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fon from her, and when the {on dete&®s his
villany, and following the diftates of ho-
nour marries the girl, nothing but mifery
enfues, becaufe forfooth he married without
his father’s confent. On what ground can
religion or morality reft when juftice 15 thus
fet at defiance ! With the {ame view fhe repre-
{ents an accomplithed young woman, as ready
to marry any body that her mamma pleafed to

recommend; and, as atually marrymng the
young man of her own choice, without feel-
ing any emotions of paflion, becaufe that a

well educated girl had not time to be in love,
Is it poffible to have much refpect for a fyf-
tem of education that thus mfults reafon and
nature !

- Many fimilar opintons occur 1n her writings,
mixed with fentiments that do honour to her
head and heart.  Yet fo much fuperftition is

mixed with her religion, and fo much worldly
wifdom with her morality, that I {hould not
et a young perfon read her works, unlefs [
could afterwards converfe on the fubjects, and

pomnt out the contradiftions.
Mrs. Chapone’s Letters are written with

{uch good fenfe, and unaffelted humility,
and contain fo many ufcful obfervations, that

I only
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I only mention them to pay the worthy wri-

ter this tribute of refpet. I cannot, it s true,
always comncide in opinton with her; but Iale

ways refpe@ her,

The very word refpect brings Mrs, 1a-
caulay to my remembrance, The woman of
the greateft abilities, undoubtedly, that this
country has ever produced.—And yet this

woman has been {uffered to die without fuf-

ficient refpedt bemng paid to her memory.
Pofterity, how'ever, will be more juft; and

remember that Catharine Macaulay was an

example of intelleCtual acquirements fuppofed
to be incompatible with the weaknefs of her

fex. In her ftyle of writing, indeed, no fex
appears, for it 1s like the ienfe it conveys,
ftrong and clear.

I will not call hers a mafculine underftand-
ing, becaufe I admit not of fuch an arro-
cant affumption of reafon; but T contend
that it was a {ound one, and that her judg-
ment, the matured fruit of profound think-
;11g, was a proof that a woman can acquire
judgment, 1 the full extent of the word.
poflefling more penetration than fagacity,
more underftanding than fancy, the writes
with fober encrgy .;md arcumentative clofe-

nefls;
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nefs; yet fympathy and benevolence give ai
intereft to her {entiments, and that vital heat
to arguments, which forces the reader to
weigh them *,

When I firft thought of writing thefe ftric-
tures Ianticipated Mrs. Macaulay’s approba-
tion, with a lttle of that fanguine ardour,
which it has been the bufinefs of my life te

deprefs; but foon heard with the fickly qualm

of difappointed hope; and the ftill {erioufnefs
of regret—that {he was no more!

SE CTv Ve

. Taxine a view of the different works
which have been written on education, Lord
Chefterfield’s Letters muft not be filently
pafled over. - Not that I mean to analyze his
inmanly, immioral fyftem, or even to cult any
of the uféful, threwd remarks which occur
in his epiftles—No, I only mean to make a
few refleCtions on the avowed tendency of
them—thie art of acquining an early knowledge

- * Coinciding in opinion with Mrs, Macaulay relative to
many branches of education, I refer to her valuable work,

inftead of quoting her fentiments to fupport my own.

8 of
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of the world. " An art, I will venture to af-
fert, that preys fecretly, like the worm in
the bud, on the expanding powers, and turns
to poifon the generous juices which fhould
mount with vigonr in the youthful frame, in-
(piring warm affetions and great refolves *,
For cvery thing, {aith the wife.man, there
15 a feafon ;—and who would look for the

fruits of autumn during the genal months

of fpring? But this 15 mere declamation, and
[ mean to reafon with thofe worldly-wife
mitru@ors, who, mftead of cultivating the
judement, mftll prejudices, and render hard
the heart that gradual expertence would only
have cooled. An early acquamtance with
human mfirmities; or, what 15 termed know-
ledge of the world, 1s the fureft way, m my
opinion, to'contract the heart and damp the
natural youthful ardour which produces not
only great talents, but great virtues. For
the vai attempt to bring forth the fruit of

* That children ought to be conftantly guarded againft
the vices and follies of the world, appears, to me, a very
miftaken opinion; for in the courle of my experience, and
my eves have looked abroad, I never knew a youth edu-
cated in this manner, who had carly imbibed thefe chilling
fufpicions, and repeated by rote the hefitating i1f of age,
that did not prove a felfiih-charaéler. | |

eXpErience,
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expericnce, before the fapling has thrown out
its leaves, only exhaufts its {trength, and
prevents its afluming a natural form; juft as

the form and ftrength of {ubliding metals are
injured when the attra&ion of cohefion is

difturbed.

Tell me, ye who have ftudied the human
mind, 15 1t not a {trange way to fix princi-
ples by thowing young people that they are
{eldom ftable? And how can they be fortified
by habits when they are proved to be falla-
cious by example? Why 1s the ardour of
youth thus to be damped, and the luxuriancy
of fancy cut to the quick? This dry caution
may, it is true, guard a chara&er from worldly
mifchances; but will infallibly preclude ex-
cellence m either virtue or knowledge *, The
ftumbling-block thrown acrofs every path by
fufpicion, will prevent any vigorous exertions
of genius or benevolence, and life will be
{tripped of 1ts moft alluring charm long be-
fore 1ts calm evening, when man {hould re-
tire to contemplation for comfort and {upport,

A young man who has been bred up with
domeftic friends, and led to ftore his mind

* I have already obferved that an carly knowledge of the

world, obtained in a natural way, by mixing in the world,

has the fame effect: inftancing officers and women,
with
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with as much fpeculative knowledge as can
be acquired by readin g and the natural reflec-
tions whicly youthful ebullitions of animal
fpirits and inftinéive feelings mipire, will
enter the world with warm and erroneous ex-

peCtations,  But this appears to be the courfe
of nature; and 1 morals, as well as in works
of tafte, we fhould be oblervant of her facred
indications, and not prefume to lead when we
ought obiequicufly to follow.

In the world few people act from principle;
prefent feelings, and carly habits, are the
erand fprings: but how would the former be
deadened, and the latter rendered 1ron corrod-
ing fetters, if the world were fhewn to young
people jult as it is; when no knowledge of
mankind or their own hearts, {lowly obtained
- by experience, rendered them forbearing?
Their fellow creatores would not then be
viewed as frail beings; like themfelves, con-
demned to itruzgle with human mfirmities,
and fometimes difplaying the light, and {fome-

times the dark fide of their character; extort-
g alternate feelings of love and difguft; but

ouarded againft as beafts of prey, till every en-
larged focial feeling, in a word,—humanity,
was eradicated.

| In
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In Iife, on the contrary, as-we gradually
difcover the imperfettions of our nature, we
diicover virtues, and various circumitances at-
tach us to our fellow creatures, when we mix
with them, and view the fame objells, that
are never thought of m acquiring a hafty un-
natural knowledge of the world, We fec a
.;folly {well into a vice, by almoft imperceptible
degrees, and pity while we blame; but, if the
hideous monfter burft {uddenly on our fight,
fear and difguft rendering us more {evere than
man ought to be, mght lead us with blind
zeal to ufurp the charater of omnipotence,
and denounce damnation on our fellow mor-
tals, forgetting that we cannot read the heart,
and that we have feeds of the fame vices lurk-
g 1 our oW,

I have already remarked that we expe@
more from mftruction, than mere inftruction
can produce: for, inftead of preparing young
people to encounter the evils of life with dig-
nity, and to acquire wifdom and virtue by
the exercife of their own faculties, . precepts
are heaped wpon precepts, and blind obedience
required, when conviction fhould be brought
home to reafon. |

Suppofe,
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Suppofe, for inftance, that a young per
fon in the firft ardour of friendfhip deifies the
beloved objeét—what harm can anfe from this
miftaken enthufiafhic attachment? Perhaps it
is neceflary for virtue firft to appear in a hu-
man form to imprefs youthful hearts; the
ideal model, which a more matured and ex-
alted mind looks up to, and fhapes for itfelf,
would elude their fight. He who loves not
his brother whom he hath {een, how can he
love God? afked the wifeft of men.

It 1s natural for youth to adorn the firft ob-
je&t of its affeCtion with every good quality,
and the emulation produced by ignorance,
or, to {peak with more propriety, by inex-
perience, brings forward the mind capable of
forming fuch an affeCtion, and-when, in the
lapfe of time, perfection 1s found not to be
within the reach of mortals, virtue, ab-
ftra&edly, 1s thought beautiful, and wifdom
{ublime. Admnration then gives place to
friendfhip, properly {o called, becaufe it is
cemented by efteem; and the being walks
alone only dependent on heaven for that
emulous panting after perfettion which ever
glows 1 a noble mind.  But this knowledge
a man muft gain by the exertion of his own

R | faculties:
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faculties; and.this is furely the blefled fruit
of difappolnted hope! for He who delighteth
to dittufe happinefs and fhew, mercy to the
weak creatures, who arc learning to know
him, never inplanted a good propenfity to be
4 tormenting ignis fatuus.

Our trees are now allowed to {pread with
wild luxuriance, nor do we expect by force to
combine the majeftic marks of time with
youthful graces; but wait patiently till they
have ftruck deep their root, and braved many
i frorm.—Is the mnd then, which, in pro-
portion to its dignity, advances more flowly
towards perfection, to be trcated with lefs
refpet? To argue from analogy, every thing
around us 15 1 a progreflive ftate; and when
an unwelcome knowledge of life produces al-
~ moft a fatiety of lte, and we deover by the
natural courfe of things that all that is done
under the {un 15 vanity, we arc drawing near
the awful clofe of the drama.  The days of
a&tivity and hope are over, and the opporta-
nities which the firft {tage of exiftence has
afforded of advancing in the fcale of intelli-
gence, muft foon be fummed up.—A know-
ledge at this period of the futility of life, or
carlicr, 1f obtamed by experience, 15 very

ufeful,
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ufeful, becaufe it 1s natural; but when a frail
being 1s thewn the follies and vices of man,
that he may be taught prudently to guard
againft the common cafualtics of life by fa-
crificing s heart—f{urely it 1s not fpeaking
har(hly to call it the wifdom of this world,
contrafted with the nobler fruit of piety and
expericnce,

[ will venture a paradox, and deliver my
opinton without referve; if men were only
born to form a circle of life and death, it
would be wife to take every fep that fore-
ght could {uggelt to render life happy.
Moderation m cvery purfeit would then be
fupreme wildom; and the prudent voluptuary
might enjoy a degree of content, though he
neither cultivated his underftanding nor kept
his heart pure. Prudence, fuppofing we were
mortal, would be true wifdom, or, to be more
cxplicit, would procure the greateft portion of
happnefs, confidering the whole of life, but
knowledge beyond the conveniences of life
would be a curfe.

Why fhould we injure our health by lofe
ftudy? The exalted pleafure which intellec-
tual purfuits afford would fcarcely be equiva-
lent to the hours of languor that follow;
efpecially, if it be neceflary to take into the

R 2 reckoning
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'fé'ékouing the doubts and difappointments
that cloud our refearches.  Vanity and vexa-
tion clofe every inquiry : for the caufe which
we particularly withed to difcover flies like
the horizon before us as we advance, The
isnorant, on the contrary, refemble children,
and fuppofe, that if they could walk firaight
forward they thould at laft arrive where the
earth and clouds meet. Yet, difappointed as
we are in our refearches, the mind gams
ftrength by the exercife, {ufficient, perhaps,
to comprehend the anfwers which, in another
ftep of exiftence, it may recewve to the anxious
queftions it afked, when the underftanding
with feeble wing was fluttering round the
vilible effeéts to dive into the hidden caufe.

The paflions alfo, the winds of life, would

be ufelefs, if not mjurious, did the {ubftance
which compofes our thinking being, after we

have thought in vain, only become the {up-
port of vegetable life, and vigorate a cab-
bage, or bluth n a rofe, The appetites

would anfwer cvery earthly purpofe, and
produce more moderate and permanent hap-

pinefs.. .But the powers of the foul that are of
little ufe here, and, probably, difturb our

animal enjoyments, even while confcious dig-

nity
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nity makes us glory in pofleffing them, provc
that life is merely an educatlon, a ftate of
mfancy, to which the only hopés worth che-
rithing fhould not be facrificed. - 1 mean,
therefore, to infer, that we ouvht tolhavc a
prcmfc idea of what we with to attain by edu.
cation, for the immortality of the foul is con-
tradicted by the a@ions of many péople who
firmly profefs the belief,

If you mean to - fecure eafe’and profperity
on:earth as the firlt confideration, and leave
futurity to. provide for 1tfelf;. you a&t prus
dently in giving your child an- early infight
into the weaknefles of his nature,” You may
not, it 1s true, make an Inkle of him? but
do hot imagme that he wﬂl tick ‘to more
than the letter of the law, who has very early
imbibed 2 mean opinton of human nature;
nor will he think it neceffary to rife much
above the common ftandard. . He may avoid
arofs vices, becaufe honeﬁy 15 the beft po-
“liey; but he will never aim at attaining great
virtues. The example of writers and artlf’ts
will tlluttrate this remark,

I muft therefore venture to doubt whether
what has been thought an axiom in morals
may not have been a dogmatical affertion

R 7 made
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tnade by men who have coolly feen mar«
kind throygh-the medium of books, and fay,
In direct contradictionto them, that the regu-
lation of the paffions is not, always, wifdom.
—On the contrary, it (hauld. feem, that one
teafon why men haye luperioir judoment,
and more fortitude than women, . is undoubt-
caly this, ghat they give a freerifoope to the
grand paffions, and by more frequently going
aftray enlarge: their minds.. “If then by the
exercife q? their own #* reafon they fix on fome
(tble pringiple,-they have probably to thank
the force of their affions; nourithed - by falfe
views of life,-and permitted to ovarleap the
boundary’ that. fecures content, - But if, 1)
the dawn of life, we could foberly {urvey the
fcenes before as i, per{pe@ive, -and fee gvery
thing in its trug cojours, hiow. could the *paf-
fiops gain {ufficient ﬁreu‘gth‘_'_;q unfold. the
faculties} . - .
. Let me now;as from’ ap emipence furyey
the world firipped of all its falfc delufive
charms. The:clear atmof phere enables- mio
to fee each obje in its trug pomt of view,
while my ‘heart is ftll. I am calm as the
¥ ¢ I find that ail is byt Jip-wifdom whick wants expe-
rience,’ fays Sidney, .
| profped
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profpe& in a morning when the mifts, flowly
dlfpcrﬁn filently unveil the beauties of 12+
ture, refrethed by reft,

In what light will the world now ﬂppmr)
—]I rub my eyes and think, perchance, | thf.ft |

am juft awaking from a lively dream:’
I {ee the fons and daunhters of men pur-

fuing fhadows, and ammuﬂy wifing’ theif
powers to feed paffions which: have no-ade:

quate obje—if the very excefs of thefe blind
impulfes, pampered by that lying, yet con.
ftantly trufted guide, the imdgtnation, did
ot, by preparing them for {fome other ftate,
render- {hort-fighted mortals wifer withoot
their own concurrences or, what. comes to
the fame thing, when they were purfuing
fome imaginary prefent good. - |

After viewing obje&s in this light, it would
not be very fanciful to imagine that this
world was a ftage on which 2 pantomime is
daily performed for the amufement of fuper
riour Beitlgs. How +would they be diverted to
{ee the ambitious man confaming himfelf by
running after a phantom, and, ¢ purfuing
¢ the bubble fame n the cannon's mouth’ that
was to blow him to nothing: for when con.

{cioufnefs 1s loft, it matters not whether we
R4 mount
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mount in a whirlwind or defcend n rain,
And fhould they compaffionately nvigorate
his fight and {hew him the thorny path which
led to eminence, that like a quickfand finks
a5 he afcends, difappointing his hopes when
almoft within his gralp, would he not leave
to others the honour of amufing them, and
labour to fecure the prefent moment, though
from the conftitution of his nature he would
not find it yery eafy to catch the flying fiream }
Such flaves are we to hope and fear ! |

: But, vain as the ambitious man’s purfuits
would be, he is -often firiving for {fomething
more {ubftantial than fame~—that indeed would
be the verjeft meteor, the wildeft fire that

could lure 2 man to rumn,—What! renounce
the moft trifling gratification to be applauded
when he fhould be no more! Wherefore this
ftraggle, whether man be mortal or immortal,
if that noble paffion did not really raife the-be-
ing above his fellows !—

And love} What diverting {cenes would it
produce—Pantaloon’s tricks muft yieldto more
egregious folly. To fee a mortal -adorn an
object with imaginary charms, and then fall
down and worfhip the idol which he had
himfelf {et up~how ndiculous! But what

~ Aerious



ferious confequences enfue to rob man of that
portion of happinefs, which, the Deity by
calling him into exiffence has (or, on what
can his attributes reft?) indubitably ‘promifed;
would not all the purpofes of life have been

much better fulfilled if he had only felt what
has been termed phyfical love? And, would
not the fight of the objelt, not {een thmuah
the medium of the imagination, foon reducg
the paffion to an appetite, if - reflédtion, the
noble diftinGion of ean, did-not give it fore,
and make it an inftrument to raife him above
this earthy drofs, by teaching him to love-the
centre of all perfe&iod;; whofe wifdom "aps
pears clearcr and -clearer in the Works :of nas
ture, in proportion as reafon’ is flluminated
and exalted by conteniplation, and by acquir-
ing that love of order which the ftruggles ,of
paflion produce ! .

The habit of refleCtion, and the. know-,
ledge attained by foftering any pation, mnght
be thewn to be equally ufeful, though the
object be proved equally fallacious; for they
would all appear in the fame hght, if they

were not magnified by the governing paffion.
implanted in us by the Author of all good,
o
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tocall forth and ftrengthen the faculties of
each individual, and enable 1t to attamn all the
experience that an infant can obtam, who
does certain things, it cannot tell why,

+ 1 defcend from my height, and mixing with
my - fellow-creatures, feel myfelf hurried
along the common {tream; ambition, love,
hope, and fear, exert their wonted power,
though we' be convinced by reafon that their
prefent and moft attractive promifes are only
lying dreams; ‘but had the cold hand of cir-
comfpedtion damped each generous fce]ing
before it had left any permanent ‘charaer,
or fixed fome habit, what could be expected,
but felifh prudence’ and reafon jult rifing
above inftinét? Who that has read Dean
Swift's difgufting defcription of the Yahoos,
and infipid one -of Houvhnhnm with a philo-
fophical eye, can avoid feeing the futility of
degrading the “paffions, or making man reft
in contentment ?

. The youth fhould af; for had he the ex-
perience of a grey head he would be fitter for
death than life, though his virtues, rather
refiding in his head than his heart, could pro-
duce nothing great, and his underftanding,

prepared
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prepared for this world, would:not, by its
noble flichts, prove that it had a title to-a

better. |
Befides, it is not poflible togive a young

perfon a juft view of hife; he muft have ftrug.
oled with his own paffions before he can
cftimate the force of the temptation which
letrayed his brother into vice, Thofe who
arg entering life, and thofe who are departing,
fee the world from fuch very different points
of view, that they can feldom think. alike,
unlefs the unfledged reafon of the . former
never attempted a folitary flight. -
~ When we hear of fome -daring crime—it
comes full on us in 'the deepeft thade of tur-
pitude, and raifes indignation; but. the eye
that gradually faw the darknefs thicken, muft
obferve 1t .with more compﬂﬂionate forbear-
ance. The world cannot be feen by an un-
moved fpectator, we muft myx ip the throng;
and feel as men feel before we can judge of
their fechings.  If we mean, m fhart, to live
i the world to grow wifer and befter, and
not merely to enjoy the good things of life,
we muft attain a knowledge of others at the
fame time that we become acquainted with
purfelves—knowledge acquired any other way
| only
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only hardens the heart and perplexes the uns

derftanding. . . - 3

[ may bc told, that thc knowledge thus
acquired, is fornetimes purchafed at too dear
2 rate, 1 can:only anfwer that I very much
doubt whether any knowledge can be attained
without ‘ldbotr and forrow ; and thofe who
with to {pare their children both, fhould not
eomplain; i they are neither wife nor vir-
tuous. They only aimed at making them
prudcnt- arrd ‘prudence, -early in life, is but
the cautious craft of ignorant felf-love,

I have obferved that young people,
whofe education particular attention has been
paid, have, Inigencral, 'been very fuperficial
and concaited,: and far from pleafing 1n any
refpect, becaufe they had 'neither the unfuf~
peting warmth of youth, uor the cool depth
of age. 1 ‘cannot help mnputing this unua.
tural appearance principally- to that hafty
prematuye inftruction, which leads them pre-
fumptuoufly to repeat all the crude notions
they have taken upon truft, {othat the care-
ful education which they received, makes
them all their hves the flaves of prejudices.

Mental as well as bodily exertion 15, at
firft, irkfome; fo much fo, that the many

3 would
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would fain let others both work and think
for them. An obfervation which I have often
made will illuftrate my meaning. When 1n
a circle of ftrangers, or acquaintances, a per-
fon of moderate abilities aflerts an opinion
with heat, T will venture to affirm, for I have
traced this fa home, very often, thatit.s a
prejudice.  Thefe echoes have a high refpect
for the underftanding of fome relation or
friend, and without fully comprehending the
opinions, which they are fo-eager to retail,
they maintain them with a degree of obfti-
mcy, that would furprife even the perfon
who concofted them.

I know that a kind of fathion now prevails
of refpe@ing prejudices; and when aiiy one
dares to face them, though actuated by hu-
manity and armed by reafon, he 1s {uperci-
houfly atked whether his anceftors were fools,
No, I fhould reply; opmions, at firlt, of
every defcription, were all, probably, cohfi-
dered, and therefore were founded on' fome
1eafon, yet not unfrequently, of courfe,
was rather a local expedient than a- funds-
mental plulc:lple, that would be reafonable at
all times.  But, mofs-covered opinions affume
the dlfprc)portmned form of prejudices, when

they
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they are indolently adopted only becaufe ave
has given thenr a venerable afpect, though
the reafon on which they were built ceafes
to be a reafon, or cannot be traced. Why are
we to love prejudices, merely becaufe they
are prejudices*? A prejudice is a fond obfii-
nate perfuafion for which we can give no rea-
{on for the moment a reafon can be given for
-an opinion, it ceafes to be 2 prejudice, thoigh
it may be an error in judgment : and are we
then advifed to cherifh opintons only to fet
reafon at defiance?! This miode of argumng,

if arguing it may be called, reminds me of
what is volgarly termed a woman’s reafon.

For women fometimes declare that they love,
or believe, certain things, becanfe they love,
or believe them.

It is impofiible to converfe with people to

any purpofe, who only ufe affirmatives and
negatives. Before you can bring them to a

point, to ftart fairly from, you muft o0 back
to the fimple principles that were antecedent
to the prejudices broached by power; and it

is ten to one but you are ftopped by the phi-
fofophical affertion, that certain principles are

* Vide Mr, Burke.
- as
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2s practically falfe as they are abftra@ly true*®,
Nay, it may be inferred, that reafon has whif
pered fome doubts, for it generally happens
that people affert their opinions with the
greateft heat when they begi to waver;
ftriving to drive out their own doubts by con-
vincing their opponent, they grow angry when
thefe gnawing doubts are thrown back to
prey on themfelves.

The fackt 15, that men expect from educa-
tion, what education cannot give. A faga- °
cious parent or tutor may {irengthen the
body and fharpen the inftruments by which
the child 1s to gather knowledge; but the
honey muft be the reward of the mdividual's
own induftry, It is almoft as abfurd to at-
tempt to make a youth wife by the expe-
rience of another, as to expe®t the body to
grow ftrong by the exercife which is only
talked of, or feen+. Many of thofe children.
whofe condu® has been moft narrowly
watched, become the weakelt men, becaufe

* ¢ Convince a man againft his will,
¢ He's of the fame opinion {till.’ |
+ ¢ One fees nothing when one is content to contem.
< plate only; it is neceflory to a& onefelf to be able to fee

¢ how others act)’ Rozgﬁau.
thex;
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t_ﬁe‘ir iiftructors only inftill certain notions
into their minds, that have no other foun.
dation than their authority ; and if they be
loved or refpeted, the mind 15 cramped in
its exertions and wavering in its advances,
The bufinefs of education m this cafe, is
only to condué the fhooting tendrils to a pro-
per pole; yet after laying precept upon pre-
cept, without allowing a child to acquire
judgment itfelf, parents expelt them to att

in the fame manner by this borrowed fallaci-
ous light, as if they had lluminated 1t them-

{elves; and be, when they enter life, what
their parents are at the clofe. They do not
confider that the tree, and even the human bo-
d"y, does not ftrengthen 1ts fibres till 1t has
feached its full growth.

There appears to be fomething analogous
nthemind, The fenfes and the imagnation
sive a form to the charalter, during child-
hood and youth; and the underftanding, as
life advances, gives firmnefs to the firft fair
purpofes of fenfibility—till virtue, arifing
rather from the clear conviction of reafon than
the impulfe of the heart, morality 15 made
to reft on a rock againft which the ftorms of

paffion vainly beat.
] hope
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I hope I fhall not be mifunderftood when I
fay, that religion will not have this condenﬁnﬂ‘
energy, unlefs it be founded on reafon, If 1t
be merely the refuge of weaknefs or wild fa-
naticifm, and not a governing principle of
condu&, drawn from felf knowledcre, and a
rational opinion refpecting the attributes of
God, what can it be expected to produce? The
religion which confifts in warming the affec-
tions, and exalting the imagination, is only
the poetical part, and may afford the indivi-
dual pleafure without rendering it a more
moral “being. It may be a fubflitute for
worldly purfuits; yet narrow, inftead of en-
larging the heart: but virtue muft be loved

as i itfelf fublime and excellent, and not for
the advantages 1t procures or the evils it averts,

if any great degree of excellence be expeted,
Men will not become moral when they only
build airy caftles in a future world to compen-
fate for the difappointments which they meet
with in this; if they turn their thoughts from
relative duties to religious reveres.

Moft profpets in life are marred by the
(hutfling worldly wifdom of men, who, for-
getting that they cannot ferve God and

mammon, endeavour to blend contradictory
D things,
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things,.—If you with to make your fon rich,
purfue one courfe—if you are only anxious
to make him virtuous, you muft take ano-

ther; but do not 1magine that you ¢an bound
from one road to the other without lofing

your way *,

* See an excellent effay on this fubject by Mrs. Bar
bauld, in Mifeellaneous Preces in Prof

CHAP.
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CHAP. VL

THE EFFECT WHICH AN EARLY ASS0CIA-
TION OF IDEAS HAS UPON THE CHA«
RACTER.

