admiration, and the fenfual emotions

of fondnefs,
This
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This is, muft be, the courfe of nature,
—friendfhip or ndifference mevitably fuc-
ceeds love.—And this conftitution {eems per-
feQtly to harmonize with the fyftem of go-
vernment which prevails i the moral world,
Paffions are {purs to action, and open the
mind; but they fink into mere appetitcs, be-
come a perfonal and momentary gratification,
when the obje&t is gained, and the fatisfied
mind refts .in enjoyment. The man who
had fome virtue whilft he was ftruggling for
a crown, often becomes a voluptuous tyrant
when it graces his brow ; and, when the
lover is not loft i the hufband, the dotard,
a prey to childith caprices, and fond jealou-
fies, necle@s the ferious duties of life, and
the carefles which fhould excite confidence 121
his children are lavithed on the overgrown

child, his wife,

In order to fulfil the duties of life, and to
be able to purfue with vigour the various em-
ployments which form the moral character, a
mafler and muftrefs of a family ought not to
continue to love each other with paffion, 1
mean to fay, that they ought not to indulge
thofe emotions which difturb the order of
lociety, and engrofs the thoughts that fhould

be
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be otherwife employed. The mind that has
never been engrofled by one objett wants vi-
oour—if it can long be {o, 1t 15 weak.

A miftaken education, a narrow, unculti-
vated mind, and many {exual prejudices, tend
to make women more conftant than men;
but, for the prefent, I fhall not touch on this
branch of the fubjet. 1 will go fhll further,

and advance, without dreammg of a paradox,

that an unhappy marriage is often very advan-
tageous toa family, and that the negleted
wife 15, In general, the beft mother, And
this would almoft always be the confequence
if the female mind were more enlarged: for,
it feems to be the common difpenfation of
Providence, that what we gzin in prefent en-
joyment fhould be deducted from the treafure
of life, expertence; and that when we are
gathering the flowers of the day and revelling
i pleature, the folid fruit of toil and wifdom
fhould not be caught at the fame time, The
way hes before us, we muft turn to the right
or left; and he who will pafs life away 1n
bounding from one pleafure to another, muft

not complan if he acquire neither wifdom nor
refpectability of character.

Suppofing,
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Suppofing, for a moment, that the foul i
not immortal, and that man was only created
for the prefent fcene,—I think we fhould
have reafon to complain that love, infanting
fondnefs, ever grew 1nfipid and palled upon
the fenfe. Let us eat, drink, and love, for
t0-MOITOW  We die, would be, n fa&, the
- language of reafon, the morality of kife; and
who but a feol would part with a reality for a
flecting fhadow ! But, if awed by obferving
the improbable powers of the mind, we dif-
dain to confine our withes or thoughts to fuch
a comparatively mean field of action; that
only appears grand and 1mportant, as 1t s
connetted with a boundlefs profpedt and {ub-
lime hopes, what neceflity is there for falfe-
hood n conduét, and why muft the facred
majelty of truth be violated to detaina de-
ceitful good that faps the very foundation of
virtue! Why muft the female mind be tainted

by coquetifh arts to gratify the fenfualift, and
prevent love’ from fubfiding nto {riendfhip,
or compafionate tendernefs, when there are

not qualitics on which friendfhip can be built ?
Iet the honeft heart thew itlelf, and reafon

teach paffion to {ubmit to necefiity; or, let
the
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the digntfied purfuit of virtue and knowledge
raife the mind above thole emotions which
rather imbitter than {weeten the cup of life,
when they are not reftrained within due

bounds.
1 do not mean to allude to the romantic

paffion, which 15 the concomitant of genius.
—Who can chp its wing? But that grand
palhon not proportioned to the puny enjoy-
ments of life, is only true to the fentiment,
and feeds on itfelf.  The paffions which have
been celebrated for their durability have al-
ways been unfortunate. ‘They have acquired

ftrength by abfence and conftitutional me-
lancholy.—The fancy has hovered round

1 form of beauty dimly feen—but familiarity
might have turned admiration into difoutt;
or, at -leaft, mto indifference, and allowed
the imagination Jeifure to flart freth game,
With perfe® propriety, according to this
view of things, docs Roufleau make the mif-
trefs of his foul, Eloifa, love St. Preux, when
hife was fading before her; but this is no proof
of the immortality of the paffion.

Of the fame complexion 1s Dr. Gregory’s
advice refpecting delicacy of fentiment, which
he advifes a woman not to acquire, if {he have
determined to marry, ‘This determination,

however,
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however, perfely confiftent with his former
advice, he calls mdelicate, and earneftly pes-
{uades his daughters to conceal 1t, though it
may govern their conduct:—as if 1t were in-
delicate to have the common appetites of hu-
man nature.

Noble morality! and confiftent with the '
cautious prudence of a little {oul that cannot
extend its views beyond the prefent minute di-
vifion of exiftence, If all the faculties of wo-
man’s mind are only to be cultivated as they
refpect her dependence on man; if, when a
hufband be obtained, {he havearrived ather goal,
and meanly proud refts fatishied with fuch a pal-
try crown, let her crovel contentedly, fcarcely
raifed by her employments above the animal
kingdom; but, if, ftraggling for the prize of
her high calling, the look beyond the prefent
{cene, let her cultvate her underftanding
without ftopping to confider what charalter
the hufband may have whom the 1s deftined
to marry. Let her only determine, without
being too anxious about prefent happinefs, to
acquire the qualities that ennoble a rational
being, and a rough inelegant hufband may
thock ber tafte without deftroying her peace
of mind.  She will not model her foul to fuit

the



RIGHTS OF WOMAN. 63

the frailties of her companion, but to bear
with them: his charadter may be a trial, but
not an impediment to virtue. '
If Dr. Gregory confined his remark to
romantic expe@ations of conftant love and
congenial feclings, he (hould have recollefted
that experience will banith what advice can ne-
ver make us ceale to with for, when the ima-
gtnation s kept alive at the expence of reafon.
[ own it frequently happens that wo-
men who have foftered a romantic vanatural
delicacy of feeling, wafte their * lives in zma-
gining how happy they fhould have been with
a hufband who could love them with a fervid.
ncreafing affeGtion every day, and all day.
But they might as well pime married as fingle
—and would not be a jot more unhappy with
a bad hufband than longing for a good one,
That a proper education; or, to fpeak with
more precifion, a well ftored mind, would
enable a woman to {upport a fingle life with
digmty, 1 grant; but that fhe fhould avoid
cultivating her tafte, left her hufband fhould
occafionally thock it, is quitting a fubftance

for a fhadow. To fay the truth, I do not
know of what ufe is an improved tafte, if

* For example, the herd of Novelifts,

the
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the ndividual be not rendered more inde-
pendent of the cafualties of life; if new
fources of enjoyment, only dependent on the
{olitary operations of the mind, are not opencd,
People of tafte, married or fingle, without
diftinétion, will ever be difgufted by various
things that touch not lefs obferving minds.
On this conclufion the argument muft not
be allowed to hinge; but in the whole {um
of enjoyment is tafte to be denominated a
blefling ¢

The queftion 15, whether 1t procures moft
pain or pleafure! The anfwer will decide
the propriety of Dr. Gregory’s advice, and
fhew hew abfurd and tyrannic it 1s thus to lay
down a {yftem of flavery; or to attempt o
educate moral beings by any other rules than
thofe deduced from pure reafon, which apply
to the whole fpecies.

Gentlenefs of manners, forbearance and
long-fuffering, are fuch amiable Godlike
qualities, that in fublime poctic ftramns the
Deity has been mvefted with them; and,
perhaps, no reprefentation of his goodnefs {o
f{trongly faftens on the human affeCtions as
thofe that reprefent him abundant in mercy

and willing to pardon.  Gentlenefs, con-
fidercd
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deted 1n this point of view, bears on 1ts front
all the chara&eriftics of grandeur, combined
with the winning eraces of condelcenfion ; but
what a diffcrent afpet it affumes when 1t is
the fubmiffive demeanour of dependence, the
fupport of weaknefs that loves, becaufe 1t
wants protection; and is forbearing, becaule 1t
muft fileutly endure injuries; {miling under
the lath at whichit darenot fnarl. Abject as this
piture appears, it is the portrait of an accom-
plithed woman, according to the received
opinion of female excellence, feparated by
fpecious reafoners from human excellence,
Or, they * kindly reftore the nb, and make
one moral being of a man and woman; not for-
octting to gve her all the ¢ {ubmflive charms.’

How women are to exift in that {tate where
there is to be neither marrying nor @wing in
marriage, we are not told.  Ior though mo-
ralifts have agreed that the tenor of life feems

to prove that man is prepared by various cir-
cumftances for a future (tate, they conftantly
concur in advifing woman only to provide for
the prefent. Gentlenefs, docility, and a fpa-
niel-like affeCtion are, on this ground, con-
fiftently recommended as the cardinal virtues

% Vide Roufleau, and Swedenborg,
F of
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of the fex; and, difrearding the arbitrary
cconomy of nature, one writer has declared
that 1t 15 mafculine for a woman to be melan-

choly, She was created to be the toy of
man, his rattle, and 1t muft jingle m s ears

whenever, dilmifling reafon, he chooles to
be amuied.

To recommend gentlenefs, indeed, on a
bread bafis 15 ftrictly philofophical. A frail
bemng thould labour to be gentle.  But when
forbearance confounds right and wrong, 1t
ceales to bea virtue; and, however conve-
nient 1t may be found n a companion—that
companion will ever be confidered as an wfc-
rior, and only ifpire avapid tendernefs, which
ealily devencrates into contempt, Still, if
advice could really make a being gentle,

whofe natural difpofition admitted not of
fuch a fine polith, fomething towards the

advancement of order would be attained; but
if, as might quickly be demonftrated, only af-
fectation be produced by this indifcriminate
counel, which throwsa ftumbling-block inthe
way of gradual improvement, and true melio-
- ration of temper, the {ex 1s not much benefit-
ed by facrificing folid virtues to the attaimment
of fuperficial graces, though for a few years

3 | they
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théy may procure the individuals regal
fivay.

As a philofopher, 1read with wdignation
the plaufible epithets which men ufe to foften
their infults; and, as a moralift, T atk what
is meant by fuch heterogeneous affociations,
as fair defefts, amiable weaknefles, &c.?
If there be but onecriterion of morals, but one
archetype for man, women appear to be {uf-

pended by deftiny, according to the vulgar tale
of Mahomet’s coffin; they have neither the

‘unerring inftin& of brutes, nor are allowed
to fix the eye of reafon on a perfedt model,
They werc made to be loved, and muft not
aim at refpedt, left they thould be hunted out
of focicty as mafculine.

But to view the {ubje& 10 another point of

view. Do paffive indolent women make the
 Deft wives? Confining our difcufhion to the
prefent moment of exiftence, let us fee how
fuch weak creatures perform theéir part? Do
the women who, by the attainment of a few
fuperficialaccomplifhments, have ftrengthened
the prevailing prejudice, merely contribute to
the happinefs of their hufbands? Do th'ey dif-
play their' charms merely to amufe them?
And have women, who have early imbibed

¥ notions
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notions of paflive obedience, {ufficient cha-
ratter to manage a family or educate children !
So far from it, that, after furveying the hif-
tory of woman, [ cannot help, agrecing with
the fevereft fatinft, confidering the fex as
the weakeft as well as the moft opprefled
half of the fpecies.  What does hiftory dif-
clofe but marks of nferiority, and how few
women have emancipated .themfelves from
the galling yoke of {overeign man —So few,
that the exceptions remind me of an ingeni-
ous conjecture refpeting Newton: that he
was probably a being of a fuperior order, ac-
eidently caged 1n a human body.  Following
the {ame tram of thinking, I have been led to
imagine that the few extraordinary women
who have ruthed in eccentrical direGions out
of the orbit prefenbed to their fex, were male
{pirits, confined by miftake in female frames,
But if it be not philofophical to think of fex
when the foul is mentioned, the inferiority
mult depend on the organs; or the heavenly
fire, which 15 to ferment the clay, is not
given in equal portions.

- But avoiding, as I have hitherto done,
any direct comparifon of the two fexes col
lectively, or frankly acknowledging the in-

ferionty
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feriority of woman, according to the prefent
appearance of things, 1 fhall only infift that
men have increafed that nferionty il wo-
men are almoft funk below the flandard of
rational creatures. et their faculties have
room to unfold, and their virtues to gain
ftrength, and then determine where the
whole {fex muft {tand in thé intelletual {cale.
Yet let it be remembered, that for a fmall
number of diftinguifhed. women I do not afk
a place.

It 1s dithcult for us purblind mortals to fay
to what height human difcoveries and 1m-
provements may arnve when the gloom of def-
potifm fubfides, which makes us ftumble at
every ftep; but, when morality fhall be fet-
tled on a more folid bafis, then, without be-
ing gifted with a prophetic {pint, I will ven-
ture to predick that woman will be either the
friend or flave of man. We fhall not, as at
prefent, doubt whether fhe 1s a moral agent,
or the link which umtes man with brutes.
Buf, fhould 1t then appear, that like the
brutes they were principally created for the
ufe of man, he will let them patiently bite
the bridle, and not mock them with empty
praife; or, thould their rationakity be proved,

F 3 he
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he will hot impede their improvement merely
to gratify his fenfual appetites. He will not,
with all the eraces of rhetoric, advife them to
fubmit implicitly their underftanding to the
guidance of man. He will not, when he
treats of the education of women, affert that
they ought never to have the free ufe of rea-
fon, nor would he recommend cunning and
diffimulation to bemngs who are acquiring, m
like manner as himiclf, the virtues of hu-
manity.

Surely there can be but one rule of nght,
if morality has an ecternal foundation, and
whoever {acrifices virtue, finctly fo called,
to prefent convenience, or wholfe duty it is to
aét n {uch a manner, lives only for the pafl-
g day, and cannot be an accountable
creature.

The poct then fhould have dropped his
fncer when he fays,

“ The ftars are more in fault than they,”

For that they are bound by the adamantine
chain of deftiny 1s moft certain, 1f it be proved

that they are never to exercife their own rea-
fon, never to be mdependent, never to rife

above
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above opiion, or to feel the dignty of a
rational will that only bows to God, and often
forgets that the univer(e contains any being
but itlcif and the model of perfedtion to
which 1ts ardent gaze s turned, to adore attri-

butes that, {oftencd mto virtues, may be imi-
tated 1n kind, though the degree overwhelms

the enraptured mind.

If, Ifay, for I would not imprefs by de-
clamation when Reafon offers her {ober light,
if they be really capable of adting like rational
creatures, let them not be treated like flaves;
or, like the brutes who are dependent on the
reafon of man, when they aflociate with him;
but cultivate their minds, gwve them the fa-
lutary, {ublime curb of principle, and let them
attain confcious dignity by fecling themfelves
only dependent on God.  Teach them, in
common with man, to fubmit to necefiity,
inftead of ¢iving, to render them more pleals

me, a fex to morals. |

Further, fhould cxperience prove that they
cannot attain the fame degree of firength of
mind, perfeverance, and fortitude, let their
virtues be the fame n kind, though they may
vainly ftrugele for the fame degree; and the

fuperiority of man will be equally clear, 1f not
I 4 clearers
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clearer; and truth, as it 1s a fimole principle,
which admits of no modification, would be
common to both.  Nay, the order of {ociety
as 1t 1s at prefent regulated would not be in-
verted, for woman would then only have the
rank that reafon affigned her, and arts could
not be practifed to bring the balance even,
much lefs to turn it.

Thefe may be termed Utopian dreams.—
Thanks to that Bemg who 1mprefled them
on my foul, and gave me {ufficient ftrength
of mind to dare to exert my own reafon, till,
becoming dependent only on him for the {up-
port of my virtue, I view, with wdignation,
the miftaken notions that enflave my fex.

I love man as my fellow ; but his fcepter,
real, or ulurped, extends not to me, unlefs
the reafon of an individual demands my ho-
mage; and even then the {ubmiflion is to rea-
fon, and not to man, In fa&, the conduét of
an accountable bemng muft be regulated by the
operations of 1ts own reafon; or on what
foundation refls the throne of God?

It appears to me neceflary to dwell on thefe
obvious truths, becaufe females have been
infulated, as it were; and, while they have
been ftripped of the virtues that thould clothe

| humanity,
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humanity, they have been decked with artif-
cial graces that enable them to exercife a fhort-
lived tyranny. Love, 1n their bofoms, taking
place of evcry nobler pathon, their fole ambi-
tion & to be fair, to raife emotion inftead of
inipising refpect; and this ignoble defire, hke
the tervility in abfolute monarchies, deftroys
all ftrength of charater.  Liberty is the mo-
ther of virtue, and if women be, by their
very conftitution, {laves, and not allowed to
breathe the fharp invigorating aw of free-
dom, they muft ever langmth like exotics,
and be reckoned beautiful flaws n nature.

As to the argument refpeting the fubjec-
tion in which the fex has ever been held, 1t
retorts on man. I he many have always been
enthralled by the few; and monfters, who
fcarcely have thewn any difcernment of hu-
man excellence, have tyrannized over thou-
fands of their fellow-creatures. Why have
men of fuperiour endowments {ubmitted to -
{uch degradation? For, 1s it not umverfally
acknowledged that kings, viewed collettively,
have ever been nferior, i abilities and virtue,
to the fame number of men taken from the
common mafs of mankind—yet, have they
not, and are they not ftill treated with a de-

gl'CC
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gree of reverence that is an infult to reafon?
China is not the only country where a living
man has been made a God, Men have {ub-
mitted to fuperior ftrength to cnjoy with
impunity the pleafure of the moment——avo-
men have only done the fame, and therefore
till it 1s proved that the courtier, who fer-
vilely refigns the birthright of a man, is not
a moral agent, 1t cannot be demonftrated that
wonan 1§ effentially inferior to man becaufe
fhe has always been {ubjugated.

Brutal force has hitherto governed the
world, and that the {cience of politics 15 m
its infancy, is evident from philofophers {cru-
pling to give the knowledge moft ufeful to
man that determinate diftintion,

I fhall not purfue this arcument any fur-
ther than to eftablifh an obvious mference,
that as found politics diffufe hiberty, man-
kiid, wcluding woman, will become more
wife and virtuous.

C H A P1
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CHAP. IIL

THE SAME SUBJECT CONTINUED,

Bobivy ftrength from being the diftinction
of heroes 1s now f{unk nto {fuch unmerited
contempt that men, as well as women, feem
to think it unneceflary: the latter, as it takes
from therr feminne graces, and from that
lovely weaknefs the fource of their undue
power; and the former, becaufe it appears
inimical to the character of a gentleman.
That they have both by departing from
one cxtreme run 1nto another, may eafily be
proved; but firft 1t may be proper to obferve,
that a vulgar error has obtained a degree of
credit, which has eiven force to a falfe con-

clufion, in which an efte&t has been miftaken
for a caufe,

People of gemus have, very frequently,
impatred their conftitutions by ftudy or care-
lefs attention to their health, and the vio-
lencc of their paffions bearing a proportion to
the vigour of their intellets, the fvord’s de-

ﬁroylng



26 VINDICATION OF THE

ftroying the fcabbard has become almoft pro-
verbial, and {uperficial obfervers have inferred
from thence, that men of genius have com-
monly weak, or, to ufe a more fafhionable
phrafe, delicate conlhitutions.  Yet the con-
trary, I believe, will appear to be the fad;
for, on diligent inquiry, I find that ftrength
of mind has, 1 moft cafes, been accompanied
by fupenior {trength of body,—natural found-
nefs of confhitution,—not that robuft tone
of nerves and vigour of mufcles, which arife
from bodily labour, when the mind is qui-
efcent, or only direfts the hands.

Dr. Prieftley has remarked, 1 the pre-
face to his biographical chart, that the ma-
jority of great men have lived beyond forty-
five. And, confidering the thoughtlefs man-
ner in which they have lavithed their ftrength,
when inveftigating a favourite fcience they
have wafted the lamp of hife, forgetful of the
midnight hour; or, when, loft 1n poetic
dreams, fancy has peopled the {cene, and the
{foul has been difturbed, till it thodk the con-
ftitution, by the pafions that meditation had
raifed 5 whofe objelts, the bafelefs fabric of 2
vifion, faded before the cxhaufted eye, they

muft have had iron frames, Shakfpeare never
8 grafped
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orafped the airy daggcr with a nervelefs hand,
nor did Milton trcmble when he led Satan
far from the confines of his dreary prifon,—
Thefc were not the ravings of imbecility, the
fickly citufions of diftempered brains; but
the cxuberance of fancy, that ¢ n a fine
phrenzy’ wandering, was not continually re-
minded of 1ts matertal {hackles.

I am aware that this argument would carry
me further than it may be fu[;pofedl wifh to
90; but I follow truth, and, ftill adhering to
my firft pofition, 1 will allow that bodily
ftrength feems to give man a natural {upe-
riority over woman; and this is the only fo-
Iid bafis on which the fuperiority of the fex
can be buwlt. But I ftill mfift, that not
only the virtue, but the fnowiledze of the
two fexes fhould bz the fame in nature, if
not in degree, and that women, confidered not
only as moral, but rational creatures, ought
to endeavour to acquire human virtues (or
perfeltions) by the fame means as men,
inftead of being educated like a fanciful kind

of balf being—one of Roufleau’s wild chi-
meras*.

- But,

* ¢ Refearches into abftraf and fpeculative truths, the prin-
¢ ciples and axioms of [ciences, in fhort, every thing which

¢ tends
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~ But, if ftrength of body be, with fome

fhew of rcafon, the boaft of men, why are
women fo infatvated as to be proud of a de-

fedt !

¢ tends to generalize our ideas, is not the proper province of
¢ women; therr ftudies fhould be relative to points of prac-
“-tice; it belongs to them to apply thofe principles which
¢ men have difcovered ; and it is their part to make obfer-
¢ vations, which direct men to the eftablifiment of general
¢ principles, Al the ideas of women, which have not the
¢ immediate tendency to points of duty, fhould be direited
¢ to the ftudy of men, and to the attainment of thofc agree-
¢-able accomplithments which have tafte for their object;

¢ for as to works of genius, they are beyond their capa-
¢ city; neither have they fufficient precifion or power of
< attention to {ucceed in fciences which require accuracy:
¢ and as to phyftcal knowledge, it belongs to thofe only
¢ who are molt active, moft inquifitive ; who comprchend
¢ the greateft varicty of objects: in fhort, it belongs to
¢ thofe who have the ftrongeft powers, and who exercife
‘ them moft, to judge of the relations between fenfible
¢ beings and the Jaws of nature, A woman who is natu-
¢ rally weak, and docs not carry her ideas to any great ex-

‘_tent, knows how to judge and make a proper cftimate of
¢ thofe movements which fhe fets to work, in order to aid
¢ her weaknefs; and thefe movements are the paflions of
¢ men. The mechanifm fhe employs is much more power-
¢ ful than ours; for all her levers move the human heart.
¢ She muft have the fkill to incline us to do every thing
¢ which her fex will not enable her to do herfelf, and
¢ which is neceffary or agreeable to her; therefore fhe
¢ ought to ftudy the mind of man thoroughly, not the mind

| ¢ of



RIGHTS OF WOMAN. 79

fed? Rouffeau has furnifhed them with a
plaufible excufe, which could only have oc-
curred to a man, whofe imagination,had been
allowed to run wild, and refine on the um-
preffions made by exquifite fenfes;—that
they might, forfooth, have a pretext for

yiclding to a natural appetite without violat-

of man in general, abﬂra&ed]ry, but the difpofitions of thofe
men to whom fhe is {ubject, either by the laws of her
“ country or by the force of opinion,  She fhould learn to
peactrate mnto their real fentiments from their converfa-
tion, their actions, their looks, and acftures.  She fthould
“ alfo have the arty, by her own converfation, adtions,

looks, and geftures, to communicate thofe fentiments
which are agreeable to them, without feeming to intend
it.  Men will arcue more philofophically about the hu-
man heart; but women will read the heart of man better
“ than they, It belongs to women, if I may be allowed

“ the exprefion, to form an experimental morality, and to
' reduce the {tudy of man toa fyltem.  Women have moft
wit, men have molt genius; women obferve, men rea-
* fon: from the concurrence of both we derive the cleareft
light and the moft perfect knowledee, which the human

mind is, of itfelf, capabic of attaining. In one word,

¢

“ from hence we acquire the moft intimate acquaintance,
* both with ourlelves and others, of which our nature is ca.
* pable; and it is thus that art has a conftant tendency to
¢ perfect thole endowments which nature has beftowed,—
“ The world is the book of women.”  Roufleau’s Emilius.