Fovcarep in the enervating ftyle recom-
mended by the writers on whom I have been
animadverting; and not having a chance,
from their {ubordmate ftate in fociety, to re-
cover their loft ground, is it furprifing that
women every where. appear a defeft i na-
ture! Isit {urprifing, when we confider what
1 determinate effelt an early aflociation of
deas has on the chara®ter, that they negle&
their underftandings, and turn all their atten-
tion to their perfons !

The great advantages which naturally re-
{ult from {toring the mind with knowledge,
arc obvious from the following confiderations.
The aflociation of our 1deas is etther habirual
or inftantaneous; and the latter mode feems
rather to depend on the original temperature
of the mnd than on the will. When the

d 2 ideas,
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ideas, and matters of fa&, are once taken i,
they lie by for ufe, till fome fortuitous cir-
cumftance makes the information dart 1nto
the mind with illuftrative force, that has been
received at very different periods of our lives,
Like the lightning’s flath are many recollec-
tions; one idea affimilating and explaming
another, with aftonithing rapidity. I do not
now allude to that quick perception of truth,
which s fo intuitive that 1t baffles refearch, and
makes us at 3 lofs to determine whether it is
reminifcence or ratiocination, oft fight of
its celerity, that opensthe dark cloud. QOver
thofe inftantancous aflociations we have little
power; for when the mind 15 once enlarged
by excurfive flights, or profound refletion,
the raw materials will, in fome degree, ar-
range themfelves. The underftanding, it
s true, may keep us from going out of
drawing when we group pur thoughts, or
tranfcribe from the imagmation the warm
{ketches of fancy; but the ammal {pirits,
the indwidual charatter, give the colouring,
Over this fubtile ele@tnc flmd*, how little
power

* I have fometimes, when inclined to Jaugh at mate-

rialifts, afked whether, as the moft powerful effells in
| | | nature
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power do we poflefs, and over it how little
power can reafon obtain! Thefe fine intra-
able fpirits appear to be the effence of genius,
and beaming in its eagle eye, produce in the
moft eminent deu'ree the happy- energy of
affociating thou crhts that furpnfe, dehcrht and
inftruct: Thefc are the glowing mmds that
concentrate pictirres for thelr fellow creatures;
furcmcr them to view with intereft the ob-
jects refleCted from the 1mpaﬂioned 1magina-
tion, whlch they paffed over in nature, ,

[ mut be allowed to explain my(elf Thc
gencrahty of people cannot fee or feel poeti-
cally, they want fancy, a_nd therefore fly
from folitude in fearch of fenfible objedts;
but when an author lends them his eyes they
can fee as he faw, and be amufed by images
they could not fele®; though lying before
them.

Education thus only fupplies the man of
genius with knowledge to give variety-and

nature arc apparcitly produced by fluids, the-magnetic,
&c. the paffions might not be fine volatile fluids that em-
braced humanity, keeping the more refractory elementary
parts together—or whether they were fimply a liquid fire
that pervaded the more fluggith materials, giving them life
and heat? -

S 3 contraft
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contraft to his affociations; but there is an
habitual affociation of ideas, that orows ¢ with
¢ our growth,” which has a great effet on
the moral charalter of mankind; and by
which a turn is given to the mind that com-
monly remains throughout life. So duétile
s the underftanding, and yet fo ftubborn,
that the aflociations which depend on adven-
titious circumfltances, during the period that
the body takes to arrive at maturity, can {cl-
dom be difentangled by reafon. One idea
calls up another, its old aflociate, and me-
mory, faithful to the firft impreflions, parti-
cularly when the mtelleCtual powers are not
employed to cool our {enfations, retraces them
with mechanical exattnefs.

This habitual {lavery, to firft imprefhions,
has a more baneful efte& on the female than
the male charader, becaufe bufinefs and other
dry employments of the underftanding, tend
to deaden the feelings and break aflociations
that do violence to reafon.  But females, who
are made women of when they are mere chil- -
dren, and brought back to childhood when
‘they ought to leave the go-cart for ever,
have not fufficient ftrength of mind to efface

the
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the fuperindutions of art that have {mothered

nature.
Every thing that they fee or hear fervesto

fix impreflions,.call forth emotions, and affo-
ciate ideas, that give a fexual chara&é;'. to the
mind. Falfe notions of beauty and delicacy
ftop the growth of their limbs and producea -
fickly forenefs, rather than delicacy of or-
gans; and thus weakened by being employed
in unfolding inftead of examining the firft
affociations, forced on them by every fur-
rounding objett, how can they attain the
visour neceflary to enable them to throw off
their fatitious charaéter? —wherefind ftrength
to recur to reafon and rife fuperiour. to a fyf~
tem of oppreflion, that blafts the fair promifes
of {pring? This cruel aflociation of ideas,
which every thing confpires to twift to all
their habits of thinking, or, to fpeak with
more precifion, of feeling, receives new force
when they begin to ak a little for themfelves;
for they then perceive that it is only through
their addrefs to excite emotions in men, that

- pleafure and power are to be obtawned.  Be-
fides, the books profefledly written for their
infiruftion, which- make the firlt impref:
fon on thewr minds, all inculcate the fame

S 4 OpinIons,
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opinions. Educated then in worfe than Egyp.
tian bondage, it is unreafonable, as well as
cruel, to upbraid them with faults that can
fcarcely be avoided, unlefs a degree of native
vigour be fuppofed, that falls to the lot of very
few amongft mankind.

For inftance, the fevereft farcafms have
been levelled againft the fex, and they have
been ridiculed for repeating ¢ a fet of phrafes
learnt by rote,” when nothing could be more
natural, confidering the educatlon they re-
ceive, and that thelr ¢ higheft praife is to
* obey, unargued'—themll of man. Ifthey
be not allowed to have reafon {ufficient to
govern their own condutt—why, all they
learn—muft be learned by rote! And when
all their ingenuity 1s called forth to adjuft
their diefs, ¢ a paffion for a fcarlet coat,’ is
fo natural, that it never furprifed me; and,
- allowing Pope’s fummary of their charater
to'be juft, ¢ that every woman is at heart a
¢ rake,’ why fhould they be bitterly cenfured
for fecking a congental mind, and preferring
a rake to a man of {enfe!

- Rakes know how to work on their fenfibi-
lity, whilft the modeft merit of reafonable

men has, of courfe, lefs effe®t on their feel-
Ings,
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ings, and they cannot reach the heart by the
way of the underftanding, becaufe they have
few fentiments in common.

It feems a Little abfurd to expe&t women to
be more reafonable than men in their /iings,
and thill to deny them the uncontrouled ufe
of reafon. When do men fal-m-lve with
fenfe? When do they, with their {uperiour
powers and advantages, turn from the perfon
to the mind? And how can they then expe&t
women, who are only taught to obferve be-
havior, and acquire manners rather than
morals, to defpife what they have been all
their lives labouring to attain{ Where are
they {uddenly to find judgment enough to
weigh patiently the fenfe of an awkward vir- -
tuous man, when his manners, of which
they arc made critical judges, are rebuffing,
and his converfation cold and dull, becaufe it
does not confift of pretty repartees, or well
turned compliments? In order to admire or
efteem any thing for a continuance, we muft,
at leaft, have our curiofity excited by know-
ing, in {fome degree, what we admite; for
we are unable to eftimate the value of quali-
ties and virtues above our comprehenfion,
Such a refpect, when it is felt, may be very

{ubljme ;
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- {ublime; and the confufed confcioufnefs of
humtlity may render the dependent creature
an interefting object, 1 fome points of view:;
but human love muft have groffer ingre-
dients; and the perfon very naturally will
come 1 for its fhare—and, an ample fhare
it moftly has

~Love 1, m a great degree, an arbi-
trary paflior, and will reign, like {fome other
falking mifchiefs, by its own authority,
without deigning to reafon; and it may alfo
be eafily ditmguithed from efteem, the
foundation of friendfhip, becaufe it is often
excited by evanefcent beauties and graces,
though, to give an energy to the fentiment,
fomething more folid muft deepen their 1m-
preffion and fet the imagination to work, to
make the moft fair—the firft good.

Common paflions are excited by common
qualities.—Men look for beauty and. the fim-
per of good-humoured docility: women are
captivated by eafy manners; a gentleman-like
man feldom fails to pleafe them, -and their
thirfty ears cagerly drink the wfinuating no-
things of politenefs, whilft- they turn from
the unintelligible {ounds of the charmer—red-
fon, charm he never fo wifely, With re-

{pect
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{peét to fuperficial accomplithments, the rake
certainly has the advantage; and of thefe fe-
males can form an opinion, for it 15 their own
ground.  Rendered gay and giddy. by the
whole tenor of their lives, the very afpet of
witdom, or the fevere graces of virtue, muft
have a lugubrious appearance to them; and
produce a kind of reftramt from which . they
and love, fportive child, naturally revolt.
Without tafte, excepting of the lighter kind,
for tafte is the offspring of judgment, how
can they difcover that true beauty and grace
muft arife from the play of the mind? and
how can they be expeted to relifh in a lover
what they do not, or very imperfeQly, pof-
fefs themfelves ¢ The {ympathy that unites
hearts, and mvites to confidence, in them is
o very faint, that it cannot take fire, and thus
mount to paffion. No, I repcat 1t, the love
cherifhed by fuch minds, muft have groffer
fewel !

The inference is obvious; il women are
led to cxercife ther underftandings, they
(hould not be fatirized for ther attachment to
rakes; or even for being rakes at heart,
when it appears to be the mevitable confe-
quence of their education. They who live

4 to
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to pleafe—muft find their enjoyments, fheit
happinefs, i pleafure! Itisa trite, yet true
remark, that we never do any thing well
unlefs we love 1t for its own {ake,

Suppofing, however, for a moment; that
women were, i fome future revolution of
time, to become, what I fincerely wifh then
to be, even love would acquire mote ferious
dignity, and be purified 1 its own fires; and
virtue giving true delicacy to their affections,
they would turt with difguft from a rake.
Reafoningthen, as well as feeling, the only pros
- vince of woman, at prefent, they might eafily
cuard agamft exteriour graces, and quickly
learn to defpife the f{enfibility that had been
excited and hackneyed 1n the ways of women;
whofe trade was vice ; and allurements; wan-
ton airs. They would recolleét that the flame,
one muft ufe appropriated xpreffions; which
they withed to light up, had been exhaufted
by luft, and that the fated appetite, lofing all
relith for pure and fimple pleafures, could only
be roufed by licentious arts or variety. What
fatisfattion could a woman of delicacy pro-
mife herfelf in a union with {uch a man,

when the very artleflnefs of her affettion
| might
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might appear infipid? Thus does Dryden de-
{cribe the fituation,

¢ Where love is duty, on the female fide,
¢ On theirs mere fenfual guft, and fought with furly pride.

But one grand truth women have yet to

learn, though much 1t 1mports them to act
accordingly. In the choice of a hufband, they
thould not be led aftray by the qualities of a
lover—for a lover the hufband, even fuppof-
ing him to be wife and virtuous, cannot long
remaii,

Were women more rationally educated,
could they take a more comprehenfive view of
things, they would be contented to loye but
once in their lives; and after marriage calmly
let paffion fubfide into friendthip—into tha
tender intimacy, which 1s the beft refuge
from care; yet is built on fuch pure, flll
affetions, that idle jealoufies would not be
allowed to difturb the difcharge of the {ober
dutics of life, or to engrofs the thoughts that
ought to be otherwifc employed. "This 15 2
ftate in which many men live; but few, very
few women. And the difference may eafily be
accounted for, without recurrig to 1 {exual
character.  Men, for whom we are told wo-

men
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men were made, have too much occupied the
thoughts of women; and this afociation has fo
entangled love with all their motives of action;
and, to barp a hittle on an old ftring, having
been folely employed cither to prepare them-
felves to excite love, or atually putting their
l=flons in prattice, they cannot live without
love. But, when a fenfe of duty, or fear of
fhame, obliges them to reftrain this pampered
defire of plealing beyond certain lengths, too
far for debicacy, 1t 15 true, though far from
criminality, they obftinately determine to love,
I fpeak of the paftion, their hufbands to tic
end of the chapter—and then actng the
part which they foolithy exacted from their
lovers, they become abject woers, and fond
flaves.

Men of wit and fancy are often rakes; and
fancy 15 the food of love., Such men will
mfpire pafhion. Half the fex, in its prefent
infantine {tate, would pme fora Lovelace; a
man fo witty, fo graceful, and {o valiant:
and can they deferve blame for acting accord-
mg to principles fo conftantly inculcated ?

They want a lover, and prote&or; and be-
hold him kneeling before them—bravery
proftrate to beauty! The virtues of a huf-

band
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band are thus thrown by love into the back
around, and gay hopes, or lively emotions,
banith refleGtion till the day of reckonng
come; and come it furely will, to turn the
{prightly lover into a furly fufpicious tyrant,
who contemptuoufly infults the very weak-
nefs he foftered. Or, fuppoling the rake
reformed, he cannot quickly get rid of old
habits,  When a man of abilities 1s firft car-

ricd away by his paffions, it is neceffary that
fentiment and tafte varnith the enormities
of vice, and give a zcft to brutal ndulgences;
but when the glols of novelty is worn off, and
pleafure palls upon the {enfe, lafcivioufnefs be-
comes barefuced, and enjoyment only the def-
perate effort of weaknefs flymg from reflec-
tion as from a legion of devils, Oh! virtue,
thou art not an empty name! All that Lfe can
oive—thou giveft ! |

If much comfort cannot be expeéted from
the friendfhip of a reformed rake of {upe-

riour abilities, what 1s the confequence when
he lacketh fenfe, as well as principles? Verly

mifery, 1n its moft hideous fhape. When
the habits of weak people are confolidated by
time, a reformation is barely poffible; and
attually makes the beings miferable who have

not
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not {ufficient mind to be amufed by inno-
cent pleafure; like the tradefman who retires
from the hurry of bufinefs, nature prefents to
them only a umiverfal blank ; and the reftlefs
thoughts prey on the damped fpirits *. Their
reformation, as well as his retirement, actually
makes them wretched becaufe it deprives

them of all employment, by quenching the

hopes and fears that fet in motion their flug-
aith minds.

If {fuch be the force of habits if fuch be the

bondage of folly, how carefully ought we to
guard the mind from ftoring up vicious affo-
ciations; and equally careful fhould we be to
cultivate the underftanding, to {ave the poor
wight from the weak dependent flate of even
harmlefs ignorance.  For it is the right ufe of
reafon alone which makes us ndependent of
every thing—excepting the unclouded Reafon
~—¢ Whofe feryice 1s perfect freedom.’

* 1 have frequently feen this exemplificd in women whofe
beauty could no longer be repaired. They have retired
from the noify fcenes of diffipation; but, unlefs they became
methodilts, the folitude of the {clet fociety of their family
connections or acquaintance, has prefented only a fearful
void; confequently, nervous complaints, and all the va-
pourifh train of idlenefs, rendered them quite as ufelefs, and

far more unhappy, than when they joined the giddy throng,
| CHAP,
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CHAP. VIL

MODESTY.~~COMPREHENSIVELY CONSIDER-
ED, AND NOT AS A SEXUAL VIRTUE,

Monesry! Sucred oftspring of {enfibility
and rcafon I—true delicacy of mind !—may [
nublamed prefume to mveftigate thy nature,
and trace to 1ts covert the mild charm, that
mellowing each harfh feature of a chara&er,
renders what would otherwife only infpire
cold admiration—lovely ! —"T"hou that (mooth-
eft the wrinkles of wifdom, and {oftenet the
tone of the {ublimeft virtues till they all melt
into humauity ;—thou that {preadef(t the ethe-
real cloud that, furrounding love, heightens
every beauty, it half fhades, breathing thofe
coy {weets that fteal into the heart, and charm
the {enfes—modulate for me the language of
perfualive reafon, till I roufe my fex from the
flowery bed, on which they {upmely fleep
hife away ! |
In {peaking of the aflociation of .our ideas,
I have noticed two diftin® modes; and in
T definiig
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defining modefty, 1t appears to me cqually
proper to difcrimmate that purity of mind,
which 15 the ctlet of chaftity, from a fimpli-
city of character that leads us to form a juft
opinton of ouriclves, cqually diftant from
vamty or prefumption, though by no means
incompatible with a loftv condcroutnefs of our

own dignity.  Modefty, m the latter Honifi-
cation of thie term, 15, that fobernels of mind
which teaches a man not to tuink more highly
of himfelf than he oucht to think, and fhould
be diftinguithed from humility, becaufe hu-
mility 15 a kind of felf-abafement.

A modeft man often conceives a great plan,
and tenacioufly adheres to it, ‘confcious of
his own ftrength, titl fucceds gives it a fanc-
tion that determines 1ts chara&er. Milton
was not arrogant when he fuffered a {ug-
ocftion of judgment to efcape him that proved
a prophecys nor was General \Vafhington
- when he accepted of the command of the
American forces.  The latter has always
been chara&erized as a modeft man; but had
he been merely humble, he would probably
have fhrunk back irrefolute, afraid of trofhug
to himfelf the direction of an enterprife, on
which fo much depended.
| 3 A modeft
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- A modeft man is {teady, an humble man
timid, and a vain one prefumptuous:—this i3
the judgment, which the obfervation of many
charalters, has led me to form,  Jefus Chnift

was modelt, Mofes was humble, and Peter

vain.
Thus, difcriminating modefty from humi-

lity in one cafe, 1 do not mean to confound
it with bafbfulnefs n the other. Bafhfuls
nefs, in fac, 1s fo diftin@ from modefty, that
the moft bafhful lafs, or raw country lout,
often become the moft impudent; for their

bafhfulnefs being merely the infinttive timi-
dity of 1gnorance, cuftom foon changes it

into affurance *,
The thamelefs behaviour of the proftitutes,
who infeft the ftreets of this metropolis, raif-

% ¢ Such is the country-maiden’s fright,
¢ When firft a red-coat 1s in fight;
¢ Behind the door fhe hides her face;
¢ Next time at diftance eyes the lace:
¢ She now can all his terrors ftand,
¢ Nor from his fqueeze withdraws her hand.
¢ She plays familiar in his arms,
¢ And ev’ry foldier hath his charms;
¢ From tent to tent fhe fpreads her flame;
¢ For cuftom conquers fear and thame,’
Gay,

T 2 ing
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ing alternate emotions of pity and difguft, may
ferve to illuftrate this remark. They tram-
ple on virgm bafhfulnefs with « fort of bra
vado, and glorying m their fhame, become
more audacioully lewd than men, however
depraved, to whom this fexual quality has
not been gratuitoufly granted, ever appear to
be. But thefe poor 1gnorant wretches never
had any modefty to lofe, when they configned
themfelves to infamy ; for modefty is a virtue,
not a quality. No, they were only bafhful,
fhame-faced nnocents; and lofing their in-
nocence, their fhame-facednels was rudely
bruthed off; a virtuc would have left fome
veftiges i the mind, had it been facnficed
to paflion, to make us refpet the grand run.

Punity of mind, or that genuine delicacy,
which is the only virtuous fupport of chaf-
tity, 1s near akin to that refinement of hu-
manity, which never refides 1n any but cul-
tivatcd minds. It 15 fomething nobler than
innocence, it 15 the delicacy of refletion, and
not the coynefs of ignorance. The referve
of reafon, which, like habitual cleanlinefs, 1s
feldom {een in any great degrec, unlefs the
foul is active, may cafily be diftinguithed from
ruftic thynefs or wanton {kittifhnefs; and, fo

far
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far from being incompatible with knowledge,
it 1s its fawelt fruit.  What a grofs idea of
modefty had the writer of the following I~

mark! ¢ The lady who alked the queftion

¢ whether women may be mitrufted n the
‘ modern {yftem of botany, confiftently with
¢ female delicacy !—was accufed of ridiculous
¢ prudery: neverthelefs, 1f fhe had propofed
¢ the queltion to me, I fhould certainly have
¢ anfwered—They cannot.” Thus is the fair
book of knowledge to be fhut with an ever-
lafting {eal! On reading fimilar paffages I have
reverentially lifted vp my eyes and heart to
Him who liveth for ever and ever, and faid,

O my Father, haft Thou by the very confti-
tution of her nature forbid Thy child to feck

Thee in the fair forms of truth ? And, can her
{oul be f{ullied by the knowledge that awfully
calls her to Thee?

[ have then philofophically purfued thefe
refleCtions till I inferred that thofe women
who have moft 1mproved their reafon muft
have the moft modefty—though a dignified
fedatenefs of deportment may have fucceeded
the playful, bewitching bathfulnefs of youth #,

* Modefty, is the graceful calm virtue of maturity;
hafhfuluefs, the charm of vivacious youth,

T3 | And
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And thus have T argued.  To render chaf-
tity the virtue from which unfophifticated
modefty will naturally flow, the atteation
fhould be called away from employments
which only exercife the fenfibility ; and the
heart made to beat tune to humanity, rather
than to throb with love, Tne woman who
has dedicated a confiderable portion of ber
time to pur{uits purely intelleftual, and whofe
affcCions have been exercifed by humane
plans of ufefulacefs, mult have more purity of
mind, as a natural confequence, than the
ignorant beings whofe time and thoughts
have been occupied by eay pleafures or
{chemes to conquer hearts #,  The regula-

tion

® | have converfed, as man with man, with medical
men, on anatomical fubjects; and compared the proportions
of the human body with artifts—ryet fuch modefty did I
meet with, that I was never reminded by word or look of
my fex, of the ablurd rules which make modefty a phari-
faical cloak of weaknefs., And I am perfuaded that in the
purfuit of knowledge women would never be infulted by
fenfible men, and rarely by men of any defcription, if they
did not by mock modefty remind them that they were wo-
men: altuated by the fame fpirit as the Portugueze ladies,
who would think their charms infulted, if, when left alone
with 2 man, he did not, at lealt, attempt to be grofsly
| familiar
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tion of the behaviour is not modefty, though
thofe who ftudy rules of decorum are, m ge-
neral, termed modeft women, Make the
hcart clean, let 1t expand and feel for all that
is hutaen, mftead of bewe narrowed by felfith
paflions; and let the mind frequently con-
template {ubjects that exercife the underftand-
ing, without heating the mmagmation, and
artlefs modefty will give the fimthing touches

to the picture.

She who can difcern the dawn of i MO
tality, 1n the ftreaks that fhoot athwart the
mifty mght of ignorance, promufing a clearer
day, will relpect, as a facred temple, the
body that enthrines fuch an improvable foul.
True love, likewife, fpreads this kind of
my{terious fanclity round the beloved obje&,
making the lover moft modeft when in hu
prefence #, So referved s affetion that,

jecerving or returning perfonal endearnients,

it withes, not only to fhun the human eye,
as a kind of profanation; but to ditfufe an

fimiliar with their perfans,  Men are not always men in
the company of women, nor would women always r*em_t:n{-;
ber that they are women, if they were allowed to acquire
morc underftanding,

* Male or female; for the world contains many mo-

delt men, |
T 4 encireling
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encircling cloudy obfcurity to fhut out even
the faucy fparkling funbeams. Yet, that
affe&tion does not deferve the epithet of chafte,
which does not receive a {ublime gloom of
tender melancholy, that allows the mind for
a moment to ftand ftill and enjoy the prefent
fatisfaCtion, when a confcioufnefs of the Di«
vine prefence 1s felt~—for this muft ever be the
food of joy !

As 1 have always been fond of tracing to 1ts
fource 1 nature any prevaalling cuftom, I
have frequently thought that 1t was a fenti-
ment of affettion for whatever had touched
the perfon of an abfent or loft friend, which
gave birth to that refpet for relicks, fo much
abufed by felfith priefts, Devotion, or love,
may be allowed to hallow the garments as
well as the perfon; for the lover muflt want
fancy who has not a fort of facred refpet for
the glove or {lipper of his miftrefs. He could
not confound them with v.lgar things of the
fame kind. This fine fentiment, perhaps,
would not bear to be analyzed by the experi-
mental philofopher—but of fuch ftuff is hu-
man rapturc made up!—A fhadowy phan-
tom glides before us, obfcuring every other

object; yet when the foft cloud is grafped,
the
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the form melts into common air, leaving a

folitary void, or fweet perfume, ftolen from
the violet, that memory long holds dear,

But, I have tripped unawares on fairy ground,
feeling the balmy gale of {pring ftealing on
me, though november frowns.

Asa {ex, women are more chafte than men,
and as modefty 1s the effett of chaftity, they
may deferve to have this virtue afcribed to

them in rather an appropriated fenfe; yet, I
muft be allowed to add an hefitating 1f :—for

I doubt whether chaftity will produce mo-
defty, though it may propriety of condudt,
when it is merely a refpe for the opinion of
the world ¥, and when coquetry and the love-
lorn tales of novehits employ the thoughts.
Nay, from experience, and reafon, I f{hould
be led to expect to meet with more modefty
amongft men than women, fimply becaufe
men exercife their underftandings more than

women.
But, with refpelt to propriety of behavi-
our, excepting one clafs of females, women

have evidently the advantage. What can be

* The immodeft behaviour of many married women,
who are neverthelefs faithful to their hufbands’ beds, will

sluftrate this remark.
Nore
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more difgufting than that impudent drofs of
gallantry, thought {o manly, which makes
many men fare mfuftngly st every female:
they meets Can it be termed refpect for the
fex! No, this loofe behaviour thews fuch ha-.
bitual depravity, {uch weaknefs of mind, that.
1t 15 vain to expe¢t much public or private vir-
tue, till both men and women grow more mo-
deft—till men, curbing a fenfual fondnefs for:
the {ex, or an affectation of manly affurance,

more properly fpcaking, impudence, treat
cach other with refpect—unlefs appetite or
patlion give the tone, peculiar to it, to their
behaviour. I mean even perfonal refpedt—
the modeft refpect of humanity, and fellow-
teeling—not the libidinous mockery of gal-
fantry, nor the mfolent condefcenfion of pro-
teCtorfhup.,

To cairy the obfervation fhll further, mo-
defty muft heartily difclaim, and refufe to dwell
with that debauchery of mind, which leads a

san coolly to brine forward, without a bluth,
indecent allufions, or obicene witticifms, in
the prefence of a fellow creature; women are
now out of the queftion, for then it s brutality,
Reipedt for man, as man, 1s the foundation
of every noble fentiment,  How much more

yodelt



TIGHTS OF WOMAN, 283

w0deft i the fibertine who obeys the call of
anperite or fancy, than the lewd joker who
{ets the table wn a roar !

This is onc of the many mf{tances in which
the {exual diftfinction refpecting modefty has
proved fatal to virtue and happinefs, It 15,
however, carried {hll further, and woman,
weak woman! made by her education the
flave of {enfibility, 15 required, on the molk
trving  occafions, to refilt that fenfibility.
¢ Can any thing,” fays Knox, ¢ be more ab-
“ furd than keeping women m a ftate of 1g-

“ norance, and yet {o vehemently to mbft on
“ their refifting temptation '—Thus when

virtue or honour make 1t proper to check 2
patfion, the burden i3 thrown on the weaker
thoulders, contrary to reafon and truc mo-
defly, which, at leaft, thould render the felf-
denial wutual, to fay nothing of the genero-
fity of bravery, fuppofed to be a manly vir
tue.

In the fame ftram runs Roufleau’s and
Dr. Gregory’s advice refpelting  modeity,
frangely mifcalled ! for they both defire a
wife to leave 1t 1 doubt whether fcnﬁbility
or weaknefs led her to her huthand’s arms.—

The woman s wnmodeft who can let the
fhadow
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thadow of {uch a doubt remamn 1n her huf
band’s mind a moment.

But to ftate the tubject m a ditterent hight,
—The want of modefty, which I principally
deplore as {ubverfive of morality, arifes from
the ftate of warfare fo ftrenuoufly fupported
by voluptuous men as the very cflence of
modelty, though, m falt, its bane; becaule
it 1s a refinement on luft, that men fall mto
who have not {ufficient virtue to relifh the
nnocent pleafures of love. A man of delis
cacy carries his notions of modefty {till fur-
ther, for neither weaknefs nor fenfibility will
aratify him—he looks for afection.

Again; men boaft of their trumphs over
women, what do they boaft of? Truly the
creature of fenfibility was furprifed by her
fenfibility into folly—into vice ¥; and the
dreadful reckoning falls heavily on her own
weak head, when reafon wakes. For where
ait thou to find comfort, forlorn and difcon-
folate one? He who ought to have directed
thy rcafon, and fupported thy weaknefs, has
betrayed thee! In a dream of paffion thou
confented to wander through flowery lawns,

% The poor meth fluttering round a candle, burns its

winas,
and
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and heedlefsly ftepping over the precipice to
which thy guide, nftead of guarding, lured
thee, thou ftarteft from thy dream only to
face a {neering, frowning world, and to find
thy{clf alonc in a wafte, for he that triumphed
i thy weaknefs 15 now purfuing new con-
quefts ; but for thee—there 15 no redemption
on this fide the grave!—And what refource
haft thou in an encrvated mind toraife 2 fink-
iug heart 7

But, if the {exes be really to live in a
flate of warfarc, if nature have pomted 1t out,
let them act nobly, or let pride whifper to
them, that the viftory 1s mean when they
merely vanquifh fenfibility. The real con-
queft is that over affettion not taken by {ur-
prife—when, like Heloifa, a woman gives up
all the world, deliberately, for love. I donot
now confider the wifdom or virtuc of {uch 2
facrifice, 1 only contend that it was a facri-
fice to affetion, and not merely to {enfibility,
though fhe had her fhare.~And I muft be
allowed to call her a modelt woman, before
T difonifs ths part of the fubjedt, by faying,
that till men are more chafte women will be
immodeft.  Where, indeed, could modeft

women find-hufbands from whom they would
§ not
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ot continvally turn with difguft? Modefty
muft be equally cultivated by both fexcs, or
it will ever reman a fickly hot-houfe plant,
whillt the affeGtation of it, the ﬁg leaf bor-
rowed by wantonnefs, may give a zeft to vo-
fuptuous enjoyments.

Men will probably ftill nfilt that woman
ought to have more modefly than man; but
it 15 not difpaftionate reafoners who will moft
earnclily oppofe my opinion. No, they are the
men of fancy, the favourites of the fex, who
outwardly refpett and mwardly defpife the
weak creatures whom they thus fport with,
They cannot fubmit to refign the higheft
fenfual gratification, nor even to relifh the
epicurifm of virtue—{clf-denial.

To take another view of the fubjec, con-
fining my remaks to women.

The ndiculous falfities * which are told to
children, from muftaken notions of modefty,

tend

* Children very early fee cats with their kittens, birds
- with their young ones, &c,  Why then are they not to be
told that their mothers carry and nourtth them in the fame
way? As there would then be no appearance of myltery
they would never think of the fubjeft more, Truth may
always be told to children, if it be told gravely; but it is
the immodelty of affeCted modefty, that does all the mif-
chicfs
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tend very carly to nflame their imagiations
and fet their little minds to work, refpefting
fubjeCts, which nature never mntended they
fhould think of till the body arrived at {fome
degree of matunity; then the paffiens natu-
rally begin to take place of the {enfes, as in-
foruments to anfold the underftanding, and
form the moral charater.

[n nurferies, and boarding-ichools, I fear,
airls are firft fpoiled; particularly i the lat-
ter. A number of girls {leep in the fame
room, and wafh together, And, though I
thould be forry to contaminate an innocent
creature’s mind by inftilling falfe delicacy, or
thofe indecent prudifh notions, which early
cautions refpecting the other fex naturally
engender, 1 fhould be very anxious to pre-
vent their acquiring nafty, or immodeft ha-
bits; and as many guls have learned very
nafty tricks, from ignorant fervants, the

chief; and this fmoke heats the imagination by vainly en-
deavouring to obfeure certain objects, I, indeed, chil-
dren could be kept entirely from impreper company, we
fhould never allude to any fuch fubiells; but as this is im-
pofiible, it is beft to tcll them the truth, efpecially as fuch

information, not interefling them, will make no mprel-
fion on their imagination,
mixing



288 VINDICATION OF THE

‘mixing them thus indifcriminately together,
IS Very 1nproper.

To fay the truth womén are, in general,
too famihar with each other, which leads to
that orofs degree of familiarity that fo fre-
quently renders the marriage ftate unhappy.
Why in the name of decency are fifters, fe-
male intimates, or ladies and their waiting-
women, to be {o grofsly familiar as to forget
the refpe& which one human creature owes
to another? That fqueamifh delicacy which
fhrinks from the moft difgufting offices when
affeCtion * or humanity lead us to watch ata
fick pillow, 1s defpicable. But, why wo-
men in health thould be more familiar with
each other than men are, when they boaft of
their fuperior delicacy, is a foleciim in man-
ners which I could never folve.

In order to preferve health and beauty, I
thould earncftly recommend frequent ablu-
tions, to dignify my advice that 1t may not
oftend the faftidious ear ; and, by example, girls
ought to be taught to wafh and drcfs alone,

* AffeCtion would rather make one choofe to perform
thefe ofhices, to fpare the delicacy of a friend, by fill keep-
ing a veil over them, for the perfonal helplefinefs, pro
duced by fickncfs, is of an humbling nature,

without
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it 1s an infult to -the majefty of human na-
tare.  Not on the fcore of . ma deity, but de-
cency; for the care whic h fome modelt wo-
men take, mn]uno' u.t the iame time a difplay
of that care, not fo let thair legs ke feen, is
as. chlid (h as immodelt .

I could ploceed (hill fu1thel, ti II anum—ld«h
| vcrted on fome ftill more .nafty cuftoms,
~ which men-never fall into. Secrets are told

—where ,filence ought to reign; and that
regard to cleqnhnefs, which fome religious
-_fe&s have, perhaps, " carried too far, cfpecxallv
~ the Effenes, amongft the Jews, by making
that an infult to God. which is oniy an infult
to humanity,  is violated -in a beaftly manner.
How can_ .delicaie ﬂwémen- obtrude on notice
ithat'.'part* of the animal eeconomy, which is-

# T-remember .to havc met w1th a fentcnce, in a.book of

education, that madé me fmile. ¢ It would be needlefs to
¢, caution’ you-againft ‘putting your hand, by chance, - under

¢ your neck-handkerchief ; for a modeft woman never” did
€ ol | | '
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fo very difgufting? And 151t not very rationa¥
to conclude, that the women who have not
been taught to refpect the human nature of
their own fex, 1n thefe particulars, will not
long refpet the mere difference of fex in their
hutbands? After their madenifth bathfulnefs
5 once loft, I, in fa&t, have generally ob-
ferved, that women fall into old habits; and
" treat their bufbands as they did their fifters or
female acquaintance.

Befides, women from ncceflity, becaufe
thetr minds are not cultivated, have recourfe
very often to what I famiharly term bodily
wit: and their intimacies are of the {ame
kind. In fhort, with refpe& to both mind
and body, they are too mtimate, 'That de-
cent perfonal referve which is the foundation
of dignity of charatter, muft be kept up be-
tween woman and woman, or their minds
will never gamn ftrength or modefty.

On this account alfo, I objet to many fe-
males being fhut up together in nurfertes,
{chools, or convents. I cannot recolleét with-
out indignation, the jokes and hoiden tricks,
which knots of young‘ women indulge them-
felves m, when 1o my youth accident threw

me, an awkward ruftic, in their way, They
3 were:
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were almoft on a par with the double mean-
ings, which fhake the convivial table when

the glafs has circulated freely. But, it is
vain to attempt to keep the heart pure, un-
lefs the head is furnifhed with 1deas, and fet
to work to compare them, in order to acquire
judgment, by generalizing fimple ones; and
modefty, by making the underftanding damp
the fenfibility.

It may be thought that Ilay teo creat a
ftrefs on perfonal referve; but it 15 ever the
handmaid of modefty, So that were [ to
name.the graces that ought to adorn teuty,
I thould wnftantly exclaim, cleanknefs, neat-
nefs, and perfonal referve. It 1s obvious, I

{uppofe, that the referve I mean, has nothing
{exual in it, and that I think 1t egually necel-
fary in both fexes. So neceflary, indeed, is
that referve and cleanlinefs which indolent
women too often negle®, that I will venture

to affirm that when two or three women hve
in the fame houfe, the one will be moft re-

{peted by the male part of the fanuly, who
refide with them, leaving love entirely out of
the queftion, who pays this kind of habitual

refpect to her perfon.
U 2 When
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When domeftic friends meet m a morntng;
there will naturally prevail an affetionate fe-
rioufnefs, efpecially, it cach look forward to
the dilcharge of daily duties; and 1t may be
reckoned fanciful, but this {entunent has
frequently rifen {pontaneoufly i my mind,
I have been pleafed after breathing the {weet-
bracing morning aur, to {ee the fame kind of
frefhnefs in the countenances I particularly
loved; I was glad to fee them braced, as it
were, for the day, and ready to run their
courfe with the fun.  The greetings of affec-
tion in the morning are by thefe means more
refpe&tful than the familiar tendernefs which
frequently prolongs the evening talk, Nay,
I have often fclt hurt, not to fay difgufted,
when a friend has appeared, whom I parted
with full drefled the evening before, with
her clothes huddled on, becaufe fhe chofe to
mnduloe berfelf n bed till the laft moment,

Domeftic affetion can only be kept alive
by thefe negleted attentions; yet 1f men and
women took half as much pains to drefs habi-
tually ncat, as they do to ornament, or rather
to disfigure, their perfons, much would be
done towards the attamment of purity of

mind. But women only drcfs to gratify men
of
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of gallantry; for the lover 1s always beft
pleafed with the fimple garb that fits clofe to
the fhape. There is an impertinence in or-
naments that rebuffs afteCtion; becaufe love
always clings round the idea of home.

As afex, women are habitually indolent;
and cvery thing tends to make them fo, I
do not forget the fpurts of aftivity which
{enfilality produces; but as thefe flights of
feehurs only increafe the evil, they are not
to be confounded with the {low, orderly walk
of reafon.  So great m reality is their mental
and bodily indolence, that till their body be
ftrengthened and their underftanding enlarged
by aftive exertions, there 1s little reafon to
expet that modefty will take place of bath-
fulnefs. They may find 1t prudent to aflume
its femblance ; but the fair veil will only be
worn on gala days.

Perhaps, there s not a virtue that miges
fo kindly with cvery other as modefty.—
It is the pale moon-beam that renders more
interefting  cvery virtue 1t ibftens, gIving
mild grandeur to the contra&ted horizon.
Nothing can be more beautiful than the
oetical fidtion, which makes Diana with
her filver crefcent, the goddefs of chaftity.

Us. I have
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I have fometimes thought, that wandcring
with {edate ftep in fome lonely recefs, a mo-
deft dame of antiquity muft have felt a olow
of confcious dignity when, after contemplat-
g the {oft fthadowy landfcape, the has in-
vited with placid fervour the mild reflection of
her fifter’s beams to turn to her chaite bofom.

A Chnftian has {till nobler motives to mcite
herto preferve her chaftity andacquire modefty,
for her body has been called the Temple of the
living God; of that God who requires more
than modefty of mien. His eye{earcheth the
heart; and let her remember, that if fhe
hope to find favour m the fight of punty
itfelf, her chaftity muft be founded on mo-
defty, and not on worldly prudence; or verily
a oood reputation will be her only reward;
for that awful intercourfe, that facred coms-
munication, which virtue eftablithes between
man and his Maker, muoft gwe nfe to the
with of being pure as he is pure!

After the foregoing remarks, 1t 1s almoft
fuperfluous to add, that I confider all thofe
femimne airs of matunty, which {ucceed -
bathfulnefs, to which truth 15 facrificed, to
{ecure the heart of a hufband, or rather to
force him to be ftill a lover when nature

V‘r’OUIdi
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would, had the not been interrupted in her
operations, have made love give place to
friendfhip, as immodeft. The tendernefs
which 2 man will feel for the mother of his
children 1s an excellent {ubftitute for the ar-

dour of unfatisfied paflion; but to prolong
that ardour it 1s indelicate, not to fay unmo-
deft, for women to feign an unnatural cold-
nefs of conftitution. Women as well as men
ought to have the common appetites and paf-
fions of their nature, they are only brutal
when unchecked by reafon: but the obliga-
tion to check them 1s the duty of mankind,
not a {exual duty, Nature, in thefe refpects,
may fafely be left to herfelf; let women only
acquire knowledge and humanity, aad love
will teach them modefty *,  There 1s no need
of faltehoods, difgufting as futile, for ftudicd
rules of behaviour only impofe on thallow
obfervers; a man of fenfe {oon fees through,
and defpifes the affetation,

% The behavioyr of many newly married women has
olten difoulted me. They {cem anxious never to let their
hufbands forget the privilege of marriage; and to find no
pleafure in his {ocicty unlefs he is alting the lover. Short,
indeed, muft be the reign of love, when the flame is thus
conflantly blown up, without its receiving any folid fewel !

U 4 The
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The behaviour of young people, to each
other, as men and women, 15 the laft thing
that fhould be thought of 1n education. In
fact, behaviour n moft circumftances is now
fo much thought of, that {implcity of cha-
rafter 15 rarely to be {een: yet, if men were
only anxious to cultivate each virtue, and
let 1t take root firmly mn the mind, the
grace refuiting from 1t, its natural exteriour

mark, would foon ftrip affe®ation of its
flaunting plumes; becaule, fallacious as un-

flable, 15 the condué that 1s not founded
upon truth!

Would ye, O my fifters, really poflefs
modefty, yc muft remember that the pof-
feffion of virtue, of any denomination, is
incompatible with 1gnorance and vanity ! ye
muft acquire that fobernefs of mind, which
the exercife of duties, and the purfuit of
knowledge, ajone mipire, or ye will fhll
remain i a doubtful dependent fituation,
and only be loved whillt ye are fair!
The downcaft eye, the rofy blufh, the re-
tmnﬂ' grace, are all proper in their {ea-
fon, but modeﬁy, bemg the child of rea-
fon, cannot long exift Wlth the fenfibility

that 15 not tempeud by refleCtion,  Befides,
when
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when love, even innocent love, 1s the whole
employ of your lives, your hearts will be too
{oft to afford modefty that tranqul retreat,
where the delights to dwell, m clofe union
with humanity.

CHAP.
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CHAP. VIIL

MORALITY UNDERMINED BY SEXUAL NO-
TIONS OF THEE IMPORTANCE OF A GOOD

REPUTATION,

I+ has long fince occurred to me that advice
refpecting behaviour, and all the various modes
of preferving a good reputation, which have
been fo ftrenvoufly inculcated on the female
world, were {pecious poifons, that incrufting
morality eat away the {ubftance. And, that
this meafuring of fhadows produced a falfe
calculation, becaufe their length depends fo
much on the height of the {un, and other

adventitious circumitances.
Whence anifes the eafy fallacious beha-
viour of a courtier?! From his fituation, un-

doubtedly: for ftanding i need of depend-
ents, he 15 obliged to learn the art of deny-

ing without giving offence, and, of evafively
feeding hope with the chameleon’s food:
thus does politenefs fport with truth, and
cating
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eating away the fincerity and humanity natu-
ral to man, produce the fine gentleman.
Women likewifc acquire, from a {uppofed
acceflity, an equally artificial mode of beha-
viour. Yet truth 1s not with impuuity to
be {ported with, for the prattifed diffembler,
at kit, become the dupe of his own arts,
lofes that fagacity, which has been juftly
termed common fenfe; namely, a quick per-
ception of common truths: which are con-
ftantly received as {uch by the unfophifticated
mind, thouch 1t might not have had {uffi-
cient energy to difcover them. 1tfelf, when
obicured by local prejudices. The greater
number of people take their opintons on truft
to avold the trouble of exercifing their own
minds, and thefe dolent beings naturally
adhere to the letter, rather than the {piit of
a law, divine or human. ¢ Women, fays
{omc author, I cannot recolle& who, ¢ mind
‘ not what only heaven fees” Why, ine
deed, fthould they? 1t is the eye of man that
they have been taught to dread—and if. they
can lull their Argus to fleep, they feldom think
~ of heaven or themfelves, becaufe their repu-
* tation is fafe; and 1t 15 reputation, not chaf-

tity and all its fair tramn, that they are em-

Plo_yed



300 VINDICATION OF THE

pioyed to keep free from fpot, not asa virtue,
but to preferve their ftation in the world.

To prove the truth of this remark, I need
only advert to the ntrigues of married wo-
men, particularly in high life, and in coun-
tries where women are fuitably married, ac-
cording to their refpedtive ranks, by their
parents, If an mnocent girl become a prey
to love, fhe 1s degraded for ever, though her
mind was not polluted by the arts which
married women, under the convenient cloke
of marriage, praltife; nor has fhe violated
any duty—but the duty of refpecting herfelf,
"The married woman, on the contrary, breaks
a moft facred engagement, and becomes

a cruel mother when fhe 15 a falfe and

faithlefs wife. If her hufband have {lill an

affeCtion for her, the arts which fhe muft
practife to deceive him, will render her the
moft contemptible of human beings; and, at
any rate, the contrivances neceflary to pre-
{erve appearances, will keep her mind n that
childith, or vicious, tumult, which deftroys
all its energy. Befides, 1n time, like thofe
people who habitually take cordials to raifc
their {pits, fhe will want an intrigue to give
Jifc to her thoughts, having loft all relifh for

pleafures
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pleafures that arc not highly feafoned by hope

or fear,

Sometimes married women a¢t fhil more
audacioufly ; T will mention an nftance.

A woman of quality, notorious for her gal-
lantries, though as fhe {till hived with her huf-
band, nobody “chofe to place her m the clafs
where fhe ought to have beer placed, made a
pownt of treating with the moft infulting con-
tempt a poor timid creature, abathed by a
fenfe of her former weaknels, whom a neigh-
bouring gentleman had feduced and aftcr-
wards married. This woran had allually
confounded virtue with reputation; and, I
do believe, valued herfelf on the propriety of
her behaviour before marriage, though when
once fettled to the fatisfaCtion of her fa-
mily, the and her lord were equally faithlefs,
—fo that the half alive heir to an immenfe
eftate came from heaven knows where!

To view this fubjet in another light.

I have known a number of women who,
if they did not love their hufbands, loved no-
body elfe, give themfelves entirely up to
vanity and diffipation, negletng every do-
meftic duty; nay, even {quandering away
all the money which thould have been faved

for
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for their helplefs younger children, yet have
plumed themfelves on their unfullied reputas
tion, as if the whole compafs of their duty as
wives and mothers was ouly to preferve 1,
Whilft other indolent women, neglecting
every perfonal duty, have thought that they
deferved their hufbands’ afteltion, becaufe, for-
footh, they ated in this refpect with propriety,

Weak minds are always fond of refting in
the ceremontals of duty, but morality offers
much fimpler motives; and 1t were to be
withed that {uperficial moralifts had faid lefs
refpecting behaviour, andoutward obfervances,
for unlefs virtue, of any kind, be built on
knowledge, it will only produce a kind of
infipid decency. Refped for the opinion of
the world, has, however, been termed the
principal duty of woman in the moft exprefs
words, for Roufleau declares, ¢ that reputa-
¢ tion 13 no lefs indifpenfable than chaftity.’
¢ A man,’ adds he, ¢ {ecure m his own gsood
¢ conduct, depends only on himfeif, and
¢ may brave the public opinton: but a wo-
¢ man, m behaving well, performs but half
¢ her duty; as what 1s thought of her, 15 as
¢ mmportant to her as what fhe really 1. It

¢ follows hence, that the {yftem of a wo-
¢ man’s
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¢ man’s education fhould, in this refpet, be
¢ direltly contrary to that of ours, Opinion
‘ 15 the grave of virtue among the men; but
‘ its throne among women.” It 15 ftrictly
logical to wfer that the virtue that refts on
opinion 15 merely worlaly, and that it is the
virtue of a being to whom reafon has been
denied.  But, even with refpect to the opinion
of the world, T am convinced that this clafs
of reafoners are miftaken.

This regard for reputation, mdependent of
its being one of the natural rewards of vir-
tue, however, took its nfe from a caufe that
I have already deplored as the grand fource of
female depravity, the impofhibility of regain-
ing refpectability by a return to virtue, though
men preferve theirs during the indulgence of
vice. It was natural for women then to en-
deavour to preferve what once loft—was loft
for cver, till this care {wallowing up every
other care, reputation for chaftity, became
the one thing needful to the fex. But vain
is the fcrupulofity of ignorance, for neither
religion nor virtue, when they rcfide 1n the
heart, require {uch a puerile attention to mere

ceremonies, becaufe the behaviour muft, upon
the
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the whole, be proper, when the motive is

pure.

To {upport my opinion I can produce very

refpectable authority; and the authority of a
cool reafoner ought to have weight to enforce

confideration, though not to eftablith a fen-
tument.  Speaking of the oeneral laws of mo-

rality, Dr. Smith obferves,—¢ That by fome

4

¢

¢

very extraordinary and unlucky circum-
flance, a good man may come to be fuf-
pected of a crime of which he was altogether
incapable, and upon that account be moft
unjuftly expofed for the remaining nart of
his life to the horror and averfion of man-
kind. By an accident of this kind he may
be faid to lofe his all,” notwithftanding his
integrity and juftice, m the fame manner
as a cautious man, notwithftanding his
utmoft circumipection, may be ruined by
an carthquake or an mundation.  Accidents
of the firlt kind, however, are perhaps flill
more rare, and fhil more contrary to the
common courfe of things than thofc of the
fecond; and 1t full remains true, that the
pratice of truth, juftice, and humanity,
s a certan and almoft infallibic method of

¢ acquiring
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acquurng what thofe virtues chiefly aim at,
the confidence and love of thofe we live
with. A perfon may be eafily mifrepre-
fented with regard to a particular acion;
¢ but 1t 1s {carce poflible that he thould be {o
with regard to the general tenor of his con-
duct. An mnocent man may be believed
¢ to have done wrong: this, however, will
¢ rarely happen, On the contrary, the efta-
¢ blithed opinion of the mnocence of his man-
¢ ners will often lead us to abfolve him
where he has really been in the fault, not-
withftanding very ftreng prefumptions.’

L 3

I perfeétly comncide m opmion with this
writer, for I verily believe that few of cither
{fex were ever defpifed for certan vices with-
out deferving to be defpifed. I {peak not of
the calumny of the moment, which hovers
over a character, like one of the denfe morning
fogs of November, over this metropolis, till it
oradually {ubfides before the common light of

day, I only contend that the daily conduét of
the majority prevails to {tamp their character
with the impreflion of truth. Quetly does
the clear light, fhining day after day, refute
the ignorant {urmife, or mahicious tale, which
has thrown dirt on a pure charalter. A
falfe light diftorted, for a thort time, its {ha-

A | dow
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dow—reputation; but 1t {eldom fails to be-
come juft when the cloud is difperfed that
produced the miftake in vifion.

Many people, undoubtedly, in feveral re-
{pects obtain a better reputation than, {tnictly

{peaking, they deferve; for unremitting in-

duftry will meitly reach its goal in all races.
They who only ftrive for this paltry prize,
like the Pharifees, who prayed at the corners
of ftreets, to be feen of men, verly ob-
tain the reward they {eek; for the heart of

man cannot be read by man! Still the far
fame that 15 naturally reflected by good ac-

tions, when the man 1s only employed to
dire& his fteps anight, regardlefs of the look-
crs-on, 1s, 1n general, not only more true, but

more {ure.

There are, 1t 1s truc, trials when the good
man muft appeal to God from the injuftice of
man; and amdft the whining candour or
hiffings of cnvy, ercct a pavihion m his own
mind to retire to till the rumour be overpaft;
nay, the darts of undeferved cenfure may
pierce an nnocent  tender bofom through
with many forrows; baut thefe arc all excep-
tions to general rules.  And 1t 15 accordmg
to common laws that human behaviour

ought to be regulated. The eccentric orbit
of
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¢f the comet never influences aftronomical
calculationsrefpeting the mvariable order efla-
blithed 10 the motion of the principal bodies

of the folar {y{tem.