I hope my readers ftill remember the comparifon, which I
have brought forward, between women and officers, ‘

lllg
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ing a romantic {pecies of modefty, which gra-
tifies the pride and libertini{m of man.

Womén, deludedby thefe {entiments, fome-
times boaft of their weaknefs, cunningly ob-

taining power by playing on the aveaknefs
of men; and they may well glory in their
licit {way, for, like Turkifh bathaws, they
have more real power than thew mafters:
but virtue is facrificed to temporary gratifica-
tions, and the refpeGability of life to the tri-
umph of an hour.

Women, as well as defpots, have now,
perhaps, more power than they would have
if the world, divided and fubdivided into
kingdoms and families, were governed by
laws deduced from the excrcife of reafon;
but 1n obtaming 1t, to carry on the compa-
rifon, their charalter 15 degraded, and licen-
tioufnefs {pread through the whole aggregate
of fociety. The many become pedeftal to
the few. I, thercfore, will venture to afs
fert, that till women arc morc rationally
educated, the progrefs of human virtue and
improvement in knowledge muft receive con-
tinual checks. Andif 1t be granted that wo-
man was not created merely to gratify the
appetite of man, or to be the upper fervant,

who provides his meals and takes care of his
linen,
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Iinen, it mult follow, that the firlt care of
thofe mothers or fathers, who really attend
to the education of females, fhould be, 1f
not to ftrengthen the body, at leaft, not to
deftroy the conftitution by miftaken notions

of beauty and female excellence; nor fhould
airls ever be allowed to imbibe the pernicious
notion that a defedt can, by any chemical
procefs of reafoning, become an excellence.
In this refpect, Iam happy to find, that the
author of one of the moft mftrutive books,
that our country has produced for children,

comcides with me i opiion ; I fhall quote
his pertinent remarks to give the force of his
refpectable authority to reafon ¥,

But

* A refpectable old man gives the following fenfible ac-
count of the method he purfued when educating hus danghter.
* I endeavoured to give both to her mind and body a ce-
“ gree of vigour, which is feldom found in the female fex.
*.As foon as fhe was fufficiently advanced in ftrength to be
* capable of the lighter labours of hufbandry and gardening,
* I employed her 2s my conftant companion.  Sclene, for
* that was her name, foon acguired a dexterity in ali thefe
¢ ruftic employments, which I confidered with equal plea-
‘ fure and admiration. If women are in general feeble both
¢ inbody and mind, it arifes lefs from nature than from edu-
¢ cation. We encourage a vicious indelence and inactivity,

“ which we falfely call delicacy; inftead of hardening their
G . “ minds
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But fhould it be proved that woman 15

naturally weaker than man, whence docs it
follow that it is natural for her to labour to be-

come (il weaker than naturc mtended hier to
be? Arguments of this calt are an mfult to

¢ minds by the feverer principles of reafon and philofophy,
¢ we brecd them to ulelefs arts, which terminate in vamty
¢ and fenfuality. In moft of the countries which I had
¢ vifited, they are taught nothing of an higher nature than 2
¢ few modulations of the voice, or ulelefs poftures of the
¢ body; therr time is confumed in floth or trifles, and
¢ trifles become the only purfuits capable of interefting
¢ them. We feem to forget, that it is upon the qualitics
* of the female fex that our own domeftic comforts and the
¢ education of our children muft depend. And what are the

¢ comforts or the education which a race of beings, cor-
¢ rupted from their infancy, and unacquainted with all the
¢ duties of life, are fitted to beftow? To touch a mufical -
¢ iftrument with ufelels fkill, to exhibit their natural
¢ or aftefted graces to the eyes of indolent and debauched
‘ young men, to difiipate their hufband’s patrimony in
¢ riotous and unnccefllary cxpences, thefe are the only arts
¢ cultivated by women in moft of the polithed nations 1 had
¢ feen,  And the confequences are uniformly {uch as may
¢ be expedled to proceed from fuch polluted {ources, private
“ mifery and public {ervitude,

¢ But Selene’s education was regulated by different
¢ views, and conduted upon feverer principles; if that
¢ can be called feverity which opens the mind to a fenfe of -
“ moral and religious dutics, and moft effectually arms 1t
¢ asainft the incvitable evils of life.”

Mr. Day's Saridford and Merton, Vol. 111
common -
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common fenfe, and favour of paffion. The
drvme right of hufbands, like the divine right
of kings, may, 1t 15 to be hoped, in this en-
lightened age, be contefted without danger,
and, though conviflion may not filence many
boifterous difputants, yet, when any prevail-
Ing prejudice is attacked, the wife will confi-
der, and leave the narrow-minded to rail with
thoughtle(s vehemence at innovation,
The mother, who withes to give true dig-
nity of charater to her daughter, muft, re-
gardlefs of the {neers of lgnorance, proceed
on a plan diametrically oppofite to that which
Roufleau has recommended with all the de- -
tuding charms of eloquence and philofophical
fophiftry: for his eloquence renders abfurdi:
ties plaufible, and his dogmatic conclufions
puzzle, without convincing, thofe who have
not ability to refute them, |
Throughout the whole animal kingdom

every young creature requires almoft ‘¢onti-
nual exercife, and the infancy of children,
comformable to this intimation, fhould be
pafled 1 harmlefs gambels, that exercife the
feet and hands, without requiring very minute
diretion from the head, or the conftant at-
tention of a nurfe. In fad, the care necef-

G2 fary
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fary for {elf-prefervation is the firft natural
exercife of the underftanding, as little inven-
tions to amufe the prefent moment unfold
the imagination, But thefe wile defigns of

nature are counteraCted by miftaken fondnefs
or blind zeal. The child 13 not left a mo-

ment to its own direttion, particularly a gul,
and thus rendered dependent—dependence 1s
called natural.

To preferve perfonal beauty, woman’s
glory! the limbs and faculties are cramped
with worfe than Chinefe bands, and the
fedentary Life which they are condemned
to live, whillt boys frolic in the open arr,
weakens the mufcles and relaxes the nerves,
—As for Rouffeau’s remarks, which have
fince been echoed by feveral wrters, that
they have naturally, that 1s from their birth,
independent of education, a fondnefs for dolls,
drefling, and talking—they are fo puerile as
not to merit a ferions refutation. That a girl,
condemned to fit for hours together liftening
to the 1dle chat of weak nurfes, or to attend
at her mother’s toilet, will endeavour to join
the converfation, is, indeed, very natural;
and that fhe will imitate her mother or aunts,

and amufe herfelf by adorning her lifelefs
-6 doll,
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doll, as they do in drefling her, poor inno-
cent babe! 1s undoubtedly a moft natural con=
fequence. For men of the greateft abilities

have feldom had {ufficient ftrength to rife
above the {urrounding atmofphere; and, if the
page of genius have always been blurred by the
prejudices of the age, {ome allowance fhould.
be made for a fex, who, like kings, always
fee things through a falfe medium,

Purfuing thefe refletions, the fondnefs for
drefs, confpicuous in women, may be eafily ac-
counted for, without fuppofing it the refult of
a defire to pleafe the fex on which they are
dependent.  The abfurdity, in fhort, of fup-
pofing that a girl 1s naturally a coquette, and
that a defire connected with the impulfe of
nature to propagate the fpecies, fhould ap-
near even before an improper education has,
by heating the imagmation, called it forth
prematurely, 1s {o unphilofophical, that {uch
a fagacious obferver as Roufleau would not
have adopted it, if he had not been accuftom-
ed to make reafon give way to his defire of .
fingularity, and truth to a favourite paradox.

Yet thus to owve a fex to mind was not
very confiftent with the principles of a man
who argued fo warmly, and fo well, for the

G 3 immortality
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immortality of the foul.—But what a weak
barrier 1s truth when 1t ftands i the way
of an hypothefis! Roufleau refpected—al-
moft - adored virtue—and yet he allowed
himfelf to love with {enfual fondnefs. His
imagination conftantly prepared inflammable
fewel for his inflammable f{enfes; but,"
arder to reconcile his refpect for felf- dcmal
fortuudc, and thofe heroic virtues, which a
mind like his could not coolly admire, he
labours to invert the law of nature, and
broaches a do&rine pregnant with mifchief
and derogatory to the character of fupreme
wifdom.

* His ridiculous ftories, which tend to prove
that girls are naturally attentive to their per-
fons, without laying any ftrefs .on daily ex-
ample, are below contempt.—And that'a'
little mifs fhould have {uch a corret tafte as
to neglect the pleafing amufement of making
0's, merely becaufe the perceived that 1t wasan
ungraceful attitude, . fhould be {cleCted with
the anecdotes of the learned pig *.

[ have,

% ¢ ] cnce knew 2 young perfon who ]carncd to write
¢ before the lcarned to read, and began to write with her

f needle before the cou'd ufe a pen. At firft, indeed, fhe
IR ‘ ¢ took
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I have, probably, had an opportunity of
obferving more girls in their infancy than
I. J. Roufleau—I can recollet my own feel-
ings, and I have looked fteadily around me ;
yet, {o far from coinciding with him in opi-
nion refpedting the firft dawn of the female
charalter, I will venture to affirm, that a

girl, whofe fpints have not been damped by
inacivity, or nnocence tainted by falfe thame,

will always be a romp, and the doll will
never excite attention unlels confinement al-

lows her no alternative. Gurls and boys, in
fhort, would play harmlefsly together, if the

diftin&ion of {ex was not inculcated long be-

fore nature makes any difterence.—~I will go
further, and affirm, as an mditputable fa&,

that moft of the women, in the circle of my

¢ took it into her head to make no other letter than the O
¢ this letter the was conftantly making of all fizes, and
¢ always the wrong way. Unluckily, one day, as fhe
¢ was intent on this employment, fhe happened to fee her-
¢ felf in the looking-glafs; when, taking a difike to the
¢ conflrained attitude in which fhe fat while writing, fhe
¢ threw away her pen, like another Pallas, and determined
¢ againft making the O any more. Her brother was zlio
< equally averfe to writing: it was the confinement, how-

¢ ever, and not the conftrained attitude, that moft dif-
¢ eulted him,’ Rouflean’s Emilius.

G 4 obfervation,
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obfervation, who have acted like rational
creatures, or thewn any vigour of mntelle,
have accidéntally been allowéd to run wild—
45 fome of the elegant formers of the fair
{ex would infinuate,

“The baneful confequences which flow from
imattention to" health during wfancy, and
youth, éxténd further than 1s fuppofed—
dependence of body naturally produces depen-
dence of mind; and how can fhe be a good
wife or mother, the greater part of whofe
time 1s employed to guard againft or endure
ficknefs? Nor canit be expefted that a wo-
man will refolutely endeavour to ftrengthen
her conftitution and abftain from enervating
imdulgencies, 1f artificial notions of beauty,
and falfe defcriptions of {enfibility, have been
early entangled with her motives of action,
Moft men are {ometimes obliged to bear with
“bodily nconveniencies, and to endure, occa-
ﬁonally, the mnclemency of the elements;
but genteel women are, literally fpeaking,
flaves to their bodies, and glory 1 their {ub-
jection.

I once knew a weak woman of fafhion,
who was more than commonly proud of her

delicacy and fenfibility. She thought a dif-

tinguiﬂfin g
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tinguifhing tafte and puny appetite the height
of all human perfection, and afted accord-
ingly.~~I have feen this weak fophifticated
being neglect all the duties of life, vet re-
cline with {elf-complacency on a fofa, and
boaft of her want of appetite as a proof of de-
licacy that extended to, or, perhaps, arofe
from, her exquifite fenfibility: for it is diffis
cult to render mtelligible fuch ridiculous jar-
gon.—Yet, at the moment, I have feen her
infult a worthy old gentlewoman, whom un-
expected misfortunes had made dependent on
her oftentatious bounty, and who, in better
days, had claims on her eratitude. Is it
poflible that a human creature could have
become fuch a weak and depraved being, if]
like the Sybarites, diflolved n luxury, every
thing like virtue had not been worn away,
or never imprefled by precept, a poor fubfti-
tute, it is true, for cultivation of mind, though
it ferves as a fence agamft vice?

Such a woman 1s not 2 more irrational mon-
fter than fome of the Roman emperors, who
were depraved by lawlefs power,  Yet, fince
kings have been more under the reftramt  of
law, and the curb, however weak, of ho-
nour, thegecords of hiftory are not filled with

{uch
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fuch unnatural 1nftances of folly and cruelty,
nor does the defpotiim that kills virtue and
genivs In the bud, hover over Lurope with
that deftructive blaft which defolates Turkey,
and renders the men, as well as the foi], un-
fruitful.

Women are every where i this deplorable
ftate ; for, mn order to preferve theirinnocence,
as 1gnorance 1s courteoufly termed, truth is
hidden from them, and they are made to af-
{fume an artifictal charadter before their facul-
ties have acquired any ftrength. Taught
from their infancy that beauty is woman’s
deeptre, the mind fhapes itfelf to the body,
and, roaming round its gilt cage, only feeks
to adorn 1ts prifon. Men have various em-
ployments and purfuits which engage their
attention, and give a charalter to the open-
ing mind; but women, confined to one, and
having their thoughts conftantly dire®ed to
the moft infignificant part of themfelves, fel-
dom extend their views beyond the triumph
of the hour. Dut were their underftanding
once emancipated from the {lavery to which
the pride and fenfuality of man and their
fhort-fighted defire, like that of dominion in

tyrants, of prefent {way, has fubjected them,

¥ WG
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we fhould probably read of their weakneffes
with {urprife. I muft be allowed to purfuc
the arcument a little farther.

Perhaps, if the exiftence of an evil being
were allowed, who, in theallegorical language
of fcripture, went about fecking whom he
thould devour, he could nat more effectually
degrade the human character than by giving
a man abfolute power. |

This argument branches into various rami-

fications.—Birth, riches, and every extrinfic
advantage that cxalt a man above bis fellows,

without any mental exertion, {ink him in
reahity below them. In proportion to his
weaknefs, he 15 played upon by defigning
men, till the bloated monfter has loft all
traces of humanity. And that tribes of men,
like flocks of fheep, fhould quietly fallow
{uch a leader, 15 a {olecifm that only a de-
fire of prelent enjoyment and narrownefs
of underftanding can folve. Lducated in

flavifh dependence, and enervated by luxury
and floth, where fhall we find men who

will fland forth to affert the rights of
man;—or claim the privilege of moral be-
ings, who fhould have but one road to
excellence? Slavery to monarchs and minif-

ters,
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ters, which the world will be long in freeing
itielf from, and whofe deadly grafp ftops the

progrefs of the human mind, is not yet abo-
Jithed.

Let not men then in the pride of power,
ufe the fame arguments that tyrannic kings
and venal mimfiters have ufed, and fallaci~ -
“oufly affert that woman ought to be fubje(t-
ed becaufe fhe has always been fo.—But,
when man, governed by reafonable laws, en-
joys his natural freedom, let him defpife
woman, if fhe do not thare it with him; and,
till that glorious period arrives, in defcanting
on the folly of the {ex, let him not overlook
his own,

Women, it 15 true, obtaining power by
unjuft means, by pratifing or foftering vice,
cvidently lofe the rank which reafon would
affign them, and they become either abjet

flaves or capricious tyrants. They lofe all
hmplicity, all dignity of mind, n acquiring
power, and alt as men are obferved to ad

when they have been exalted by the fame
means.

_in

It 15 time to effe¢t a revo_lution i female
mauners—time to reftore to them their lot
dignity—and make them, as a part of the

human
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human fpecies, labour by reforming them-
felves to reform the world. It 15 time to
feparate unchangeable morals from local man-
pers.—lf men be demi-gods—why let us
{erve them! And if the dignity of the female
foul be as difputable as that of ammals—if
their reafon does not aftord fufficient light to di-
ret their condu@ whilft unernng inftinét is de-
nied—they arc {urely of all creatures the moft
miferable! and, bent beneath the 1ron hand of
deftiny, muft {ubmit to be a fan defe in
creation.  But to juftify the ways of Provis
dence refpeting them, by pomnting out fome

irrefragable reafon for thus inaking fuch a
laree portion of mankind accountable and

not accountable, would puzzle the fubtileft

cafmft.
The only folid foundation for morality

appears to be the charaler of the {upreme
Being; the harmony of which aries from a
balance of attributes;—and, to {peak with
reverence, one attribute {feems to mmply the
neclfity of another. Hemutft be juft, becaufe
he is wife, he muft be good, becaufe he s
omnipotent, For to exalt one attribute at
the expence of anothcr equally noble and

neceflary, bears the ftamp of the warped
| reafon
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reafon of man—the homage of paffion. Man,
accuftomed to bow down to power in his fa-
vage ftate, can {eldom diveft himfelf of this

barbarous prejudice, even when civilization
determines how much fuperior mental 1s to

bodily ftrength; and his reafon is clouded by
thele crude opinions, even when he thinks

of the Deity.—His -omnipotence 1s made to
fwvallow up, or prefide over his other attri-
butes, and thoie mortals are fuppofed to Jimit

Ins power irreverently, who think that it
muft be regulated by his wifdom.

I difchim that fpecious humility which,
aiter nvefhigating nature, ftops at the author.
—~The High and Lofty One, who inhabiteth
eternity, doubtlefs poflefies many attributes
of which we can form no conception; but

reafon tells me that they cannot clafh with

thofe I adore—and 1 am com pelled to hiten to
her voice.

It {feems natural for man to fearch for ex<
cellence, and either to trace 1t n the object
that he worfhips, or blindly to inveft it with
perfettion, as a garment.  But what good
effe® can the latter mode of worthip have
on the moral condu& of a rational being ?

He bends to power; he adores a dark cloud,

which
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which may open a bright profpett to him, or
burft in angry, lawlefs fury, on his devoted
head—he knows not why. And, {uppofing
that the Deity aéts from the vague mmpulfe

of an undire@ed will, man muft alfo follow
his own, or a&t according to rules, deduced

from principles which he difclaims as irreve-
rent.  Into this dilemma have both enthu-
iafts and cooler thinkers fallen, when they
laboured to free men from the wholefome
reftraits which a juft conception of the cha-
ra&ter of God 1mpofes,

It 1s not impious thus to {can the attributes
of the Almighty: 1 fa&t, who can avoid it
that exercifes his faculties? For to love God
as the fountain of wifdom, goodnefs, and -

power, appears to be the only worfhip ufe-
ful to a being who wifhes to acquire either

virtue or knowledge. A blind unfettled af-
fettion may, like human pafiions, occupy
the mind and warm the heart, whilft, to
do jultice, love mercy, and walk humbly
with our God, 1s forgotten. T fhall purfue
this {ubject ftill further, when I confider reli-
olon 10 a hight oppolite to that recommended
by Dr. Gregory, who treats it as a matter of
fentiment or tafte,

To
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To return from this apparent digreffion.
It were to be wifhed that women would che-
rith an affetion for therr hufbands, founded
on the fame principle that devotion ought to
ret upon. No other firm bafe is there under
heaven—for let them beware of the fallacious
light of fentiment; too often ufed as a {ofter
phrafe for fenfuality. It follows then, I think,
that from their mfancy women fhould cither
be fhut up like eaftern princes, cor educated in
{uch a manner as to be able to think and
act for themlelves.

Why do men halt between two OpINIONS,
and cxpect inpofhbilities ! Why do they ex-
pedt virtue from a {lave, from a being whom
the conftitution of civil fociety has rendered
weak, if not vicious?

Still Tknow that it will require aconfiderable
length of time toeradicate the firmly rooted pre-
judices which fenfualifts have planted; 1t will
alfo require {fome timeto convince women that
they aét contrary to their real intereft on an
enlareed fcale, when thev cherith or affe&
weaknefs under the name of delicacy, and to
convince the world that the poifoned fource
of female vices and follies, 1f it be neceflary,
in compliance with cuftom, to ufe fyno-

HVINOUS



RIGHTS OF WOMAN, 97

nymous terms in a lax fenfe, has been the
fenfual homage paid to beauty i—to beauty
of features; for it has been fhrewdly obferved
by a German writer, that a pretty woman,
as an objet of defire, is generally allowed to
be fo by men of all deferiptions; whilft a fine
woman, who infpires more {ublime emotions
by difplaying intellettual beauty, may be over-
looked or obferved with mdifference, by thofe
men who find their happinefs in the gratifi-
cation of their appetites. I forefee an obvi-
ous retort—whilft man remains {uch an im-
perfect being as hie appears hitherto to have
been, he will, more or lefs, be the flave of
his appetites; and thofe women obtaining
moft power who gratify a predominant one,
the fex is degraded by a phyfical, if not by 4
moral neceﬁlty

This objection las, I grant, fome force;
but while {uch a {ublime precept exifls, as,
¢ be pure as your heavenly Father is pure;’ it
would feem that the virtues of man are not
hmited by the Being who alone could limit
them; and that.he may prefs forward with-
out confiderng whether he fteps out of his
{phere by indulging fuch 2 noble ambition,

Tothewild bl“OWS it has been faid, ¢ thus far
H ¢ {halt
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¢ fhalt thou go, and no further; and here {hall

thy proud waves be ftayed.” Vauly then
do they beat and foam, reftrained by the power
that confines the ftrugeling planets m their
orbits, matter yields to the great governing
Spirit.—But an immortal {oul, not reftrained
by. mechanical laws and {truggling to free
itfelf from the thackles of matter, contributes
to, inftead of difturbing, the order of creation,
when, co-operating with the Father of {pirits,
it tries to govern itfelf by the invariable rule
that, in a degree, before wlhich our 1magi-
riation faints, regulates the univerfe,

~ Befides, if women be educated for depend-
ence; that1s, -to'act according to the will of
another fallible being, and {ubmit, right or
wrong, -to power, where are we to ftop?
Are they to be confidered as vicegerents al-
lowed to reign over a {mall domain, and an-
iwerable for their condu&t to- a lugher tri
bunal, liable:to error !

It will not be difficult to prove that fuch
delegates will act like men {ubjected by fear,
and make their children and fervants endure
their tyranmcal oppreflion. As they {fubmit
without reafon; they will, having no fixed
rules to {quare their conduct by, be kind, or

cruel,
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cruely juft as the. whim of the moment
directs; and we ought not to wonder if fome.

times, called by their heavy yoke, they take

a malignant pleafure in refting.it .on weaker
fhoulders. |

But, {uppoling :a woman;.trained up fo
obedience, -tc married to a fenfible man}
who direlts her judgment without making
her feel the fervility of her fubjeéhon, to 26

with as much propriety by this reflected light
as can De expected when reafon is taken at
fecond hand, yet fhe cannot enfure the life of
her protettor ; he may die and leave her with
a large family.

A double duty devolves on her' to edu-
cate them in the characer of both father and
mother; to form their principles and fecure.
their property. But, alas! fhe has never
thought, much lefs atted for -herfelf. She
has only learned to pleafe * mer, to depenﬁd

gracefully

* ¢ In the union of the fexcs; both purfue one eommeon
¢ object, but not in the fame manner, Froth their diverfiy
¢ in this particular, arifes the firlt determinate difference
¢ between the moral relations of eaclt. The one fhotld
¢ be ative and ftrong, the other paffive and weak: it is
¢ neceflary the one fhould have both the powet and the will,
< and that the other fhould make li*tle refiftance,

¢ This principle being eftabliflied, it follows that woman
H 2 ‘18
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gracefully on thém; yet, encumbered with
children, how is fhe to obtain another pro-

tector—2 hufband to {upply the place of rea-
foni A rational man, for we are not treading
on romantic ground, though he may thmk

her a pleafing docile creature, will not choofe
to marry a fami!v for love, when the world

9 is c\prcfaly formcd to pleafe the man: if the obhcratlon
“ be reuproca] alfo, and the man ought to pleafe in his
¢ turn, it is not fo immediately neceﬂary. his great merit
“is in his power, and be pleales merely becaule he is
“itrong. This, 1 mult confels, is not ong of the refined
¢ maxims of loves it i+, however, one of the laws of na-
¢ ture, prior to love wfif.