I will then venture to affirm, that after a
man 15 arrived at maturity, the general out-
line of his charalter i the world 1s juft, al-
lowing for the before-mentioned exceptions
" to the rule. I do net fay that a prudent;

worldly-wife man, with only negative vir-
tues and qualities, may not {oraetimes obtain
a {moother reputation than a wifer or a
better man.” So far from it, that Tam apt
to conclude from experience, that where the
virtue of two people 1s nearly equal, the moft
negative charalter will be liked beft by the
world at large, whilft the other may have
more friends m private life. But the hills
and dales, clouds and {unfhine, confpicuous in
the virtues of great men, fet off each other;
and though they afford envious weaknefs a
fairer mark to fhoot af, the real charater
will ftill work its way to light, thougly
befpattered by weak affeChion, or ingenious
malice *,

* T allude to various biozraphical writings, but particu-
larly to Bofwell’s Lifc of johnfon.

) With
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With refpeét to ihat anxiety to preferve a
reputation hardly carned, which leads fagacicus

people to analyzet, I fhall not make the obvi-
ous comment ; but I am afraid that morality is

very infidioufly undermmed, n the female
world, by the attention bemng turned to the
fhew inftead of the {ubftance. A f{imple
thing is thus made {trangely complicated ;
nay, fometimes virtue and its fhadow are fet
at variance. We fhould never, perhaps, have
heard of Lucretia, had {he died to preferve
her chaftity inftead of her reputation, If we
really deferve our own good opinon we fhall
commonly be refpected mn the world; but if
we pant after higher improvement and higher

attainments, 1t 15 not {ufficient to view out-
felves as we fuppofe that we are viewed by

others, though this has been ingenioufly ar-
oued, as the foundation of our moral fenti-
ments¥. Becaufe each by-ftander may have
his own prejudices, befide the prejudices of
his age or country, We fhould rather endeu-
vour to view ourlelves as we fuppofe that
Being views us who {eeth each: thought ripen
mto action, and whofe judgment never

% Smith,
fwerveg



RIGHTS OF WOMAN, 309

{werves from the eternal rule of right. Righ-

teous are all his judgments—juft as merciful §
The humble mind that {eeketh to find favour

in His fight, and calmly examines its condué
when only His prefence 1s felt, will feldom
form a very erroneous apinion of its own vir-
tues. During the {hill hour of felf-colieGion
the angry brow of offended juftice will be
fearfully deprecrated, or the tie which draws
man to the Deity will be recognized in the
pure fentiment of reverential adoration, that
{wells the heart without exciting any tumul-
tuous emotions. In thefe folemn moments
man difcovers the germ of thofe vices, which
like the Java tree fhed a peftiferous vapour
around—death 1s n the fhade! and he per-
ceives them without abhorrence, becaufe he
feels himfelf drawn by {fome cord of love to
all his fellow-creatures, for whofe follies he
is anxious to find every extenuation in their
nature—in himfelf, If I, he may thus argue,
who exercife my own mind, and have been
refined by tribulation, find the {erpent’s egg 1n
{ome fold of my heart, and cruth it with
difficulty, fhall not I pity thofe who have
ftamped with lefs vigour, or who have heed-
lefsly nurtured the infidious reptile till 1t
Poifoned the vital fiream 1t {ucked? Can I,

A3 confcious
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confcious of my fecret fins, throw oft my
fellow-creatures, and calmly fec them dropinto
the chafim of perdition, that yawns to recewve
them~—No! no! The agomzed heart will
cry with {uffocating 1mpatience—I too am 2
man! and - have vices, hid, perhaps, from
human eye, that bend me to the duft before
God, and loudly tell me, when all is mute,
that we are formed of the fame carth, and
breathe the fame clement.,  Humanity thus
rifes naturally out of humility, and twits the
cords of love that m vartous convolutions en-
tangle the heart.

T}]IS {ympathy extends {hll further, till a
man well pleafed obferves force i arguments
that do not carry conviction to hus own bo-
{fom, and he gladly places i the faireft lioht,
to himfelf, the fhews of reafon that have led
others aftray, rejoiced to find fome reafon in
all the errors of man; though before con-
vinced that he who rules the day makes his
fun to fhine on all. . Yet, fhaking hands thus
as 1t were with corruption, one foot on earth,
the other with bold firide mounts to heaven,
and clums kindred with fuperiour natures,
- Virtues, unobierved by man, drop thetr balmy
fragratice at this cool hour, and the thirlty

land,
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land, refrethed by the pure ftreams of comfort
that fuddenly guth out, is crowned with fmil-
ing verdure; this 1s the living green on which,
that eye may look with complacency that is
too purc to behold imquity!

But my {pinits flag; and 1 muft flently
indulge the reveric thefe reflettions lead to,
unable to defcribe the fentiments, that have
calmed my foul, when watching the rifing
fun, a foft thower dnzzhug through the leaves
of neichbouring trees, feemed to fall on my
languid, yet tranquil {pirits, to cool the heart
that ‘had been heated by the pathons which
reafon laboured to tame, )

The leading principles which run through
all my d]fthtmm would render it uxmecef
fary to enlarge on this fubjed, if a conftant
attention to keep the varnith of the charalter
frefh, and in good condition, were not often
inculcated as the {um total of female duty ; if
rules to regulate the behaviour, and to pre-
ferve the reputation, did naot too frequently
fuperfede moral obligations.  But, with re-
fpedt to reputation, the attention is confined
to a fingle virtue—chaftity, If the honour
of a woman, as it is abfurdly called, be fafe,
fhe may négle& every focial duty; nay, rum

A 4 her
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her family by gaming and extravagances yet
ftill prefent a thamelefs front—for truly fhe 1s
an honourable woman!

Ms. M"lcaulay has juftly obferved, that

¢ there 15 but one fault which 4 woman
¢ of honour m1y not commt with impuity.”
She then juftly and humanely adds—¢ Thi
¢ has given rife to the trite and foolith obfer-
¢ vation, that the firft fault agamnft chaftity

¢ in woman has a radical power to deprave
¢ the charalter, But no fuch frail beings
¢ come out of the hands of nature, The
¢ human mind is built of nobler materials

¢ than to be eafily corrupted; and with all
¢ their difadvantages, of fituation and educa-

¢ tion, wome feldom become entirely abari-
¢ doned till they are thrown into a flate of
¢ defperation, by the venomous rancour of
¢ their own fex.’

But, in proportion as this regard for the re-
putation of chiaftity is prized by women, it is
defpifed by mien: and the two extremes are
equally deftructive to morality. -

Men are certainly more under the in-
fluence of their appetites than womens and
their appetites are more depraved by unbridled
indulgence and the faftidious contrivances of

faticty.
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fatiety. Luxury bas introduced a refinement

in eating, that deftroys the confhtution ; and,
a degree of gluttony which is {o beaftly, that

a perception of {eemlinefs of behaviour muk
be worn out before one being could eat im-
moderately in the prefence of another, and
afterwards complain of the oppreffion that his
intemperance naturally produced, Some wo-
men, particularly French women, have alfo
loft a fenfe of decency in this refpedt; for
they will talk very calmly of an indigeftion.
It were to be wifhed that idlenefs was not
allowed to generate, on the rank foil of
wealth, thofe {fwarms of fummer mfets that
feed on putrefattion, we fhould not then be

difgufted by the fight of fuch brutal excefles.
There is one rule relative to behaviour that,
I think, ought to regulate every other; and
it 1s fimply to cherifh {fuch an habitual refpect
for mankind as may prevent ug from difguft-
ing a fellow-creature for the fake of a prefent
indulgence. The thameful indolence of many
married women, and others a little advanced
in life, frequently leads them to fin agamft -
Helicacy. Tor, though convinced that the
perfon is the band of union between the
fexes, yet, how often do they from fheer m-
\ | dolence,
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dolence, or, to enjoy fome trifling indul-
gence, difguft!

* Thedepravity of the appetite which brings
the fexes together, has had a fhil more fatal
effet. Nature muft ever be the ftandard of
tafte, the gauge of appetite—yet how arofsly
1s nature 1n{ulted by the voluptuary. Leav-
ing tne refinements of love out of the quel-
tion; nature, by making the gratification of
2n appetite, in this refpedt, =3 well as every
other, a natural and mmpericas law ‘to pre-
ferve the {pecies, exalts the appetite, and
mixes a little mind and afteGtion with a {en-
fual guft. The feelings of a parent ming-
ling with an nftint merely amimal, give it
dignity; and the man and woman often
meeting on account of the child, a mutual
jterelt and affettion 1s excited by the exer-
cife of a common {ympathy., Women then
having neceflarily fome duty to fulfil, more
noble than to adorn their perfons, would not
contentedly be the flaves of cafual luft; which
15 now the fituation of a very confiderable
number who are, literally {peaking, ftanding
difthes to which every glutton may have ac-
cefs,

I may
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I may be told that great as this enormity s,
it only affefts a devoted part of the fex—de-
voted for the {alvation of the reft, But, falfe
as cvery affertion might eafily be proved, that
recommends the fantioning a fmall evil to
produce a greater good; the mifchief does not
ftop here, for the moral charadter, and peace
of mind, of the chafter part of the fex, is un-
dermined by the condu@ of the very women
to whom they allow no refuge from guilt:
svhom they inexorably confign to -the exer-
cife of arts that lure their hufbands from
them, debauch their fons, and force them,
let not modeft women ftart, to affume, in
{ome degree, the fame character themfclves.
Iror I will venture to aflert, that all the caufes
of female weaknefs, as well as depravity, which
I have already enlarged on, branch out of one
grand caufe—want of chaftity in men.

This mntemperance, {o prevalent, depraves
the appetite to {uch a degree, that a wanton
thimulus js neceflary to roufe it; bt the pa-
rental defign of nature 15 forgotten, and the
mere perfon, and that for a moment, alone
cngrofles the thoughts, 50 voluptuous, In-
deed, often grows the luftful prowler, that
be refincs on female {oftnefs.  Something

more
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more foft than woman is then fought for
till, i Italy and Portugal, men attend the
levees of equivocal beings, to fich for more
than female languor.

To fatisfy this genus of men, women are
made {yftematically voluptuous, and though
they may not all carry their libertinifm to
the fame height, yet this heartlefs mntercourfe
with the fex, which they allow themfelves,
depraves both fexes, becaufe the tafte of men
1$ vitiated; and women, of all claffes, natu-
rally fquare their behaviour to gratify the
tafte by whych they obtain pleafure and power,
Women becoming, confequently, weaker, in
mind and body, than they ought to be, were
one of the grand ends of their being taken
mto the account, that of bearing and nuriing
children, have not fufficient ftrength to dif-
charge the firft duty of a mother; and facri-
ficing to lafcivioufnefs the parental affeCtion,
that enpobles inftin®, either deftroy the
embryo i the womb, or caft it off when
born, Nature in every thing demands re-
{pe&, and thofe who violate her laws feldom
violate them with impumty, The weak
enervated women who particularly catch the
attention of libertines, are unfit to be mo-

Iher Jy
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thers, though they may conceive; {o that -
the rich {enfualit, who has rioted among
women, {preading depravity and mifery, when
he withes to perpetuate his name, recewcs
from his wife ouly an half-formed being

that inherits both its father’s and mother’s
weaknefs. |
Contrafting the humanity of the prefent
ase with the barbariim of antiquity, great
ftrefs has been laid on the favage cuftom of ex-

pofing the children whom their parents could
not maintamn ; whillt the man of fenfibility,

who thus, perhaps, complams, by his pro-
mifcuous amours produces a molt deftrutive
barrennefs and contagious flagitioufnefs of
manners.  Surely nature never mtended that
women, by fatisfying an appetite, fhould
fruftrate the very purpofe for which it was
implanted ?

I have before obferved, that men ought to

maintain the women whom they have {educed;
this would be one mcans of reforming female
maunners, and ftopping an abufe that has an
equally fatal eftect on population and morals.

Another, no lefs obvious, would be to turn the
attention of woman to the real virtue of chaf-

tity; for to little refpect has that woman a
clam
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claim, on the fcore of modefty, though her
reputation may be white as the driven {now,
who finiles on the hbertine whillt the fpurns
the victims of his lawlels appetites and their
own folly.

Befides, fhe has a tant of the famc folly,
pure as fhe efteems herfclf, when fhe ftudi-
oufly adorns her perfoa only to be feen by
men, to excite refpectful fighs, and all the
idle homage of what 15 called nnocent gal-
lantry. Did women really refpe&t virtue for
its own fake, they would not {eck for a com-
penfation in vanity, for the felf-denial which
they are obliged to practife to preferve their
reputation, nor would they aflociate with
men who fet reputation at defiauce,

The two fexes mutually corrupt and im-
prove cach other. This I believe to be an
mdifputable truth, extending it to every vir-
tue.  Chaflity, modefty, public fpirit, and
all the noble tramn of virtues, on which focial
virtue and happinefs are built, fhould be un-
derftood and cultivated by all mankind, or
they will be cultivated to hittle effect.  And,
inftead of furnifhing the vicious or idle with
a pretext for violating fome facred duty, by
terming 1t a {cxual one, it would be wifer to

thew
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fhew that nature has not made any difference,
for that the unchafte man doubly defeats the

purpofe of nature, by rendering women barren,
and deftroying his own confiitution, though
he avords the thame that purfues the crime in
the other fex. Thefe are the phyfical confe-
quences, the moral are ftll more alarming;
for virtue is only 2 nominal diftinCtion when
the duties of citizens, hufbands, wives, fa-
thers, mothers, and directors of families, be-
come merely the felfith ties of convenience.
Why then do philofophers look for public
fpirit? Public {pirit muft be nurtured by pri-
vate virtue, or it will refemble the faditious

{entiment which makes women-careful to pre-
{erve thewr reputation, and men their honour.

A {entiment that often exifts unfupported by

virtue, unfupported by that fublime morality
which makes the habitual breach of one duty

a breach of the whole moral law,

CHAP.



326 VINDICATION OF THH

CHAP. IX.

QF THE PERNICIOUS EFFECTS WHICH ARISE
FROM THE UNNATURAL DISTINCTIONS
EST ABLISHED IN SOCIETY,

Froa the refpedt paid to property flow, as
form a poifoned fountain, moft of the evils
and vices which render this world fuch a
dreary fcene to the contemplative mind,
For it i1s in the moft polithed fociety that
poifome reptiles and venomous ferpents lurk
under the rank herbage; and there is volup-
tuonfnefs pampered by the ftill fultry air,
which relaxes every good difpofition before it
ripens Into virtue,

One clafs prefles on another; for all are
aiming to procure refpect on account of their
property: and property, once gained, will
procure the refpeft due only to talents and
virtue.  Men neglett the duties incumbent
on man, yet are treated like demi-gods; reli-
gion is alfo {eparated from morality by a cerc-

monial veil, yet men wonder that the world
1S
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is almoft, literally fpeaking, a den of {harpers
or oppreflors.

There is a homely proverb, which fpeaks
a fhrewd truth, that whoever the devil finds
idle he will employ. And what but habi-
tual idlenefs can hereditary wealth and titles
produce? For man is fo conflituted that e
can only attain a proper ufe of his faculties
by escrcifing them, and will not exercife
them unlefs neceflity, of fome kind, firft fet

the wheels 11 motion. Virtue likewife can -

only be acquired by the dilcharge of relative
duties; but the importance of thefe facred
duties will fcarcely be felt by the bemng who
is cajoled out of his humanity by the flattery
of {ycophants. There muft be more equality
eftablifhed 1n fociety, or morality will never
oain ground, and this virtuous equality will
not reft firmly even when founded on a rock,
i one half of mankind be chamned to 1ts bot-
tom by fate, for they will be continually un-
dermuning it through 1gnorance or pride.

It is vain to expe&t virtue from women till
they are, in fome degree, independent of
men; bay, it is vain to-expedt that ftrength
of natural afteCtion, which would make them
ocood wives and mothers, Whilft they are

abfolutely dependent on their hufbands they
Y will

I
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will be cunning, mean, and {elfifh, and the
men who can be gratified by the fawning

fondnefs of f{paniel-like affection, have not
much delicacy, for love 15 not to be bought,
in any fenfe of the words, its filken wings are
inftantly fhrivelled up when any thing be-
fide a return in kind 1s fought. Vet whilft
wealth enervates men; and women live, as
it were, by their perfonal charms, how can
we expedt them to dilcharge thofe enobling
duties which equally require exertion and
felf-denial.  Hereditary property {ophifticates
the mind, and the unfortunate victims to it,
if T may fo exprefs myfelf, {wathed from their
birth, {cldom exert the locomotive faculty
of body or mind; and, thus viewing every
thing through one medium, and that a falfe
one, they are unable to difcern in what true
merit and happinefs confift. Falfe, indeed,
muft be the light when the drapery of fitua-
tion hides the man, and makes him ftalk in
mafquerade, dragome from one fcene of dif-
fipation to another the nervelefs limbs that
hang with ftupid liftleflnefs, and rolling round
the vacant eye which planly tells us that
there 1s no mind at home,
I mean, therefore, to infer that the focicty
15 not properly orgamzed which does not
3 compel
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compel men and women to difcharge their
refpective duties, by making it the only way
to acquire that countenance from their fel-
low-creatures, which every human being
wifhes fome way to attamn, The refped,
confequently, which 15 pad to wealth and
mere perfonal charms; is a true north-eaft
blatt, that blights the tender blofloms of affec-
tion and virtue, Nature has wifely attached
affetions to duties, to {weeten toil, and to
oive that vigour to the exertions of reafon
which only the heart can give. But, the
affetion which is put on merely becaufe it is
the appropriated infigmia of a certain charaler,
when its duties are not fulfilled, 1s one of the
empty compliments which vice and folly are
obliged to pay to virtue and the real nature of
things.

To illuftrate my opinton, I need only ob-
{erve, that when a woman is admired for her
beauty, and {uffers herfelf to be fo far intoxi-
cated by the admiration fhe recewves, as to
neglet to difcharge the indifpenfable duty of
a mother, the fins aganft herfelf by negle-
ing to cultivate an affection that would equall y
tend to make her ufeful and happy, True
happinefs, I mean all the contentment, and

Y 2 virtuous
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virtuous fatisfa&tion, that can be fnatched in
this imperfect flate, muft arife from well
regulated affetions; and an aftettion jn-
cludes a duty. Men arc not aware of the
mifery they caufe, and the vicious weaknes
they cherith, by only mciting women to ren-
der themielves pleafing; they do not confider
that they thus make natural and artificial
duties clafh, by facrificing the comfort and
refpettability of a woman’s lifc to voluptu-
ous notions of beauty, when m nature they
all harmonize,

Cold would be the heart of a hufband, were
he not rendered unnatural by early de-
bauchery, who did not feel more delight at
fecing his child fuckled by its mother, than
the moft artful wanton tricks could ever
raife; yet this natural way of cementing the
matrimonial tie, and twifting efteem with
fonder recolicétions, wealth leads women to
fpurn.  To preferve their beauty, and wear
theflowery crownof the day, which gives them
a kind of right to reign for a fhort time over

the fex, they neglect to ftamp impreflions on
therr hufbands’ hearts, that would be remem-

bered with more tendernefs when the Thow
on the head began to chill the bofom, than

CVCIL
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even their virgin charms.  The maternal fo-
licitude of a reafonable aftetionate woman is
very interefting, and the chaftened dignity
with which a mother returns the careffes that
the and her child receive from a father who
has been fulfilling the ferious duties of his
ftation, 1s not only a refpectable, but a beau-
tiful fight.  So fingular, ndeed, are my feel-
s, and I have endeavoured not to catch
fadtitious ones, that after having been fatigued
with the fight of infipid grandeur and the
{lavith ceremonies that with cumberous pomp
{upplicd the place of domeftic affeCtions, I
have turned to fome other icene to relieve my
cye by refting it on the refrefhing green every
where feattered by nature, I have then
viewed with pleafare a woman nurfing her
children, and difcharging the duties of her
ftation with, perhaps, merely a fervant maid
to take off her bands the fervile part of the
houfehold bufinefs. 1 have feen her prepare
herfelf and children, with only the Juxury of
cleanlinefs, to reccive her hufband, who re-
turning weary home 1 the evening found
fmiling babes and a clean hearth, My heart
has loitered in the midft of the group, and
has even throbbed with fympathetic emotion,

Y 2 whei

h.l
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when the {craping of the well known foot
has raifed a pleafing tumult.

Whilft my benevolence has been gratified
by contemplating this artlefs piCure, I have
thought that a couple of this defcription,
equally neccflary and independent of each
other, becaufe each fulfilled the refpetive
duties of their ftation, poflefled all that life
could give—Raifed fufficiently above abjet
poverty not to be obliged to weish the con-
fequence of every farthing they fpend, and
having fufficient to prevent their attending ta
a frigid fyftem of ceconomy, which nar-
rews both heart and mind, 1 declare, o
vulgar arc my conceptions, that I know not
what 15 wanted to render this the happieft as
well as the moft refpeftable fituation in the
world, but a tafte for literature, to throw a
little variety and nterefl into {ocial converfe,
‘and fome fuperfluous money to give to the
needy and to buy books. For it 1s not plea-
fant when the heart is opened by compaffion
and the head adtive i arranging plans of ufe- -
fulnefs, to have a prim urchin continually
twitching back the elbow to prevent the
hand from drawing out an almoft empty
purfe, whifpering at the fame time fome

prudential
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prudential maxim about the prionty of
juftice,

Deftru&tive, however, as riches and inhe-
rited honours are to the human chara&er,
women arc more debafed and cramped, if
poflible, by them, than men, becaufe men
may {till, in fome degree, unfold their facul-
ties by becoming foldiers and ftatefmen,

As {oldiers, I grant, they can now only
oather, for the moft part, vain glorious lau-
rels, whillt they adjuft to a hair the Eu-
ropcan balance, taking efpecial care that no
bleak northern nook or {ound incline the
beam. But the days of true heroifm are
over, when a citizen fought for his country
likc a Fabricius or a Wathington, and then
returned to his farm to let his virtuous fer-
vour run in a more placid, but not a lefs
falutary, fiream.  No, our Britith heroes are
oftencr {ent from the gaming table than from
the plow; and their paffions have been rather
inflamed by hanging with dumb {ufpenfe on
the turn of a dic, than fublimated by panting
after the adventurous march of virtue in the
hiftoric page.

The ftatefman, it is true, might with more

propriety quit the Faro Bank, or card-table, to
Y 4 ouide
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suide the helm, for he has ftill but to fhuffle
and trick.  The whole {yftem of Britifh po-
litics, if {yftem 1t may courteoufly be called,
confifting in multiplying dependents and con-
triving taxes which grind the poor to pymper
the rich ; thus a war, or any wild goofe chace,
15, as the vulgar ufe the phrafe, a lucky turn-
up of patronaze for the mintfter, wholfe chicf
mertt 1s the art of keeping himfelf 1 place.
It 1s not neceffary then that he fhould have
bowels for the poor, {0 he can fecure for his
amily the odd trick.  Or fhould fome {hew
of refpedt, for what 1s termed with ignorant
oftentation an Englithman’s birth-right, be
expedient to bubble the gruft mafliff that he
has to lead by the nofe, he can make an empty
fhew, very fafely, by giving his fingle voice,
and fuffering his light {quadron to file off to
the other fide.  And when a queftion of hy.
manity 1s agitated he may dipa fop in the
milk of human kindnefs, to filence Cerberus,
and talk of the intereft which his heart takes
1n an attempt to make the carth no longer
cry for venseance as it fucks n its children’s
blood, though his cold hand may at the very
moment  rivet _their chains, by fanctioning

tllé
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the abominable traffick. A mimifter 15 no
lonzer a minifter, than whilz he can carry a
point, which he is determined to carry.—Yet
it 15 not nzceflary that a minifter thould feel
like a man, when a bold puth might {hake
hus feat,

But, to have done with thele epifodical
obfervations, let me return to the more fpe-
cious {lavery which chams the very foul of
woman, keeping her for ever under the bond-
age of 1gnorance,

Theprepofterous diftinctions of rank, which
render civilization a curle, by dividing the
world betwecn voluptuous tyrants, and cun-
ning envious dependents, corrupt, almoft
equally, every clafs of people, becaufe refpec-
tability is not attached to the difcharge of the
relative duties of life, but to the ftation, and
when the duties arc not fulfilled the affetions
cannot gun fufficient ftrength to fortify the
virtue of which they are the natural reward,
Still there are fome loop-holes out of which a

man may creep, and dare to think and a&
for himfelf; but for a woman 1t 1s an herculean

tatk, becaufe the has difficulties peculiar to her
fex to overcome, which require almoft fuper.
human powers,

A tl;U].y
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A truly benevolent legiflator always endca-
vours to make it the intereft of each mdivi-
dual to be virtuous; and thus private virtue
becoming the cement of public happinefs, an
orderly whole 15 confolidated by the tendency
of all the parts towards a common centre,
But, the private or public virtue of woman is
very problematical; for Roufleau, and a nu.
merous 1t of male wrters, it that {he
fhould all her life be fubjected to a fevere
reftramt, that of propriety. Why fubjel
her to propriety—blind propriety, if fhe be
capable of acting from a nobler {pring, if the
be an heir of immortality ? Is {ugar always to
be preduced by vital blood ! Is one half of the
human {pecies, like the poor African flaves,
to be {ubjet to prejudices that brutalize them,
when principles would be a furer guard, only
to fwecten the cup of man? Is not this indi-
rectly to deny woman reafon ¢ for a gift is a
mockery, 1f it be unfit for ule.

Women are, 1 common with men, ren-
dered weak and luxurious by the relaxing
pleafures which wealth procures; but added
to this they are made flaves to their perfons,
and muft render them alluring that man may

lend
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lend themn his reafon to guide their tottering
fteps aright, Or fhould they be ambitious,
they mult govern their tyrants by fimfter
tricks, for without nghts there cannot be

any incumbent duties, The laws refpecting
woman, which I mean to difcufs n a future
part, make an abfurd umit of a man and his
wifc; and then, by the ealy tranfiion of
only confidering him as refponfible, the is
reduced to a mere cypher.

The being who difcharges the duties of its
ftation is independent ; and, {peaking of wo-
men at laree, their frft duty is to themfelves
as rational creatures, and the next, i point
of importance, as citizens, 1s that, which
includes fo many, of amother. The rank
ife which difpenfes with ther fulfilling this
duty, neceflarily degrades them by making
them mere dolls. QOr, fhould they turn to
{omething more important than merely fitting .
drapery upon a fmooth block, their minds
are only occupied by fome {oft platonic at-
tachment ; or, the actual management of an
intrigue may keep their thoughts in motion
for when they negle®t domeltic duties, they
have it not 1 their power to take the field
and march and counter-march lke {oldiers,

or
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or wrangle in the {enate to keep their facul-
tics from rufting,

[ know that, as a proof of the mferiority of
the lex, Rouficau has exultingly exclaimed,
How can they leave the nurfery for the camp !
~And the camp has by fomz moralifls been
termed the {chool of the moft heroic virtues;
though, I think, 1t would puzzle a keen
cafuilt to prove the reafcnablenels of the
creater number of wars that have dubbed
heroes. I do not mean to confider this quef-

tion critically; becaufe, having frequently

viewed thefe freaks of ambition as the firlt
natural mode of civilization, when the ground
muft be torn up, and the woods cleared by
fire and fword, 1 do not choofe to call them
pelts; but furcly the prefent fyflem of war
has little conneétion with virtue of any deno-
mination, being rather the fchool of fisffe and
eifeminacy, than of fortitude.

Yer, if defenfive war, the only juftifiable
war, i the prefent advanced ftate of f{ociety,
where virtue can thew 1t3 face and ripen
amidft the nigours which purify the air on
the mountam’s top, were alone to be adopted
as jult and glorwous, the true herotfm of an-
tiquity might again animate femple bofoms.—

But
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But fair and {oftly, gentle reader, male or
female, do not alarm thyfelf, for though I
have compared the charalter of a modern
foldier with that of a civilized worhan, T am
not going to adviie them to turn their diftaff
mto a mutket, though I fincerely with to fec
the bayonet converted nto a pruning-hook,
I only recreated an imagination, fatigued by
contemplating the vices and follies which all
proceed from a feculent {tream of wealth that
has muddied the pure nlls of natural affe&ion,
by {uppofing that {ociety will fome time or
other be fo confhituted, that man muft necef-

Aardy fulfl the duties of a citizen, or be de-

{pifcd, and that winie he was employed in
any of the departments of cvil life, Ius wife,
alfo an aflve aitizen, fhould be equally m-
tent to manage her family, educate her chil-
dren, and afhift her naighbours,

Jut, to render her really virtuous and ufe-

ful, fhe muft not, 1f {he difcharce her cvil
duties, want, mdividually, the protection of
civil laws; (he muft not be dependent on her
hufband’s bounty for her {ubtiftence during

his life, or fupport after his death—for how

can a being be ¢eNerous who. has nothing of
its own? or, virtuous, who 1s not free?

The
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The wife, i the prefent ftate of things, wha
15 farthful to her hufband, and neither fuckles
- nor cducates her children; fcarcely deferves
the name of a wife, and has no right to that
of a citizen. But take away natural rights,
and duties become null,

Women then muft be confidered as only
the wanton folace of men, when they become
{o weak in mind and body, that they cannot ex-

ert themiclves, unlefs to purfue fome frothy
pleafure, or to invent fome frivolous fathion,
What can be a more melancholy fight to a
thinking mind, than to look into the nume-
rous carriages that drnive helter-{kelter about
this metropolis 1n a morning full of pale-faced
creatures who ate flyg from themfelves, I
have often wifhed, with Dr. John{on, to place
fome of them in a Lttle fhop with half a do-
zen children looking up to their languid coun-
tenances for {fupport. Iam much miftaken, if
{fome latent vigour would not foon give health
and {pirit to their eyes, and {fome lines drawn
by the exercife of reafon on the blank cheeks,
which before were only undulated by dimples,
might reftore loft dignity to the chara&er,
or rather enable it to attam the true dignity
of its mature, Virtue 15 not to be acquired

evel
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even by {peculation, much lefs by the nega.
tive fupinenefs that wealth naturally gene-
rates.

Befides, when poverty 15 more difgraceful
than even vice, 1s not morality cut to the

quick? Stillto avoid mifconftruction, though
I confider that women i the common walks
of life are called to fulfil the dutics of wives
and mothers, by religion and reafon, I cannot
help lamenting that women of a {uperiour caft

have not a road open by which they can pur-

fue more extenfive plans of ufefulnefs and
independence. I may cxcite laughter, by
dropping an hint, which 1 mean to purfue,
fome future time, for Ireally think that wo-

men ought to have reprefentatives, nftead of
L A L . . ‘ 'l
being arbitrarily governed without having any

direct fhare allowed them m the deliberations
of government.

But, as the whole {yflem of reprefentation
is now, in this country, only a convenient
handle for defpotifm, they need not complain,
for they arc as well reprefented asa numer-

ous clafs of hard working mechanics, who
pay for the fupport of royalty when they

can fcarcely ftop their children’s mouths with

bread. How are they reprefented whofe very
{weat
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fweat fupports the fplendid ftud of an heir
apparent, or varntthes the chariot of {ome fe-
male favouritc who looks down on fhame?
Taxes on the very neceftaries of life, enable
an endlefs tibe of idle princes aud Jprinccﬁés
to pals with ftupid pomp before a gapig
crowd, who almoft worfhip the very pa-
rade which cofts them fo dear.  This 15 mere
cothic grandeur, fomething like the barba-
rous ufelefls parade of havmg fentinels on
horfeback at Whitehall, which 1 could never
view without a misture of contempt and
Indignation.

How ftrangely muft the mind be fophifti-
cated when this fort of ftate nprefles it!
But, till thefe monuments of folly are levelled
by virtue, {imilar follies will leaven the whole
mals. For the fame charalter, in fome de-
aree, will prevail n the aggregate of focicty :
and the refinements of fuxury, or the vicious
repinings of envious poverty, will equally ba-
nifh virtue from fociety, confidered as the
chara@criftic of that {ocicty, or only allow it
to appear as one of the ftripes of the harle-
quin coat, worn by the cvilized man,

In the {uperiour ranks of life, cvery duty
15 done by deputies, as if duties could ever

be
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be waved, and the vain pleafures which con-
fequent idlenefs forces the rich to purfue, ap-
pear fo enticing to the next rank, that the
numerous {cramblers for wealth facrifice every
thing to tread on their heels. The moft
{acred trufts are then confidered as finecures,
becaufe they were procured by intereft, and
only fought to enable a man to keep good
company. Women, in particular, all want to
be ladies,  Which 15 fimply to have notliing
to do, but liftlefsly to go they fcarcely care
where, for they cannot tell what,

But what have women to do in fociety? I
may be afked, but to loiter with eafy grace;
furely you would not condemn them all to
fuckle fools and chronicle {mall beer!

No. Women might certainly ftudy the ait
of healing, and be phyficians as well as nurfes.
And midwifery, decency feems to allot to
them, though I am afraid the word mid-
wife, in our dictionaries, will {oon give place
to accouchenr, and one proof of the former
delicacy of the fex be effaced from the lan-
guage.

They might, alfo, ftudy politics, and {ettle
their benevolence on the broadeft bafis; for
!tthe reading of hiftory will fcarcely be more

7 ufeful
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ufeful than the perufal of romances, if read
as mere biography 5 if the charafter of the
times, the political improvements, arts, &c.
be not obferved. In fhort, if it be not con-
fidered as the hiftory of man; and not of par-
ticular men, who filled a niche in the tem-
ple of fame, and dropped into the black roll-
ing {tream of time, that filently {weeps all
before it, into the fhapelefs void called—eter-
nity.—For fhape, can it be called, ¢ that thape
¢ hath noune r’

- Bufinefs of various kwnds, they might like-
wife purfue, if they were educated in a more
orderly manner, which, might fave many
from common and legal proftitution. Wo-
men would not then marry for a {upport, as
men accept of places under covernment, and
neglet the -implied duties; nor would an
attempt to earn their own fubfiftence, a moft
Jaudable one! firk them almoft to the level
of thofe poor abandoned creatures who live

by proftitution. For are not mullihers and
mantua-makers reckoned the pext clafs? The:

few employments open to women, fo far
from being liberal, are menial; and when a
{uperiour education cnables them to take
charge of the education of children as gover-

| | nefles,
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neffes, they are not treated like the tutors of
fons, though even clerical tutors are not al-
ways treated in a manner calculated to ren-
der them refpeftable in the eyes of their
pupils, to fay nothing of the private comfort
of the individual. But as women educated
hike gentlewomen, are never defigned for the
humiliating fituation which neceffity fome-
times forces them to fill; thefe fituations are
confidered in the light of a degradation; and
they know little of tiie human heart, who
need to be told, that nothing fo ‘pain.
fully fharpens fenfibility as fuch a fall in
hfe. . |
Some of thefe women might be reftrained
from marrying by a proper {pirit or delicacy,
and others may not have had it in their power
to efcap'c in this pitiful way from fervitude;
is not that government then very defedtive,
and very unmindful of the happinefs of one
half of its members, that does not provide
for lionelt, mdependent women, by encou-
raging them to fill refpeable ftations? But
in order to render their private virtue a.public
benefit, they muft have a civil -exiftence 1n

the ftate, married or fingle; elfe we fhall
continually fee fome worthy woman, whofe

7 2 {enfibility
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{enfibility has been rendered painfully acute
by undeferved contempt, droop like © the lily

¢ broken down by a plow-fhare.’

It is a melancholy truth; yet fuch is the
blefed effect of civilization ! the moft refpect-
able women are the moft opprefled; and,
unlefs they have underftandings far {uperiour
to the common run of underftandings, taking
in.both fexés, they muft, from being treated
like contemptible beings, become contempt-
ible, How many women thus wafte life
away the prey of difcontent, who might have
practifed as phyficians, regulated a farm,
managed a thop, and ftood ere&, fupported
by their own mduftry, inftead of hanging
their heads furcharged with the dew of fenfi-
bility, that confumes the beauty to which it at
ftrlt gave luftre; nay, 1doubt whether pity
and love are {o near akin as poets feign, for
have feldom {een much compaffion excited by

the helplefine(s of females, unlefs they were

fair; then, perhaps, pity was the foft hand-
maid of love, or the harbinger of luft.

How much more refpetable is the woman
who earns her own bread by fulfiliing any

duty, than the moft accomplithed beauty !—
beauty did I fayi—fo fenfible am I of the

beauty of mora! lovehnefs, or the harmonious
propricty
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propriety that attunes the paffions of a well-
regulated mind, that Iblufh at making the
comparifon; yet I figh to think how few

women aim at attaining this refpectatility by
withdrawing from the giddy whirl of plea-
fure, or the indolent calm that ftupifies the
good fort of women 1t {ucks in.

Proud of their weaknefs, however, they
muft always be protetted, guarded from care,
and all the rough tois that dignify the
mind.—If this be the fiat 0. fate, if they will
make themfelves mfignificant and contempt-
ible, {weetly to wafte ¢ life away,’ let them
not expect to be valued when their beauty
fades, for it 15 the fate of the faireft flowers
to be admired and pulled to pieces by the

carclefs hand that plucked them. In how
many ways do I with, from the pureft bene-

volence, to imprefs this truth on my fex; yet
] fear that they will not liften to a truth that
dear bought experience has brought home to
many an agitated bofom, nor willingly refign
the privileges of rank and fex for the privi.
leges of humanity, to which thofe have no

claim who do not difcharge 1its duties.
Thofe writers are particularly ufeful, in
my opinion, who make man feel for man,
4 3 indes
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independent of the ftation he fills, or the
drapery of factitious {entiments. I then would
fain convince reafonable men of the import-
ance of {fome of my remarks; and prevail on
them to weigh difpaffionately the whole te-
nor of my obfervations.—I appeal to their un-
derftandings ; and, as a fellow-creature, claim,
1n the name of my {ex, fome intereft in their
hearts. [ entreat them to affift to emancipate
their companion, to make her a Jelp meet for
them |

Would men but generoufly fnap our chains,
and be content with rational fellowfhip in-
ftead of {lavifhy obedience, they would find us
gunorc abfervant daughters, more affeCtionate
fifters, more- faithful wives, more reafonable
mothers—1in a word, better citizens. We
fhoudd then love them with true affe@ion,
becaufe we thould learn to refpedt ourfelves ;
and the peace of mind of a worthy man would

not be interrupted by the idle vanity of his
wife, nor the babes {ent to neftle in a flrange

bofom, having never found a home in their
mother o

CHAP.
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CHAP X

PARENTAL AFFECTION.

P arent AL affetion s, perhaps, the blindeft
modification of perver{e {elf-love; for we
have not, like the French®, two terms to
diftinguith the purfuit of a natural and reafon-
able defire, from the ignorant clculations of
* weaknefs. Parents often love their children
in the moft brutal manner, and facrifice every
relative duty to promote their advancement m
the world.—To promote, {uch is the perverfity
of unprincipled prejudices, the future welfare of
the very beings whofe prefent exiflence they
imbitter by the moft defpotic ftretch of power.
Power, in fad, is ever true to its vital prin-
ciple, for in every {hape it would reign with-
out controul or inquiry. Its throne is built
~acrofs a dark abyfs, which no eye muft dare
to explore, left the bafelefs fabric thould totter
under inveftigation.  Obedience, uncondis

* L'amour propre.  L'amour de foi méme,

Z 4 tional
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tional obedience, is the catch-word of ty-
rants of every defcription, and to render
¢ aflurance -doubly fure,” one kind of def-
potifm {upports another. Tyrants would
have caufe to tremble if reafon were to be-
come the rule of duty 1 any of the relations
of life, for the Tight might {pread till perfect
day appeared. And when it did appear, how
would men {mile at the fight of the bugbears
at which they ftarted duning the night of ig-
norance, or the twilight of timid inquiry.
Parental affetion, indeed, in many minds,
13 but a pretext to tyrannize where it can be
done with impunity, for only good and wife
men are content with the refpect that will bear
difcuffion. Convinced that they have a right
to what they infift on, they do not fear rea-
fon, or dread the fifting of fubjects that recur
to natural juftice: becaufe they firmly be-
Lieve that the more enlightened the human
mind becomes the deeper root will jult and
fimple pr1nc1ples take.  They do not reft iy
expedients, or grant that what is rnetaphy-!
fically true can be pra&ically falfes but dif
daining the fhifts of the moment they calmly

wait till time, fanctioning innovation, filences
the hufs of felfifhnefs or envy,

If
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If the power of refleting on the paft, and
darting the keen eye of contemplation into
futurity, be the grand privilege of man, it
muft be granted that fome people enjoy this
prerogative 1n a very limited degree.  Every
thing new appears to them wrong; and not
able to diftinguith the poffible from the mon-

ftrous, they fear where no fear fhould find
place, running from the light of reafon, as if

it were a fircbrand ; yet the limits of the pof-
fible have never been defined to ftop the fturdy
innovator’s hand.

Worman, however, a {lave in every {ituation
to prejudice, feldom exerts enlightened mater-
nal affection; for the either neoleéts her chil-
dren, or {poils them by improper indulgence.

Befides, the affection of fome women for their
children 1s, as I have before termed it, fre-

quently very brutifh: for it eradicates every
fpark of humanity. Juftice, "truth, every
thing is facrificed by thefe Rebekah’s, and
for the fake of their owz children they violate
the moft fagred duties, forgetting the com-
mon relationthip that binds the whole family
on earth together, Yet, reafon {eems to fay,
that they who fuffer one duty, or affetion,
to {wallow up the reft, have not {ufficient

4 heért
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heart or mund to fulfil that one confcientioufly,
It then lofes the venerable afpect of a duty,
and aflumes the fantaftic form of a whim.

As the care of children 1 their infancy is
one of the orand duties annexed to the female
chara&er by nature, this duty would afford
many forcible arguments for firengthening
the female underftanding, if 1t were properly
canfidered. |

The formation of the mind muft bz begun
very carly, and the temper, i particular,
requires the moft judicious attention—an at-
tention which women cannot pay who only
love their children becaufe they are their chil-
dren, and feek no further for the founda-
tion of their duty, than i the feelings of the
moment. It 1s this want of reafon 1n their
affe@ions which makes women {o often run
into extremes, and either be the moft fond or
moft carelefs and unnatural mothers.

To be a good mother—a woman muft have
fenfe, and that independence of mind which

few .women poflels who are taught to depend
entirely on their hufbands. Meek wives are,

in general, foolith mothers; wanting their
children to love them beft, and take their
part, in fecret, agun{t the father, who is

held
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held up as a {carecrow. When chaftifement
is neceffary, though they have oftended the
mother, the father muft infli&t the punith-
ment; he muft be the judge 1n all' difputes:
but I fhall more fully difcufs this fubjec
when [ treat of private education, I now only
mean to infift, that unlefs the underftanding
of woman be enlarged, aud her charadter
rendered more firm, by being allowed to go-
vern her own condu@, fthe will never have
fufficient fenfe or command of temper to
manage her children properly. Her parental
affe&tion, indecd, fearcely deferves the name,
when it dacs not lead her to {uckle her chil-
dren, becaufe the difcharge of this duty is
equally calculated to infpire maternal and filial
affeCtion: and it 1s the indifpenfable duty of .
men and women to fulfil the duties which
oive birth to affections that are the fureft pre-
fervatives agunlt vice.  Natural affetion, as
it is termed, [ believe to be a very famt tie,
afreCtions muft grow out of the habitual exer-
cife of a mutual fympathy; and what fym-
pathy does a mother exercife who {ends her
babe to a nurfe, and only takes it from a nurfe
to fend it to a fchool?

; “ In
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In the exercife of their maternal feelings
providence has furnifhed women with a na-
tural fubfhitute for love, when the lover be-
comes only a friend, and mutual confidence
takes place of overftrained admiration—a child
then gently twifts the relaxing cord, and a
mutual care produces a new mutual {ympa-
thy.—But a child, though a pledge of affec- .
tion, will not enliven it, if both father and
mother be content to transfer the charge to
hirelings; for they who do their duty by
proxy fhould not murmur if they mifs the
reward of duty—parental affetion produces

filial duty,

CHAP,
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CHAP. XI.

DUTY TO PARENTS.

Tuzxs feems to be an indolent propenfity -
n man to make prefcription always take place
of reafon, and to place every duty on an
arbitrary foundation. The rights of kings
are deduced 1n a diret line from the King of
kings; and that of parents from our firft
parent.

Why do we thus go back for principles that
thould always reft on the fame bafe; and have
the fame weight to-day that they had a thou-
fand years ago-—and not a jot more? If pa-
rents difcharge their duty thev have a ftrong
hold and facred claim on the gratitude of their

children; but few parents are willing to re-
ceive the refpeful affetion of their offspring
on fuch terms, They demand blind obe-
dience, becaufe they do not ment a reafon-
able fervice: and to render thefe demands of
weaknefs and ignorance more binding, a

myfterious fandity is fpread round the moft
arbitrary
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arbitrary principle; for what other name can
be given to the blind duty of obeying vicious
or weak beings merely becaufe they obeyed
a powerful mftinét ?

The fimple definition of the reciprocal
duty, which naturally fubfifts between pa-
rent and child, may be given i a few words:
The parent who pays proper attention td
helplefs infancy has a right to require the fame
attention wheni the feeblenefs of age comes
upon him.  But to {ubjugate a rational being
to the mere will of another, after he is of
age to an{wer to fociety for his own conduét,
s 2 moft cruel and undue ftretch of power;
and, perhaps, as injurious to morality as thofe
religious {yftems which do not allow right
and wrong.to have any exiftence, but in the
Divine will,

I never knew a parent who had paid more
than common attention to his children, dif-
regarded #; on the contrary, the early habit
of relying almoft implicitly on the opinion of
a refpected parent is not eafily thook, even
when matured reafon convinces the child that
his father 15 not the wifeft man in the world.
This weaknefs, for a weaknefs it 1s, though

* Dr. Johnfon makes the fame obfervation.
the
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the epithet amiable may be tacked to it, a
reafonable man ‘muft fleel himfelf againt;
for the abfurd duty, too ‘often inculcated, of
obeying a parent only on account of his'bemng
a parent, fhackles the mind, and prepares 1t
for a flavith {ubmiffion to any power but
reafon.

I diftinguith between the natural and acci-
dental duty due to pareuts.

The parent who feduloufly endeavours to
form the heart and enlarge the underftanding
of his child, has given that dignity to the
difcharge of a duty, common to the whole
animal world, that only reafon can give.
This is the parental affetion of humanity,
and leaves inftinctive natural affection far be-
hind. Such a parent acquires all the rights
of the moft facred friendfhip, and his advice,
even when his child 15 advanced m life, de-
mands ferious confideration.

With refpet to marriage, though after
one and twenty a parent feems to have no
right to withhold his confent on any account;
yet twenty years of folicitude-cai for a re-
turn, and the fon ought, at leaft, to promife

not to marry for two or three years, fhould
the
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the object of his choice not entirely meet with
the approbation of his firft friend.

But, refpett for parents is, generally fpeak-
ing, amuch more debafing principle; it is
only a felfith refpect for property. The fa-
ther who 15 blindly obeyed, 1s obeyed from
fheer weaknels, or from motives that degrade
the human charatter.

A oreat proportion of the mifery that wan-
ders, in hideous forms, around the world, is
allowed to rife from the neglizence of pa-
rents; and fhill thefe are the people who
are moft tenacious of what they term a na-
tural right, though it be fubverfive of the
birth-right of man, the right of atting ac-
cording to the direction of his own rea-
fon. . |

I have already very frequently had occafion
to obferve, that vicious or indolent people are
always eager to profit by enforcing arbitrary
privileges; and, generally, in the fame pro-
portion as they negle&t the difcharge of the
duties which alone render the privileges rea-
{onable. - Thisis at the bottom a ditate of
common fenfe, or the inftint of felf-defence,

peculiar to ignorant weaknefs; refembling
that
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that inftiné, which makes a fith muddy the

water 1t {wims in to clude its enemy, inftead
of boldly facing it in the clear ftream.

From the clear ftream of argument, in-
deed, the fupporters of prefcriptian, of every
denomination, fly; and, taking refuge in the
darknefs, which, n the language of {ublime
poctry, has been {uppofed to furround the
throne of Omnipotence, they dare to demand
that implicit refpe@ which is only due to His
unfearchable ways, But, let me not be
thought prefumptuous, the darknefs which
hides our God from us, only refpeéts {pecu-
lative truths—it never obfcures moral ones,
they fhine clearly, for God is light, and
never, by the conftitution of our nature, re-
quires the dilcharge of a duty, the reafon-
ablenefs of which does not beam on us when
W€ Open our eyes, |

The ndolent parent of high rank may, it
15 true; extort a fhew of refpet from his
child, and females on the continent are parti-
cularly {ubjed to the views of their families,
who never think of confulting their inclina-
tion, or providing for the comfort of the poor
vitims of their pride. The confequence is
notorious; thefe dutiful daughters become

Aa adulterefles,
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adulterefles, and negle& the education of their
children, from whem they, 1 their turn,
exadt the fame kind of obedience.

Females, 1t 15 true, in ali countries, are
too mueh under the dominton of their pas
rents; and few parents think of addrefling
their children in the following manner, though
it is in this reafonable way that Heaven feems
to command the whole human race. 1t 1s
your intereft to obey me till you can judge
for yourfelf; and the Almighty Father of all
has implanted an affetion in me to ferve as
a guard to you whilit your reafon 1s unfold-
ing but when your mind arrives at maturity,
you muft only obey me, or rather refpett my
opinions, {o far as they coincide with the light
that 1s breaking in on your own mind.

A flavith bondage to parents cramps every
faculty of the mindy and Mr. Locke very
judicioufly obferves, that ¢ if the mind be
¢ curbed and humbled too much 1n children 5
¢ if their {pirits be abafed and broken much
¢ by teo ftrik an hand over them; they lofe
¢ all their vigour and 1nduftry,” This fin&
hand may i {fome degree account for the
weaknefs of women; for guls, from various
caufes, are more kept down by their parents,

1
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in every fenfe of the word, than boys, The
duty expected from them is, like all the du-
ties arbitrarily impofed on women; more from
a fenfe f propriety, more out of refpe for
decorum, than reafon; and thus taught {la-
vithly to fubmit to their parents, they are
prepared for the {lavery of marriage. I may
be told that a number of women, are not
flaves in the marriage ftate. True, but they
then become tyrants; for it 15 not rational
freedom, but a lawlefs kind of power refem-
bling the authority exercifed by the favourites
of abfolute monarchs, which they obtain by
debafing means. I do not, likewife, dream

of infinuating that either boys or girls ate al-
ways {laves, I only infift that when they are

obliged to fubmit to authority blindly, their
faculties are weakened, and their tempers
rendered imperious or abjet. Ialfo lament
that parents, indolently availing themfelves of
a fuppofed privilege; damp the firft faint glim-
mering of reafon, rendering at the fame time
the duty, which they are o anxious to en-
force, an empty riame} becaufe they will
not let it reft on the only bafis on which a
duty can reft fecurely: for unlefs it be
founded on kiiowledge, it cannot gain fuffi-

Aaaz clent
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cient ftrength to refit the fqualls of paf-
fion, or the filent fapping of felf-love. But
it is not'the parents who have given the
{ureft proof of their affetion for their chil-
dren, or, to {peak more properly, who by
fulfilling therr duty, have allowed a natural
parental afteCtion to take root i their hearts,
the child of exercifed {ympathy and reafon,
and not the over-weening offspring of {elfith
pride, who moft vehemently infit on their
children fubmittiag to their will merely be-
caufe it 1s their will.  On the contrary, the
parent, who fets a good example, patiently
lets that example work ; and it {eldom fails
to produce its natural effeét—flial reverence.

Children cannot be taught too early to
{ubmit to reafon, the true definition of that
neceflity, which Roufleau mfifted on, with-
out definng it; for to fubmit to reafon is to
{ubmit to the nature of things, and to that
God, who formed them fo, to promote our
real ntereft.

Why fhould the minds of children be

warped as they juft begin to expand, only to
favpur the ndolence of parents, who nfift
on a privilege without being willing to pay
the price fixed by nature? Ihave beforc had

~ occafion
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oceafion to obferve, that a right alwﬁys -
cludes a duty, and I think 1t may, likewife,
fairly be inferred, that they forfeit the right,
who do not fulfi] the duty.