¢ If woman be formed to pleafe and be lulsjected to man,
¢ 1t 18 her ‘place, doubtlefs, to render herfelf azreeable tor
¢ him, inftead of challenging his pafion. The violence
< of his defires depends on her charms; it is by means of
¢ thefe fhe fhould urge him to'the exertion of thole powers
¢ which nature hath given him.  The moft fuccefsful me-
¢ thod of exciting them, is, to render fuch exertion necel-
¢ fary by refiftance; as, in that cafe, {eif-love is added to
¢ defire, and tae onc triumphs in the victory which the other
¢ obliged toacquire, Hence arife the various modes of at-
¢ tack and defence betwesn the {exes; the boldnefs of one
¢ fex and the timidity of the other; and, ina word, that
¢ bathfulnels and. modefty with which nature hath armed
¢ the weak, 1 order to fubdue the ftrong,’

Rauflean’s Emilus,

" fhall make no other comment on this i ingenious paflage,

than jult to obferve, that it 1s the philofophy of lafcivioufnefs.

contalns
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contains many more pretty creatures, What
is then to become of her? She either falls an

caly prey to fome mean fortune-hunter, wha
defrauds her children of their paternal inhe-
ritance, and renders her miferable; or he-
comes the viCtim of difcontent and blind ine
dulgence. Unable to educate her fons, or
" imprefs them with refpect; for it is not 3
play an words to aflert, that people are never
refpeted, though filling an important ftation,
who are not refpe@table; fhe pines under the
anguifh of unavailing impotent regret. The
férpent's tooth enters 1nto her very foul, and
the vices of licentious youth bring her with
forrow, 1f not with poverty alfo, to the grave,
This 15 not an overcharged picture; on the
contrary, it is a very poffible cafe, and fomes
thing fimilar muft have fallen under every at.

tentive eye. |
I have, however, taken it for oranted, that
{hie was well-difpofed, though experience
thews, that the blind may as eafjly be led into
a ditch as along the beaten road,  But {up-
pofing, no very improbable conjefture, that
a being only taught to pleafe muft il find
her happinefs in pleafing;—what an example
of folly, not to fay vice, will fhe be to her
H 3 innocent
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mnocent daughters! The mather will be loft
i the coquette, and, inftead of making
friends of her daughters, view them with
eyes atkance, for they are rivals—rivals more
cruel than any other, becaufe they invite a
comparifon, and drive her from the throne of
beauty, who hds never thought of afeat on
the bench of reafon. ”
Tt does not réequire a lively pencil, or the-
difcriminating outline of a. caricature, td
fkétch-the domeftic miferies and petty ?iécs
which fuch a miflrefs of -2 family diffufes.
Still thé'only adks as a woman ought to adt,
brought up according to Rouffeau’s fyftem.
She can never be reproached for being mafcu-
line, or turning out of her fphere; nay, the
may obferve another of his grand rules, and,
cautioufly ‘preferving her reputation free from
fpot, be reckoned a good kind of woman.
Yet in what refpect can fhe be termed good ?
She abftains, it7is true, without any great
frugsle, from committing grofs crimes; but
how does the fulfil-her dutles? Dutlcs '--111
truth the has enough to think of to adorn
her body and nurfe a weak conftitution,
- With refpedt to rcligion, fhe never pre-
fumad te judgefor herfelt; but couforrned asa
o o dependent
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dependent creature thould, to the ceremonies
of the church which fhe was brought up in,
pioufly believing that wifer heads than her
own have fettled that bufinefs:—and not to
doubt 1s her point of perfetion. She there-
fore pays her tythe of mmt and cummin—
and thanks her God that the 15 not as other
women are. Thefe are the blefled effects of
a good education ! Thefe the virtues of man’s
help-mate *! |

I muft relieve myfelf by drawing a differ-

ent pitture.
Let fancy now prefent a woman with a

tolerable underftanding, for I do not with to
leave the line of mediocrity, whofe confti-
tution, ftrengthened by exercife, has allowed
her body to acquire its full vigour; her
mind, at the {fame time, graduaily expanding

% ¢ O how lovely,” exclaims Rouffeau, {peaking of So-
phia, ¢ is her ignorance! Happy is he who is deftined to
¢ inftru& her! She will never pretend to be the tutor of
¢ her hufband, but will be content to be his pupil, - Far
¢ from attempting to fubjett him' to her tafte, the will
¢ zccommodate herlelf to his, She will be more eftimable
¢ to him, than if fhe was learned: he will have a pleafure
¢ in inftruéting her.”  Rouffear’s Emilius,

Ifhall content myfelf with fimplyafking, how friendfhipcan
{ublift, when love expires, between the.mafterand his pupil ?

H 4 itelf
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itfelf to comprehend the moral duties of life,
and in what human virtue and dignity confift.

Formed thus by the difcharge of the re-
lative dutiés of her ftation, fhe marries from
affeCtion, without lofing fight of prudence,
and looking beyond matrimonial felicity, fhe
{ecures her hufband’s refpeét before it 1s necef-
fary to exert mean arts to pleafe him and feed
a dying flame, which nature doomed to ex-
pire when the object became familiar, when
friendfhip and forbearance take place of a
more ardent affe¢tion.—This 15 the natural
death of love, and domeitic peace is not de-
ftroyed by ftruggles to prevent its extin@ion,
I alfo {uppofe the hufband to be virtuous; or
fhe is full more in want of independent
pljinrciples.

Fate, however, breaks this tie.—~She 1s
left a widow, perhaps, without a fufficient
provifian;; but fhe 1s not defolate ! The pang
of nature 1s felt; but after time has foftened
forrow nto melancholy refignation, her heart
turns to her children with redoubled fond-
nefs, and anxious to provide for them, affection
owves a facted heroic caft to her maternal du,
tics. She thinks that not only the eye {ees
Ler virtuous eftorts from whom all her coms

fort,
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fort now muft flow, and whofe approbation 15
life; but her imagination, a little abftracted and
exalted by grief, dwells on the fond hope that
the eyes which her trembling hand clofed,
may ftill fee how fhe fubdues every wayward
paffion to fulfil the double duty of being the
father as well as the mother of her children,
Raifed to heroifm by mustortunes, {he reprefles
the firft faint dawning of a natural inclination,
before it ripens into love, and in the bloom of
life forgets her fex—forgets the pleafure of an
awakening paffion, which might again have
been infpired and returned. She no longer
thinks of pleafing, and confcious dignity pres
vents her from priding herfelf on account of
the praife which her conduct demands. Her
children have her love, and her brighteft hopes
are beyond the grave, where her imagiation
often {trays.

I think I fee her furrounded by her chils
dren, reaping the reward of her care. The
intelligent eye meets hers, whillt health and
innocence fmile on their chubby cheeks, and
as they grow up the gares of life are lefiened
by their grateful attention, She lives to fec
the virtues which fhe endeayoured to plant
on principles, fixed mto habits, to fee her

children
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children attain a ﬁrehgth of charalter {uffici-
ent to-enable them to endure adverfity with-
out forgetting their mother’s example.

- The tafk of life thus fulfilled, fhe calmly
waits for the tieep of death, and nfing from
the grave, may fav——Beholly thou cavet mie
2 talent—and here 2 nve talonts,

I with to fum up what I have faid in a few
words, for I here throw down my czuntlet,
and deny the exiftence of {exual virtues, not
excepting modefly. For man and woman,
truth, if I underftand the meaning of the
word, muft be the fame; yet the fanciful
female character, fo prettily drawn by poets
and novelifts, demanding the facrifice of truth
and fincerity, virtue becomes a relative 1dea,
having no other foundation than utility, and

of that utility men pretend arbitrarily to judge,
fhaping 1t to their own convenicnce.

~ Women, [ allow, may have:different du-
ties to fulfil; but they are human duties, and
the principles that thould regulate the dif-

charge of them; [ ﬁurdlly maintain, muft be
the famc. o

To
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Tobecome refpeltable, the exercife of their
underftanding is neceflary, there 1s no other
foundation for independence of charalter; I
mean explicitly to fay that they muft only
bow to the authority of reafon, inftead of
being the modeff flaves of opinion.

In the fuperior ranks of hife how feldom
do we meet with a man of fuperior abili-
ties, or even common acquirements? The
reafon appears to me clear, the flate they
are born in was an unnatural one, The
human charater has ever been formed by the
employments the individual, or clafs, pur-
fues; and if the faculties are not fharpened
by neceffity, they muft remain obtufe, The
arcument may fairly be extended to women ;
for, {eldom occupied by {erious bufinefs, the
purfuit of pleafure gives that infignificancy to
their charalter which renders the fociety of
the great fo infipid, The fame want of
firmnefs, produced by a fimilar caufe, forces
them both to fly from themfelves to noify
pleafures, and artificial paflions, till vanty
takes place of every focial affection, and
the characteniftics of humanity can fcarcely
be difcerned. Such are the bletlings of civil
governments, as they arc at prefent of-

3 - camized,
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ganized, that wealth and female foftnef;
cqually tend to debafe mankind, and are pro-
duced by the fame caufe; but allowing wo-
men to be rational creatures, they fhould be
incited to acquire virtues which they may call
their own, for how can a rational being be
ennobled by any thing that 15 not obtained
by its own exertions {

CHAP,
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CHAP. 1V.

OBSERVATIONS ON THE STATE OF DEGRA-
DATION TO WHICH WOMAN IS REDUCED

BY VARIOUS CAUSES.

TH:\T. woman is naturally weak, or de-
graded by a concurrence of circumftances, is,
[ think, clear. But this pofition I fhall

imply r:omr:iﬂ with a conclufion, which I
have frequently heard fall from fenfible men

i favour of an aniftocracy : 'thait the mafs of
mankind cannot beany thing, ortheobfequious
flaves, who patiently allow themfelves to be
driven forward, would feel their own confe-
quence, and {purn their chams, Men, they
further oblerve, fubmat every where to eppref-
fion, when they have only tolift up their heads
to throw off the yoke; yet, inftead of afferting
their birthright, they quietly lick the duft,
and {ay, let us eat and drmk, for to-morrow
we die.  Women, I argue trom analogy, are
deoraded by the fame propenfity to enjoy the

prefent moment; and, at lalt, defpife the
freedom
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freedom which they have not fufficient vir-
tue to (trugele toattain, But Imuft be more
explicit.

With refpet to the culture of the heart,

it is unanimoufly allowed that fex s out of
the queftion; but the line of fubordination

in the mental powers is never to be pafled
over ¥, Only ¢ abfolute 1n lovelinefs,” the
portion of rationality granted to woman, 1s,
indeed, very fcanty; for, denying her genius
and judﬂ'ment it 15 {carcely poffible to divine
what remains to characterize intellet.

The ftamen ‘of 1mmortallty, if 1 may be
allowed the phrafe, is the perfe@ibility of

human reafon; for, were man created perfect,
or did 2 flood of knowledge break in upon

* Into what inconfiftencies do men fall when tney argue
without the compals of principles. Wormen, weak wo-
men, are compared with angels; yet, a fuperiour order of
beings {hould be fuppofed ta poflefs more intellett than
man; or, in what does their fuperiority confift! In the
fame ftrain, to drop the fneer, they are allowed to poflefs
more goodnels of heart, piety, and benevolence,—~I doubt
the fact, though it be courteoufly brought forward, unlefs
ignorance be allowed to be the mother of devotion; for I
am firmly perfuaded that, on an average, the proportion
between virtue and knowledge, is more upon a par than i3
commonly granted,

him,
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him, when he arrived at matunty, that pre-
cluded error, T fhould doubt whether his

exiftence would be continued after the diffo-
lution of the body. But, in the prefent f{tate
of things, every. difhculty in morals that
efcapes from human difcuflion, and equally
baffles the inveftication of profound think-
ing, and the lightning glance of genius, 15 an
aroument on which I build my behef of thie
immortality of the foul. Reafon 1s, confe-
quentially, the fimple power of improvement ;
or,- more properly {peaking, of difcerning
truth.  Every indwidual 15 v this refpedk
a world in itfelf.  More or lefs. may be con-
{picuous i one being than another; but the
nature of reafon muft be the fame m all, if

it be an emanation of dwinity, the tie that
connefls the creature with the Creator; for,
can that foul be flamped with the heavenly
image, that 1s not perfefted by the exercife of
its own reafon* ! Yet outwardly ornamented
with elaborate care, and fo adorned to delight
man, ¢ that with honour he may love +,” the

* ¢ The brutes, fays Lord Monboddo, ¢ remain in the
¢ ftate in which nature has placed them, except in fo, far as
¢ their natural inftindt is improved by the culture we be-
¢ ftow upon them, 3

Ty -
. \ jl.p;t} :1.'.‘:1”.-”.

{oul
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foul of woman 1s not allowed to have this
diftintion, aud man, ever placed between
her and reafon, fhe is always reprefented as
only created to fee through a grofs medium,
and to take things on truft.  But difmiffing
thefe fanciful theories, and confidering wo-
man as a whole, let it be what it will, -
ftead of a part of man, the iquiry 15 whether
the have reafon or not.  If fhe have, which,
fora moment, I will take for granted, fhe
was not created merely to be the folace of
man, and the fexuval fthould not deftroy the

human chara&er.

Into this error men have, probably, beey
led by viewing education in a falfe light ; not
confidering it as the firft ftep to form a beipo
advancing gradually towards perfe@tion *, butE
only as a preparation for life, On this {en-
fual error, for I muft call it fo, has the fal{c
fyltem of female manners been reared, whicls
robs the whole fex of its dignity, and clafies
the brown and fair with the fmiling flowers
that only adorn the land, This has ever
been the language of men, and the fear of

* This word is not frictly juft, but ] cannot find a
batter,

3 departing
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departing from a fuppofed fexual charatter,
has made even women of fuperiour fenfe.
adopt the fame fentiments®. Thus under-
ftanding, fin&tly {peaking, has been denied

to woman; and inftin&, fublimated into wit

* ¢ Pleafure’s the portion of th’ inferior kind;
¢ But glory, virtue, Heaven for man defign’d.

Afier writing thefe lines, how could Mrs, Barbauld
write the following ignoble comparifon ?

“ Toa Lady, with fume painted flowers.”

¢ Flowers to the fair: to you thefe flowers I bring,
¢ And ftrive to grect you with an earlier fpring.

¢ Flowers sweeT, and gay, and DELICATE LIKE YOU
“ Emblems of innocence, and beauty tos,

“ With Rowers the Graces bind their yellow hair,

¢ And flowery wreaths confenting lovers wear.

“ Flowers, the fole luxury which nature knew,

¢ In Eden’s pure and guiltlels garden grew,

¢ To boftier forms are rougher tafks affign’'d;

< The fheltering oak refifls the flormy wind,

¢ The tougher yew repels invading faes,

“ And the-tall pine for future navies grows ;

U But this foft famsly, ts cares unknown,

“IWere born ﬁ'r‘ pleafure and delght ALONE.

¢ Gay without toil, and lovely without art,

“ They fpring to CHEER the fenfe, and GLAD the heart.
¢ Nor bluth, my fair, to own you copy thefe ;

¢ Your BEST, your SWEETEST empire is— PLE ASE,

So the mer tell us ; but virtue, fays reafonymuft be acquire
ed by rough toils, and ufefut ftruggles with worldly cares.

[ and
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and cunning, for the purpofes of life, has
been fubfhituted n its ftead. |

The power of generahizing ideas, of draw-
g comprehenfive conclufions from ndivi-
dual obfervations, 1s the only acquirement, for
an immortal being, that really deferves the
name of knowledge. Merely to oblerve,
without endcavouring to account for any
thing, may (ina very incomplete manner)
{erve as the common fenfe of life; but where
15 the ftore laid up that 15 to clothe the foul
when it leaves the body ?

This power has not only been denied to
women ; but writers have infifted that it 1s
icon(iftent, with a few e:\ceptlons, vith
their fexual charater. Let men prove this,
and I fhall grant that woman only exifts for
man, [ muft, however, previoufly remark,
that the power of generalizing 1deas, to any
great cxtent, 15 not very common amongf
men or wome. But this exercife is thc

true cultivation. of the underftanding; and

g;
every thing confpires to render the cuitiva-
tion” of the underftanding more diﬁcuh 111
the fcm'llc than the malc" no.ld |

I am naturq]b Jed b‘,f this afiertion to thc

main {ubjeét of the prefent chapter, and fhall
' s | LOW
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now attempt to point out fome of the caufes
that degrade the fey, and prevent women
from generalizing their obfervations,

I fhall not go back to the remotc annals of
antiquity to trace the hiftory of woman; it is
fufficient to allow that fhe has always been
either a flave, or a defpot, and to remark,

that each of thefc fituations equally retards the
progrefs of reafon.  The grand fource of

female folly and vice has ever appeared to me
to arife from narrownefs of mind; and the

very conftitution of ciil governments has
put almoft infuperable obftacles ' the way
to prevent the cultivation of the female under-
ftanding :—yet virtue can be built on no other
foundation! The fame obftacles are thrown
i the way of the rich, and the {ame confe-

quences enfue. |
Neceflity has been proverbially termed the
mother of inventton—the aphorifm may be ex-
tended to virtue. 1tis an acquirement, and an
acquirement tow hich pleafure muftbe facrificed
—and who facrifices pleafurc when it is within
the erafp, whofe mind has not been opened
and {trengthened by adverfity, or the purfuit
of knowledge soaded on by neceflity ¢ —Jappy
I 2 is
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15 1t when people have the cares of lifc to
ftrugele with; for thefe ftruggles prevent
their becoming a prey to enervating vices,
merely from idlenefs! But, if from their
birth men and women be placed m a torrid
zone, with the meridian {un of pleafure dart-
ing dire®tly upon them, how can they {uffi-
ciently brace their minds to difcharge the du-

ties of lhife, or even to rehith the afteGions
that carry them out of themfelves !

Pleafure 15 the bufinefs of woman's life, ac-
cording to the prefent modification of fociety,
and while it continues to be {o, little can be
expected from fuch weak beings,  Inheriting,
in a lineal defcent from the firft fair defedt in
nature, the {overeignty of beauty, they have,

to maintan their power, refigned the natural
rights, which the exercife of reafon might
have procured them, and chofen rather to be
fhort-lived queens than labour to obtain the
fober pleafures that arife from equality. Ex-
alted by their mferiority (this {ounds like a
contradi&ion),' they conftantly demand ho-
mage as women, though experience fhould
teach them that the men who pride them-
felves upon paying this arbitrary infolent re-
{pet to the fex, with the moft fcrupulous
| exaltnefs,
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cxactnefs, are moft inclined to tyrannize over,
and defpife, the very weaknefs they cherifh.
Often do they repeat Mr. Hume’s fenti-
ments; when, comparing the French and
Athenian charaéter, he alludes to women.
¢ But what is more fingular in this whimfical
¢ nation, fay I to the Athenians, is, that a
¢ frolick of yours during the Saturnalia, when
 the flaves are ferved by their mafters, is feri-
‘ oufly continued by them through the whole
‘ year, and through the whole courfe of their
¢ lives; accompanied too with fome circum-
¢ ftances, which fhll further augment the
¢ abfurdity and nidicule.  You fport only
¢ clevates for a few days thofe whom fortune
¢ has thrown dowan, and whom fhe too, 1n
¢ fport, may really elevate for ever above
¢ you. But this nation gravely exalts thofe,
¢ whom nature has fubjected to them, and

¢ whofe inferiority and infirmties are abfo-
¢ lutely incurable. The women, though
¢ without virtue, are their mafters and fo-
¢ vereigns.

Ah! why do women, I write with affec-
tionate folicitude, condefcend to receive a

degree of attention and refpect from {trangers,
different from that reciprocation of civility

I3 which
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which the dictates of humanity and the po-
litenefs of civilization authorife between man
and man? And, why do they not difcover,
when ¢ 1n the noon of beauty’s power,’ that
they are treated like queens only to be deluded
by hollow refpedt, till they are led to refign,
or not afiume, their natural prerogatives ?
Confined then m cages like the feathered
race, they have nothing to do but to plume
themielves, and flalk with mock majelty
from perch to perch, It is true they are pro-
vided with food and raiment, for which they
neither toil nor fpin; but health, liberty, and
. virtue, arc given in exchange,  But, where,
zfmongﬁ mankind, has been found {ufficient
firength of mind to enable a being to re-
fign thefe adventitious prerogatives; one who,
rifing with the calm dignity of reafon above
opinion, dared to be proud of the privileges
inherent m man? And 1t is vain to expect
it whillt hereditary power chokes the affec-
tions and nips reafon in the bud.

The paffions of men have thus placed wo-
men on thrones, and, till mankind become
more reafonable, 1t 1s to be feared that wo-
men will avail themf{elves of the power which
they attain with the leaft exertion, and which

15
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is the moft difputable. They will {mile,

—yes, they will fmile, though told that—

¢ In beauty’s empire 15 no mean,
¢ And woman, cither flave or queen,
¢ Is quickly feorn’d when not ador’d,”

But the adoration comes firft, and the {corn
Is not anticipated.

[ewis the XIVth, m particvlar, fpread fac-
titious manners, and caught, m a {pecious
wav, the whole nation 1n his toils ; for, efta-
blithing an artful chain of defpotifm, he made
it the intereft of the people at large, indivi-
dually to refpect his ftation and fupport his
power. And women, whom he flattered by
a puerile attention to the whole fex, ob-
tained in his reizn that prince-hike diftin&ion
{o fatal to reafon and virtue.

A king 15 always a king—and a woman
always a woman®: his authority and her fex,
ever ftand between them and rational converfe.
With a lover, T grant, the {fhould be fo,
and her fenfibility will naturally lead her to

endeavour to excite emotion, not to gratify

* And a wit, always a wit, might be added; for the
vain fooleries of wits and beautics to obtain attention, and
make conquefts, are much upon a par.

l 4 her
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her vanity, but her heart. This I donot allow
to be coquetry, it 15 the artlels impulfe of
nature, I only exclaim againft the fexual
defire of conqueft when the heart is out of
the queftion.

"This defire 15 not confined to women; ¢ I

¢ have endeavoured, fays Lord Chefterfield,

¢ to oain the hearts of twenty women, whofe
¢ perfons I would not have given a hg for.’

The libertine, who, 1n a guit of paffion, takes
advantage of unfufpeding tendernefs, is a
faint when compared with this cold-hearted
rafcal; for I like to ufe fignificant words, Yet
only taught to pleafe, women are always on
the watch to pleafe, and with true heroic
ardour endeavour to gain hearts merely to
refign or fpurn them, when the vitory s
decided, and confpicuous,

I mult defcend to the minutiz of the
fubject.

I Tament that women are fyftematically
degraded by receiving the trivial attentions,
which men think it manly to pay to the fex,
when, m fadt, they are infultingly {upport-
ing theirown fuperiority. It is not conde-
fcenfion to bow to an nferior.  So ludicrous,
i fat, do thefe ceremonies appear to me,

that
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that I fcarcely am able to govern my mul-
cles, when I fee a man {tart with eager, and
ferious folicitude,, to lift a bandkerchief, or
thut a door, when the /ady could have dons it
herfelf, had fhe only inoved a pace or two.
A wild with has juft flown from my heart
to my head, and I will not ftifle it though it
may excite a horfe-laugh.—I do earneftly
wifh to fee the diftinion of {ex confounded
in fociety, unlefs where love animates the
behaviour. For this diftinction is, I am
firmly perfuaded, the foundation of the weak-
nefs of characer afcribed to woman; i1s the
caufe why the underftanding 15 neglected,
whilft accomplihments are acquired with
{edulous care: and the fame caufe accounts

for their preferring the graceful before the
heroic virtues.

Mankind, including every defcription, wifh
to be loved and refpected by fomething; and
the common herd will always take the neareft
road to the completion of their withes. The
refpect paid to wealth and beauty is the moft
certain, and uncquivocal; and, of courfe,
will always attralt the vulgar eye of com-
mon minds. Abilities and virtues are abfo-
lutely neceflary to raifc men from the middle

6 | rank
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rank of lifc nto notice; and the natural con-
fequence is notorious, the middle rank con-
tains molt virtue and abilities.  Men have
thus, m one ftation, at leaft an opportunity
of exerting themielves with diemity, and of
rfing vy the cxertions which really improve
a rational creature: but the whole female {ex
are, till their chara&er 1s formed, 1n the {ame
condition as the rich: for they are born, 1
now {peak of a itate of civilization, with cer-
tain {exual privileses, and whiltt they are
aratuttoully granted them, few will ever think
of works of fupererovation, to obtain the
efteem of a {mall number of fuperiour people.