It 15 eafier, 1 grant, to command than rea-
fon; but 1t does not follow from hence that
children cannot comprehend the reafon why
they are made to do certain things habi-
tually: for, from a fteady adherence to a
few fimple principles of condu& flows that
falutary power which a judicious parent gra-
dvally gamns over a child’s mind. And this
power becomes ftrong indeed, if tempered
by an even difplay of affeCtion brought home
to the child's heart. For, I believe, as a
gencral rule, it muft be allowed that the
affeGtion which we infpire always refembles
that we cultivate; fo that natural affe@ions,
which have been fuppofed almoft diftin&
from reafon, may be found more nearly con-
nelted with judgment than is commonly

allowed. Nay, as another proof of the necef-
fity of cultwating the female underftanding,
it 1s but jult to obferve, that the affeCtions
feem to have a kind of ammal capricioufnefs
when they merely refide n the heart,

Aag It
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It 15 the icregular exercife of parental aue
thority that firlt njures the mind, and ta
thefe irrezularities girls are more {ubject than
boys. The will of thofe who never allow
their will to be difputed, unlefs they happen
to be in a good humour, when they relax
proportionally, 1s almoft always unreafon-
able. To elude this arbitrary authonity guls
very early learn the Jeflons which they af-
terwards practife on their hufbands; for 1
have frequently feen a hittle fharp-faced mufs
rule a whole family, excepting that now and
then mamma’s apgry will burft out of fome
accidental cloud :—ejther her hair was ill
drefled*, or fhe had loft more money at cards,
the might before, than fhe was willing to
own to her hufband; or fome fuch moral
caufe of anger.

After obferving fallies of this kind, I have
been led into a melancholy train of reflection

* | mylelf heard a little girl once fay ta g fervant, ¢ My
¢ mamma has been fcolding, me finely this morning, becaufe
¢ her hair was not dreffed to pleafe her.’ Though this
remark was pert, it -was juft, And what refpect could
a girl acquire for fuch a parent without doing violence to
realon ?

4 refpecling



RIGHTS OF WOMAN, 359

refpecting females, concluding that when
their firft affection muft lead them aftray, or
make their duties clath till they reft on mere
whims and cuftoms, little can be gxpelted
from them as they advance in hfe, How
indeed can an inftru@or remedy this evil? for
to teach them virtue on any folid principle 18
to teach them to defpife their parents, Chil-
dren cannot, ought not, to be taught to make
allowance for the faults of their parents, be-
caufe every fuch allowance weakens the force
of reafon in their minds, and makes them
(il more indulgent to their own. It s one
of the moft fublime virtues of maturity that
. leads us to be fevere with refpett to ourfelves,
and forbearing to others; but children fhould
only be taught the fimple virtues, for if they
begin too early to make allowance for hu-

man peffions and manners, they wear off the
fine elge of the criterion by which they
thould regulate their own, and become un-

-~ juft in the fame proportion as they grow in-
dulgent.

The affe@ions of children, and weak peo-
ple, are always {clfith; they love their rela-
tives, becaufe they are beloved by them, and
not of dccount of their virtues,  Yet, till ef-

Ay ~ teem
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teem and love are blended together in the
firft affection, and reafon made the foundation
of the firft duty, morality will ftumble at the
threfhold. But, till {ociety is very differently
conftituted, parents, I fear, will ftill infift on
being obeyed, becaufe they will be obeyed,
and conftantly endeavour to {ettle that power
on a Divine night which will not bear the
inveftigation of reafon,
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CHAP. XIIL

ON NATIONAL EDUCATION,

THE o0od effedts refulting from attention to
private education will ever be very confined,

and the parent who really puts his own hand
to.the plow, will always, i fome degree,
be difappointed, till education becomes a grand
national concern. A man cannot retire into

a defert with his child, and 1f he did he could
not bring himfelf back to childhood, and be-
come the proper friend and play-fellow of an
infant or youth. And when children are
confined to the fociety of men and women,
they very foon acquire that kind of premature
manhood which ftops the growth of every
vigorous power of mind or body. In order
to open thetr faculties they {hould be excited
to think for themfelves ; and this can only be
done by mixing a number of children together,

and making them jointly purfue the fame
objects,
A child



36z VINDICATION OF THE

A cluld very foon contracts a benumbing
indolence of mind, which he has {eldom {uf-
ficient vigour afterwards to fhake off, when
he only afks a queftion nftead of fecking for
information, and then relies implicitly on the
anfwer he receives,  With his equals in age
this could never be the cafe, and the fubje@s
of 1nquiry, though they might be influenced,
would not be entirely under the direftion of
men, Who frequently damp, if not deftroy,
abilities, by bringing them forward too haf-
tily: and too haftily they will fallibly be
broucht forward, if the child be confined to
the fociety of 3 man, however fagacious that
man may be, | |

Sefides, 1 youth the {eeds of every affecs
tion fhould be fown, and the refpeiful re-
gard, which 1s felt for a parent, is very dif-
ferent from the focial affeftions that are to
conftitute the happinefs of life as it advances.
Of thefe equality is the bafis, and an mters
courfe of fentiments unclogged by that cb.
fervant ferioufnefs which prevents difputa-
tion, though it may not iforce {fubmiffion,
Let a child have ever fuch an affeétion for his
parent, he will always languifh to play and

prattle with children; and the very refpe&t
he
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he feels, for filial efteem always has a dath
of fear mixed with 1t, will, 1if it do not teach
him cunning, at leaft prevent him from
pouring out the little {ecrets which firft
open the heart to friendfhip and confidence,
oradually leading to more expanfive bene-
volence. Added to this, he will never ace
quire that frank mgenuoufnefs of behaviour,
which young people can only attain by being
frequently i {ociety where they dare to, fpeak
what they thk; neither afraid of being re-
proved for their prefumption, nor laughed at
for their folly.

Forcibly imprefled by the refleCtions which
the fight of {chools, as they are at prefent
condu&cd naturally fuggefted, 1 have for-
merly delivered my opinion rather warmly in

favour of a private education: but further ex-
P
perience has led me to view the {ubject in a

different light, I {till, however, think {chools,
as they are now regulated, the hot-beds of
vice and folly, and the knowledge of human

nature, {uppofed to be attaned thexe, mcrely
cunning {elfithnefs.

At {chool boys become gluttons and {lovens,
and, inftead of cultivating domeftic affeions,

very early ruth into the libertinifm which
deftroys
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deftroys the conftitution before it 1s formed;
hardening the heart as it weakens the under-
ftanding. o

I fhould, m fa&, be averfe to boarding-
fchools, if 1t were for noother reafon than the
unfettled flate of mind which the expec-

tation of the vacations produce. On thefe
the children’s thoughts aie fixed with eager

anticipating hopes, for, at leaft, to {peak with
moderation, half of the time, and when they
arrive they are {pent in total diffipation and
beaftly indulgence.

But, on the contrary, when they are
brought up at home, though they may pur-
fue a plan of ftudy n a more orderly manner
than can be adopted when near a fourth part
of the year is actually fpent in idlenefs, and
as much more m regret and anticipation; yet
they there acquire too high an opinion of
their own importance, from bemng allowed to
tyrannize over {ervants, and from the anxicty

exprefled by moft mothers, on the fcore of
manners, who, cager to teach the accom-
plithments of a gentleman, ftifie, 1 their
birth, the virtues of a man. Thus brought
into._ company when they ought to be feri-
oufly employed, and treated like men when

they
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they are fill boys, they become vain and
efferninate.

The only way to avod two extremes
equally mjurious to morality, would be to
contrive fome way of combning a public and
private education. Thus to make men citi
zens two natural feps might be taken, which
feem direcly to lead to the defired point; for
the domeftic affettions, that firft open the
heart to the various modifications of huma-

nity, would be cultivated, whilft the children
were neverthelefs allowed to fpend great part

of their time, on terms of equality, with other
children.

I ftill recollec, with pleafure, the country
day fchool; where a boy trudged in the
morning, wet or dry, carrying his Dbooks,
and his dinner, if it were at a confiderable
diftance; a fervant did not then lead mafter
by the hand, for, when he had once put on
coat and breeches, he was allowed to fhift
for himfelf, and‘ return alone 1n the evening
to recount the feats of the day clofe at the
parental knce. His father’s houfe was his
home, and was ever after fondly remems-
bered; nav, I appeal to many {fuperiour men,
who were educated in this manner, whether

the
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the recollection of fome fhady lane where

they couned their leflon; or, of fome ftile,
where they fat making a kite, or mending 4
bat, has not endeared their country to them ?

But, what boy ever recolletted with plea-
fure the years he {pent n clofe confinement,
at an academy near London? unlefs, indeed,
he fhould, by chance, remember the poor
{care-crow of an ufher; whom he tormented ;
or, the tartman, from whom he caught 4
cake, to devour it with a cattith appetite of
felfithnefs. At boarding-fchools of every de-
fcription, the relaxation of the junior boys is
mifchief: and of the fenior; vice, Befides,
in great fchools, what can be more prejudicial
to the moral charalter than the fyftem of
tyranny and abject {lavery which is eftablithed
amongt the boys, to fay nothing of the {la-
yery to forms, which makes religion worfe
than a farce? For what good can be expected
from the youth who receives the facrament
of the Lord’s {upper, to avoud forfeiting half
a guinea, which he probably afterwards {pends
in fome fenfual manner? Half the employ- -

ment of the youths is to elude the neceffity
of attending public worthip; and well they
tay, for fuch a conftant repetition of the

fame
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fame thing muft be a very rkfome reftraint
on their natural vivacity. As thefe ceremo-
nies have the moft fatal effec on their mo-
rals, and as a ritual performed by the lips,
when the heart and mind are far away, 13

not now ftored up by our church as a bank
to draw on for the fees of the poor {ouls

in purgatory, why fhould they not be abos
lithed ?

But the fear of innovation, in this country,
extends to every thing.—This 15 only a covert
fear, the apprehenfive timidity of indolent
flugs, who guard, by {liming 1t over, the
fnug place, which they confider n the light
of an hereditary eftate; and eat, drink, and
enjoy themfelves, inftead of fulfilling the
duties, excepting a few empty forms, for
which 1t was endowed. Thefe: are the
people who moft ftrenuonfly infit on the
will of the founder being obferved, crying
out aganft all reformation, as if 1t were a
violation ‘of juftice. Iam now alluding par-
ticularly to the relicks of popery retained in
our colleges, when the proteftant members
feem to be jfuch fticklers for the eftablithed
charch; but their zeal never makes them
lofe fight of the {poil of ignorance, which

rapacious
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rapacious priefts of {uperftitious memory have
{craped together. No, wife in their genera-
tion, they vencrate the prefcriptive right of
pofleflion, as a ftrong hold; and flill let the
{luggifh bell tinkle to prayers, as during the
days when the elevation of the hoft was fup-
pofed to atone for the fins of the people, left

one reformation fhould lead to another, and
the {pirit kill the letter. Thefe Romifh cul-

toms have the moft baneful effet on the
morals of our cleray; for the idle vermiu
who two or three times a day perform in the
moft flovenly manuer 4 fervice which they
think ufelefs, but call their duty, foon
lofe a fenfe of duty. At college, forced to
attend or evade public worfhip, they acquire
an habitual contempt for the very fervice, the
performance of which is to enable them to
live in idlenefs. It 15 mumbled over as an
affair of bufinefs, as a ftupid boy repeats his
tak, and frequently the college cant efcapes
from the preacher the moment after he has
left the pulpit, and even whilft he is eating
the dinner which he earned in fuch a dif
honeft manner. \

Nothing, indeed, con be more irreverent

thdn the cathedral fervice as it is now per-
formed
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formed in this country, neither does it con- -
tain a fet of weaker men than thofe who are
the flaves of this childith routine. A difeuft-
ino fkeleton of the former {tate s {ll exhibit-
ed; but all the folemnty that interefted the
imagination, if 1t did not purify the heart, 1s
ftripped oft. The performance of high mafs
o the continent muft imprefs every mmd,
where a fpark of fancy glows, with that
awful melancholy, that fublime tendernefs,
{o near akin to devotion, Ido not fay that
thefe devotional feclings are of more *ufc, 1n
a moral fenfe, than any other .emotion of
taite; but Icontend that the theatrical pomp
which gratifies our {enfes, 15 tobe preferred to
the cold parade that infults the underftanding
without reaching the heart.

Amongft remarks on national education,
fuch obfervations cannot be mifplaced, efpe-
cially as the fupporters of thefe eftablifh-

ments, degencrated into puerlities, affect to
be the champions of religion.—Religion, pure

fource of comfort 1 this vale of tears! how
has thy clear ftream been muddied by the

dabblers, who have prefumptuoufly endea-
voured to confine m one narrow channel,

the living waters that ever flow towards God

B b —the
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—the fublime ocean of exiftence! - What
would life be without that peace which the
love of God, when built on humanity, alone
can 1mpart?! Every earthly affetion turns
back, at intervals, to prey upon the heart
that feeds it; and the pureft effufions of be-
nevolence, often rudely damped by man, muft
mount as a free-will offering to Him who
gave them birth, whofe bright image they
fantly reflect.

In public {chools, however, religion, con-
founded with irkfome ceremonies and unrea-
fonable reftraints, aflumes the moft ungra-
cious afpect: not the fober auftere one that
commands refpect whilft it infpires fear; but
a Judicrous caft, that {erves to point a pun.
For, m fatt, moft of the good ftories and
fmart things which enliven the {pirits that
have been concentrated at whift, are manu-
fattured out of the mcidents to which the
very men labour to give 2 droll turn who
countenance the abufe to live on the {poil,

There 15 not, perhaps, m the kingdom, a
more dogmatical, or luxurious fet of men,

than the .pedantic tyrants who refide in cole
leges and prefide at public {chools. The
vacations are equally mjurions to. the mo-

rals
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tals of the mafters and pupils, and the inter-
courfe, which the former keep up with the
nobility, introduces the fame vanity and ex-
travagance into their families, which banith
domeftic duties and comforts from the lordly
manfion, whole ftate is awkwardly aped.
The boys, wholive at a great expence with’
the mafters and affiftants, are never domef-
ticated, though placed there for that pur-
pofe; for, after a filent dinner, they {wallow
a hatty glafs of wine, and retire to plan fome
mifchievous trick, or to ridicule the perfon
or manners of the very people they have
juft been cringing to, and whom they ought
to confider as the reprefentatives of their pa-
rents.

Can it then be a matter of {urpnfe that
boys become felfith and vicious who are thus
thut out from {ocial converfe? or that a mitre
often graces the brow of one of thefe diligent
paftors ! |

The defire of living in the fame ftyle, as
the rank juft above them, infets each indi
vidual and every clafs of people, and mean-
nefs 15 the concomitant of this ignoble ambi-
tion; but thofe prefeffions are moft debafing
whofe ladder is patronage; yet, out of one

of thefe profeffions the tutors of youth are,
Bbz 1
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in ceneral, chofen. But, can they be ex-
pected to mfpire independent fentiments,
whofe condut muft be regulated by the cau-
tious prudence that is ever on the watch for
preferment ?

So far, however, from thinking of the
morals of boys, I have heard {everal mafters
of {chools argue, that they only undertook to
teach Latm and Greek; and that they had
fulfilled their duty, by fending {fome good
{cholars to coilege.

A few good fcholars, I grant, may havc
been formed by emulation and difcipline;
but, to bring forward thefe clever boys, the
health and morals of a number have been
facrificed. The fons of our gentry and weals
thy commoners are moftly educated at thefe
feminaries, and will any one pretend to af-

fert that the majonity, making every allow-
ance, come under the defcription of tolerable

{cholars?
It s not for the benefit of fociety that 2

few brilliant men fhould be brought for-
ward at the expence of the multitude, It is
true, that great men feem to ftart up, as
great revolutions occur, at proper intervals,
to reftore order, and to blow afide the clonds

that
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that thicken over the face of truths but let
more reafon and virtue prevail in fociety, and
thefe ftrong winds would not be neceflary.
Public education, of every denomination,
fhould be dirc&ted to form citizens; but if
you with to make good citizens, you muft
firlt exercile the affetions of a fon and a
brother. This is the only way to expand the
heart; for public affetions, as well as public
virtues, muft ever grow out of the private
charater, or they are merely meteors that
fhoot athwart a dark fky, and difappear as they
are gazed at and admired.

Few, I believe, have had much affe&ion
for mankind, who did not firft love their pa-
rents, their brothers, filters, and even the do-
meftic brutes, whom they firft played with,
The exercifc of youthful {fympathies forms the
moral temperature; and 1t 15 the recollettion
of thefe firft affections and purfuits that gives
life to thofe that are afterwards more under
the direétion of reafon. In youth, the fondeft
friendfhips are formed, the genial juices
mounting at the fame time, kindly mix; or,
rather the heart, tempered for the reception
of friendfhip, 1s accultomed to feek for plea-

fure in fomething more noble than the churlith
gratification of appetite.

Bb s I
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In order then to infpirc a love of home
and domeftic pleafures, children ought to be
educated at home, for riotous holidays only
make them fond of home for their own fakes.
Yet, the vacations, which do not fofter
domeftic affections, continually difturb the
courfe of ftudy, and render any plan of im-
provement abortive which 1ncludes temper-
ance ; fhill, were theyabolifhed, children would
be entirely feparated from their parents, and
1 quettion wacther they would become better
citizens Dy facrificing the preparatory affec-
tions, by deltroying the force of relationthips
that render the marriage ftate as neceflary as
refpeftable.  But, if a private education pro-
duce {clf-importance, or mfulate a man
his family, the evil 15 only {hifted, not rc-
medied.

This train of reafoning brings me back to
a fubjec, on which I mean to dwell, the ne-
ceflity of eftabhifhing proper day-fchools,

But, thele fhould be national eftablith-
ments, for whilft {chool-maflers arc depen-
dent on the caprice of parents, little exertion
can be expelled from them, more than 1s
neceflary to pleafe 1gnorant people. Indeed,
the neceffity of a mafter’s giving the parents
fome fample of the boys abilities, which dur-

1 o
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ing the vacation is fthewn to every vifitor ¥,
15 productive of more mifchief than .would at
firft be fuppofed. For it s feldom done en-
tirely, to fpeak with moderation, by the
child itfelf; thus the mafter countenances
falfehood, or winds the poor machine wp to
fome extraordinary exertion, that injures the
wheels, and ftops the progrefs of gradual im-
provement, 'The memory is loaded with un-
intelligible words, to make a fhew of, with-
out the underftanding’s acquiring any diftin&
ideas: but only that education deferves empha-
tically to be termed cultivation of mind, which
teaches young people how to begin to think,
The imagination fhould not be allowed to
debauch the underftanding before it gained
ftrength, or vamty will become the forerup-
ner of vice: for every way of exhibiting the
acquirements of 3 child 1s injurious to its ma-
ral charadter,

How much time is loft in teaching them
to recite what they do not underftand ! whilft,

{eated on benches, all in their beft array,
the mammas liften with aftonifhment to the

* [ now particularly allude to the numerous academies
in and about London, and to tlie behaviour of the trading
part of this great city,
| Bbg parrot-
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parrot-like prattle, uttercd in folemn cadences,
with all the pomp of 1znorance and foily. Such
exhibitions only ferve to firike the fpreading
fibres of vanity through the whole mind; for
they ncither teach children to fpeak fluently,
nor behave gracefully, Sofarfromt, that thefe
{rivolons puriuits might comprehenfively be
termed the ftudy of affetation; for we now

rarely fee a fimple, bafbiul boy, thouch few
people of tafte werc ever difgufted by that

awkward fheepithnefs fo natural to the age,

which fchools and an early introduction into
fociety, have changed into mpudence and
api(h grimace.

Yet, how can thefe things be remedied
whilt {chool-mafters depend entirely on pa-
rents for a {ubfiltence; and, when {o many
rival {chools hang out their lures, to catch
the attention of vam fathers and mothers,
whofe parental affetion only leads them to
with that their children fhould cutfhine thofe
of their neighbours ? |

Without great good luck, a fenfible, con-
{cientious man, would ftarve before he could
rife a {choeol, if he difdained to bubble weak

parents by prachfing the fecret tricks of the
craft.

In
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In the beft regulated {chools, however,
where {warms are not crammed together,
many bad habits muft be acquired; but, at
common icho:ls, the body, heart, and un-
derftanding, are equally ftunted, for parents
arc often only n quett of the cheapeft {chool,
arid the mafter could not hve, 1f he.did not
take a much greater number than he could
manage himfelf; nor will the fcanty pittance,
allowed for each child, permut him to hire
uthers fufficient to aflilt 1 the dicharge of
the mechanical part of the bufinefs,  Befides,
whatever appearance the houle and garden
may make, the children do not enjoy the com-
fort of either, for they are continually reminded
by irkfome reftrictions that they are not at
home, and the ftate-rooms, garden, &c. muftbe
kept in order for the recreation of the parents;
who, of a Sunday, wvifit the {chool, and are
impreffed by the very parade that renders the
fituation of their children uncomfortable.

With what difguft have I heard fenfible,
women, for guls are more reftrained and
cowed than boys, {peak of the wearifome
confinement, which they endured ‘at {chool.-
Not allowed, perhaps, to ftep out of one
broad walk in a {uperb garden, and obliged to

pace with fteady deportment ftupidly back-
| wards
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wards and forwards, holding up their heads

and turning out their toes, with fhoulders
braced back, inftead of bounding, as nature

direts to complete her own defign, m the
various attitudes fo conductve to health *.
The pure animal fpirits, which make both

mind and body fhoot out, and unfold the
tender blofloms of hope, are turacd {our, and

vented in vamn withes or pert repmings, that
contract the faculties and fpoil the temper;
elfe they mount to the bramn, and fharpening
the underftanding before 1t gains proportionable
ﬁrcngth, Produce that Pitiful cunning which

% 1 remember a circumftance that once came under my
own obfervatiop, and raifed my indignation. I went to
vifit a little boy ata fchool where young children were pre-
pared for-a larger one. 'The mafter took me into the
fchool-room, &c. but whilft I watked down a broad gravel
walk, | could not help obferving that the grafs grew very
luxuriantly on cach fide of me, | immediately afked the
child fome queftions, and found that the poor boys were
not allowed to ftir off the watk, and that the mafter fome-
times permitted fheep to be turned in to crop the untrodden
grafs. 'The tyrant of this domain ufed to fit by 2 window
that overlooked the prifen yard, and one nook turning from
it, where the unforturiate babes could fport freely, he en-
clofed, and planted it with potatoes. The wife likewife
was equally anxious to keep the children in order, left they

fhould dirty or tear their clothes.
difgrace-



RIGHTS OF WOMAN. 376

difgracefully chara&erizes the female mind—
and I fear will ever charadterize it whilft wo-
men remain the {laves of power!

The little refpect paid to chaftity in the
male world is, 1 am perfuaded, the grand
fource of many of the phyfical and moral
evils that torment mankind, as well as of the
vices and follies that degrade and deftroy wo-
men; yet at dchool, boys infallibly lofe that
decent bafhfulnefs, which might have ripened
into modefty, at home.

- And what nafty indecent tricks do they not
al{o learn from each other, when a number of
them pig together m the fame bedchamber,
not to {pcak of the vices, which render the
body weak, whillt they effectually prevent
the acquifition of any delicacy of mind,
The little attention paid to the cultivation of
modefty, amongft men, produces oreat de-
pravity in all the relationthips of fociety ; for,
not only love—love that ought to purify the
heart, and firft call forth all the yvouthful
powers, to prepare the man to diféharge the
benevolent duties of Iife, is facrificed to pre-
mature Juft: but, all the {ocial affeGtions are
deadencd by the feliith gratifications, which
very carly pollute the mind, and dry up the

generoug
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generous juices of the heart. Tn what an
unnatural manner 1s innocence often violated ;
and what ferious confcquences enfue to ren-

der private vices a public peft. Befides, an
habit of perfonal order, which has more ef-
fe& on the moral charader, than s, in ge-
neral, {uppolcd, can only be acquired at home,
where that refpeftable referve is kept up
which checks the familiarity, that (inking
into beaftlinefs, undermines the affeion it
infults.

[ have alrcady animadverted on the bad ha-
bits which females acquire when they arc
fhut up together; and, I think, that the
obfervation may fairly be extended to the
other fex, till the natural inference is drawn
which I have had i view throuchout—that
to improve both {exes they ought, not only
m private families, but in public {chools, to
be educated together. If marriage be the
cement of fociety, mankind fhould all be
educated after the fame model, or the inter-

courfe of the fexes will never deferve the
name of fellowfhip, nor will women ever
fulfil the peculiar duties of their fex, till they
become enlightened citizens, till they be-

come free by being enabled to earn their own
fubfiftence,



RIGHTS OF WOMAN. 381

fubliftence, independent of men; i1 the fame
manner, I mean, to prevent mifconftruc-
tion, as one man 1s independent of another.
Nay, marriage will never be held facred till
women, by being brought up with men, are
prepared to be their companions rather than
thar miftrefles: for the mean doublings of
cunming will ever render them contempt-
ible, whilft oppreflion renders them timid.
So convinced am I of this truth, that T will
venture to precit that virtue will never pre-
vail n {ociety till the virtues of both {exes
are founded on rcafon; and, till the affec-
tions common to both are allowed to cain
their due ftrength by the difcharge of mu-
tual duties.

Were boys and girls permitted to purfue
the fame ftudies together, thofe graceful de-
cenctes might early be nculeated which pro-
duce modefty without thofe fexual diftine-
tions that taint the mmd. Leffons of po-
litenefs, and that formulary of decorum,
which treads on the heels of falfehood, would
be rendered ufclefs by habitual propriety of
behaviour. Not, indeed, put on for vifitors
like the courtly robe of politenefs, but the
{ober effe& of cleanlinels of mind, Would

ot
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not this fimple elegance of fincerity be a
chafte homage paid to domeftic affections,
far furpafling the meretricious compliments
that fhine with falfe luftre 1n the heartlefs
intercourfe of fafhionable life? But, till more
underftanding preponderates m {ociety, there
will ever be a want of heart and tafte, and
the harlot’s rouge will fupply the place
of that celeftial {uffufion which only virtu-
ous affe&tions can gwve to the face. Gallan-
try, and what 15 called love, may fubfift with-
out fimplicity of charater; but the mawm pil-
fars of friendfhip, are refpedt and confidence—
efteen 15 never founded on it cannot tell

what !

A tafte for the fine arts requires great culti-
vation; but not more than a tafte for the virtu-
ous affetions; and both fuppofe that enlarge-
ment of mind which opens fo many fources
of mental pleafure. Why do people hurry
to noify {cenes, and crowded circles? I
fhould an{wer, becaufe they want attivity of
mind, becaufe they have not cherithed the
virtues of the heart. They only, therefore,
fee and feel in the grofs, and continually pine
after variety, finding every thing that is fimple
infipid.