When do we hear of women who, flart-

ing out of obfcurity, boldly claim refped on

account of their great abilities or darwg vir-
tues? Where are they to be found r—¢ To be
¢ obferved, to be attended to, to be taken no-
“ tice of with fympathy, complacency, and
¢ approbation, are all the advantages which
‘ they feek.’—True! my male readers will
probably exclann; but let them, before they
draw any conclufion, recollect that this was
not written originally as defcriptive of wo-
men, but of the rich. In Dr. Smith’s
Theory of Moral Sentiments, I have found a

cencral
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general character of people of rank and for-
tune, that, 1 my opinion, might with the
areatcft propricty be applied to the female
fex. I refer the fagacious reader to the whole
comparifon; but muft be allowed to quote a
paflage to enforce an argument that I mean to
infitl on, as the one moft conclufive aganft 3
{exual charalter.  For if, excepting war-
riors, no ercat men, of any denomination,
have cver appeaied amongft the nobility, may
it not be fairly inferred that their local fitua-

tion {wallowed up the man, and produced a
character fimilar to that of women, who are
[rcalized, 1f T'may be allowed the word, by
the rank thev are placed 1, l?}f conrtefy 2
Women, commonly called Ladies, are not

to be contradited 1 company, are not al-
lowed to excrt any manual ftrength; and

from them the negative virtues only are ex-
pelted, when any virtues are expeted, pa-
tience, docility, good-humour, and flexibility ;
virtues incompatible with any vigorousexertion
of intclledt. Befides, by living more with each
other, and being feldom ablolutely alone, they
arc morc under the influenceof fentiments than
paflions.  Solitude and refle¢tion are neceffary
to give to wifhes the force of paflions, and to

cnable
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enable the imagination to enlarge the objet,
and make it the moft defirable. The fame may
be faid of the rich; they do not fufficiently
deal in general 1deas, colleéted by 1mpafhioned
thinking, or calm wveftigation, to acquire
that ftrength of character on which great re-
{olves are built. But hear what an acute ob-
ferver fays of the great,

¢ Do the great {eem infenfible of the eafy
¢ price at which they may acquire the publick
¢ admiration; or do they feem to imagine
¢ that to them, as to other men, it muft be
¢ the purchale either of {weat or of blood?
¢ By what important accomplifhments 1s the
¢ young nobleman mftructed to fupport tie
¢ digmty of s rank, and to render himfelf
¢ worthy of that fuperionty over his fellow-
¢ citizens, to which the virtue of his ancef-
¢ tors had raifed them? Is it by knowledee,
¢ by induftry, by patience, by lelf-denial,
¢ or by virtue of any kind? As all his words,
as all his motions are attended to, he learns
an habitual regard to every circuinitance of
ordinary behaviour, and ftudies to perform
¢ all thofe {mall duties with the moft exad
¢ propriety. Asheis confcious how much

' ke 15 oblerved, and how much mankind are

¢ difpoled
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difpofed to favour all his mclinations, he
atts, upon the moft indifferent occafions,
with that freedom and elevation which the
thought of this naturally mipires.  FHis
air, his manner, his deportment, all mark
that elegant and graceful fenfe of his own fu-
periority, which thofe who are born to infe-
rior ftation can hardly everarriveat.  Thefe
arc the arts by which he propofes to make
mankind more eafily fubmit to his autho-
rity, and to govern their mciinations ace
cording to his own pleafure: and in this
he is feldom difappointed.  Thefe arts, fup-
ported by rank and pre-eminence, are, upon,
ordinary occafions, fulficient to govern the
world, Lewis XIV. during the greater part
of his reign, was regarded, not only in
France, but over all Europe, as the moft
perfeCt model of a great prince. But what
were the talents and virtues by which he
acquired this great reputation? Was it by
the fcrupulous and inflexible juftice of all
his undertakings, by the immenfe dangers
and difficulties with which they were at-
tended, or by the unwearied and unrelent-
ing application with which he purfued
them? Was it by his extenfive knowledge,

¢ by
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¢ by Ius exquifite judgment, or by his heroic
* valour? It was by none of thefe qualitics.
¢ But hie was, firft of all, the moft powerful
¢ princc 1 Europe, and confequently held
‘ the higheft rank among kings; and then,
¢ fayshis hiftorian, ¢ he furpafled all his cour-
* tiers i the gracefulnefs of his fhape, and
““ the majeftic beauty of his features. The
““ found of his voice, noble and afteting,
““ oamed thofe hearts which his prefence
“ intimidated. He had a ftep and a deport-
““ ment which could fuit only him and his
*“ rank, and which would have been ridicu-
““ lous i any other perfon. The embarrafl-
‘“ ment which he cccafioned to thofe who
““ fpoke to him, flattered that fecret fitif-
“ faction with which he felt his own fupe-
“ nority,” ¢ Thefe frivolous accomplith-
“ ments, {upported by his rank, and, no
“ doubt too, by a degree of other talents and
“ virtues, which feems, however, not to
* have been much above mediocrity, efla-
¢ blithed this prince in the efteem of his owy
¢ age, and have drawn, cven from pofterity,
“a good deal of refpe for his Cmory,
¢ Compared with thefe, in his own times,
*-and 10 his own prefence, no other virtue,

‘1t
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¢t feems, appearcd to have any merit.
Knowledge, nduftry, valour, and benefy-
¢ cence, trembled, were abathed, and loft
¢ all dignity before them.’

L 1

Woman alfo thus ¢ in herfelf complete,” by
poflefling all thefe frivolous accomplithments,

fo changes the nature of things

¢ That what fhe wills to do or fay

¢ Scems wifeft, virtuouleft, diferectett, beft;
¢ All higher knowledge in her profence falls

¢ Degraded.  Wifdom in difcourfe with her

* Lofes difcountenanc’d, and, fike Folly, fhows;
¢ Authonity and Reafon on her wait,’—

And all this 15 built on her lovelinefs!

In the muddle rank of life, to continue the
comparifon, men, in their youth, are pre-
pared for profefhons, and marriage is not co-
fidered as the grand feature in their lives;
whilt women, on the contrary, have no
other fcheme to fharpen thew faculties, It
1s not bufinefs, extenfive plans, or any of the
excurfive flights of ambiuen, that engrofs
their attention; po, their thoushts are not

employed m rearing Tuch noble ftrutures,
To rife in the world, and have the liberty of
running {rom pleature to pleature, they muft
marry advantageoully, and to this objed their
| time
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time is facrificed, and thelr perfons often le-
oally proftituted. A man when he enters
any profeflion has his eye {teadily fixed on
fome future advantage (and the mind gains
areat {trength by having all its efforts directed
to one point), and, full of his bufinefs, plea-
fure 135 confidered as. mere relaxation; whilft
women {eek for pleafure as the main purpofe
of exiftence. In fa&, from the education,
which they receive from fociety, the love

of pleafure may be {aid to govern them all;
but does this prove that there 15 a {ex In
fouls? It would be juft as rational to declare
- that the courtiers in France, when a deftruc-
tive {yftem of defpotifm had formed their cha-
ralter, were not men, becaufe hberty, vir-
tue, and humanity, were facrificed to pleafure
and vanity.—Fatal paffions, which have ever
domincered over the whole race!

The fame love of pleafure, foﬁcf;:d by the

whole tendency of their education, gives a
trifling turn to the conduct of women 11 moft
circumftances: for nftance, they are ever
anxious about fecondary things; and on the
watch for adventures, inftead of being occu-
pied by duties.

A man, when he undertakes a journey, has,

in general, the end 1n view ; a woman thinks
more
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more of the incidental occurrences, the ftrange
things that may poffibly occur on the road;
the jmpreflion that the may make on her
fellow-travellers ; and, above all, {he is anxi-
oufly intent on the care of the finery that
the carries with her, which is more than
ever a part of herfelf, when going to figure
on anew fcene; when, to ufe an apt French
turn of expreflion, fhe 15 gong to produce a
fenfation.—~Can dignity of mind exift with
{uch trivial cares

In fhort, women, i general, as well as
the rich of both fexes, have acquired, all
the folites and vices of civilization, and miffed
the ufeful fruit. It 15 not neceffary for me
always to premife, that I {peak of the con-
dition of the whole fex, leaving exceptions
out of the queftion. Their {enfes are inflamed,
and their underftandings neglected, confe-
quently they become the prey of their fenfes,
delicately termed fenfibility, and are blown
about by every momentary guft of fecling.
Civilized women are, therefore, {o weakened
by falfe refinement, that, refpeing morals,
their condition 1s much below what it would

be were they left in a ftate nearer to nature.
Ever reftlefs and anxious, their over exercifed

K fenfibility
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{enfibility not only renders them uncomfortable
themfelves, but troublefome, to ufc a {oft
phrafe, to others.  Alltheir thoughts turn on
things calculated to escite emotion ; and fecl-
ing, when they thould reafon, their conduét
15 unftable, and their opinions are wavering—
not the wavering produced by deliberation or
progreflive views, but by contradictory emo-
tions, By fits and {tarts they are warm 1
many purfuits ; yet this warmth, never con-
centrated into perfeverance, foon exhaufts it-
felf ; exhaled by its own heat, or mecting
with fome other fleeting paffion, to which
realon has never given any fpecific gravity,
neutrality enfues. Miferable, indeed, muft
be that bemg whofe cultivation of mind has
only tended toinflame its pathons! A diftinc-
tion {hould be made between nflaming and
ftrengthening them. The paflions thus pam-
pered, whilft the judgment is left unformed,

whatcan beexpected to enfue !—Undoubtedly,
a mixture of madnefs and folly!

This obfervation fhould not be confined to
the fair fex; however, at prefent, 1 only mean
to apply 1t to them. |
~ Novels, mufic, poetry, and gallantry, all

tend to make women the creatures of fenfas
tion,



RIGHTS OF WOMAN. 131

tion, and their chara&er is thus formed in the
mould of folly during the time they are ac-
quiring accomplifhments, the only improve.
ment they are excited, by their ftation in fo-
cicty, to acquire.  This overftretched {en
fibility naturally relaxes the other powers of
the mind, and prevents intellet from attaining
that {overcignty which 1t ought to attain to
render a rational creature ufeful to others, and
content with 1ts own ftation: for the exercife
of the underftanding, as life advances, is the
only method pointed out by nature to calm
the paftions.

Satiety has a very different effe®, and
I have often been forcibly ftruck by an em-
phatical defcription of damnation :—when the
fpirit 15 reprefented as continvally hovering
with abortive eagernefs round the defiled body,
unable to enjoy any thing without the organs
of fenfe. Yet, to their fenfes, are women made
 {laves, becaufe 1t is by their fenfibility that
they obtain prefent power.

And will moralifts pretend to affert, that
this 15 the condition 1 which one half of the
human racc fhould be encouraged to remain
with liftlefs inactivity and ftupid acquiefcence?
Kind inftractors! what werc we created for ?

K 2 To
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To remain, it may be fad, mnotent; they
mean 1n a ftate of childhood.—We might as
well never have been born, unlefs it were ne-
ceffary that we fhould be created to enable
man to acquire the noble privilege of reafon,
the power of difcerning good from evil, whilft
we lie down m the duft from whence we
were taken, never to rife agai,—

It would be an endlefs tafk to trace the

variety of meannefles, cares, and forrows,
into which women are plunged by the pre-
valling opiion, that they were created ra-
ther to feel than reafon, and that all the
power they obtam, muft be obtaned by their
charms and weaknefs:

¢ Fine by defed, and amiably weak ¥

And, made by this amiable weaknefs entirely
dependent, excepting what they gain by illicit
{way, on man, not only for prote&tion, but ad-
vice, 15 it furprifing that, negletting the dutics
that reafonalone points out, and fhrinking from
trials calculated to ftrengthen their minds,
they only exert themfelves to give their de-
fets a graceful covering, which may ferve
to heighten their charms m the eye of the
-voluptuary, though 1t fink them below the
fcale of moral excellence!

Fragile
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Fragile in every fenfe of the word, they
are obliged to look up to man for every com-
fort. In the moft trifling dangers they cling
to their fupport, with parafitical tenacity,
piteoufly demanding {uccour; and their naty-
ral proteCtor extends his arm, or lifts up his
voice, to guard the lovely trembler—from
what? Perhaps the frown of an old cow, or
the jump of a moufe; a rat, would be a feri-
ous danger. In the name of reafon, and
even common fenfe, what can fave fuch be-

ings from contempt; even though they be
{oft and fair ?

Thefc fears, when not affetted, -may pro-
duce fome pretty attitudes; but they fhew
a degree of imbecility which degrades a rati-
onal creature in 2 way women are not aware
of—for love and efteem are very diftint things

I'am fully perfuaded that we fhould hear
of none of thefe infantine airs, if girls were
allowed to take {ufficient exercife, and not
confined in clofe rooms till their mufcles are
relaxed, and their powers of digeftion de-
ftroyed. To carry the remark fill further,
if fear 1 girls, inftead of being cherifhed, per-
haps, created, were treatedin the fame man-
ner as cowardice 1 boys, we fhould quickly

K 3 fee
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{fee women with more digmfied afpefts. Tt
is true, they could not then with cqual pro-
priety be termed the fweet flowers that {mile
in the walk of man; but they would be more
refpectable members of fociety, and difcharge
the important duties of life by the light of
their own reafon. ¢ Educate women. hike
men, fays Roufleau, ¢ and the more they
‘ refemble our fex the lefs power will they
“ have over us,” This is the very point I
am at, 1 do not wifh them to have power
over men; but over themfelves.

In the fame ftrain have I heard men argue
againft inftrufing the poor; for many are
the forms that aniftocracy affumes. ¢ Teach
‘ them to read and write,” fay they, ¢ and
* you take them out of the ftation afligned
¢ them by nature.”  An eloquent Frenchman
has anf{wered them, I will borrow his fenti-
ments, But they know not, when they
make man a brute, that they may exped
every mftant-to fee him transformed into a
ferocious beaft.  Without knowledse there
can be no morality !

Ignorance 15 a fral bafe for virtue! Yet,
that 1t 1s the condition for which woman was
organized, has been infifled upon by the

writers
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writers who have moft vehemently argued in
favour of the fupertority of man; a f{upe-
riority not in degree, but eflence; though,
to fuften the argument, they have laboured
to prove, with chivalrous generofity, that the
fexes ought not to be compared; man was
made to reafon, woman to feel : and that to-
gether, flefh and fpirit, they make the moft

perfe® whole, by blending happily reafon
and {enfibility into one charater.

And what 15 fenfibility 2 ¢ Quicknefs of fen-
¢ fation; quicknefs of perception; delicacy.’
Thus is 1t defined by Dr. Johnfon; and the
definition gives me no other idea than of the
moft exquifitely polithed mftin&. T difcern
not a trace of the image of God 1 either fen-
fation or matter, Refined feventy times fe-
ven, they are fhili matersal; mtelle® dwells
not there ; nor will fire ever make lead gold !

I come round to my old argument ; if wo-
man be allowed to have an immortal {oul,
(he muft have, as the employment of life,
an underftanding to unprove. And when, to
render the prefent ftate more complete,
thouch every thing proves it to be but a
fraction of a mighty {um, the 1s incited by pre-
fent oratification to forget her erand defhi-

K 4 pation,
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nation, nature is counterafted, or fhe was
born only to precreate and rot. Or, grant-
ing brutes, of every defcription, a foul, though
not a reafonable one, the exercife of nftinét
and {enfibility may be the ftep, which they
are to take, in this life, towards the attain-
ment of reafon in the next; fo that through
all eternity they will lag behind man, who,
why we cannot tell, had the power given
him of attamning reafon in his firft mode of
exiftence.

When I treat of the peculiar duties of wo-
men, as | thould treat of the peculiar duties
of a citizen or father, it will be found that I
do not mean to infinuate that they fhould be
taken out of their families, {peaking of the
majority. ¢ He that hath wife and children,’
fays Lord Bacon, ¢ hath gwen hoftages to
© ¢ fortune; for they are impediments to great
‘ enterprifes, either of virtue or mifchief,
¢ Certanly the beft works, and of greateft
‘ ment for the public, have procceded from

‘ the unmarried or cluldlefs men,” T fay
the fame of women. But, the welfare of

fociety is not built on extraordinary cxertions;
and werc it more reafonably organized, there
would be full lefs need of great abilitics, or
heroic virtues. |

i In
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In the regulation of a family, i the edu-
cation of children, underftanding, in an un-
fophifticated fenfe, 1s particularly required:
ftrength both of body and mind; yet the
men who, by their writings, have moft
earneftly laboured to domefticate women, have
endcavoured, by arguments diftated by a grofs
appetite, which fatiety had rendered faftidious,
to weaken their bodies and cramp their minds,
But, if even by thefe fimfter methods they
really perfuaded women, by working on their
feelings, to ftay at home, and fulfil the du-
ties of a.mother and miftrels of a family, I
thould cautioufly oppofe opinions that led wo-
men to right conduct, by prevailing on them
to make the difcharge of fuch important du-
ties the main bufinefs of life, though reafon
were infulted.  Yet, and Tappeal to experi-
ence, if by negle@ing the underftanding they
be as much, nay, more detached from thefe
domeftic employments, than they could be by
the moft ferious intellectual purtuit, though
it may be obferved, that the mafs of mankind
will never vigoroufly purfue an intelleGtual
obje&t *, I may be allowed to wfer that reafon

* The mafs of mankind are rather the flaves of their ap-
petites than of their paffions,
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1s abfolutely neceflary to enable a woman to
perform any duty properly, and I muft again
repeat, that fenfibility 15 not reafon.

The comparifon with the rich lill occurs
to me; for, when men ncgledt the dutics of
humanity, women will follow their example;
acommon {tream hurries them both along with
thoughtlefs celenity. Riches and honours
prevent 4 man from enlarging his underftand-
ing, and enervate all his powers by reverfing
the order of nature, which has ever made true
pleafure the reward of labour~ Pleafure—
enervating pleafure 1s, likewife, within wo-
men’s reach without carning it. But, till
hereditary pofieflions are {pread abroad, how
can we expedt men to be proud of virtue?
And, till they are, women will govern them
by the moft direct means, neglecting their dull
domeftic dutics to catch the pleafure that fits
Liohtly on the wing of time.,

¢ The power of the woman,’ fays fome
author, ¢1s her fenfibihty;’ and men, not
aware of the confequence, do all they can to
make this power {wallow up every other.
Thofc who conftantly employ their fenfibi-
ity will have moft: for example; poets,

| painters,
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painters, and compofers®, Yet, when the
fenfibility is thus increafed at the expence of
reafon, and even the imagmation, why do

phiioﬁ‘:phical men complain of their fickle-
nefs? The {exual attention of man particu-
larly aéts on female fenfibiity, and this {ym-
pathy has been exercifed from their youth
up. A hufband cannot long pay thofe at-
tentions with the paflion neceflary to excite
lively emotions, and the heart, accuftomed to
lively emotions, turns to a new lover, or
pines in fecret, the prey of virtue or pru-
dence. 1 mecan when the heart has really becn
rendered fufceptible, and the tafte formed;
for I am apt to conclude, from what 1 have
{een 1n fathionable life, that vanity is oftener
foftered than fenfibihty by the mode of edu-
cation, and the ntercourfe between the fexes,
which I have reprobated; and that coquetry
more frequently proceeds from vanity than
trom that inconftancv, which overitrained
fenfibility naturally produccs.

* Men of thefe defcriptions pour it into their compofi-
tions, to amalgamate the grofls materials; and, moulding
them with paffion, give to the incrt body a {oul; but, in
woman's imagination, love alone concentrates thefe cthereal

]Jf.‘amS-

Another
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Another argument that has had oreat
weight with me, muft, I think, have fome
force with every confiderate benevolent heart,
Girls who have been thus weakly educated,
are often cruelly left by their parents without
any provifion; and, of couife, arc dependent
on, not only the reafon, but the bounty of their
brothers. Thefe brothers are, to view the
faireft fide of the queftion, good fort of men,:
and give as a favour, what children of the
fame parents had an equel nght to. In this
equivocal humiliating {fitvation, a docile fe-
male may remain fome time, with a tolerable
degrce of comfort. But, when the brother
marries, a probable circumftance, from being
confidered as the miftrefs of the family, fhe
i1s viewed with averted looks as an intruder,
an unneceflary burden on the benevolence of
the mafter of the houfe, and his new partner,

Who can recount the mifery, which many
unfortunate beings, whofe minds and bodies

are equally weak, fuffer .mn fuch fituations—
unable to work, and afhamed to beg? The
wife, a cold-hearted, narrow-minded, wo-
man, and this 1s not an unfair {uppofition ;
for the prefent mode of education does not
tend to enlarge the heart any more than the

under~ .
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underftanding, is jealous of the little kindnefs
which her hufband thews to his relations 3 and
her fenfibility not rifing to humanity, fhe s
difpleafed at fecing the property of her chil-
dren lavithed on an helplefs fifter,

Thefe are matters of fadt, which have
come under my cye again and again, The
confequence is obvious, the wife has recourfe

to cunning to undermine the habitual affece
tion, which the 1s afraid openly to oppofe;
and neither tears nor carefles are {pared till
the {py 15 worked out of her home, and
thrown on the world, unprepared for its dif-

ficulties; or fent, as a great effort of genero-
fity, or from {fome regard to propriety, with
2 {mall ftipend, and an uncultivated mind, into
joylefs folitude.

Thefe two women may be much upon a
par, with refpelt to reafon and humanity;
and changime fituations, mught have atted
juft the fame {clfith part; but had they been
differently educated, the cafe would alfo have
been very different, The wite would not
have had that {enfibility, of which felf is the
centre, and reafon might have taught her not
to expect, and not even to be flattered by,
the affe®ion of her hufband, if it led him to

violate
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violate prior duties,  She would with not to
Jove him merely becaufe he loved her, but

on account of his virtuess and the fifter
might have been able to ftrugele for herfelf

inftead of eating the bitter bread of depen-
dence.

I am, indeed, perfuaded that the heart, as
well as the underftanding, is opened by cul-

tivation; and by, which may not appear fo
clear, ftrengthening the organs; Tam not now

talking of momentary flathes of fenfibility,
but of affeCtions. And, perhaps, 1 the edu-
cation of both {exes, the moft difficult tatk 1s
{o to adjuft mftrultion as not to narrow the
underftanding, whillt the heart is warmed by
the generous juices of fpring, juft raifed by the
eleCtric fermentation of the {eafon ; nor to dry
up the feclings by employng the mind in -
veftigations remote from life,

With refpe&t to women, when they re-
ceive a careful education, they arc cither made
fine ladies, brimful of {enfibility, and tceming
with capricious fancies; or mere notable wo-
men. Lhe latter are often friendly, honeft
creatures, and have a fhrewd kind of good
fenfe joined with wordly prudence, that often

render them more ufeful membeys of fociety

than
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than the fine fentimental lady, though they
poffefs neither greatnefs of mind nor tafte.
The tellectual world is fhut againft them;
take them out of their family or neighbour-
hood, and they ftand ftill; the mind finding
no cmployment, for litcrature affords a fund
of amufement which they have never {ought
to relith, but frequently to defpife.  The {en-
timents and tafte of more cultivated minds
appear ridiculous, even in thofe whom chance
and family connections have led them to love;
but in mere acquaintance they think 1t ail af
fectation..

A man of fenfe can only love fuch a woman
on account of her fex, and refpect her, becaufe
theisa trufty fervant. He lets her, to preferve
his own peace, {cold the fervants, and go to
church in clothes made of the very beft mate-
rials. A man of her own fize of underftanding
would, probably, not agree {o well with ber;
for he might wifh to encroach on her prero-
oative, and manage fome domeftic concerns
himielf, Yet women, whofe muids are not
enlarged by cultivatiou, or the natural {elfith-
nes of fenfibility expanded by refletion, are
very unfit to manage a family; for, by an
unduc ftretch of power, they are always ty-

3 ranmzing
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rannizing to {upport a fuperiority that only
refts on the arbitrary diftinétion of fortune,
The evil is {fometimes more ferious, and do-
meftics are deprived of inmocent indulgences,
and made to work beyond their {trength, 1n
order to enable the notable woman to keep a
better table, and outfhine her neighbours in
finery and parade. If {he attend to her chil-
dren, it is, in general, to drefs them in a
coftly manner—and, whether this attention
arife from vanity or fondnefs, 1t 15 equally

pernicious.
Befides, how many women of this defcrip-

tion pafs their days; or, at leaft, their even-
ings, difcontentedly. Their hufbands ac-
knowledge that they are good managers, and
chalte wives: but leave home to feek for
more agreeable, may I be allowed to ufe a
fignificant French word, prguant {ociety
and the patient drudge, who fulls her tafk,
hke a blind horfe 1n a mill, 15 defrauded of
her juft reward; for the wages due to her are
the carefles of her hufband ; and women who
have fo few refources in themfelves, do not
very patiently bear this privation of a natural

right.
A finc lady, on the contrary, has been
taught
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taught to look down with contempt on the
vulgar employments.of life; though fhe has
only been incited to acquire accomplithments
that rife a degree above fenfe; for even corpo-
real accomplithments cannot be acquired with
any degree of precifion unlefs the underftand-
ing has been ftrengthened by exercife.  With-
out a foundation of principles tafte is {uperfi-

cial, grace muft arife from fomething deeper

than imitation. The imagination, however,

O
is heated, and the feelings rendered faftidi-

ous, if not fophifticated ; or, a counterpoife
 of judgment is not acquired, when the heart
{till remains artlefs, though it becomes tao
tender.

Thefe women are often amiable ; and their
hearts are really more fenfible to general be-
nevolence, more alive to the {entiments that
civilize life, than the fquare-elbowed family
drudge; but, wanting a due proportion of
refletion and {elf-government, they only in-
{pire love; and are the miftrefles of their huf-
bands, whilft they have any hold on their
affeCtions; and the platonic friends of his

male acquaintance. Thele are the fair de-
fe@s in nature; the women who appear to be

created not to enjoy the fellowfhip of man, but
L to
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to fave him from {inking into abfolute bruta-
lity, by rubbing oft the rough angles of his
charalter; and by playful dalliance to give
fome dignity to the appetite that draws him
to them.—~Gractons Creator of the whole hu-
man race! haft thou created fuch a bemg
as woman, who can trace thy wifdom m thy
works, and fecl that thou alone art by thy
nature exalted above her,—for no betrer
purpofe {—Can fhe belicve that fhe was
only made to {ubmit to man, her equal,
a bemng, who, like her, was fent mto the
world to acquire virtue /—Can fhe confent
to be occupied merely to pleafe him; merely
to adorn the earth, when her {oul 15 capable
of rifing to thee f—And can fhe reft fupincly
dependent on man for reafon, Wwhen fhe ought
to mount with him the arduous ftecps of know-
ledge !—

Yet, if love be the {fupreme good, let wo-
men be only educated to wipire 1t, and let
every charm be polithed to intoxicate the
fenfes; but, if they be moral beings, let
them have a chance to become mtelligent ;
and let love to man be only a part of that
glowing flame of univerfal love, which, after

encircling humanity, mounts n grateful -

cenfe to God.
To
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To fulfil domeftic duties much refolution
is neceflary, and a ferious kind of perfever-
ance that requires a more firm fupport than
emotions, however lively and true to nature.
To give an example of order, the foul of
virtue, fome auftenity of behaviour muft be
adopted, {carcely to be expected from a being
who, from 1ts infancy, has been made the
weathercock of its own {enfations, Who-
ever rationally means to be ufeful muft have
2 plan of condudt 5 and, n the difcharge of the
fimpleft duty, we are often obliged to at con-
trary to the prefent impulfe of tendernefs or
compafhion.  Sevenity 15 frequently the moft
certain, as well as the moft {ublime proof of
aifetion and the want of this power over
the feelings, and of that lofty, dignified
affcCtion, which makes a perfon prefer the
future good of the beloved object to a prefent
oratification, 1s the reafon why fo many fond
* mothers {poil their children, and has made it
queftionable whether neghigence or indulgence
be moft hurtful: but I am inchined to think,
that the latter has done moft harm.

Mankind {eem to agrece that children thould
be left under the management of women dur-

e their childhood. Now, from all the ob.
L2 {ervation



148 VINDICATION OF THE

{ervation that 1 have been able to make, wo-
men of {enfibility are the moft unfit for this
tafk, becaufe they will wfallibly, carried
away by their feelings, {poil a child’s temper.
The management of the temper, the firft, and
‘moft important branch of education, requires
the {ober fteady eye of reafon; a plan of con-
duct equally diftant from tyranny and indul-
- gence: yet thele are the extremes that peo-
ple of fenfibility alternately fall into; always
fhooting beyond the mark. I have followed
this train of reafoning much further, till I have
concluded, that a perfon of genius is the moft
improper perfon to be employed in education,
public or private.  Minds of this rare pecies
fee things too much in mafles, and feldom,
if ever, have a good temper. That habitual
cheerfulnefs, termed good-humour, i, per-
haps, as {eldom united with great mental
powers, as with ftrong feelings. And thofe
people who follow, with intereft and admira-
tion, the flights of genws; or, with cooler
approbation fuck in the inftruGtion which
has been elaboratcly prepared for them by the
profound thinker, ought not to be difgufted,
if they find the former choleric, and the lat-
ter.morofe; becaufe livelinefs of fancy, and

8 a tenaclous
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a tenacious comprehenfionof mind, are {carcely
compatible with that pliant urbanity which
leads a man, at leaft,-to bend to the opinions

and prejudices of others, .inftead of roughly
confronttng them.

But, treating of education or manners,
minds of a fuperior clafs are not to be confi-
dered, they may be left to chance; it is the
multitude, with moderate abilities, who call
for mftrution, and catch the colour of the
atmofphere they breathe. This refpetable
concour{e, I contend, men and women, fhould
not have their {enfations heightenied in the
hot-bed of luxurious indolence, at the expence
of their underftanding; for, unlefs there be a
ballaft of underftanding, they will never be-
come either virtuous or free: an anftocracy,
founded on property, or fterling talents, will
ever {weep before 1t, the alternately timid,
and ferocious, {laves of feelng,

Numberlefs are the arguments, to take an-
other view of the fubjet, brought forward
with a thew of reafon, becaufe fuppofed to
‘be deduced from nature, that men have ufed
morally and phyfically, to degrade the fex, 1
muft notice a few.

L3 The
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The female underftanding has often been
{poken of with contempt, as arriving fooner at
maturity than the male. 1 fhall not anfwer
this argument by alluding to the early proofs
of reafon, as well as genius, 1n Cowley, Mil-
ton, and Pope*, but only appeal to expe-
rience to decide whether young men, whe

are eatly troduced to company (and ex-
amples now abound), do not acquire the fame

precocity. So notorious 1s this fa®, that the
bare mentioning of it muft bring before peo-

ple, who at all mix m the world, the 1dea of
a number of fwaggering apes of men, whofe
underitandings are narrowed by being brought
nto the fociety of men when they ought to
have been fpining a top or {wirling a hoop,

It has alfo been afferted, by {fome natural-
ifts, that men do not attain their full growth
and ftrength till thirty ; but that women ar-
rive at maturity by twenty. I apprehend
that they reafon on faife’ ground, led aftray
by the male prejudice, which deems beauty
the perfection of woman—mere beauty of fea-
tures and complexion, the vulgar acceptatiop
of the word, whilft male beauty is allowed to

* Many other names might be added,

have
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have fome connection with the mind. Strength
of body, and that character of countenance,
which. the French term a phyflonomie, wos
men do not acquire before thuty, any more
than men. The little artlefs tricks of chil-
dren, it 1s true, are particularly pleafing and
attractive; yet, when the pretty frefhnefs of
youthis worn off, thefe artlefs graces become
ftudied airs, and difoult every perfon of tafte,
In the countenance of girls we only look for
vivacity and bafhful modefty; but, the {pring-.
tide of life over, we look for foberer fenfe in
the face, and for traces of paffion, inftead of
the dimples of animal {pints; expecting to
fec individuality of charatter, the only fafs
tener of the affe®ions ¥, We then with to
converfe, not to fondle; to give fcope to our
imaginations as well as to the {enfations of
our hearts.

At twenty the beauty of hoth {exes is
equal; but the hbertin{m of man leads him
to make the diftnction, and {uperannuated
coqucttes are commonly of the fame opinion;
for, when they can no longer infpire love,

* The ftrength of an aftetion is, gencrally, in the fame
proportion as the charaler of the fpecies in the objet be-

loved, is loft in that of the individual,

L 4 they
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they pay for the vigour and vivacity of youth,
The French, who admit more of mind mto
their notions of beauty, give the preference to
women of-thirty, 1 mean to fay that they
allow women to be in their moft perfe flate,
when vivacity gives place to reafon, and to that
majeflic ferioufnefs of charatter, which marks
maturity ;—or, the refting pont. In youth,
till twenty, the body fhoots out, till thirty
the folids -are attaining a degree of denfity;
and the flexible muicles, grawing daily more
rigid, give charalter to the countenance; that
is, they ‘trace the operations of the mind
with the won pen of fate, and tell us not

only what powers are within, but how they
have been employed.

It 15 proper to obferve, that animals who
arnve flowly at maturity, are the longeft
lived, and of the nobleft fpecies. Men can-

not, however, claim any natural fuperiority
from the grandeur of longevity; for in

this refpet nature has not diftinguithed the
male,

Polygamy 15 another phyfical degradation ;
and a plaufible argument for a cuftony, that
blafts every domeftic virtue, is drawn from
the well-attefted fat, that in the countries
‘ Where
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where it 15 eftablithed, more females are born
than males. This appears to be an indication
of nature, and to nature, apparently reafon-
able fpeculations muft yield. A further con-
clufion obvioufly prefented itfelf; if polygamy
be neceffary, woman muft be inferior to man,
and made for him. | ,
~ With refpet to the formation of the fetus
in the womb, we are very ignorant; but it
appears to me probable, that an accidental
phyfical caufe may account for this pheno-
menon, and prove it not to be a law of na-
ture. I 'have met with fome pertinent obfer-
vations on the {ubjed n Foriter’s Account of
the Ifles of the'South-Sea, that will explain
my meaning. After obferving that of the
two {exes amongft animals, the moft vigor-
ous and hotteft conftitution always prevails,
and produces its kind; he adds,—¢ If this be
¢ applied to the inhabitants of Africa, 1t 15 evi-
¢ dent that the -men there, accuftomed to
¢ polycamy, are enervated by the ufe of fo
¢ many women, and therefore lefs vigorous;
¢ the women, on the contrary, are of a hotter
¢ conflitution, not only on account of their
¢ more irritable nerves, more fenfible organt-
¢ zation, and more lively fancy ; but Likewife

¢ becaufe
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¢ becaufe they are deprived in their matrimony
¢ of that fhare of phyfical love which, in a
¢ monogamous.condition, would all be therrs;
¢ and thus, for the above reafons, the gene-
# rality of children are born females.

- ¢ In the greater part of Europe it has-been
“ proved by the molt accurate hits of morta-
¢ lity, that the proportion of men to women
¢ is nearly equal, or, if any difference takes
¢ place, the males born are more numerous,
¢ 1n the proportion of 105 to 100.”

The neceffity of polygamy, therefore, does
not appear; yet when a man {educes a wo-
man, 1t thould, I think, be termed a /gf2-

handed marriage, and the man fhould be feally
obliged to maintain the woman aud her chil-

dren, unlefs adultery, a naturai divorcement,
abrogated the law, And this faw fhould re-
main 1 force as long as the weaknefs of wo-
men caufed the word {eduction to be ufed as
an excufc for their frailty and want of piin-
ciple; nay, while they depend on man for a
fubfiflence, inftead of earning it by the cxer-
tion of theirown hands or heads. But thefe
women thould not, in the full meaning of
the relationthip, be termed wives, or the very
purpofe of marriage would be fubverted, and

o
all
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all thofe endearing charitics that flow from
perfonal fidelity, and give a fanéhity to the

tie, when ncither love nor friendfhip unites
the hearts, would melt into felfithnefs. The
woman ho is faithful to the father of het
children demands refpect, and fhould not be
treated ltke a proftitute; though I readily
orant that if it be neceflary for a manand wo-
man to lve together In order to briﬁg up their
offspring, nature never intended ‘that a min

fhould have more than one wifei
Still, highly as T refpe® marriage, as the
foundation of almoft every {ocial virtue, |
cannot avoid feeling the moft lively compaf-
fion for thofe unfortunate females who are
broken off from fociety, and by one error
torn from all thofc affetions and relationthips
that improve the heart and mind. It does
not frequently even deferve the name of er-
ror; for many innocent girls become the
dupes of a fincere, affetionate heart, and {till
more are, as it may emphatically be termed,
rumed before they know the difference be-
tween virtue-and vice:—and thus prepared
by thewr education for infamy, thcy become
infamous, Afylums and Macrddlens ar¢ not
the proper remedies for the[e abufes. It 18
juftice,
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juftice, not charity, that i1s wanting in the
world !

A woman who has loft her honour, 1ma-
gines that fhe cannot fall lower, and as for re-
covering her former {tation, 1t 15 impofhble;
no exertion can wafh this ftain away. Lofing
thus every {pur, and having no other meaus
of {upport, proftitution becomes her only re-
fugs, and the charalter 15 quickly depraved
by.circumftances over which the poor wretch
has little power, unlefs fhe poflefles an un-
common portion: of {enfe and loftinefs of {pirit,
Neceflity never makes proftitution the bufi-
nefs of men’s lives; though numberlefs are
the women who are thus rendered {yftemati-
cally vicious, This, however, anfes, n a
great degree, from the ftate of idlene(s in
which women are educated, who are dlways
taught to look up to man for a mantcnance,
and to confider their perfons as the proper

return for his exertions to fupport them.
Meretricious airs, and the whole {cience of

wantonnefs, have then a more powerful ftimu-
lus than cither appetite or vanity; and this
semark gives force to the prevailing opinion,
that with chaftity all is loft that 15 refpect-
ablein woman, Her charader depends on

the
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the obfervance of one virtue, though the only
paffion foftered m her heart—is love, Nay,
the honour of a woman is not made even to
depend on her will.

When Richard{on #*makes Clariffatell [ ove-
lace that he had robbed her of her honour, he
muft have had ftrange notions of honour and
virtue.  For, miferable beyond all names of
mifery s the condition of a being, who could
be degraded without its own confent! This
excefs of (triétnels I have heard vindicated as a
(alutary error. I fhall anfwer in the words
of Letbnitz—¢ Errors are often ufeful s but it
1s commonly to remedy other errors.’

Moft of the evils of life arife from a defire
of prefent enjoyment that outruns itfelf. The
obedience required of women in the marriage
ftate comes under this defcription ; the mind,
naturally weakened by depending on authos
rity, never exerts its own powers, and the
obedient wife 1s thus rendered a weak indoe
lent mother. Or, {uppofing that this is not
always the confequence, a future flate of exift-
ence 1s {carcely taken into the reckoning when

* Dr. Young fupports the fame opinion, in his plays,
when he talks of the misfortune that fhunned the light of

day.. )
only
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only negative virtues are cultivated. For,
in treatng of morals, particularly when
women are alluded to, wrters have too
often confidered virtuc in a very limited
fenfe, and made the foundation of it fulely
worldly utility; nay, a ftill more fragile bafe
has been given to this ftupendous fabric, and
the wayward fluCtuating feelings of men have
been made the ftandard of virtue. Yes, vir-
tue as well as religion, has been fubjected to
the decifions of taite.

It would, almoft provoke a fmile of con-
tempt, if the vain abfurdities of man did not
ftrike us on all {ides, to obferve, how eager
men are to degrade the fex from whom they
pretend to receive the chief pleafure of life;
and I have frequently with full conviClion
retorted Pope’s farcafm on them; or, to fpeak
explicitly, 1t has appeared to me applicable to
the whole human race. A love of pleafure or
{way feems to divide mankind, and the huf-
band who lords it in his little haram thinks
only of his pleafure or his convenience. To
fuch lengths, indeed, does an intemperate
love of pleafure carry fome prudent men, or
worn out libertines, who marry to have a
fafe bed-fellow, that they {educe their own

2 WIVCS,
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wives,—Hymen banifhes modefty, and chafte
love takes its flight.

Love, confidered as an ammal appetite,
cannot long feed on itfelf without cxpiring.
And this extinction 1 1ts own flame, may

be termed the violent death of love.  But the-
wife who has thus been rendered licentious,

will probably endeavour to fill the void left
by the lofs of her hufband’s attentions; for
the cannot contentedly become merely an
upper fervant after having been treated like
a voddefs. She 1s fhll handfore, and, in-
ftcad of transferring her fondnefs to her chil-
dren, fhe only dreams of enjoying the fun-
(hine of life. Belides, there are many huf-
bands fo devoid of {enfe and parental atfe@ion,
that during the fir{t eftervefcence of voluptuous
fondnefs they refufe to let their wives fuckle
their children, They are only to drefs and
live to pleale them: and love—even innocent
love, foon finks into lafcivioufnefs when the
exercife of a duty 15 facrificed to its in-
dulgence,

Perfonal attachment 1s a very happy foun-

dation for friendfhip; yet, when even two vir
tuous young people marry, 1t would, pera

haps, be happy if fome circumftances checked
their
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their paffion; if the recollection of fome prior
attachment, or difappointed affetion, made
it on one fide, at leaft, rather a match founded
on efteem, In that cale they would look
beyond the prefent moment, and try to ren-
der the whole of life refpectable, by forming
a plan to regulate a friendfhip which only
death ought to difiolve.

Friendthip 1s a {erious affection; the moft
{fublime of all affeGtions, becaufe it 15 founded
on principle, and cemented by time. The
very reverfe-may be faid of love. Ima great
degree, love and friendfhip cannot fubfilt in
the {fame bofom; even when infpired by dif-
ferent objetts they weaken or deftroy each
other, and for the fame object can only be felt
in fucceflion, The vam fears and fond jealou-
{ies, the winds which fan the flame of love,
when judicioufly or artfully tempered, are
both mcompatible with the tender confidence
and fincere refpect of friendfhip.

Love, fuch as the glowing pen of genius
has traced, exifls not on earth, or only refides

in- thofe exalted, fervid imaginations that have
fketched fuch dangerous pitures. Danger-
ous, becaufe they not only afford a plaufible
excule, to the voluptuary who difguifes fheer

fenfuality
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fenfuality under a fentimental veil; but as
they fpread affeftation, and take from the
digmty of virtue. Virtue, as the very word
imports, thould have an appearance of feriouf-
nefs, if not of aufterity; and to endeavour to
trick her out in the garb of pleafure, becaufc
the epithet has been ufed as another name for
beauty, 1s to exalt her on a quickfand; a moft
infidious attempt to haften her fall by apparent
refpet.  Virtue and pleafure are not, in fad,
{o nearly allied in this life as fome eloquent
writers have laboured to prove.  Pleafure pre-
pares the fading wreath, and mixes the intoxi-
cating cup; but the fruit which virtue gives,
1s the recompence of toil : and, gradually feen
as 1t ripens, only affords calm fatisfattion;
nay, appearing to be the refult of the natural
tendency of things, 1t 1s {fcarcely olferved,
Bread, the common food of life, fcldom
thought of asablefling, {upports the conftitu-
tion and preferves health; fhill feafts delight
the heart of man, though difeafeand evendeath
lurk 1n the cup or dainty that elevates the {pi
rits or tickles the palate. The lively heated
imagination likewife, to apply the compari-
fon, draws the piture of love, as it draws
every other pitture, with thofe glowing

M " colours,
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colours, which the daring hand will {teal
from the rambow that 1s diretted by a mind,
condemned in a world like this, to prove its
noble origin by panting after unattanable
perfeCtion; ever purfuing what it acknow-
ledges to be a fleeting dream. An imagina-
tion of this vigorous caft can cive exiftence
to infubftantial forms, and ftability to the
fhadowy reveries which the mind naturally
falls into when realities are found vapd. It
can then depi€t love with celefbial charms,
and dote on the grand ideal objet—it can
imagine a degree of mutual affeCtion that fhall
refine the {oul, and not expire when it has
ferved as a ¢ {cale to heavenly;’ and, like de-
votion, make 1t abforb every meaner affection
and defire. In each othersarms, asin a tem-
ple, with its {ummit loft in the clouds, the
world is to be fhut out, and every thought
and wifh, that do not nurture pure affeion
and permanent virtue.—Permanent virtue !
alas! Roufleau, refpectable vifionary! thy pa-
radife would {eon be violated by the entrance
of fome unexpetted gueft., Like Milton’s it
would only contain angels, or men funk be-

low the dignity of rational creatures, Hap-
pinefs 13 not material, 1t cannot be feen or

3 felt!
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felt! Yet the eager purfuit of the good which
every one thapes to his own fancy, proclaims

man the lord of this lower world, and to be
an intelligential creature, who is not to re-

ceive, but acquire happinefs. They, there-
tore, who complain of the delufions of paf-
fion, do not recolle®t that they are exclaim-
ing againft a {irong proof of the immortality
of the foul,

But leaving fuperior minds to correct them-
{elves, and pay dearly for their experience, itis
neceflary toobferve, that 1t isnotagaintt frong,
perfevering paflions; but romantic wavering
feelings that I with to guard the female heart
by exercifing the underftanding:. for thefe
paradifiacal reveries arc oftener the effe® of
idlenefs than of a lively fancy.

Women have feldom {ufficient ferious em-
ployment to filence their feelings; a round of
Little cares, or vain purfuits frittering away
all ftrength of mind and organs, they Dex
come naturally only objecs of fenfe.—In thort,
the whole tenour of female education (the
education of {ociety) tends to render the beft
difpofed romantic and inconflant; and the

remainder vain and mean, In the prefent
ftate of fociety this evil can fcarcely be reme-

M 2 died,'
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died, T am afraid, in the {lighteft degree;
(hiould a more Jaudable ambition ever gan
oround they may be brought nearer to nature
and reafon, and become more virtuous and

ufeful as they grow more refpeable.
Buat, I will venture to aflert that their rea-

fon will never acquire {ufficient {trength to

enable 1t to regulate their conduct, whllt the
making an appearance in the world is the firft
with of the majority of mankind. To this
weak with the natural affeGions, and the moft
ufeful virtues are facrificed.  Gurls marry

merely to better themfelves, to borrow a fig-
nificant vulgar phrafe, and have fuch perfet
power over their hearts as not to permit them-
felves to fall m love till a man with a {upe-
riour fortune offers. On this fubject I mean to

enlarge 1 a future chapter; 1t 15 only necef-
fary to drop a hint at prefent, becaufe women

are fo often degraded by fuffering the felfith
prudence of age to chill the ardour of youth.

- From the fame {ource flows an opinion that
young girls ought to dedicate great part of
their time to needle-work ; yet, this employ-
ment contracts their faculties more than any
other that could have been chofen for them,
by confining theti thoughts to their perfons.

Men
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Men order their clothes to bé made, and have
done with the fubjett; women make their
own clothes, ncceflary or ornamental, and
are continually talking about them; and their
thoughts follow their hands, Itisnotindeedthe
making of neceflaries that weakens the mind;
but the frippery of drefs,  For when a woman
i the lower rank of life makes her hutband's
and children’s clothes, (he does her duty, this
is her part of the familv bufinefs; but when
women work only to drefs better than they
could otherwife afford, 1t 1s worle than fheer
lofs of time. To render the poor virtuous they
muft be employed, and women m the middle
rank of life, did thev not ape the tafhions of
the nobility, without catching their eafe, might
employ them, whilit they themielves ma-
naged their families, nftrocted their children,
and exercifed their own minds.  Garden-
Ing, experimental philofophy, and hiterature,
would afford them {ubjedts to think of and
matter for converfation, that 1 fome degree
would exercife their underftandings. The
converfation of French women, who are not
{o rigidly nailed to their chairs to twift lappets,
and knot ribands, 1s frequently fuperficki;
but, I contend, that 1t 15 pot half {o nfipid
as that of thofe Englith women whole tine

M; is
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s {pent in making caps, bonnets, and the
whole mifchief of trimmings, not to mention
thopping, bargain-hunting, &c. &c.: andit is
the decent, prudent women, who are moft
degraded by thefe practices; for their motive
is fimply vanity. The wanton who exercifes
her tafte to render her paffion alluring, has
fomething more in view,

Thefe obfervations all branch out of 32
general one, which I have before made, and
which cannot be too often infifted upon, for,
fpeaking of men, women, or profeflions, it
will be found that the employment of the
thoughts (hapes the charalter both generally
and indvidually, The thoughts of women
ever hover round their perfons, and is it fur-
prifing that their perfons are reckoned moft
valuable ! Yet fome degree of liberty of
mind 15 neceffary even to form the perfon ;
and this may be one reafon why fome gentle
wives have fo few attrattions befide that
of fex. Add ro this. fedentary employments
render the majority of women fickly—and
falfe notions of female excellence make them
proud of this delicacy, thongh it be another
fetter, that by calling the attention conti-
pually to the body, Cramps the altvity of
the mind, -

Women
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Women of quality {eldom do any of the
manual part of their drefs, confequently only
their tafte 15 exercifed, and they acquire, by
thinking lefs of the finery, when the bufinefs
of their toilet is over, that eafe, which fel-
dom appears in the deportment of women,
who drefs merely for the fake of dreffing,
In faft, the obfervation with refpedt to the
middle rank, the one 1 which talents thrive
beft, extends not to women; for thofe of the
fuperior clafs, by catching, at leaft, a fmat-
tering of literature, and convetfing more with
men, on general topics, acquire more know-
ledge than the women who ape their fathions
and faults without fharing their advantages.
With refpe&t to virtue, to ufe the word in a
comprehenfive fenfe, 1 have {een moft in low
life. Many poor women maintam their chil-
dren by the {weat of their brow, and keep
together families that the vices of the fathers
would have f{cattered abroad; but gentle-
women are too indolent to be atively vir
tuous, and are foftened -rather than refined
by civilization. Indeed, the good fenfe which
I have met with, among the poor women who
have had few advantages of education, and
yet have adted heroically, ftrongly confirmed

M4 me
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me in the opinion that trifling employments
have rendered woman a trifler, "Man, tak-
ing her ¥ body, the mind 1s left to ruft; {o
that while phyfical love cnervates man, as
being his favourite recreation, he will endea-
vour to enflave woman :—and, who can tell,
how many generations may be neceffary to
oive vigour to the virtue and talents of the

freed pofterity of abject flaves 1"?