This
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This argument may be carried further
than philofophers are aware of, for if nature
deftined woman, in particular, for the dif-
charge of domeftic duties, the made her fuf-
ceptible of the attached affeCtions in a great
degree. Now women are notorioufly fond
of pleafure; and, naturally muft be fo ac-
cording to my defimtion, becaufe they can-
not enter into the minutie of domeftic tafte;
lacking judement, the foundation of all tafte.
For the underftanding, in {pite of fenfual ca-
villers, referves to itfelf the privilege of con-
veying pure joy to the heart.

With what a langwid yawn have I {een
an admirable poem thrown down, that a
man of true tafte returns to, again and again
with rapture; and, whilft melody has almoft
fufpended refpiration, a lady has afked me
where I bought my gown, I have feen alfo
an eye glanced coldly over a moft exquifite
picture, reft, fparkling with pleafure, on a
caricature rudely fketched; and whilft fome
terrific feature 1n nature has {pread a fublime
fhillnefs through my foul, I have been defired
to obferve the pretty tricks of a lap-dog, that
my perverle fate forced me to travel with..
Is it furprifing that {uch a taftelefs being

4 {hould
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fhould rather carefs this dog than her chil-
dren? Or, that fhe fhould prefer the rant of

flattery to the iimple accents of fincerity ¢
To lluftrate this remark I muft be allowed

to obferve, that men of the firft genivs, and
moft cultivated minds, have appcared to have
the higheft relith for the {imple beautics of
nature; and they muft have forcibly felt, what
they have fo well defcribed, the charm which

natural affetions, and unfophifticated feel-
ings {pread round the human charaler. 1t
is this power of looking to the heart, and
rcfponﬁvcly vibrating with each emotion,
that enables the poet to perfonify each pai-
fion, and the panter to fketch witha pencil

of fire.

True tafte 1s ever the work of the under-
flanding employed in obferving ‘natural ef-
fe@s: and till women have more underftand-
ing, it is vain to expedt them to poflefs do-
meftic tafte. Their lively fenfes will ever
be at work to harden their hearts, and the
emotions {truck out of them will continue to
be vivid and tranfitory, unlefs a proper edu-
cation ftore thew mind with knowledge,

It 15 the want of domeftic tafte, and not

the acquirement of knowledge, that takes
WOIMCH
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women out of their families, and tears the
{miling babe: from the breaft that ought to
afford it nourithment. Women have been
allowed to remain in ignorance, and flavith
dependence, many, very many years, and
{till we hear of nothmg but their fondnefs of
pleafure and {way, their preference of rakes
and foldiers, their childifh attachment to toys,
and the vamity that makes them value ac-
complifhments more than virtues.

Hiftory brings forward a fearful catalogue
of the crimes which their cunning has pro-
duced, when the weak {laves have had {uf-
fictent addrefs to over-rcach their mafters, In
France, and in how many other countries,
have men been the luxurious defpots, and
women the crafty mmifterst—Does this

prove that 1gnorance and dependence domef-
ticate them? Is not their folly the by-word

of the libertines, who relax i their fociety;
and do not men of fenfe continuvally lament
that an immoderate fondnefs for drefs and
diffipation carries the mother of a family for
ever from home! 'Their hearts have not
Leen debauched by knowledge, or their
minds led aftray by {cientific purfuits; yet,
they do not fulfil the peculiar duties which

Cc 33
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as women they are called upon by nature to
fulfl,  On the contrary, the ftate of warfare
which fubfifts between the fexes, makes them
employ thofe wiles, that often fruftrate the
more open defigns of force.

When, therefore, I call women {laves, I

mean 1 a political and civil fenfc; for, mdi-
rectly they obtam too much power, and are
debafed by therr exertions to obtamy illicit
fway.
- Let an enlightened nation * then try what
effe&t reafon would have to bring them back
to naturc, and their duty; and allowing them
to fhare the advantages of education and go-
vernment with man, fee whether they will
become better, as they srow wifer and be-
come frece. They cannot be mjured by the
experiment ; for it 1s not 1 the power of man
to render them more mbgnificant than they
are at prefent.

To render this pratticable, day {fchools,
for particular ages, thould be eftablithed by

government, 1 which boys and girls mught
be educated together. The fchool for the
younger cluldren, from five to nine years of

* Trance.
age,
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2ge, ought to be abfolutely free. and open - to
all clafles *. A {ufficient number of mafters
fhould alfo be chofen by a felet committee,
in each parith, to whom any- complaint of
neoligence, &c. might be made, if figned by
1y of the children’s parents, >

Uthers would then be unneceffary ; for I
believe experience will ever prove that this
kind of fubordinate authority 1s particularly
injurious tc the morals of youth, What,
indeed, can tend to deprave the charatter
more than outward {ubmiffion and mward
contempt? Yet how can boys be expected
to treat an uther with refpedt, when the
mafter feems to confider him in the light of a
fervant, and almoft to countenance the ridi-
cule which becomes the chief amufement of
the boys during the play hours?

But nothing of this kind could occur in
an elementary day-ichool, where boys and
cirls, the rich and poor, fhould meet toge-
ther. And to prevent any of the diftinions

of vanity, they fhould be drefled alike, and
all obhged to fubmit to the fame difcipline,

* Treating this part of the fubjedt, T have borrowed
fome hints from a very fenfible pamphlet, written by the
late bifhop of Autun on Public Education.

Cc¢c2 of

i
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_or leave the fchool. The fchool-room ought
fo be {urrounded by a large piece of ground,
iy which the children might be ufefully ex-
ercifed, for at this age they fhould not be
confined to any fedentary employment for
more than an hour at a time. But thefe re-

faxations might all be rendered a part of cle-
mentary cducation, for many things improve
and amufe the fenfes, when mntroduced as a
kind of thow, to the principles of which,
dryly laid down, children would tumn a
deaf ear. For inflance, botany, mechanics,
and aftronomy. Reading, writing, arithme-
tic, natural hiftory, and fome fimple expe-
siments 1o natural philofophy, might fill up
the day; but thefe purfuits fhould never
encroach or gymumftic plays 1n the open air:
The elements of religion, hiftory, the hif
tory of man, and politics, might alfo be
tauehit by converfations, my the focratic

form. |
After the age of nine, curls and boys, in-
tended for domeftic employments, or mecha-
nical trades, ought to be removed to othet
{chools, and receive inftruction, in fome mea-
fureappropriated to the deftination of each indi-
yidual, the two fexes being fill together in the
' morning ;
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morning; but in the afternoon, the girls
fhould attend a fchool, where plam-work,
mantua-making, millinery, &c. would be
their employment. |

The young people of fuperior abilities, or
fortune, might now be taught, in another
{chool, the dead and living languages, the
elements of {cience, and continue the ftudy of
hiftory and politics, on 2 more extenfive fcale,
which would not exclude polite hterature,

Girls and boys {hill together? 1 hear fome
readers afk: yes. And I thould not fear any
other confequence than that fome early at-
tachment might take place; which, whilft
it had the beft effet on the moral character
of the young people, might not perfeétly
agree with the views of the parents, for it
will be a long time, I fear, before the world
will be {o far enlightened that parents, only
anxious torender their children virtuous, fhall
allow them to choofe companions for life theme
{elves,

Befides, this would be a fure way to pro.
mote early marriages, and from early mar-
riages the moft falutary phyfical and moraj
cffeCts naturally flow., What a difterent cha-
rafter does a married citizen aflume from the
{elfith coxcomb, who lives, but for himfelf,

Ccyg and
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and who is-often afraid to marry left he thould
not be able to live in a certain ftyle. Great
emergencies excepted, which would rarely
occur in a fociety of which equality was the
bafis,a man can only be prepared to difcharge

the duties of public Iife, by the habitual prac-
tice of thofe inferiour ones which form the
ma.

In this plan of education the conftitu-
tion of boys would not be ruied by the early
debz{uchel'ies, which now make men {o {elf-
ifh, or girls rendered weak and vain, by in-
dolence, and frivolous purfuits.  But, I pre-
fuppofe, that {uch a degree of equality thouid
be eftablifhed between the {exes ac would
fhut out gallantry and coquetry, yet allow
friend(hip and love to temper the heart for
the difcharge of hugher duties.

Thefe would be {chools of morality—and

the happinefs of man, allowed to flow from
the pure fprings of duty and affeltion, what
advances might not the human mind make?
Socicty can anly be happy and free in propor-
tion as it 15 virtuous; but the prefent diftinc-
tions, eftablithed 1n {ociety, corrode all pri

vate, and blaft all public virtue.
I have
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I have already veighed againft the cuf-
tom of confining guls to their needle, and
thutting them out from all political and civil
employments; for by thus narrowing their
minds they are rendered unfit to fulfil the
peculiar duties which natare has afligned

them.

Ounly employed about the httle incidents of
the day, they neceflarily grow up cunning,
My very foul has often fickened at obferving
the fly tricks practifed by women to gam
fome foolith thing on which their filly hearts
were fet.  Not allowed to difpofe of mouey,
or call any thing their own, they learn to
turn the market penny; or, fhould a huf-
band oftend, by ftaying from home, or give
rife to fome emotions of jealou{y—a new

gown, Or any pretty bawble, {mooths Juno's

angry brow, |
But thefe Jittwneffes would not degrade their
charadter, 1f women were led to refpect them-
felves, 1f political and moral {ubjets were
opened to them; and, I will venture to
alfirm, that this 15 the only way to make
them properly attentive to their domeftic du-
ties,—An altive mind embraces the whole

circle of 1ts dutics, and finds time enough for
Ccy all,
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all. Itis not, Taflert, a bold attempt toemu.

Jate mafculine virtues; it 1s not the enchant-

ment of literary purfuits, or the fteady invef-
tigation of {cientific {ubjeCs, that leads wo-

men aftray from duty. No, it is indolence
and vanity—the love of pleafure and the love
of {way, that will reign paramount in an
empty mind. I fay empty emphatically, be-
caufe the education which women now re-
ceive {carcely deferyes the name. For the
little knowledge that they are led to acquire,
during the important years of youth, is merely
relative to accomplifnments; and accoraplifh-
ments without a bottom, for unlefs the un-
derftanding be cultivated, {uperficial and mo-
notcnous 1s every grace. Like the charms of
a made up face, they only ftrike the fenfes 1y
a crowd; but at home, wanting mind, they
want variety, 'The confequence is obvious;
in gay fcenes of diffipation we meet the arti-
ficial mind and face, for thofe who fly from
folitude dread, next to folitude, the domeftic
circle; not having 1t i their power to amufe
orintereft, they feel their own infignificance, ot
find nothing to amulfe or intereft themfelves.

Befides, what can be more indelicate than
a girl’s commg out 10 the fafhionable world?

Which,
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Which, m other words, 15 to bring to market
a marriageable mifs, whofe perfon is taken
from one public place to another, richly capa-
rifoned.  Yet, mixing in the giddy circle
under reftraint, thefe butterflies long to flutter
at large, for the firft affection of their fouls
is their own perfons, to which their atten-
tion has been called with the molt fedulous
care whillt they were preparing for the pe-
riod that decides their fate for life. Inftead
of purfuing this idle routine, fighing for
taftelefs thew, and heartlefs ftate, with what

dienity would the youths of both fexes form
attachments m the fchools that I have cur-

forily pointed out ; i which, as life advanced,
dancing, mufic, and drawing, might be ad-
mitted as relaxations, for at thefe{chools young
people of fortune ought to remaimn, more or
lefs, till they were of age. Thofe, who
were defigned for particular profeflions, might
attend, three or four mornings n the week,
the fchools appropriated for their 1mmediate
inftruétion,

I only drop thefe oblervations at prefent,
as hints; rather, 1ndeed, as an outline of the
plan | mean, than a digefled one; but I
muft add, that I highly approve of one regu-

lation
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lation mentioned n the pamphlet ¥ already
alluded to, that of making the children and
vouths mdependent of the mafters refpeét-
ng pumfhments. They {hould be tried by
their peers, wiich would be an admirable
method of fixing found pringiples of juftice
in the mind, and might have the happielt eftect
on the temper, which is very carly foured or
irritated by tyranny, till it becomes peevifhly
cunning, or ferocioutly overbearing,
* My imagination darts forward with bene-
volent fervour to greet thefe amiable and
refpectable groups, m fpite of the fncer-
ing of cold hearts, who arc at liberty to
utter, with frigid felf-importance, the damn-
mg epithet—romantic; the force of which
1 thall codeavour to blunt by repeating
the words of an eloquent moralift.—¢ 1
¢ know not whether the allufions of a truly
¢ humane heart, whofe zeal renders cvery
 thing eafy, be not preferable to that rougly
¢ and repulling reafon, which always finds
¢ an indifference for the public good, the firft
¢ obftacle to whatever would promote it.

I know that libertines will alfo exclaim,
that woman would be unfexed by acquiring

* The Bifhop of Autun’s.
{trenath
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ftrength of body and mind, aud that beauty,
foft bewitching beauty! would no longer

adorn the daughters of men. 1 am of a very
different opinion, for 1 thmk that, on the
contrary, we fhould then fec dignified beauty,
and true grace; to produce which, many
powerful phyfical and moral caules would
concur.—Not relaxed beauty, 1t 15 true, or
the graces of helplefinefs; but fuch as ap-
pears to make us refpedt the human body as
a majeftic pile fit to receive a noble mhabi-

tant, 1o the relics of antiquity.
[ do not forget the popular opinion that the

Grecian ftatues were not modelled after na-
ture. 1 mean, not according to the propor-
tions of a particular man; but that beautiful
limbs and featyres were {clected from various
bodies to form an harmontous whole.  This
might, in fome degree, be true. The fine
ideal picture of an exalted 1magination might
be fuperiour to the materals which the ftatu-
ary found m nature, and thus 1t might with

propriety be termed rather the model of
mankind than of a man. It was not, how-
ever, the mechanical feletion of limbs and
features; but the ebullition of an heated fancy
that burft forth, and the fne {enfes and en-

fareed

3
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larged underftanding of the artift {eleted the

folid matter, which he drew into this glow-

ing focus.
I obferved that it was not mechanical,

becaufe a whole was produced—a model
of that grand fimphcity, of thofe concur-
ring energies, which arrelt our attention
and command our reverence. lor only
infipid lifelefs beauty 1s produced by a fervile
copy of even beautiful nature. Yet, inde-
pendent of thefe obfervations, 1 believe that
the human form muft have been far more
beautiful than it is at prefent, becaufe ex-
treme ndolence, barbarous ligatures, and
many caufes, which forcibly act on 1t, i
our luxurious ftate of fociety, did not re-
tard 1its expanfion, or render it deformed.
Exercife and cleanlinefs appear to be not only
the fureft means of preferving health, but of
promoting beauty, the phyfical caufes only
confidered; yet, this 1s not {ufficient, moral
ones muft concur, or.beauty will be merely of
that ruftic kind which blooms on the inno-
cent, wholefome, countenances of {fome coun-
try people, whofe minds have not been ex-
ercifed.  To render the perfon perfect, phy-

fical and moral beauty ought to be attained
at
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at the fame time ; each lending and receiving
force by the combination. Judgment muft
refide on the brow, affettion and fancy beam
in the eye, and humanity curve the cheek,
or vain 15 the {parkling of the fineft eye or
the elegantly turned finith of the faireft feaa
tures: whilft in every motion that difplays

the active himbs and well-knit jomts, grace
and modefty fhould appear. But this fair
aflemblage is not to be brought together by
chance: it is the reward of exertions calculated
to {upport each other; for judgment can only
be acquired by refleétion, affeftion by the
difcharge of dutics, and humanity by the ex-
creife of compaffion to every living creature,
Humanity to animals thould be particularly
inculcated as a part of national education, for
it is not at prefent one of our national virtues.
'Tendernefs for therr humble dumb domeftics,
amongft the lower clafs; 1s oftener to be
found in a favage than a civilized ftate.
For civilization prevents that tercourfe
which creates affeGion 1w the rude hut, or
mud hovel,; and leads uncultivated minds who
are only depraved by the refinements which
prevail in the {ociety, ‘where they are trodden

under foot by the richy te domneer over
them
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them to revenge the wfults that they ara
obliged to bear from their {uperiours.

This habitual cruclty 1s firft caught at
{chool, where it 15 one of the rare {ports of
the boys to torment the miferable brutes that

fall in thewr way. The tranfition, as they
orow up, from barbarity to brutes to domeflic
tyranny over wives, children, and fervants, is
very ealy, Jufhice, or even benevolence, will
not be a powerful {pring of action unlefs it
extend to the whole creation; nay, I believe
that it may be delivered as an axiom, that
thofe who can {ee pain, unmoved, will foon
learn to 10flict 1t

The vulgar are {wayed by prefent feelings,
and the habits which they have acciden-
tally acquired; but on partial feelings much
dependence cannot be placed, thouch they
be juft; for, when they are not mvigorated
by refletion, cuftom weakens them, till they
are {carcely perceptible, The {ympathies of
our nature are ftrengthened by ponderng co-
gitations, and deadened by thoughtlefs ufe.
Macbeth’s heart {mote him more for one
murder, the firft, than for a hundred fub-
fequent ones, which were neceffary to

back
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back 1t, But, when I ufed the epithet vul-
aar, | did not mean to confine my remark

to the poor, for partial humanity, founded on
prefent fenfations, or whim, is quite as confpi-
cuous, if not more {o, amongft the rich.

The lady who theds tears for the bird
ftarved in a fnare, aid execrates the devils
the thape of men, who goad to madne(s the
poor ox, or whip the patient afs, tottering
under a burden above 1its {trength, will, ne-
verthelels, keep her coachman and horfes
whole hours waiting for her, when the fharp
froft bites, or the ran beats aganit the well-
clofed windows which do not admit a breath
of air to tell her how roughly the wind blows
without. And fhe who takes her dogs to
bed, and nurfes them with a parade of fen-
fibility, when fick, will fuffer her babes to
orow up crooked 1 a nurferv.  This illuf-
tration of my argument is drawn from a
matter of fa&. The woman whom 1 al-
lude to was handlome, reckotied very hand-
fome, by thofe who do not mifs the mind
when the face 15 plump and fair; but
her underftanding had not been led from
female duties by literature, nor her inno-
cence debauched by knowledge. No, fhe

Was
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was quite feminine, according to the mafcus
line’ncceptation of the word; and, {o far
from loving thefe fpoiled brutes that filled
the place which her children ought to have
occupied, the only lifped out a pretty mix-
ture of French and Englfh nonfenfe, to
pleafe the men who flocked round her.  The
wife, mother, and human creature, were all
{wallowed up by the factitiouscharater which
an improper education and the felfith vanity

of beauty had produced.

[ do not like to make a diftincion with-
out a difference, and I own that I have been
as much difgufted by the fine lady who
took her lap-dog to her bofom inftead of her
child; as by the ferocity of a man, who, beat-
ing his horfe, declared, that he knew as well
when he did wrong, as a Chriftian,

This brocd of folly fhews how miftakei
they are who, if they allow women to leave
their harams,; do not cultivate therr under-
ftandings, in order to plant virtues i their
hearts: For had they fenfe; they misht ac-
quire that domeftic tafte which would lead
them to love with reafonable {ubordinatiorn
their whole family, from theit hufband to

the houfe-dog; nor would they ever infult
4 humaunity



RIGHTS OF WOMAN, 401

humdnity in the perfon of the moft menial
fervant by paying more attention to the com-
fort of a brute, than to that of a fellow-crea-
ture. .

My obfcrvations on national education are
obvioufly hints; but I principally with to en-
force the neceflity of educating the fexes to-
aether to perfet both, and of inaking chil-
dren fleep at home that they may learn to

love home; yet to make private fupport, in-
ftead of {mothering, pubhc afteCtions, they

thould be fent to ichool to mix with a number
of equals, for only by the joftlings of equality
can we form a juft opinion of ourfelves.
To render mankind more virtuous, and hap-
nier of courfe, both fexes muft at from the
fame principle; but how can that be expected
when only one is allowed to fee the reafon-
ablenefs of it? 'T'o render alfo the focial com-

pa& truly eqmt'tble, and inorder to{ pread thofe

enlightening principles, which alone can me-
liorate the fhte of man, women muft be al-

lowed tc found their virtue on knowledge,
which 15 {carcely poffible unlefs they be edu-
cated by the fame purfuits as men. For
they are now made {o inferiour by ignorance
and low defires, as not to deferve to be

Dd - ranked
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ranked with them; or, by the ferpentine
wrigglings of cunning they mount the tree
of knowledge, and only acquire fufficient to
lead men aftray,

It1s plam from the hiftory of all nations,
that women cannot be confined to mercly
domeftic purfuits, for they will not fulfil fa-
mily duties, unlefs their minds take a wider
range, and whilft tﬁcy are kept 1 1gnorance
they become 1 the {fame proportion the {laves
of pleafure as they arc the flaves of man,
Nor can they be thut out of great enterprifes,
though the narrownefs of thewr minds often
make them mar, what they are unable to
comprehend.

The libertinifm, and even the virtues of
fuperiour men, will always give women, of
fome defcription, great power over them;
and thefe weak women, under the influence
of childith paffions and felfith vanity, will
throw a falfc light over the objets which the
very men view with their eyes, who ought to
enlighten their judgment. Men of fancy, and
thofe {anguine charafters who moftly hold
the helm of human affawrs, m general, relax
i the {ociety of women; and furely I need

not cite to the moft fuperficial reader of hif
3 - fory
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tory the numerous examples of vice and Op-
preflion which ihe private intrigues of female
favourites have produced ; not to dwell on the
mifchief that naturally arifes from ‘the blun-
dering interpofition of well-meaning folly.
For in the tranfa&ions of bufinefs it is much
better to have to deal with a knave than a fool,
becaufe a knave adheres to fome plan dnd any
plan of reafon mdy be {een through much
fooner than a fudden flight of folly, The
power which vile and foolifh women have had
over wife men, who poffefled fenfibility, is
notorious ; I fhall only mention one inftance.

Who ever drew a more cxalted female cha.
racter than Roufleau? thiough inthe lump he
conftantly endeavoured to degrade the fex.
And why was he thus anxious? Truly to juf-
tify to himfelf the affetion which weaknefs
and virtue had made him cherifh for that
fool Thercfa. He could not raife her to the
common level of het {fex; and therefore he la-
boured te bring woman ‘down to her’s, He
found hera convenient humble companion, and
pride made him determine to find fome fupe-
riour virtues in the being whom he chofe to
live with; but did not hel conduct during his

life, and after his death, clearly thew how
Ddz arofsly
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grofsly he was miftaken who called her 2
celetial innocent, Nay, 1n the bitternefs of
his heart, he himf{elf laments, that when his
bodily infirmities made him.no longer - treat
her ltke 2 woman, fhe ceafed to have an
affe@ion for him. ‘And 1t was very natural
that the fhould, for having fo few fentiments
in common,. when the {exual tie was broken,
what was to hold her? To hold her affec-
tion whofe fenfibility was. confined to one
{ex, nay, to one man,. it requires fenfe to
turn {enfibility into the broad channel of hu-
manity ; many women have:not mind enough
to have an affetion for.a woman, or a friend-
thip for a man. But’the fexual weaknefs
that makes woman depend on.man for a fub-
fitence, produces a kind of cattifh affection
which leads a wife to purr about her hufband

as fhe would about any man who fed and ca-
refled her,.

Men are, -however, often. gratified by this
‘:kind of fondnefs, which is confined in a beaftly
-mantier t0 themfelves; but thould they ever
become more virtuous, they will with to
converfe at their fire-fide with a friend, after
 they ceafe to play with  miftrefs,
. Befides,

]
v A4
-



RIGHTS OF WOMAN, 40§

Befides, uuderftanding is necetlary to give
variety and mtereft to fenfual enjoyments,
for low, indeed, i the mtellettual {cale, s
the mind that can continue to love when nei-
ther virtue. nor {eafe give dhumz_m appear-
ance to an animal appetite.  But fenfe will

always preponderate; and if women be not,

m general, brought more on a level with

men, fome fuperiour women, like the Greek
courtezans, will aflemble the men of abilities
around them, and draw from their families
many citizens, whowouldhave ftayed at home
had their wives had more fenfe, or the oraces
which refult from the exercife of the under-
'ﬁanding and fancy, the legitimate parents of
tafte. A woman of talents, if the be not ab-
{olutely ugly, will always obtain great power,
raifed by the weaknels of her fex; and in
proportion as men acquire virtue and delicacy,
by the exertion of reafon, they will look for
both in women, but they can only acquire
them in the fame way that men do.

In France or Italy, have the women con-
fined themfelves todomeftic life ? though they
have not hitherto had a political exiftence,
yet, have they not illicitly had great {way ?
&rmpting themfelves and thé men - with

D d 3 whofe



406 VINDJCATION OF THE

whofe paffions they played. In thort, 1 what-
ever light I view the fubjec, reafon and ex-
perience convince me that the only method
of leading women to fulfil thewr peculiar du-
ties, is to free them from all reftramnt by
allowing them to participate the inherent
rights of mankind. -

Make them free, and they will quickly be-
come wife and virtuous, as men become
more {0; for the improvement muft be mu-
tual, or the injuftice which one half of the
human race are obliged to fubmit to, retorting
on their oppreflors, the virtue of man will be
worm-eaten by the infc@ whom he keeps
under his fegt, |

Let men take their choice, man and wo-
man were made for each other, though not
to become one bemng; and if they will not
improve women, they will deprave them!

I fpeak of the improvement and emancipa-
tion of the whole fex, for I knaw that the
behaviour of a few wom;n,j who, by acci-
dent, or following a ftrong bent of nature,
have acquired 2 portion of knowledge fupe-
riour to that of the reft of their fex, has ofter
been overbearing; but there have been in-
ftances, of women who, attaung knoswledge,

k have
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have not difcarded modefty, nor have they
always pedantically appeared to defpife the
ignorance which they laboured to difperfe in
their own minds. The exclamations then
which any advice refpecting female learning,
commonly produces, efpecially from pretty
women, often arife from envy, When they
chance to fee that even the luftre of their
eyes, and the flippant fportivenefs of refined
coquetry will not always fecure them atten-
tion, during a whole evemng, fhould a wo-

man of a more cultivated undcrﬁanding ell-
deavour to giye a rational turn to the conver-

-fation, the common fource of confolation i¢,
that fuch women feldom get hufbands, What
arts have I not feen filly women ufe to inter-
rupt by flirtation, a very fignificant word to
deferibe fuch a manaeuvre, a rational conver-
fation which made the men forget that they
were pretty women.