In tracing the caufes that, in my opi-
nion, have degraded woman, I have con-
fined my obfervations to fuch as univerfally
a&t upon the morals and manners of the whole
fex, and to me it appears clear that they all
fpring from want of underftanding, Whe-
ther this arife from a phyfical or accidental
weaknefs of faculties, time alone can deter-
mine; for I fhall not lay any great ftrefs on the

example of a few women | who, from hay-

ng

* ¢ [ take her body,’ fays Ranger,

+ ¢ Suppofing that women are voluntary flaves—{la-
¢ very of any kind is unfavourable to human happinefs and
¢ improvement,’ Knox's Lffays.

1 Sappho, Eloifa, Mrs, Macaulay, the Emprefs of Ruf-
fia, Madame d’Eon, &c. Thefe, and many more,

may
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ine received a mafculine education, have ac-
quired courage and refolution; 1 only con-
tend that the men who have been placed in
fimilar fitvations, have acquired a fimilar
charalter—TI {peak of bodies of men, and that
men of genins'afld talents have {tarted out of
a clufs, m which women have never yet been
| Placed. '

may be reckoned exceptions; and, are not all heroes, as
well as heroines, exceptions w general rules! I wifl

to fec women neither heroines nor brutes; but reafonabls
creatures,

CHAP.
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CHAP. V.

ANIMADVERSIONS ON SOME OF THE WRI~
TERS WHO HAVE RENDERED WOMEN (OB~

JECTS OF PITY, BORDERING ON CON-
TEMPT.

Thue opinions {pecioufly fupported, in fome

modern publications on the female charader
and education, which have given the tone to
moft of the obfervations made, in a more cur-

fory manner, on the fex, remain now to be
cxamined,

SECT,. I

I suaLr begin with Roufleau, and give a
{ketch of his charater of woman, 1n his own
words, inter{perfing comments and reflec-
tions. My comments, it 15 true, will all
{pring from a few fimple principles, and
might have been deduced from what I have
already faid; but the artificial ftructure has

been raifed with fo much ingenuity, that it
feems
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{eems neceffary to attack 1t i a more circum-
{tantial manner, and make the application
myfelf.

Sophia, fays Rouffeau, fhould be as per-
fe&t a woman as Emilius 15 2 man, and to
render her fo, it is neceffary to cxamine the
charalter which nature has given to -the

fex.
He then proceeds to prove that woman

ought to be weak and paflive, becaufe fhe has
lefs bodily ftrength than man; and hence
infers, that fhe was formed to pleafe and to
be fubjedt to him; and that it is her duty
to render herfelf agreeable to her mafter—
this being the grand end of her exiftence®.
Still, however, to give a little mock dignity
to luft, he infifts that man fhould not exert

his ftrength, but depend on the wili of the
woman, when he fecks for pleafure with

her.

¢ Hence we deduce a third confequence
¢ from the different conftitutions of the {exes ;
¢ which is, that the trongeft (hould be mal-
¢ ter in appearance, and' be dependent in falt
¢ on the weakeft; and that not from any

% 1 have already jnferted the paffage, page 99..
¢ friyolous
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¢ frivolous practice of gallantry or vanity of
¢ protetorfhip, but from an invariable law
¢ of nature, which, furmfbing woman with
¢ a greater facility to excite delires than fhe
* has given man to fatisfy them, makes the

¢ Jateer dependent on the good pleafure of the
¢ former, and compels lim to endeavour to

¢ pleafe in his turn, order to obtain ber
¢ confent that be fbould be flrongeff™.  On
¢ thefe occafions, the molt deiightful cir-.
¢ cumftance a man finds in his victory 1s, to
¢ doubt whether it was the woman’s weak-
¢ nefs that yielded to his fuperior ftrength,
¢ or whether her inclinations fpoke n his
¢ favour: the females are alfo generally art-
¢ ful enough to leave this matter m doubt.
¢ The underftanding of women anfwers m
¢ this refped perfeitly to their conftitution :
¢ {o far from being afhamed of their weaknefs,
¢ they glory in it; their tender mufcles make
¢ no refiftance; they affect to be incapable of
¢ lifting the {malleft busthens, and would
“ bluth to be thought robuft and ftrong.  To
¢ what purpofe 1s all this? Not merely for
¢ the fake of appearing delicate, but through
¢ an artful precaution: it 1s thus they pro-

¥ What nonfenfc!

¢ yide
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¢ vide an cxcufe beforehand, and a right to
¢ be fecble when they think 1t expedient.’

I have quoted this paflage, left my read-
ers thould fufpet that T warped the author's
reafoning to fupport my own arzuments, [
have already afferted that m cducating wo-
men thele fundumental principles lead toa fyf-
tem of cunuing and lafcivioufnefs,

Suppofing woman to have been formed
only to pleafe, and be {ubjett to man, the
conclufion 15 juft, fhe ought to facrifice
every other confideration to render herfelf
agrecable to him: and let this brutal defire
of felf-prefervation be the grand fpring of
all her a&ions, when 1t 15 proved to beo
the iron bed of fate, to fit which her cha-
ratter thould be {tretched or contratted, re-
gardlefs of all moral or phyfical diftinCtions,
But, if, as I think, may be demonflrated, the
purpofes, of even this life, viewing the whole,
be fubverted by practical rules buxlt upon this
1onoble bafe, I may be ailowed to doubt whe-
xher woman were created for man: and,
though the cry of irreligion, or even atheifm,
be raifed againft me, I will imply declare,
that were an angel from heaven to tell me

that
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that Mofes’s beautiful, poetical cofmogony,
and the account of the fall of man, were lite-
rally true, 1 could not believe what my rea.
fon told me was derogatory to the charater
of the Supreme Being: and, having no fear
of the devil before mine eyes, 1 venture to
call thisa fuggeftion of reafon, mftead of reft-
ing my weaknefs on the broad fhoulders of
the firlt feducer of my frail fex.

‘ It being once demonftrated,” continues
Roufleau, ¢ that man and woman are not,
¢ nor ought to be, conflitutea alke in tem-
¢ perament and charater, 1t follows of courfe
¢ that they fhould not be educated in the fame
¢ manner. In purfuing the diretions of na-
¢ ture, they ought indeed to at m concert,
¢ but they fhould not be engaged in the fame
“ employments : the end of their purfuits
¢ {hould be the fame, but the means they
¢ thould take to accomplifh them, and of

¢ confequence their taftes and inclinations,
¢ thould be different.’

 Whether I confider the peculiar deftina-

¢ tion of the fex, obferve their mclinations,
* or remark their dutics, all things equally
¢ concur
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concur to point ou the peculiar method of
education beft adapted to them. Woman
and man were made for each other; but
their mutual dependence 1s not the fame.
The men depend on the women only on

account of thetr defires: the women on the
men both on account of their defires and

their neceffities: we could {ubfift better
without them than they without us,’

¢ For this reafon, the education of the wo-
men fhould be always relative to the men.

To pleafe, to be ufeful to us, to make us love
and efteem them, to educate us whenyoung,
and take care of us when grown up, to ad-
vife, to confole us, to render our lives
eafy and agreeable: thefe are the duties of
women at all times, and what they fhould
be taught in their mfancy. So loﬁg as we
fail to recur to this principle, we run wide
of the mark, and all the precepts which
are given them contribute nether to their
happinefs nor our cwn.’ |

e » 4 » » ” . . ’ . . . Y 4

¢ Girls are from their earlieft infancy fond -
of drefs. Not content with being pretty,
¢ they
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¢

¢

they are defirous of being thought fo; we
{ee, by all thewr little airs, that this thought
engages their attention; and they are hardly
capable of underftanding what is faid to
them, before they arc to be governed by
talking to them of what people will think
of their behaviour. The fame motive,
however, indifcreetly made ufe of with
boys, has not the fame cifedt: provided

¢ they are let purfue their amufements at

6

¢

¢

4

£

pleafure, they care very little what people
think of them. Time and pains are necef=
fary to {ubjet boys to this motive.

¢ Whenceloever girls derive this firft lef-
fon, 1t 1s a very geod one. As the body is
born, in a manner, before the foul, our firft
concern fhould be to cultivate the formers
this order is common to both fexes, but the
objelt of that cultivation 1s different. In
the one {ex it is the developement of cor-
poreal powers; in the other, that of per-

¢ fonal charms: not that either the quality of

¢ ftrength or beauty ought to be confined

¢

¢

exclufively to cne fex; but only that the
order of the cultivation of both 1s in that

¢ refpect reverfed.  Women certainly rea

“ quire



¢

4

¢

4

RIGHTS OF WOMAN. '177’

quire as much ftrength as to enable them

to move and at gracefully, and men as
much addre(s as to qualify them to al

¢ with eafe.’

¢ Children of both fexes havea great many
amufements in common; and {o they ought;

have they not alfo many fuch when they

are grown up? Each fex has alfo its pecu-
liar tafte to diftinguith in this particular.
Boys love fports of noife and atuvity; to
beat the drum, to whip the top, and to
drag about their httle carts: girls, on the
other hand, are fonder of things of fhow
and ornament: fuch as murrours, trinkets,
and dolls: the doll 1s the peculiar amufe-
ment of the females; from whence we {ee
their tafte plinly adapted to their deftina-
tion, 'The phyfical part of the art of pleaf-
ing lics in drefs; and this 1s all which chil-
dren are capacitated to cultivate of that art.

" & ’ . 9 ¢ » 9 4 " ¢ " ]

¢ Here then we fee a primary propenfity
firmly eftablifhed, which you need only to

purfue and regulate. The little creature

will doubtlefs be very: defirous to know
N ¢ how
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¢ how to drefs up her doll, to makeits flecve-
¢ knots, its flounces, its head-drefs, &c. fhe
¢ is obliged to have fo much recourfe to the
¢ people about her, for their affiftance in thefe
¢ articles, that 1t would be much more agree-
¢ able to her to owe them all to her own -
¢ duftry. Hence we have a good reafon for
¢ the firft leflons that are ufually taught thefs
¢ young females: 1n which we do not appear
‘ to be fetting.them a tafk, but obliging
¢ them, by inftrufting them 1n what 15 im-
‘ mediately ufeful to themfelves. And, in
¢ fa&k, almoft all of them learn with relu@-
¢ ance to read and write; but very readily
¢ apply themlelves to the ufe of their needles.
¢ They 1magine themfelves already grown
¢ up, and think with pleafure that {uch qua-
¢ lifications will cnable them to decorate
¢ themielves.’

This 15 certaily only an education of the
body; but Roufieau 1s not the only man who
has mdlreétly faid that merely the perfon
of a young woman, without any mind, un-
lefs animal fpirits come under that defcrip-
tion, 1s very pleafing. To render 1t weak,

and what fome may call beautiful, the un-
derftanding
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derftaiding is negleted, and girls forced to
it fhll, play with dolls andliften to foolifh con-
verfations ;—the effe& of habit is infifted upon
as an undoubted 1ndication of nature, I know
it was Roufleau’s opinion that the firft years
of youth fhould be employed to form the
body, though in educating Emihus he deviates
from this plan; yet, the difference between
trengthening the body, on which ftrength
of mind mn a great meafure depends, and only
giving 1t an ealy motion, 1s very wide.

Roufleau’s obfervations, 1t it proper to re-
mark, were made in a country where the art
of pleafing was refined only to extra@ the
aroflnefs of vice. He did not oo back to na-
ture, or his ruling appetite difturbed the ope-
rations of reafon, elfe he would not have
drawn thefe crude inferences.

In France boys and girls, particularly the
latter, are only educated to pleale, to ma-
nage their perfons, and regulate their exterior
‘behaviour; and their minds are corrupted, at
a very early age, by the worldly and pious
cautions they receive to guard them againtt
immodefty. 1 {peak of paft times. The very
confeflions which mere children were obliged

N 2 to



130 VINDICATION OF THE

to make, and the queftions afked by the holy
men, 1 affert thefe fa@ts on good authority,
were fufficient to imprefs a fexual character;
and the education of fociety was a {chool of
coquetry and art. At the age of ten or ele-
ven; nay, often much fooner, girls began to
coquet, and talked, unreproved, of eftablifh-
ing themf{clves in the world by marriage,

In fhort, they were treated hke women,
almoft from their very birth, and compliments

were liftened to inftead of nftruction. Thele,
weakening the mind, Nature was {uppofed to
have afted like a ftep-mother, when. fhe
formed this after-thought of creation.

Not allowing them underftanding, how-
ever, 1t was but confiftent to fubject them to
authority independent of reafon; and to pre-
pare them for this fubjection, he gives the
following advice

“ Girls ought to be attive and diligent s
“ nor 15 that all; they fhould alfo be carly
¢ {ubjeted to reftrant. This misfortune, if
“ it really be one, 15 mfeparable from their
¢ {ex; nor do they ever throw it off but to
¢ fuffer more cruel evils,  They muft be fub-
¢ jet, all thar lives, to the moft conftant
¢ and fevere reftramt, which is that of decos

‘ rum:
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ram: it 13, therefore, neceffary to accuf-

‘ tom them early to fuch confinément, that

¢

(

¢

‘

it may not afterwards coft them too dear;
and to the fupprefhion of their caprices, that
thcy may the more readily {ubmit to the
will of others. If, indeed, they be fond
of bemg always at work, they fhould be
fometimes compelled to lay it afide.  Diffi-
pation, levity, and mcoaftancy, are faults
that readily {pring up from their firft pro-
penfities, when corrupted or perverted by
too much indulgence. To prevent this
abufe, we fhould teach them, above all
things, tolay a due reftraint on themfelves,
The life of a modeft woman s reduced, by
our abfurd mftitutions, to a perpetual con-
fil with herfelf: not but jt 1s juft that this
fex thould partake of the fufterings which

arifc from thofe evils 1t hath caufed us.’
And why 1s the life of a modeft woman a

perpetual conflit ! I fhould an{wer, that this
very fyftem of education makes it fo. Mo-
defty, temperance, and {elf-denial, are the fober
oftspring of reafon; but when fenfibility is
nurtured at the expence of the underftand-
ing, fuch weak beings muft be reftrained by
arbitrary means, and be {ubjected to continual

N 3 confhits;
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conflits; but give their aQivity of mind a
wider range, and nobler pafhons and motives
will govern their appetites and fentiments.

¢ The common attachment and regard of
¢ a mother, nay, merc habit, will make her
“ beloved by her children, if the do nothmg
“ to mcur their hate, Even the conftrant
¢ fhe lays them under, 1f well direGed, will
¢ increafe their affettion, inftead of leflening
¢ it; becaufe a ftate of dependence being na-
‘ tural tothe fex, they perceive themfelves
¢ formed for obedience.’ -

This 15 begging the queftion; for fervitude
not only debafes the individual, but its effeds
feem to be tranfmitted to pofterity. Confi-
dering the length of time that women have
been dependent, 1s 1t furpnfing that fome of
them hug thewr chamns, and fawn like the
fpanicl ! ¢ Thefe dogs,” obferves a natu-
ralift, ¢ at firft kept their ears ere® ; but cuf-
¢ tom has fuperfeded nature, and a token of
¢ fear 1s become a beauty.’

¢ For the fame reafon,” adds Roufleau,
¢ women have, or ought. to have, but littlc

¢ Jiberty; they are apt to mdulge themfclves

¢ exceflively in what 1s allowed them, Ad-

¢ ditted 1 every thing to extremes, they are
4 | ‘even
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¢ cven more tranfported at therr diverfions
¢ than boys.’

The anfwer to this 1s very fimple.  Slaves
and mobs have always indulged themfelves
the fame excefles, when once they broke
loofe from authority.—~The bent bow recoils
with violence, when the hand 1s fuddenly
relaxed that forcibly held it; and {enfibility,
the play-thing of outward circumftances,
mult be {ubjefted to authonty, or moderated
by reafon,

¢ There refults,” he continues, ¢ from this
¢ habitual reftraint a traCtablenefs which wo-
‘ men have occafion for during their whole
¢ lives, as they conftantly remain either un-
¢ der fubjection 10 the men, or to the opi-
¢ nions of mankind; and are never permitted
¢ to {et themfelves above thofe opinions. The
¢ firft and moft important qualification 1 a
¢ woman 15 good-nature or {weetnefs of tem-
¢ per: formed to obey a being fo mperfet
“ as man, often full of vices, and always full
¢ of faults, the onght to learn betimes even
¢ to {ufter injuftice, and to bear the mfults
¢ of a hufband without complant; it 15 not
¢ for his fake, but her own, that fhe fhould

¢ be of 3 mild difpofition. The perverfenefs
' N 4 ‘ and
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“ and ill-nature of the women only ferve to
“ aggravate ther own misfortunes, and the
‘ mifconduct of their hufbands; they might
¢ plainly perceive that {uch are not the arms
¢ by which they gan the {uperionity.”

Formed to live with fuch an imperfect
being as man, they ought to learn from the
exercife of their faculties the neceflity of for
bearance ; but all the facred rights of huma-
nity are violated by nfifting on blind obe-
dience; or, the moft facred rights be]ong'ofz/y.
toman. |

The being who patiently endures injuf-
tice, and filently bears wfults, will foon be-
come upjuft, or unable to difcern right froni
wrong. Befides, I deny the fadt, this is not
the true way to form or meliorate the tem-
per; for, asa fex, men have better tem-
pers than wormen, becaule they are occupied
by purfuits that ntereft the head as well as
ihe heart; and the fteadinefs of the head
sives a healthy temperatore to the heart,
People of ienhibility have {cldom good tem-
pers.  The formation of the temper is thie
cool work of reaton, when, as life advances,
the mixes with happy art, jarring clements,
I never knew a weak or ignorant perfon who

hag
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had a gcood temper, though that conftitu-
tional good humour, and that docility, which
fcar ftamps on the behaviour, often obtains
the name. 1fay behaviour, for genuipe meek-
nefs never reached the heart or mind, unlefs
as the effect of reflettion; and that fimple re-
ftraint produces a number of peccant humours
in domeftic life, many fenfible men will allow,
who find fome of thefe gentle irritable crea-
tures, very troublefome companions.

¢ Each fex,” he further argues, ¢ fhould
¢ nrelerve its peculiar tone and manner; a
¢ meek hufband may make a wife impertinent ;
¢ but mildnefs of difpofition on the woman's
¢ fide will always bring a man back to rea-
¢ {on, at leaft if he be not abfolutely a brute,

¢ and will {ooncr or later triumph over him,’
Perhaps the milduefs of reafon might fome-
times have this effect; but abjed fear alwavs
infpires contempt ; and tears are only cloquent
when they flow down fair checks,

Of what materials can that heart be com-
pofed, which can melt when nfulted, and
ftcad of revolting at myuftice, kifs the rod?
Is it unfair to fer that her virtue 15 bult
o narrow views and fellifbnefs, who can
C*ncfb 3 many W ith true femmme {oftnefs,

the
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the very moment when he treats her tyrane
nically? Nature never dictated fuch infine-
cerity';——-‘-and, though prudence of this fort be
termed a virtue, morality becomes vague
when any part is fuppofed to rett on falfe-
hood. Thele are mere expedients, and ex-’
pedicnts are only ulcful for the moment.

Let the hufband beware of trufting tog
amplicitly to this {ervile obedience for if his
wife can with winning {weetnefs carefs him
when angry, and when fhc ought tobeangry,
unlefs contempt had fhified a natural effer-
vefcence, the may do the fame after parting
with a lover. Thefe are all preparations for
adultery; or, fhould the fear of the world,
or of hell; reftramn her defire of plealing other
men, when the can no lenger pleafe her huf-
band, what {ubftitute can be found by a being
who was only formed, by nature and art, to
pleafe man? what can make her amends for
this privation, or where 1s fhe to feck fora
frefh  employment? where find fufficient
{trength of mind to determine to begin the
fearch, when her habits are fixed, and vanity
has long ruled her chaotic mind !

But this partial moralift recommends cun-
niag {yitematically and plaufibly. |

* Daugnters
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¢ Daughters thould be always {ubmiffive;
¢ their mothers, however, fhould not be 1n-

¢ exorable, To make a young perfon trad-
¢ able, (he ought not to be made unhappy,

¢ to make her modeft fhe ought not to be
¢ rendered ftupid.  On the contrary, I {hould
“ not be difpleafed at her being permitted to
¢ ufe fome art, not to elude punifhment in
¢ cafe of difobedience, but to exempt herfelf
¢ from the neceflity of obeying, It is not
¢ neceflary to make her dependence burden-
¢ fome, but only to let her feel it. Subtilty
¢ 15 a talent natural to the fex; and, as I am
¢ per{uaded, all our natural inclnations are
‘ right and good in themfelves, I am of opi-
¢ nion this thould be cultivated as well as the
¢ others: it 15 requifite for us only to prevent
¢ 1ts abufe.’

¢ Whatever 15, 15 night,” he then proceeds
triumphantly to mfer. Granted;—yet, per-
haps, no aphorifm ever contained a more pa-
radoxical aflertion, It 15 a folemn truth with

refpe® to God. He, reverentially I {peak,
fees the whole at once, and faw its juft pro-

portions 11 the womb of time; but man,
who can only infpe@ disjomnted payts, finds
many things wrong; and it 15 a part of the

{yftem,
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{yftem, and therefore right, that he fhould
endeavour to alter what appears to him to be
{o, even while he bows to the Wifdom of
his Creator, and refpects the darknefs he la-
bours to difperfe,

The nference that ollows is juft, {up-
pofing the principle to be found. ¢ The {u-
¢ perionity of addrefs, peculiar to the female
¢ {ex, 15 a very equitable indemmhcation for
“ thewr mferiorty in point of ftrength ; without
this, waman would not be the companion
of man; but his {lave: it is by her {uperiour
artand mgenuity that fhe preferves her equa-
lity, and coverns um while fhe afie@ls to
obey. YVoman has cvery thing againt her,
as well our faults, as her own tumidity and
weaknefs; fhe has nothing in her favour, but

her fubtilty and ber beauty. Is it not very
reafonable, therefore, fhe fthould cultivate
“ both?’ Greatnefs of mind can never dwell
with cunntng, or addrefs ; for I thall not boggle
about words, when thewr diredt fignification
i infincerity and fallchood, but content my-
telf with obferving, that if any clafs of man.
kind be {o created that it muft neceflarily be

cducated by rules not finétly deducible from
truth, virtue 15 an affair of convention, How

&

¢

14

4

could
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could Roufleau dare to aflert, after giving this
advice, that 1a the grand end of exiftence the

object of both fexes fhould be the fame, when
he well knew that the mind, formed by its

puriuits, 1s expanded by great views {wallow-
ing up little ones, or that 1t becomes itfelf
little ?

Men have fuperiour ftrengtn of body; but
were it not for muftaken notions of beauty,
women would acquire fufficient to enable
them to earn their own fubfiftence, the true
definition of independence; and to bear thofe
bodily inconveniencies and exertions that are
requifite to ftrengthen the mind.

Let us then, by being allowed to take the
fame exercife as boys, not only durimg nfancy,
but youth, arrive at perfection of body, that
we may know how far the natural {uperiority
of man extends. For what reafon or virtue
can be expefted from a creature when the

feed-time of life 1s ncgletted : None—did not
~ the winds of heaven cafually fcatter many ufe-

ful feeds in the fallow ground,
¢ Beauty cannot be acquired by drefs, and

¢ coquetry is an art not fo early and fpeedily
¢ attained.  While guls are yet young, how:-

¢ ever, they are in a capacity to ftudy agree-
b ¢ able
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¢ able gefture, a pleafing modulation of voice,
¢ an ealy c‘al'riage and behaviour; as well as
¢ to take the advantage of gracefully adapt-

¢ ing their looks and attitudes to time, place,
¢ and occafion. Their application, therefore,

¢ thould not be folely confined to the arts of
¢ induftry and the needle, when they come
< to difplay other taleuts, whofe utility 1s al-
¢ ready apparent.

¢ For my part, I would have a young
¢ Englithwoman cultivate her agrecable ta:
¢ lents, in order to pleafe her future hufband,
¢ with as much care and afliduity as a young
¢ Circafhan cultivates her’s, to fit her for
¢ the Haram of an Ealtern bafhaw.’

To reader women completely mfigmficant,
he adds—* The tongues of women are very
¢ yoluble; they fpeak earlier, more readily,
¢ and more agreeably, than the men; they
¢ are accufed alfo of {peaking much more:
¢ but {o it ought to be, and I thould be very
¢ ready to convert this reproach to a com-
¢ pliment; theyr lips and eyes have the fame
¢ activity, and for the fame reafon, A man
¢ {peaks of what he knows, a woman of what
‘ pleafes her; the one requires knowledge,
‘ the other tafte; the principal object of a

‘ man’s

/
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man’s difcourfe fhould be what is ufeful,
that of 2 woman’s what 15 agrecable. There
ought to be nothing in common between
their different converfation but truth.”:

¢ We ought not, therefore, to reftrain the
prattle of girls, 1 the fame manner as we
thould that of boys, with that fevere quef-
tion; o what purpofe are you talking? but
by another, which 15 no lefs difficult to
anfwer, How will your difeonr e be recerved?
In mfancy, while they are as yet incapable
to difcern good from evil, they ought to
obferve it, as a law, never to fay any thing
dif; 1crrccable to thole whom they are fpeal.-
ing to: what will render the practice of this

rule alfo the more difficult, 15, that 1t muft
ever be {ubordinate to the former, of never

{peaking fallely or telling an untruth.’

To sovern the tongue 1n thlb manner muft

require great addrefs deed; and 1t 15 too

much practifed both by men and women.—

Cut of the abundance of the heart how few

peak ! So few, that I, who love fimplicity,
would gladly aive up politenefs for a quarter

of the virtue that has been {acrificed to an

equivocal quality which at beft thould only be
the polifh of virtue.

But,
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£

But, to complete the fketch, ¢ It is eafy
to be conceived, that if male children be

‘not in a capacity to form any true notions

¢

(4

4

¢

¢

of religion, thofe ideas muft be greatly
above the conception of the females: 1t is

for this very reafon, I would begin to fpeak
to them the carlier on this fubjelt; for if
we were to wait till they were m a capa-
city to difcufs methodically fuch profound
queftions, we fhould run a nfk of never
{peaking to them on this fubject as long as
they lived. Reafon m women 15 a prac-
tical reafon, capacttating them artfully to
difcover the means of attaining a known
end, but whici would never enable them
to difcover that end tfelt, The focial
relations of the fexes are ndeed truly ad-
mirable: from their union there refults a
moral perfon, of which woman may be
termed the eyes, and man the hand, with

“ this dependence on each other, that it 13

¢

4

4

from the man "that the woman is to learn
what fhe is to fec, and 1t s of the woman

that man is to learn what he ought to do,
Ifwoman could recur to the firlt principles
of things as well as man, and man was
capacitated to enter into their mmutic as

¢ well
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¢ well as woman, always independeit of
¢ ¢ach other, they would live.in perpetual
¢ difcord, and their union could not {fubfift,
¢ But in the prefent harmony which natu-
“ rally fubfifts between them, their different
¢ faculties tend to one common end; it is
¢ difficult to fay which of them conduces the
‘ moft toit: each follows the impulfe of the
¢ other; each 1s obedient, and both are
¢ mafters.! |

¢ As the condué of 2 woman is fubfervient
¢ to the public opinion, her faith in matters

¢ of religion fhould, for that very reafon, be
¢ fubjet to authority. Every daughter ought

“t0 be of the fame relgion as her mother,
“ and every wife to be of the fame religion

“ as ber bufband: for, though fuch re!{éfm
¢ Jhould be falfe, that docility which snduces
< the mother and daughter to fubmit to the

¢ order of nature, takes away, m the [ight of
¢ God, the crimmality of their errar *.)  As

* What is to be the confequencey if the mother’s and
hufband’s opinion fhould chance not to agree? An ignorant
perfon cannot be reafoned out of an error—and when per-
fuiaded to give up one prejudice for another the mind is
unfettled. Indeed, the hufband may not have any religion
to teach her, though in fuch a fituation {he will be in great
want of a fupport to, her virtu¢, independent of worldly
confidcrations.

O ¢ they
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* they arc not in a capacity to judge for them~
¢ {elves, they-ought to abide by the decifion

“ of their fathers and hufbands as confidently
" as by that of the church.’

- ¢ As authority ought to regulate the reh-
. oion of the women, it is not fo needful to
¢ explain to them the reafons for their belief,
as to lay down precilely the tenets they are
to believe: for the creed, which prefents
“ only obfcure 1deas to the mind, 15 the {ourcc
¢ of fanaticifm; and that which prefents ab-
¢ {urdities, leads to mhdelity.” .

Abfolute, uncontroverted authority, it
feems, muft {ubfift fomewhere: but is not
this a dire& and exclofive appropriation of rea-

fon? The rignts of humanity have been thus
confined to the male line from Adam down-

wards. Roufleau would carry his male anif-
tocracj ftll further, for he infinuates, that
he thould not blame thofe, who contend for
leaving woman in a ftate of the moft profound
ienorance, if it were not neceffary in order
to preferve her chaftity and juftify the man’s
choice, 1n the eyes of the world, to give her a
little knowledge of men, and the cuftoms pro-
duced by human paflions; elfe the might pro-
pagate at home without being rendered lefs vo-

luptuous and innocent by the exercife of her
under-
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uﬁderﬁaﬂding: excepting, indeed, during the
firlt year of marriage, when fhe might em-
ploy 1t to drefs like Sophia, ¢ Her drefs
‘15 extremely modeft 1 appearance, and
¢ yet very coquettith in fact: the does not
¢ make a difplay of her charms, fhe con-
¢ ceals them; but m concealing them, fhe
‘ knows how to affe®t your imagination.
¢ Bvery one who fees her will fay, There
¢ 15 2 modeft and difcreet zirl; but while
¢ you are near her, your eves and affections
¢ wander all over her perfon, {o that you can-
¢ not withdraw them; and you would con-
¢ clude, that every part of her drefs, fimple
¢ as 1t feems, was only put 1n its proper order
‘ to be taken to pieces by the imagination.’
Is this modefty? Is this a preparation for im-
mortality ¢ Again.—What opiion are we to
form of a {yftem of education, when the au-
thor fays of his heroine, ¢ that with her, doing
¢ things well, 1s but a fecondary concern j her
¢ principal concern 15 to do them zeatly.”
Secondary, in fa&, are all her virtues and
qualities, for, refpeting religion, he makes
her parents thus addrefs her, accuftomed to
{fubmifhon—¢ Your hufband will mﬁru& you

‘I ?oad time.

02 After
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-~ After thus cramping a woman’s mind, if,
in ordet to Keep it fair, he have not made 1t
quite a blank, he advifes Ler to reflect, that
a reflefting man may not yawn i1 her com-
pany, when he 1s tired of carefling her.—
What has fhe to refle& about who muft
obey? and would it not be a refinement on
cruelty only to open her mind to make the

darknefs and mifery of her fate vifible? Yet,
thefe are his fenfible remarks 3 how confiftent
with what I have already been obliged to

quote, to give a fair view of the {ubject, the
reader may determine,

¢ "They who pafs their whole lives in work-
¢ ing for their daily bread, have no ideas be-
¢ yond their bufinefs or their intereft, and all
¢ their underftanding feems to lie in their
¢ fingers’ ends. This ignorance is neither
¢ prejudicial to their mtegnty nor their mo-
¢ rals; it is often of fervice to them. Some-
¢ times, by means of reflection, we are led to

¢ compound with our duty, and we eonciude
¢ by fubftituting a jargon of words, n the

¢ room of things, Our own confcience 15
¢ the moft enlightened philofopher. There

¢ 15 no need to be acquainted with Tully’s
¢ offices, to make a man of probity: and
‘ .perhaps the moft virtuous woman in the

3 ‘ world,
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¢ world, is the leaft acquainted with the de.
¢ finition of virtue, But it is no lefs true,
¢ that an improved underftanding only can
¢ render fociety agrecable; and it isa melan~
* choly thing for a father of a family, who
¢ is fond of home, to be obliged to be always
¢ wrapped up in him{elf, and to have nobody
¢ about him to whom he can impart his fen-
b timents.

¢ Befides, how fhould a woman void of
¢ reflettion be capable of educating her chil-
¢ dren{ How fhould fhe difcern what is
¢ proper for them? How fhould fhe incline
them ta thofe virtues fhe 1s unacquainted

* with, or to that mert of which fhe has no
¢ idea? She can only footh or chide them;

¢ render them infolent or timid: fhe will °
¢ make them formal coxcombs, or ignorant
¢ blockheads; but will never make them fen-
¢ fible or amiable,” How indeed fhould fhe,
when her hufband is not alwaysat hand to lend
her his reafon?—when they- both together
make but one moratbeing, A blind will, ¢ eyes
¢ without hands,” would goa very httle way ;
and perchance his abftratt reafon, that fhould
concentrate the {cattered beams of her practical
seafon, may be employed in judging of the

Q3 flavour
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flavour of wine, defcanting on the fauces
molt proper for turtle; or, more profoundly
intent at a card-table, he may be generalizing
tis 1deas as he bets away his fortune, leaving

all the mmntie of education to his helpmatc?
or to chance.

But, grantmg that woman ought to be
beautiful, mnocent, aud filly, to render her
a more alluring and indulgent companion ;—
what 15 her underftanding facrificed for? And
why 1s all this preparation neceffary only,
according to Roufleau’s own account, to make
her the mftrefs of her hufband, a very fhort
time? For no man ever infifted more on the
tranfient nature of love. Thus {peaks the
philofopher. ¢ Senfual pleafures are tranfient.
¢ The habitval ftate of the affections al-
“ ways lofes by their gratification. The ima-
¢ gmation, which decks the obje& of our
¢ defires, 15 loft n fruition, Excepting the
¢ Supreme Being, who is felf-exiftent, there
¢ 15 nothing beautiful but what is ideal.’

But he returns to his unintelligible para-
doxes zfgain, when he thus addrefles Sophia.
“ Emilis, in becoming your hufband, is
¢ become your mafter; and claims your obe-
“ dience. Such is the order of nature. When
¢ a man 1s married, however, to fuch a wifc

¢ as
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¢ as Sophia, it 1s proper he fhould be directed
¢ by her: this 15 allo agreeable to the order
¢ of nature: 1t 1s, therefore, to give you as
¢ much authority over his heart as his fex
¢ gives him over your perfon, that I have
‘ made you the arbiter of his pleafures. It
‘ may coft you, perhaps, fome difagrecable
¢ {elf-denial; but you will be certain of main-
¢ taining your empire over hum, 1f you can
¢ preferve it over yourfelf—what I have al-
¢ ready obferved, alfo, fhows me, that this
¢ difficult attempt does not furpafs your
¢ courage.

‘ Would you have your hufband con-
¢ flantly at your feet? keep him at {ome
¢ diftance from your perfon.  You will long
¢ maintain the authority in love, if you know
¢ but how to render your favours rare and
¢ valuable. It s thus you may employ even
¢ thearts of coquetry in the fervice of virtue,
¢ and thofe of love in that of reafon,’ .

I fhall clofe my extralts with a juft de-
{cription of a comfortable couple. ¢ And yet
¢ you muft not imagine, that even fuch ma-
¢ nagement will always fufhice. Whatever
¢ precaution be taken, enjoyment will, by
¢ degrees, take off theedge of paffion. but

O 4 f when
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¢ whett love hath lafted as long as poflible,
* a pleafing habitude fupplies its place, and
¢ the attichment of a mutual confidence fucs
¢ ceeds to the tranfports of paflion. Children
“ often form a more agreeable and permanent
¢ conneon between married people than
‘ even love itfelf, When you ceale to be
¢ the muftrefs of Emilius, you will continue
¢ to be his wife and friend, you will be the
¢ mother of his children .’

Children, he truly obferves, form a rnuch
more permanent connexton between married
people than love. Beauty, he declares, will
not be vilued, or even feen after a couple
have lived fix months together; artificial
eraces and coquetry will likewile pall on the
fenfes: why then docs he fay that a girl fhould
be educated for her hufband with the fame
care as for an eaftern haram?

] now appeal from the reveres of fancy
and refined licentioufnefs to the good fenfe
of rhankind, whether, if the object of edu-
cation be to prepare women to become chafte
wives and fenfible mothers, the method fo
plaufibly recommended in the foregoing fketch,
be the one bt caleulated to produce thofe
cnds? Will it be allowed that the fureft way

% Rouffeau’s Emilius,
to
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to make a2 wife chafte, 1s to teach heér ta
practife the wanton arts of a miftrefs, termed
virtuous coquetry, by the fenfualit who can
no longer relith the artlefs charms of fincerity,
or talte the pleafure anfing from 2 tender
intimacy, when confidence is unchecked by
{ufpicion, and rendered interefting by fenfe ?

The man who can be contented to live
with a pretty, ufeful companion, without
a mind, has loft i voluptuous gratifications a
tafte for more rchined enjoyments; he has
never felt the calm {atisfaction, that refrefhes
the parched heart, like the filent dew of hea-
ven,~—of being beloved by one who could un-
derftand him,—In the fociety of his wife he is
ftill alone, unlels when the man 1s funk 1in
the brate. ¢ The charm of life.” fays a grave
philofophical reafoner, 1s ¢ fympathy; no-
¢ thing pleafes us more than to obferve in
‘ other men a fellow-feeling with all the
¢ emotions of our own breaft,’

But, according to the tenour of reafoning,
by which women are kept from the tree of
knowledge, the important years of youth,
the ufefulnefs of age, and the rational hopes
of futurity, are all to be facrificed to render
women an cbje& of. defire fora fhort time.
Befides, how could Roufleau expeét them to

be
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be virtuous and conftant when reafon is nei-
ther allowed to be the foundation of their

virtue, nor truth the objet of their inquiries ?
But all Roufleau’s crrors in reafoning arofe

from {enlibility, and fenfibality to therr charms
women are very ready to forgive! When he
fhould have reafoned he became impafhoned,
and refleCtion inflamed his imagination n-
ftead of enlightening his underftanding. Even
his virtues alfo led hum farther aftray; for,
born with a warm conftitution and lively
fancy, nature carried him toward the other
fex with {uch eager fondnefs, that he {oon
became lafcivious. Had he given way to
thefe defires, the fire would have extinguifhed
itfelf in a natural manner; but virtue, and a
romantic kind of delicacy, made him practife
felf-denial; yet, when fear, delicacy, or
virtue, reftrained him, he debauched his ima-
gination, and refleCting on the fenfations to
which fancy gave force, he traced them
the moft glowing colours, and funk them
deep into his {oul. |

He then fought for folitude, not  flecp
with the man of nature; or calmly 1vefhigate
the caufes of things under the fhade where
Sir Hfaac Newton indulged contemplation, but

merely to indulge his feclings, And fo warmly

has
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has he painted, what he forcibly felt, that,
interefting the heart and milamng the ima-
oination of his readers; 1n proportion to the
ftrength of their fancy, they imagne that
their underftanding is convinced when they
only {ympathize with a poetic writer, who
ikilfully exhibits the objeéts of fenfe, moft
voluptuoufly fhadowed or gracefully veiled-—
And thus making us feel whilft dreaming
that we reafon, erroncous conclufions are left
in the mind.

Why was Roufleav’s life divided between
ecftaly and mifery? Can any other anfwer
be given than this, that the effervefcence of
his imagination produced both; but, had his
fancy been allowed to cool, 1t 15 poffible that
he might have acquired more ftrength of
mind.  Still, if the purpofe of life be to edu-
cate the mtelletual part of man, all with
refpect to him was right; yet, had not death
led to a nobler fcene of action, itis probable
that he would have enjoyed more equal hap-
pinefs on earth, and have felt the calm fenfa-
tions of the man of nature inftead of being
prepared for another ftage of exiftence by
nourifhing the paffions which agitate the
civilized man.

But peace to his manes! I war not with

| his
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his afhes, .but his opinions. I war only with
the {enhbility that led him to degrade woman
by making her the {lave of love.

——* Curs'd vaffalage,

¢ Firlt 1doliz’d till love’s hot fire be o'er,

¢ Then flaves to thofe who courted us before.”
D:)'rfm.

The pernicious tendency of thofe books,
m whicn the writers infidioufly degrade the
fex whilft they are proftrate before their per-
{fonal charms, cannot be too often or toa
feverely expofed.

Let us, my dear contemporaries, arife abové
{uch narrow prejudices! If wifdom be defir-
able on 1ts own account, if virtue, to deferve
the name, ‘muit be founded on knowledge;
let us endeavour to itrengthen our minds by
refletion, till our heads become a Dbalance
for our hearts; let us not confine all our
thoughts to the petty cccurrences of the day,
or our knowledge to an acquaintance with
our lovers’ or hutbands’ hearts: but let the
practice of cvery duty be {ubordinate ta
the grand one of improving our minds, and

preparing-our affeftions for a more cxalted
ftate !
Beware then, my friends, of fuffering the

heart to be moved by every trivial incident ;
the



- RIGHTS OF WOMAR, 204

the reed is. fhaken by a breeze, and annually
dies, but the oak ftands firm, and for ages
braves the ftorm !

Were we, indeed, only created to fluttet
our hour out and die—why let us then in-
dulge fenfibility, and laugh at the feverity of
reafon,.—Yet, alas ! even then we thould want
ftrength of body and mind, and life would
be loft in feverith pleafurcs or wearifome
languor,

But the fyftem of education, which I ear-
neftly with to fee exploded, feems to pre-
fuppofe what ought never to be taken for
oranted, that virtue fhields us from the cas
{ualties of life; and that fortune, flipping off
her bandage, will {mile on a well-educated
female, and bring in her hand an Emilius of
a Telemachus, - Whillt, on the contrary,
the reward which virtue promifes to her vos
taries 1s confined, it {eems clear, to their own
bofoms; and often muft they contend with
the moft vexatious worldly cares, and bear
with the vices and humours of relations for
~ whom they can never feel a friendfhip.

There have been many women in the
warld who, wmftead of being ﬁlpportcd by
the reafon and virtue of their fathers and bro-

thers,
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thers, have ftrengthened their own minds by
ftruggling with their vices and follies; yet

have never met with a hero, in the fhape of

2 hufband; who, paying the debt that man-
kind owed them, might chance to bring back
their reafon toits natural dependent ftate, and

reftore the ufurped prerogative, of rifing above
opinion, to man.

SECT[H.

Dr. Forpyce’s fermons have long made a
part of a young woman’s library ; nay, girls at
fchool are allowed to read them; but I thould
inftantly difmifs them from my pupil’s, if I
withed to ftrengthen her underftanding, by
leading her to form found principles on a
broad bafis; or, were I only anxious to culti-
vate her tafte; though they muft be allowed
to contan many fenfible obfervations.

Dr. Fordyce may have had a very laudable
end 1n view ; but thefe difcourfes are written
in {uch an affedted ftyle, that were it only
on that account, and had I nothing to object
againft his melliflons precepts, 1 fhould not
allow girls to perufe them, unlefs 1 defigned

to
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to hunt every fpark of nature out of their
compofition, melting every human quality
into female meeknefs and artificial grace, 1

fay artificial, for true grace arifes from fome
kind of independence of mind.

Children, carclels of pleafing, and only
anxious to amufe themfelves, are often very
oraceful; and the nobility who have moftly
lived with 1nferiours, and always had the
command of money, acquirea graceful eafe of
deportment, which fhould rather be termed
habitual grace of body, than that fuperiour
gracefulnefs which s truly the expreffion of
the mind. This mental grace, not noticed
by vulgar eyes, often flathes acrofs a rough
countenance, and wradiating every feature,
thows fimplicity and independence of mind.
—It 15 then we read characters of immortality
in the eye, and fec the {oul 1 every gefture,

though when at rcfr, neither the face nor
limbs may have much beauty to recommend
them; or the bchaviour, any thing peculiar
to attraét umverfal attention, The mafs of
mankind, however, look for more rangible
beauty ; yet fimpiicity is, in general, admired,

when peoPle do not confider what they ad-'
mire; and can there be fimplicity. without
finccrity? But, to have done with remarks

. 8 that
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that are in fome meafure defultory, though
naturally excited by the fubje&t—

In declamatory periods Dr. Fordyce {pins
out Rouffean’s eloquence; and in moft fens
timental rant, detals his opiions refpeting
the female chara&er, and the behaviour which
woman ought to affume to render her lovely.

He fhall fpeak for himfelf, for thus he

makes Nattre addrefs man. ¢ Behold thefe
¢ {miling innocents, whom I have graced

¢ with my fareft oifts, and committed to
¢ your protection; behold them with love
¢ and refpet; treat them with tendernefs
¢ and honour, They are timid and want to
¢ be defended. They are frail; O do not
* take advantage of their weaknefs! Let
¢ their fears and bluthes endear them. Let
¢ their confidence in you never be abufed.—
¢ Butis 1t pofhible, that any of you can be
¢ fuch barbarians, fo fupremely wicked, as
¢ to abufe it? Can you find 1n your hearts *
“ to defpoil the gentle, trufting creatures of
¢ their treafure, or do any thing to ftrip them
¢ of their native robe of virtue? Curft be the
* impious hand that would dare to violate

¢ the unblemithed form of Chaftity ! Thou

* Can you?—Can you? would be the moft emphatical
comment, werc it drawled out in a whining voice.

¢ wretch!
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“ wretch! thou ruffian! forbear; not ven-

‘ ture to provoke heaven’s fierceft vengeance.’
I know not any comment that can be made

{erioufly on this curious paffage, and I.could
produce many fimilar ones; and fome, fo
very fentimental, that I have heard rational
men ufe the word mdecent, when they men-

tioned them with difguft.
Throughout there 1s a difplay of cold arti-

ficial feclings, and that parade of {enfibility
which boys and girls fhould be taught to de-
{pifc as the {ure mark of a little vain mind.
Florid appeals are made to heaven, and to

the beauteous innocents, the fawelt images of
heaven here below, whillt {ober {enfe 1s left
far behind.—This 15 not the language of the
heart, nor will 1t ever reach it, though the

‘ear may be tickled.
I fhall be told, perhaps, that the pubhc

have been pleafed with thete volumes.—True
—and Hervey's Meditations are ftill read,
though he equally finned againft fenfe and
tafte.

I particulariy objet to the lover-like phrafes
of pumped up paftion, which are every where
terfperfed,  If women be ever allowed to

walk without leading-ftrings, why muft they
P be
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be cajoled into virtue by artful flattery and
fexual corhpliments ~—Speak to them the lan-
guage of truth and {obernefs, and away with
the lullaby ftras of condefcending endear-
ment! Let them be taught to refpet them-
{elves as rafiomal creatures, and not led to
have a paffion for their own mfipid perfons.
It moves my gall to hear a preacher defcant-
g on drefs and needle-work; and fhill more,
to hear lum addrefs the Brusifh fair, the fareft
of the fair, as1f they had only feelings.

Even recommending piety he ufes the fol-
lowing argument. ¢ Never, perhaps, does
‘2 fie woman f{irnke more deeply; than
¢ when, compofed into prous recollection, and
t poflefled with the nobleft confiderations,
“ fhe aflumes, without knowme 1t, faperiour
¢ dignity and ncw graces; {o that theé beau-
¢ ties of holinefs {feem to rachate about her,
“ and the by-ftanders are almoft induced to
¢ fancy her already worfhipping amongft her
“ kindred angels ' Why are women to be
thus bred up with a defire of conqueft? the
very word, ufed in this fenfé, gives me a
fickly qualm! Do religion and virtue offet
no {tronger motives; no brighter reward?

Muft they always be debafed by being made
to
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t6 confider the fex of their companions?
Muft they be taught always to be pleafing !
And when levelling their fmall artillery at the
heart of man; 15 1t neceflary to tell them that
a little fenfe 1s {ufhicient to render their atten-
tion smcredibly foothing? * Asa {mall degree
‘ of knowledge entertains in a woman, fo
t from a woman, though for a different rea-
“ {on; a fmall expreflion of kindnefs delights,
* particularly if fhe have beauty!’ I fhould
have fuppofed for the fame reafor.

Why are girls to be told that they refem-
ble angels; but to fink them below women ?
Or, that 2 gentle mmnocent female is an ob-
je&t thiat comes nearer to the idea ihich we
have formed of angels than any other, Yet
they arc told, at the fame tuie; that they
are only like angels when they arc young and
beautitul; confequently, it is their perfons, not
their virtues, that procure them this homage.

Idle empty words! What can fuch delu-
five flattery lead to; but vanity and folly:
The lover, it is true, has a poetical licence to
exalt his miftrefs; his reafon is the bubble of
his paflion, and he does not utter a falfehood
when he borrows the language of adoration,
His mmagination may raife the ido] of his

P 2 heart,
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heart, unblamed, 2bove humanity ; and happy
would it be for women, if they were only
flattered by the men who 'loved them: I
mcan, who love the wdividual, not the fex ;
but {hould a grave preacher mterlard his dif-
courfes with fuch feoleries !

In fermons or novels, however, voluptu-
oufnefs 1s always true to 1ts text. Men are
allowed by moralifts to cultivate, as Nature
direts, different qualities, and aflume the
different charalters, that the fame paflions,
modified almoft to infinity, give to each indivi-
dual. A virtuous man may have a choleric
or a fanguine conftitution, be gay or grave,
nnreproved; be firm till he 15 almoft over-
bearmg, or, weakly fubmiflive, have no will
ot opinion of his own; but all women are to
be levelled, by meeknels and docility, 1nto one
charalter of yiclding foftne(s and gentle
compliance.

I will ufe the preacher’s own words. ¢ Let
¢ it be obferved, that in your fex manly ex-
“ ercifes arc never graceful; that in them a
“ tone and figure, as well as an air and deport-
‘ ment, of the mafculine kind, are always
* forbidding; and that men of {enfibility de-
¢ ¥i;gin every woman foft featurcs, and a
| ¢ flowing
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¢ flowing voice, a form, not robuft, and de-
“ meanour delicate and gentle.’

Is not the following portrait—the portrait of
2 houfe fhwe? ¢ 1 am aftomthed at the folly of
“ many women, whoare {lill reproaching their

¢ hufbands for leaving them alone, for pre-

‘ fernng this or that company to theirs, for

* treating them with this and the other mark
of difregard or indifference; when, to fpeak
the truth, they have themlielves in a creat
meafure to blame. Not that Iwould juf-
tify the men in any thing wrong on their

part. But had you behaved to them with
* more refpeltful obfervance, and a more equal
tendernefs; fludyng therr bumours, overiook-
img their miflakes, [ubmitting to their opmions
in matters indifferent, paffing by little in-
ftances of unevennefs, caprice, or pafiion,
“ giving /oft anfwers to hafty words, com-
¢ plaining as feldom as pofiible, and making it
¢ your daily care to relicve their anxieties and
‘ prebcnt their withes, to enliven the hour of
¢ dulnefs, and call up the ideas of felicity:
¢ had you purfued this conduét, 1 doubt not
¢ but you would have maintained and even
¢ increafed their efteem, fo far as to have
¢ fecured every degree of influence that could

P 3 ¢ conduce

é
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‘ conduce to their virtue, or your mutual
‘ fatisfation; and your houfe might at this
¢ day have been the abode of domeftic blifs.}
Such a woman ought to bean angel—or fhe is
an afs—for I difcern not a trace of the human
character, neither reafon nor patlion 1 thig
domeftic drudge, whole being is ablorbed iy
that of a tyrant’s,

Stil Dr. Fordyce muft have very little acs
quaintance with the human heart, if he really
fuppoled that fuch condudt would bring back
wandering love, miftead of exciting contempt.
No, beauty, gentlenefs, &c. &c. may gain
a heart; but efteem, the only lafting affec-
tion, can alone be obtained by virtue fupported
by reaton. It 15 refpect for the underftanding
that- keeps alive tendernefs for the perfon,

As thefe volumes are fo frequently put mta
the hands of young people, I have taken more
notice of them than, ftnctly {peaking, they
deferve; but as they have contributed to via
tiate the tafte, and euervate the underftanding
of many of my fellow-creatures, I could not
pafs them filently over,

SECT,
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5 ECT. I,

Suc paternal folicitude pervades Dr, Gres
cory's Legacy to his Daughters, that I enter
on the tafk of cnticifm with affectionate re-
{pedts but as this little volume has many at-
traljons to recommend 1t to the notice of the
moft refpettable part of my fex, I cannot
filently pafs over arguments that {o fpecioufly
{upport opinjons which, I think, have had
the moft baneful efte& on the morals and
manness of the female world.

His eafy familiar ftyle 1s particularly fuited
to the tenor of his advice, and the melancholy
tendernefs which his refpect for the memory
of a beloved wife, diffufes through the whole
work, renders it very wterefting; yet there
15 a degree of concife clegance confplcuous In
many paﬂages that dlﬂurbs this {ympathy;
and we pop on the author, when we only
expected to meet the—father.

Befides, having two objelts m view, he
{cldom adhered fteadily to either; for wifhing
to make his daughters amiable, and fearing
left unhappinefs thould only be the confe-
quence, of wwfhlling fentiments that might

P4 draw
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draw them out of the track of common life
without enabling them to aét with confonant
independence and dignity, he checks the na-
tural flow of his thoughts, and neither advifes
one thing nor the other,

In the preface he tells them a mournful
truth, * that they will hear, at lealt once in
their lives, the genume fentiments of a man
who has no intereft in deceving them.’

Haplefs woman! what can be expected
from thee when the beings on whom thou
art faid naturally to depend for reafon and
fupport, have all an intereft in deceiving thee!

This 15 the root of the evil that™ has thed a
corroding mildew on all thy virtues; and
blighting 1n the bud thy opening faculties,
has rendered thee the weak thing thou art!
It 1s this {eparate intereft—this infidious ftate
of warfare, that undermines morality, and
divides mankind!

If love have made fome women wretched
~—how many more has the cold unmeaning
intercour{e of gallantry rendered vain and ufe-
lefs! yet this heartlefs attention to the fex is
reckened-fo manly, {o polite that, till {ociety
- 7y differently organized, 1 fear, this veftige
oo ot manners will not be done away by

3 2 MOoje
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a more reafonable and afieGionate mode of
conduct,  Befides, to ftrip 1t of its imaginary
dignity, I muft obferve, that in the moft
uncivilized European ftates this lip-fervice
prevalls I a very great degree, accompanied
with extreme diffolutenefs of morals. In
Portugal, the country that I particularly al-
lude to, 1t takes placc of the moft ferious

moral obligations; for a man 15 fcldom affaf-
finated when 1n the company of a woman,
The favage hand of rapme 1s unnerved by
this chivalrous {pinit; and, if the ftroke of
vengeance cannot be ftayed—the lady is en-
treated to pardon the rudenefs and depart in
peace, though {prinkled, perhaps, with her
hufband’s or brother’s blood.

I fhall pafs over his ftrictures on religion,
becanfe I mean to difcufs that {ubjed in a
feparate chapter.

The remarks relative to behaviour, though
many of them very fenfible, I entirely difap-
prove of, becaufe it appears to me to be be-
ainning, as it were, at the wrong end, A
cultivated underftanding, and an affeCtionate
heart, will never want ftarched rules of de-
corum—iomething more {ubftantial than {cem-

Jinefs will be the refult; and, without under-
fanding
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flanding the behaviour here recommended,
would be rauk aflectation.  Decorum, ins
decd, 15 the one thing needful '—decorum g
to fupplant nature, and banith all mplicity
and vartety of charaler out of the female
world.  Yet what good end can all this {u-
perficial counfel produce? It is, however,
much eafier to point out this or that mode of
behaviour, than to et the reafon to work ;
put, when the mind has been ftored ‘with
ufeful knowledge, and {trengthened by being
empioyed, the regulation of the behavioyr
may fafely be left to its guidance,

Why, for imftance, fhould the follow; ing
caution be given when art of every kind mu{’t
contaminate the mind; and why entangle
the grand motives of action, which reafon
and religion equaily combine to enforce, with
pitiful worldly fhifts and flight of hand tricks
-to ganthe applaufe of gaping tafielefs fools :
¢ Be even cautious 1 difplaying your good
“ fenfe® It will be thought you affume
¥ fuperiority over the reft of the company—
* But 1f you happen to have any learning,

* Let women once acquire good fenfe—and if it deferve

the name, it will tcach them; or, of what ufe will it be ¢
how to cmploy it

¢ kcep
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¢ keep it a profound fecret, efpecially from

¢ the men who generally look with a jealous
¢ and malignant eye on a woman of great

¢ parts, and a cultivated underftanding.”  If
men of real merit, as he afterwards obferves,
be fuperior to this meannefs, whercis the ne-
ceflity that the behaviour of the whole fex
thould be modulated to pleafe fools, or men,
who having little clam to refpe@t as indivi-
duals, choofe to keep clofe in their phalanx,
Men, mndeed, who infift on their common fu-
periority, h'wmc' only this {exual fupenorlty,
are certainly very excufable,

There would be no end to rules for beha-
viour, if 1t be proper always to adopt the tone
of the company ; for thus, for ever varying the
key, a flar would often pals for a narural
note.

Surely it would have been wifer to have
advifed women to improve themlelves till
they rofe abovc the fumes of vamty; and
then to let the public opinion come round—
for where are rules of accommodation to ftop?
The narrow path of truth and virtue mclines
neither to the right nor left—it is a {traight-
forward bufinefs, and they who are earneftly

| purfuing



220 VINDICATION OF THE

purfuing their road, may bound over many
decorous prejudices, without leaving modety
behind, Make the heart clean, and give the

head employment, and 1 will venture to pre-
diét that there will be nothing offenfive m the

“behaviour,
The air of fathion, which many young

people are fo eager to attain, always ftrikes
me like the fludied attitudes of {ome modern
pictures, copied with taflelefs fervility after the
antiques ;—the {oul 15 left out, and none of
the parts are tied together by what may pro-
perly be termed charaéer. This varnifh of
fafhion, which feldom flicks very clofe to
fenfc, may dazzle the weak ; but leave nature
to itfelf, and it will feldom difguft the wile,
Befides, when a woman has {ufficient {enfe
not to pretend to any thing which fhe docs
not underftand in fome degree, there 1s no
need of determining to hide her talents under

abufhel. Let things take their natural courfe,

and all will be well, |
It is this {yftem of diffimulation, through-

out the volume, that I defpife. Women are
always to feem to be this and that—yet virtue

'might apoftrophize them, in the words of
Hamlct-—
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Hamlet—Seems! I know not feems !—Have
that within that pafleth thow !—

Still the fame toiie occurs; for 1 another
place, after recommending, without fuffi-
ciently difcriminating delicacy, headds, ¢ The
“ men will complain-of your referve. They
¢ will aflure you that a franker behaviour
¢ would make you more amiable. But, truft
“ me, they arc not fincere when they tell
¢ you fo.—I acknowledge that on fome oc-

¢ cafions it might render you more agreeable
¢ as companions, but it would make you lefs
¢ amiable as women: an 1mportant diftinc-
¢ tion, which many of your fex are not aware
¢ of.'—

This defire of being always women, is the
very confciouinefs that degrades the fex,
Lixcepting with a lover, I'muft repeat with
emphafis, a former oblervation,—it would be
well 1f they were only agreeable or rational
companions.—Bat i this refpect his advice is
even inconfiflent with a paiage wiich I mean
to quote with the moft marked approbation,

© The {entiment, that a woman may allow
¢ oil innocent freedoms, provided her virtue
¢ 15 fecure, 15 both grofsly mdelicate and dan-

¢ qarnil
gLfOUb,



322 VINSICATION oF THA

¢ ocrous, and has proved fatal to many of
* your fex.” With this opinion I perfeCtly
coincide. A man, or a worfian, of any fecl-
ing; muft always wifh to convince :iibeldvcd‘
objet that it is the carefles of thie individual;
not the fex, that are received and returned
with pleafure; and, that the heart; rdther
than the fenfes; 13 moved. Without this
natural delicacy; love becomes a felfifli per-
fonal gratification that foon degrades the cha-
ralter,

I carry this fentiment fill further.  Affec-
tion, when love 1s out of the queftion, aus
thorifes many perfonal endearments; that na-
turally flowing from an innocent hcart, gve
life to the behaviour; but the perfonal mter-
courfe of appetite, gallantry, or vanity; 1s
defpicable.  When a man fqueezes the hand
of a pretty woman, handing her to a car-
riage, whom he has never feen before, the
will confider fuch an impertinent freedom i
the kight of an nfult, if fhe have any true
delicacy, inftead of being flattered by this un-
fneaning homage to beauty, Thefe are the
privileges of friendthip, or the momentary
homag'e which the heart pays to virtue, when

1
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it flathes fuddenly on the notice—mere ania
mal {pimts have no ¢laim to the kindnefles of
affeCtion |

Wifhing to feed the affedions with what
i1s now the food of vanity, I would fain per-
{uade my fex to alt from fimpler principles,
T.et them merit love, and they will obtain it,
though they may never be told that—¢ The
¢ power of a fine woman over the hearts of
“ men, of men of the finclt parts, 15 even bee
¢ yond what fhe conceives.’

[ have already noticed the narrow cautions
with refpect to duplcity, female {oftnefs,
delicacy of conftitution; for thefe are the
changes which he rings round without ceaf-
ing—in a more decorous manner, 1t 1s true,
than Roufleaus but it all comes home to the
fame point, and whoever 15 at the trouble to
analyze thefe {entiments, will find the firft
principles not quite {o delicate as the fupers
ftructure.

The fubject of amufements 1s treated in tog
curfory a manner; but with the {fame fpirit,

When I treat of friendﬂﬁp, love, and mar-
riage, 1t will be found that we materially
differ i opuuon; 1 fhall not then foreftall
what I have to obferve on thefe important

7 fubjelts;
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fubjects; but confine my remarks to the ge-
neral tenor of them, to that cautious family
prudence, to thofe confined views of partial

unenlightened affection, which exclude plea-
{ure and improvement, by vainly withing to
ward off forrow and error—and by thus guard-
ing the heart and mind, deftroy alfo all their
energy. --It 1s far better to be often deceived
than never to truft; to be dnfappomted in love

than never to love: to lofe a hufband’s fond-
nefs than forfeit his eftcem.

Happy would it be for the world, and for
individuals, of courfe, if all this unavailing
folicitude to attan worldly happinefs, on-a
confined plan, were turned into an anxious
defire to improve the underftanding,.—¢ Wif-
“ dom is the principal thing: therefore get

- ¢ wifdom; and with all thy gettings get un-

¢ derftanding.’—¢ How long, ye fimple ones,
“ will ye love fimplicity, and hate know-

¢ ledget" Saith Wildom to the daughters of
men | —

SECT.
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SECT, IV,

I po not micani to allude to all the wrifers

who have wrnitten on the fubje& of female
manners—it would, m fadt, be only beating

over the old ground, for they have, i gene-
ral, written in the fame ftrain; but attecking
the boafted prerogative of man—the preroga-
-tive that may emphatically be called the 1ron
{ceptre of tyranny, the original fin of tyrants,
I declare agamit all power built on prejudices,
however hoary.

If the fubmifhon demanded be founded on
juftice—there 1s no appealing to a higher
power—for God is Juftice itfelf. Let usthen,
as children of the fame parent, if not baftar-
dized by bewng the younger born, reafon to-

gether, and learn to {ubmit to the authority
of reafon—when her voice is diftinétly heard.
But, if it be proved, that this throne of pre-
rogative only refts on a chaotic mafs of pre-
judices, that have no isherent prmnciple of
order to keep them together, or on an ele-

phant, tortoife, or even the mighty fhoulders
of a fon of the carth, they may efcape, who

Q dare
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dare to brave the confequence, without any

breach of duty, without finning agamft the
order of things,

Whilft reafon raifes man above the brutal
herd, and death 15 big with promifes, they

alone are {ubject to blind authority who have
no reliance on their own ftrength. They

e

are free—who will be free® I'—

The being who can govern iticlf has no-
thing to fear in life ; but if any thing be dearer
than its own rcfped, the price muft be paid
to the lait farthing,  Virtue, like every thing
valuable, muft be loved for herfelf alone; or
fhe will not take up her abode with us, She
will not impart that peace, ¢ which paffeth
‘ underftanding,” when fhe 15 merely made
the {tilts of reputation; and refpected, with
pharifaical exadtnefs, becaufe ¢ honcfly 1s the
* beft policy.

That the plan of hfe which enables us to
carry fome knowledge and virtue mto ano-
ther world, 1s the onc beft calculated to enfure
content 1n this, cannot be denied ; yet few
people act according to this principle, though
it be umverfally allowed that it admits not

* ¢ Heis the free man, whom the truth makes free!’
Cowper.
of
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of difpute. Prefent pleafure, or prefent pow:
er, carry before it thefe fober conviGtions ;
and 1t 18 for the day, not for hife, that man
bargains with happinefs. How few !—how
very few ! have fufficient forefight, or refo-
lution, to endure a {mall evil at the mement,
to avold a greater hereafter,

Woman in particalar, whofe virtue * is
built on mutable prejudices, {eldom attains to
this greatnefs of mind; fo that, becoming the
flave of her own feelings, fhe 15 eafily fub-
jucated by thofe of others, Thus degraded,
her reafon, her mifty reafon! is employed
rather to burnith than to {nap her chains.

Indignantly have 1 heard women argue mn
the fame track as men, and adopt the fenti-
ments that brutalize them, with all the perti
nacity of 1gnorance. |

I muft illuftrate my aflertion by a few ex-
amples. Mrs. Prozzi, who often repeated
by rote, what the did not underfland, comes
forward with Johnfonian periods,

¢ Seek not for happinefs i fingularity ;
¢ and dread a refinement of wifdom as a de-
¢ viation into folly.” Thus fhe dogmatically

* T'mean to ufe a word that comprehends more than
chaftity the fexual virtue.

Q2 addrefles
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addrefles a new married man; and to eluci-
date this pompous exordium, fhe adds, ¢ I

4

¢

.

$

¢

faid that the perfon of your lady would not
grow more plealing to you, but pray let her
never fufpe that 1t grows lefs fo: that a
woman will pardon an affront to her under-
ftanding much fooner than one to her perfon,
1s well known; nor will any of us contra-
dict the aflertion.  All our attainments, all
our arts, arc employed to gain and keep
the heart of man; and what mortification
can exceed the difappomtment, if the end
be not obtained ! There 15 no reproof how-
ever pointed, no pumfhment however fe-
vere, that a woman of {pint will not prefer
to neglect; and if fhe can endure 1t without
complaint, it only proves that fhe means to
make herfclf amends by the attention of
others for the flights of her hufband !’

‘Thefe are truly mafculine fentiments.—
All our aris are employed to gain and
keep the heart of man:’—and what s the

inference f—if her perfon, and was there
ever a perfon, though formed with Medicean
{ymmetry, that was not ilighted? be neg-
lected, fhe will make herfelf amends by en-
deavouring to pleafe other men, Noble mo-

rality !
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rality! But thus is the underftanding of the
whole fex affronted, and their virtue deprived
of the common bafis of virtue. A woman
muft ‘know, that her perfon cannot be as
pleafing to her hufband as it was to her lover,
and if the be offended with lum for bemng a
human creature, fhe may as well whine about
the lofs of his heart as about any other foolifh
thing.—And this very want of dilcernrment or
unreafonable anger, proves that he could not
change his fondnefs for her perfon into affec-
tion for her virtues or rcfpe&*fdr her under-
ftanding. |

Whilft women avow, and act up to fuch
opinions, thewr underftandings, at leaft, de-
ferve the contempt and obloquy that men,
who never nfult their perfons, have. peint--
edly levelled at the female mind,  And it 13
the fentiments of thefe polite men, who do
not with to be encambered with mind, that
vain women thoughtlefsly adopt. Yet they
thould know, that infulted reafon alone can
fpread that facred referve about the perfon,
which renders human affeétions, for human
affeCtions have always fome bafe alloy, as

permanent as is confiftent with the grand end
of exiftence—the attainment of yirtue,

Q3 The
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The Baronefs de Stael {peaks the fame lan-

guage as the lady juft cited, with more enthu-
fiafm. Her eulogium on Roufleau was acciden-
tally putinto my hands, and her {entiments, the
fentiments of too many of my fex, may ferve
as the text for a few comments. ¢ Though
¢ Roufleau,” fhe obferves, ¢ has endeavoured
¢ to prevent women from iterfering n public
¢ aftairs, and attng a brillhant part n the
¢ theatre of politics; yet in {peaking of them,
¢ how much has he done 1t to their fatisfac-
“tion! If he withed to deprive them of
¢ fome rights foreign to their fex, how has
¢ he for ever reftored to them all thofe to
¢ whichit hasaclaim! And m attempting to
¢ dimintth their influence over the delibera-
¢ tions of men, how facredly has he efta.
¢ blifhed the empire they have over their
¢ happinefs! In aiding them to defcend from
¢ an ufurped throne, he has firmly fcated
¢ them upon that to which they were def-
‘ tined by nature; and: though he be full
¢ of indignation againt fhém when they Cile
¢ deavour to 1cfemble men, -yet when- they
¢ come befare him with all the charms, weak-
¢ welfes, wvirtues and errors, of their fex, his
¢ refpect for their perfons amounts almoft to

| ¢ adoration,’
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¢ adoration.” True!—For never was there a
fenfualift who paid more fervent adoration at
the fhrine of beauty. So devout, indeed,
was his refpe for the perfon, that excepting
the virtue of challity, for obvious reafons,
he only withed to fee it embellithed by

charms, weaknefles, and errors. He wa;
afraid left the aufterity of reafon fhould dif-

turb the foft playfulnefs of love, The mafter
wifhed to have a meretricious flave to fondle,
entirely dependent en his reafon and bounty;
he did not want a companion, whom he
thould be compelled to efteem, or a friend to
whom he could confide the care of his chil-
dren’s education, fhould death deprive them
of their father, before he had fulfilled the fa-
cred talk. He denies woman recafon, fhuts
her out from knowledge, and turns her afide
from truth; yet his pardon 15 granted, be-
caufe ¢ he admits the paflion of Jove,” It
would require fome ingenuity to fhew why
women were to be under fuch an obligation
to him for thus admutting love; when it i
clear that he admits it only for the relaxation
of men, and to perpetuate the fpecies; but
he talked with paffion, and that powerful
fpell worked on the fenfibility of a young

Q4 encomiaft,
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encomiaft, ¢ What fignifies it,” purfues this
rhapfodift, ¢ to women, that his reafon dil-
¢ putes with them the empire, when his
¢ heart 15 devotedly theirs.” It 15 not ems
pite,—but equahty, that they fhould con-
tend for. Yet, if they only withed to lengthen
out their fway, they fhould not entirely truft
to their perfons, for though beauty may gam
a heart, 1t cannot keep 1t, even while the
beauty is in full bloom, unlefs the mind lend,
at leaft, fome graces,

When women are once {ufficiently en-
lishtened to difcover thcir real intereft, on 4
grand feale, they will, I am perfuaded, be
very ready to refign all the prerogatives of
love, that are not mutua}, {peaking of them
as lafting prerogatives, for the calm fatisfac-
tion of friendfhip, and the tender confidenge
of habitual efteem. Before marrage they
will not affume any infolent airs, or after
wards abjectly fubmit; but endeavouriﬁg to
aét like reafonable creatures, n both fitua-
tions, they will not be tumbled from a throne
to a ftool.

Madame Genlis has-written feveral enter-
;.ammﬂr books for children; and her Letters
on Educat:on afford many ufcful hints, that

fenﬁblc
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fenfible parents will certainly avail themfelves
of ; but her views are narrow, and her preju-
dices as unreafonable as itrong,

1 thall pafs over her vehement argument in
favour of the etermty of future punifhments,
beccute 1 blufh to think that a human being
thould ever argue vehemently in fuch a caufe;
and only raake a few remarks on her abfurd
manner of making the parental authority fup-
plant rcaton.  For every where does fhe in-
culcate not only d/ind tubmiflion to parents;
but to the opinion of the world *, -

She tells a ftory of a young man engaged
by his father’s exprefs defire toa gir] of fors
tune.  Before the marriage could take place,
fhe 15 deprived of her fortune, and throwi
friendlefs on the world. The father prac-
tifes the moft infamous arts to feparate his

* A perfon isnot toaltin this or that way, though con-
vinced ey are right in fo doing, becaufe fome equivofa_l
circumftances may lead the world to fu/pcf7 that they alted
from different motives,—This is facrificing the fubftance
for a fhadow. Let people but watch their own hearts,
and act rightly, as far as they can judge, and they may pa~
tiently wait till the opinion of the world comes round. I';
is beft to be direted by a fimple motive—for juftice has
too often been facrificed to propriety ;—another word for
gonvenience.

fon