But, allowing what 1s very natural to
man, that the poflefiion of rare abilities
is really calculated ta excite over-weening
pride, difgu{‘tiug in both men and women
—in what 3 ftate of inferionity muft the
female faculties have rufted when fuch a
{mall portion of knowledge as thofe women

Dda attained,
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attaned, .who have fneeringly been termed
learned women, could be fingular{—Suth-
.ciently fo to puff up the pofefior, and excite
envy in her contemporaries, and fome of the
other fex. Nay, has not a httle rationality
expofed many women to the {evereft cenfure:
‘1 advert to well known faéts, for I have fre-
quently heard women ridiculed, andevery little
‘weaknels expoiéd, only .b{;c&llfe thcy ndopted
the advice of fome medical men, and deviated
from the beaten track ' their mode of treat-
g their wfants. 1 have adtuvally heard this
-barbarous averfion to mnovation carried fhill
further, and a fenfible woman ftigmatized as
an unnatural mother, who has thus been
wifely folicitous to preferve the health of her
children, when 1 the midft of her care the
has loft one by {fome of the cafualties of in-
fancv, ‘which no prudence can ward o, Her
acquaintance have obferved, that this was
the confequence of -new-fangled . notions—
the new-fangled notions of eafe and:cleanli-
nefs.  And thofe who pretending to expe-
rience, though they ihave long adhered to
prejudices that have, according :to the opi-
nion of the moft {agacions'phvhicians, thinned
the human race, almoft rejoiced at the dif-

4 K after
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after that gave a kind of fanction to pre-
{cription. |

Indeed, 1f 1t were only on this account, the
national education of women is of the utmoft
confequence, for what a number of human
facrifices arc made to that moloch prejudice!
And in how many ways arc children de-
ftroved by the lafcivioufnels of man? The
want of natural affetion, m many women,
who are drawn from their duty by the admi-
ration of men, and the ignorance of others,
render the infancy of man a much more pe-
silous ftate than that of brutes; yet men are
unwilling to place women m fituations' pro-
per to enable them to acquire {ufficient un-
derftanding to know how even to nurfe their
babes.

So forcibly does this truth {trike me, that I
would reft the whole tendency of my reafon-

v

g unon it, for whatever tends to incapacitate
‘the maternal charatter, takes woman out of
her {phere.

But it is vain to expect the prefent race of
weak mothers either to take that reafonable
care of a child’s body, which 15 neceflary:to
lay the foundation of a good conftitution,. fup-
poling that it do not {ufter for the fins of its

fathers;
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fathers; or, to manage its temper {o judici-
oufly that the child wall not have, as it grows
up, to throw off all that its mother, its firft
mitructor, dire&tly or mdire@ly taught; and
unlefs the mind have uncommon vigour,
womanifh follies will ftick to the charater
throughout life, The weaknefs of the mo-
ther will be vifited on the children! And
whillt women are educated to rely on their
hufbands for judgment, this muft ever be
the confequence, for there is no 1mproving
an underftanding by halves, nor can any being
-act wifely from 1mitation, becaufe n every
circumftance of life there 1s a kind of mdivis
duality, which requires an exertion of judg-
ment to modify general rules. The bemng
who can think juflly i one track, will foon
extend 1ts mtellectual empire; and fhe who
has {ufficient judgment to manage her chl-
dren, will not {ubmat, nght or wrong, to hex
hufband, or patiently to the focial Jaws which
make a nonentity of a wife,

In public {chools women, to guard againft
the errors of 1gnorance, fhould be taught'the
elements of anatomy and medicine, not only
to cnable them to take proper care of therr

own liealth, but to make them rational
nuries
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nurfes of their infants, parents, and hufbands
for the bills of mortality arc {welled by the
blunders of felf-willed old women, who give
noftrums of their own without knowing any
thing of the human frame. It 15 likewife
proper only in a domeftic view, to make
women-acquainted with the anatomy of the
mind, by allowing the fexes to aflocjate toge-
ther in every purfuit; and by leading them
to obferve the progrefs of the human under.
ftanding in the improvement of the {ciences
and arts; never forgetting the {cience of mo-
rality, or the ftudy of the political hiftory
of mankind.

A man has been termed a microcofm;
and every famuly mught alfo be called a
ftate. States, 1f 15 true, have moftly been
ooverned by arts that difgrace' the charac-
ter of man; and the want of a juft confhi-
tution, and equal laws, have fo perplexed
the notions of the worldly wife, that they
mare than queftion the reafonablenefs of con-
tending for the rights of humanity. Thus
motality, polluted in the national refervoir,
fends off ftreams of vice to corrupt the con-
flituent parts of the body politic; but thould
more noble, or rather, more juft principles

 regulate
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regulate the laws, which ought to be the oo-
vernment of {ociety, and not thofe who exc-
cute them, duty might become the rule of
private condudt.

Befides, by the exercife of thcu bodies and
minds women would :u,qulre that mental
altivity fo neceffary in the maternal charater,
united with. the fortitude that diftinguithes
fteadinefs:of condudt from the ob{hmte per-
verfenefs of weakenfs. For it is dangerous
to advife the indolent to be fteady, becaufe
they inftantly become rigorous, and to fave
themfelves trouble, pumth with feventy faults
that the patient fortitude of reafon might
have prevented..

But for tltl.ldu prﬂf uppo {es ﬁrentfth of mind;
and is ftrength of mind to be acquired by n-
dolent acquiefcence? by atking advice ftead
of exerting the ]udtrmcnt? by obeying

through fe'lr, mftead of pm&mncr the for-
beamnce, which we all ftand in need of our-
felves?—The conclufion which I with to
draw, 1s obvious ; make wotnen rational crea-
tures, and frée citizens, and they will quickly
become g00d wives, and mothers; that is~—if
men do not negledt the duties of hufbands and
;fathcrs.
| Difcuffing
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Difcuffing the advantages which a public
and private education combined, as I have
{ketched, might rationally be expeéted to pro-
duce, 1 have dwelt moft on {uch as are par-
ticularly relative to the female world, be-
caufe I think the female world opprefled;
yet the gangrene, which the vices engendered
by oppreffion have prodaced, is not confined

to the morbid part, but pervades fociety at
large: {o that when I with to fee my fex be-

come more like moral agents, my heart
bounds with the anticipation of the gencral

diffufion of that fublime contentment which
only morality can diffufe,

"CHAP.
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CIHAD. XII

§0ME INSTANCES OF THE FOLLY WHICH
THE IGNORANCE OF WOMEN GENE-
RATES; WITH CONCLUDING REFLECTIONS
ON THE MORAL IMPROVEMENT THAT
A REVOLUTION IN FEMALE MANNERS
MIGHT NATURALLY BE EXPECFED TO
PRODUCE,

Tuers are many follies, n fonie degrce, pe-
culiar to women: fins againft reafon of com-
miffion as well as of omiffion; butall flowing
from ignorance or prejudice, I fhall only point

out fuch as appear to be particularly mjurious
to their moral charaltets And in animad-

verting on them, I wifh efpecially to prove,
that the weaknefs of mind and body, which
men have endeavoured, 1mpelled by various
motives, to perpetuate, prevents their dif-
charging the peculiar duty of their fex: for
when weaknefs of body will not permit them

to {uckle their children, and weaknefs of
mind makes them {poil their tempers—is wo-

man 1n a natural ftate?

SECT,
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SECT, I,

ONE glaring inftance of the weaknefs which
proceeds from 1gnorance, firlt clams attention,
and calls for fevere reproof.

In this metropolis a number of lurking
leeches infamoufly gain a {ubliftence by prac-
tiing on the credulity of women, pretending
to caft nativities, to ufe the technical phrafe;
and many females who, proud of their rank
and fortune, look down on the vulgar with
fovelewn contempt, fhew by this credulity,
that the dittin&ion 1s arbitrary, and that they
have not {ufficiently cultivated their minds to
rife above vulgar prejudices. Women, be-
caufe they have not been led to confider the
knowledge of their duty as the onc thing
neceffary to know, or, to live in the prefent
moment by the difcharge of 1t, are very anxi-
ous to peep into futurity, to learn what they
have to expe&t to render hfe nterefting, and
to break the vacuum of ignorance.

I muft be allowed to cxpoftulate ferioufly
with the ladies who follow thefe idie inven-
tions; for ladies, miftrefles of families, are not
athamed to drive 1n their own carriages to the

door
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door of the cunning man*®, And if any of
them thould perufe this work, I entreat them
to anfwer to their own hearts the following
queltions, not forgetting that they are in the
prefence of God.

Do you believe that there 1s but one God,
and that he 1s powerful, wife, and good ¢
- Do you believe that all things were created
by him, and that all beings are dependent on
him ¢ |

Do you rely on his wifdom, {o confpicuous
1n his works, and in your own frame, and are
vou convinced that he has ordered all things
which do not come under the cognizance of
your fenfes, in the fame perfect harmony, to

fulfil his defigns ?

Do you acknowledge that the power of
looking into futunty, and {ecing things that

are not, as 1f they were, 15 an attribute of the
Creator! And fhould he, by an impreflion
on the minds of his creatures, think fit to 1m-
part to them fome event hid in the fhades of

# [ once lived in the neighbourhood of one of thefe men,
a handfeme wan, and faw with furprife and indignation,

women, whofe appearance and attendance befpoke that
rank 1 which females are fuppofed to receive a fuperiour
education, flock to his door.

time,
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time yet unborn, to whom would the fecret
be revealed by immediate nfpiration?  The
optaion of ages will anfwer this queftion—to
reverend old men, to people diftinguifhed for
eminent picty.

The oracles of old were thus delivered by
priclts dedicated to the fervice of the God
who was fuppofed to nfpire them. The
olare of worldly pomp which furrounded
thefe impoftors, and the refpe& paid to thiem
by artful politicians, who knew how to avail -
themfelves of this uleful engine to bend the
necks of the {trong under the dommion of the
cunmng, fpread a facred myfterious veil of
fanctity over their lies and abominations.
Imprefled by {uch folemn devotional parade,
a Greek, or Roman lady might be excufed,

if fhe mquired of the oracle, when fhe was
anxious to pry into futurity, or mquire about

fome dubiovs event: and her mquirtes, how-
ever contrary to reafon, could not be reckoned

“impious.—But, can the profeflors of Chrifti-
anity ward off that imputation? Can a Chrif-
tian {uppofe that the favourites of the moft
High, the highly favoured, would be obliged
to lurk i difgwife, and practi(e the moft dif-

I e honeft
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honeft tricks to cheat filly women out of
the money—which the poor cry for i vain?

Sav not that fuch queftions arc an infult
to commoi fenfe—for it1s vour own condudd,
O ye foolifh women ! which throws an cdinm
on vour {ex! And thele reflections fhould
make vou fhudder at your thouchtlefluefs,

and rrational devotion.—¥or I do not i‘uppo{‘c

that ail of you lud alide your rebizion, fuch
as 1t 18, when you cotered thole myfterious

dwellings.  Yet, as I have throughout fup-
pofed myfclf talking to ignorant women, for
lonorant ve are in the moft emphatical {enfe
of the word, 1t would be ablurd to reafon
with you on the ezregious folly of defiring to
know what the Supreme Witdem has con-
cealed.

Probably vou would not vuuer{tand me,
were [ to attempt to fthew you that 1t would
be abfolutely meonfiftent with the ¢rand pur-
pole of life, that of rendering human crea-
tures wife and virtuous: and that, were it
fan&ioned by God, 1t would ditturb the order
eftablifhed 1 creation; and if it be not fanc-
tioned by God, do you expedt to hear truth?

‘Can cveats be foretold, events which have
not
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not yet affumed-a body to become {ubjedt to
mortal infpetion, can they be forefeen by a
vicious worldling, who pampers his appetites
by preying on the foolifh ones :

Perbiaps, however, you devoutly believe
in the devil, and imagie, to fhift the quel-
tion, that he may afhift his votaries; but, if
really refpeting the power of fuch a being,
an enemy to gooduefs and to ‘God, cau vou
c0 to church after having been under fuch an
obligation to him!

I'rom thefe delufons to thofe fhill morc
fathionable deceptions, prattifed by the whole
tribe of magnetifers, the tranhition 15 very 11
toral. ' With refpett to them, 1t 15 equally
proper to afk women 2 few queftions.

Do you know any thing of the conftruc-
tion of the human frame? If not, 1t 15 proper
that you fhould be told what cvery child onght
to know, that when its admirable ceconomy
has been difturbed by mtemperance or indo-
lence, I {peak not of violent diforders, but of
chronical difeafes, it muft be broucht nito 2
healthy flate again, by flow degrees, and if
the funions of life have not been materially
injured, regimen, another word for temper-
ace, air, exercife, and a few medicines,

E e 2 prefcribed
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prefcribed by perfons who have fludied the
human body, are the only human means,
yet difcovered, of recovering that meflimable
blefling health, that will bear inveitigation.

Do you then believe that thele magnetifers,
who, by hocus pocus tricks, pretend to work
a miracle, are delegated by God, or affifted
by the folver of all thete kind of difficultics—
the devil ?

Do thev, when they put to fhioht, asat 13
faid, diforders that have bafHled the powers of
medicine, work 1 conformity to the light ot
reafon 7 or, do they effect theje wonderful
cures by fupernatural aid :

By a communication, an adept may anfwer,
with the world of fpirits, A noble privilege,
it muft be allowed. Some of the ancients
mention  familiar demons, who  euarded
them from danger by kndly mtimating, we
cannot guefs m what mannér, when any
danger was nigh; or, poiuted out what they
ought to undertake, Yet the men who Jad
claim to this privilege, out of the order of
nature, mitfted that it was the reward, or
confequence, of fupcriour teraperance and
piety. But the prefent workers of wondurs
7 oot raded above their fcilo*.vsiby ﬂ!p:ﬁrieu:‘

- o T LN
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temperance or fanéhity.  They do not cure .
for the love of God, but money. Thefe are
te priclts of quackery, though 1t 1s true
they have not the convenient expedient of
felling mafles for fouls wm purgatory, or
churches where they can difplay crutches,
and models of limbs made found by a touch
or a word.

I am not converfant with the technical
terms, or imtiated into the arcana, there-
forc, I.may {peak improperly; but 1t is clear
that men who wiil not conform to the law of
realon, and carn a {ubfiftence mn an honeft
wav, "by deorees, are very fortunate m be-
coming acquamted with {uch obliging {pirits,
We cannot, indeed, eve them credit for
either oreat fagacity or goodnefs, elfe they
would have chofer more noble inftruments,

when they wifthed to thew themfelves the be-
nevolent friends of man.

It 15, however, little fhort of blafphemy
to pretend to fuch powers!

From thewholctenour of thedifpenfations of
Providence, it appears cvident to {ober reafon,
that certain vices produce certain effects; and
can any one fo grofsly mfult the wifdom of God,

as to fuppofc thata miracle will be allowed to
Ee difturb
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difturd his general laws, to reftore to health
the intemperate and vicious, merely to enable
taem to purfue the fume courfe with impu-
nity? Be whole, and {in no more, faid Jefus.
And, are greater muracles to be performed
Ly thoic who do not follow his footfteps,
who healed the body to reach the mind?

The mentioning of the name of Chaift,
aiter {uch vile impoftors, may difpleafe {fome
of my readers—I refpeét their warmth; but
et them not forget that the followers of thele
delufions bear his name, and profefs to be
the difciples of him, who fad, by therr
works we fhould know who were the chil-
dren of God or the fervants of fin, 1 allow
that 1t 15 cafier to touch the body of a famnt,
or to be magnetifed, than to reftrain our ap-
petites or govern our paffions; but health of
body or mind can only be recovered by thelc
means, or we make the Supreme Judge por-
tial and revengeful,

Is he a man that he fhould change, or pu-
mifh out of refentment? He—the common
father, wounds but to heal, fays reafon, and
our 1regularities producing certain confe-
gucnces, we are forcibly thewn the nature of
vice; that thus learning to know good from .

evil,
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evi, by cxperience, we may hate onc and
love the other, m proportion to the wifdom
which we attain,  The pofon contains the
antidote; and we cither reform our evil ha-
bits and ceafe to fin agamft our own bodics,
to ufe the forcible language of feripture, or
1 prematare death, the punifhment of fin,
fnaps the thread of life.

Here an awful ftop 15 put to our inguirics.
—But, why fhould I conceal my {entiments ¢
Confidering the attnbutes of God, I believe
that whatever pumfhment may {ollow, will
tend, like the anguith of difeafe, to fhew the
malienity of vice, for the purpofe of reforma-
tion. Pofitive pumfhment appears {o con-
trary to the nature of God, dicoverable in all
his works, and in our own reafon, that I could
fooner believe that the Deity pad no atten-
tion to the conduét of men, than that he pu-
nithed without the benevolent defign of re-
formmeg,

To {uppofe only that an all-wilc and
powerful Bemng, as good as he 15 great, thould
create a beig forefecng, that after fifty
or fixty years of feventh exiftence, 1t would
be plunged mto never cnding woe—is blaf-
phemy.  On what will the worm feed that

ey 13
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15 never to die? On folly, on ignorance, fay
ye—I fhould bluth indignantly at drawing the
natural conclulion could I infert it, and with
to withdraw wylelf from the wing of my
God! Ca fuch a {uppofition, I fpeak with re-
verence, be would be a confuming fire.  We
flould wiih, though vainly, to fly from his
prefence when fear aborbed love, and darknefs
1nvolved all his counfels!

I know that many devout people boaft of
{ubmitting to the Will of Ged blindly, as to
an arbitrary {ceptre or rod, on the fame prin-
ciple as the Indians worfhip the devil. In
other words, like people i the common con-
cerns of life, they do homage to power, and
cringe under the foot that can crufh them.,
Rational religion, on the contrary, is a fub-
miffion to the will of a being {o perfedtly
wife, that all he wills muft be direCted by the
proper motive—muft be reafonable.

And, 1f thus we refpect God, can we give
credit to the myfterious nfinuations, which
infult his laws? can we believe, though it
fhould ftare us in the face, that he would
work a muracle to authorize confufion by
fanthioning an error! Yet we muft either

allow thefe impious conclufions, or treat with
contempt
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contempt every promife to reftore health to a
dilcafed body by fupernatural means, or to
forctell the meidents that can only be forefeen

by God.

SECT., Il

AvorHER 1nftance of that feminine weak-
nels of charadter, often produced by a con-
fined education, 1s a romantic twift of the
mind, which has been very properly termed
feutimental.

Women {ubje&ted by 1gnorance to their
fen:ations, and only taught to look for hap-
pinefs in love, refine on fentual feelings, and
adopt metaphyfical notions refpelting that
paflion, which lead them fhamefully to neg-
leét the duties of hife, and frequently i the
midft of thefe fublime refiiements they plump
into actual vice.

Thefe arc the women who are amufed by
the reveriesof the ftupid novelifts, who, know-
g little of human nature, work up ftale tales,
and defcribe meretricious {cenes, all retailed
i a fentimental jargon, which equally tend
to corrupt the tafte, and draw the heart afide.

from
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fromits duly dutics. T do not mention the
underftanding, becaufe never havinz been
exerctied, 1ts dumbering energies relt mac-
tive, like the lurking particles of fire which
are {uppoiced univerfally to pervade matter.,

Females, 1 falt, dented ail political privi-
leges, and not allowed, as married wemen,
excepting i criminal cales, a cwvil exiflence,
have their attention naturally drawn from the
intereft of the whole community to that of
the minute parts, though the private duty of
any member of focicty muft bz very imper-
feétly performed when not connected with -
the gencral good.  The mughty bufinefs of
female life 1s to pleafe, and reftramed from
"entering mto morc 1mportant concerns by
pohtlcal and ctvil opprefiion, {entiments be-
come cvents, and refleCtion deepens what it
fhould, and would have ctfaced, if the under-
ftanding had been allowed to take a wider
range.

But, confined to tnfling employments, they
naturally imbibe opmicus which the only
kind of reading calculated to intereft an mno-
cent frivolous mind, mipires. Unable to grafp
any thing great, 1s it {urprifing that they find
thc rcaduw of huftory a very dry tafk, and

difquifitions
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difquifitions addrefled to the underflanding
intolerably tediovs, and almoft unintclligible?

Thus arc they necelfanily dependent on the
novelift for amufement. Yet, when I exclaim
aoain{t novels, I meant when contrafted with
thofe works whicn exercife the underftanding
and regulate the imagination.—Lor any kind
of reading I think better than leaving a blank
{hil a blank, Dbecaufe the mind muft receive a
degrce of cnlargement and obtain a little
ftrength by a {light excrtion of its thinking
powers; befides, even the produétions that
arc only addrefied to the 1magination, ratfe
the reader a hittle above the grofs sratification
of appetites, to which the mind has not given
a fhade of delicacy.

This obfervation 1s the refuit of experience;
for I have known feyeral notable women, and
onc 1 particular, who was a very good wo-
man—as good as {uch a narrow mind would
allow her to be, who took care that her
daughters (three 1 number) fhould never
{ce a novel,  As fhe was a woman of fortunc
and fafhion, they had various mafters to at-
tend them, and a fort of menial governes to
watch their footfteps. I'rom their mafters

they learned how tables, chairs, &c. were
called
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called 1y French and Italians but as the few
books thrown in thew way were far above
their capacitics, or devotional, they nather
acquired 1deas nor {entiments, and patied
their time, when not compelled to repeat
words, n drefling, quarrclling with cach other,
or converling with thewr maids by {tealth,
till they were brought mto company as mar-
riageable.

Their mother, a widow, was bufy in the
mean time in keeping up her connetions, as
the termed a numerous acquaintance, left her
girls thould want a proper ntroduction 1nto
the great world. And thefe young ladies,
with minds vulgar n every fenfe of the
word, and {poiled tempers, entcred life pufted
up with notions of their own confequence,
and looking down with contempt on thofe
who could not vie with them 1 drefs and

parade.
Withrefpe& to love, nature, or theirnurfes,

had taken care to teach them the phyfical
meaning of the word; and, as they had few
topics of converfatioh, and fewer refinements
of fentiment, they exprefled their grofs wifhes
not in very delicate phrafes, whei they {poke
freely, talking of matrimony.

Could
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Could thefe girls have been injured by the

perufal of novels ¢ Talmoft forgot a thade in the
charatter of onc of them: fhe afe&ed a fim-

plicity bordering on folly, and with a imper
would utter the moft immodeft remarks and
queltions, the full meaning of which the had
learned whilft fecluded from the-world, and
afraid to {peak 1 her mother’s prefence, who
soverned with a high hand: they wereall edu-
cated, as the prided herfelf, 1n a moft exem-
plary manner; and rexd their chapters and
plalms Defore breakfalt, never touching a
filly novel,

This 1s only cne inftance; but I recolleét

many other women who, not led by degrees
to proper {tudies, and not permitted to choole

for themfelves, have mndeed been overgrown
children; or have obtained, by mixing i the
world, a little of what 15 termed common
fenfe: that 15, a diftnct manner of feeing
common occurrcnces, as they ftand detached
but what dclerves the name of ntellelt, the
power of gaimne general or abftract ideas, or
cven ntermediate ones, was out of the quef-
tion. Their minds were quicicent, and:
when they were not roufed by {enfible ob-

jects
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je&s and employments of that kind, they
were jb\V-i]Eil'itEd, would cry, or go to {lecp.

When, thercfore, 1advile my fex not to
read fuch flimfy works, it 15 to induce them
to read fomething fuperiour; for I coincide
in opinion with a fagacious man, who, hav-
wo a daughter and niece under his care, pur-
fucd a very dificrent plan with each.

The niece, who had confiderable abilitics,
had, before fhe was left to his guardianthip,
been induleed 1 defultory reading.  IHer he
endeavoured to lead, and did lead to hiftory
and moral effays; but his daughter, whom
a fond weak mother had wdulged, and who
confequently was averfe to every thing like
application, he allowed to read novels: and
ufed to juttify his condu® by faying, that if
the ever attained a relith for reading them, he
fhould have fome foundation to work upon;
and that erroncous opinions were better than
none at all.

In fa& the female mind has been fo totally
neeleted, that Knowledge was only to be ac-
quired from this muddy fource, till from
reading novels fome women of fuperiour ta-
lents learned to defpile them.

The
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The belt method, I belicve, that can be
adopted to corret a fondnefs for novels 1s to
ridicule them: not mdiferiminately, for then
it would have little cltect; but, 1t a judicious
perfon, with fome turn for humour, would
read feveral to a young girl, and pomnt out
both by tones, and ant Con'ip.':lrifons with pa-
thetic meidents and heroic charalers i -
tory, how foolithly and ridiculoufly they caii-
catured human nature, juft opinions might be
fubftituted inflead of romantic fentiments.

Inonerefpet, however, the mujority of both
fexes refemble, and cqually ftheiv a want of
tafte and wodely.  Ignorant women, forced
to be chafte to preferve their reputation, al-
low therr mmagimation to revel - the unna-
tural and meretricious feenes {ketched by the
novel writers of the day, fhghting as infipid
the {ober digmty, and matron graces of
hittory #, whilft men carry the fame vitiated
tafte into life, and fly for amufement to the
wanton, from the unfophifticated charms

* T am not now alluding to that {uperiority cf mind
which leads to the creation of idzal beauty, when he, fur-
veyed with a peretrating eye, appears a tr2gi-comedy, in
which little can be feen o fatisiv the heart witheut the
help of fancy.
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of wirtue, and the grave refpeCtability of
fenfe.

Befides, the reading of novels makes wo-
meu, and particularly ladics of fathwon, very
fond of ufing {trong exprefiions and {uperatives
in converfation ; and, though the diffipated ar-

tificial life which they lead prevents their che-
rithing any ftrong legitimate pafhon, the lan-
ouage of paflion w afteted toues flips for cver
from their ghb tbngues, and every trifle pro-
duces thofe phofphoric burfts which ouly mi-
mick i the dark the flame of paflion.

SLECT, Il

IcNorANCE and the miftaken cunning that
nature fharpens m weak heads as principle
of felf-prefervation, render women very fond
of drefs, and prodace all the vanity which
{uch a fondnefs may naturally be cxpelted to
generate, to the exclufion of emulation and
magnanimity. |

[ agree with Rouffeau that the phyfical part
of the art of pleafing confifts in ornaments,
and for that very realon I fhould gvard girls

againft the contagious fondnefs for drefs fo
| cotmnmon

L1
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common to weak women, that they may
not reft inthe phyfical part. Yet, weak are
the women who imagine that they can Jong
pleafe without the aid of the mind, or, in
other words, without the moral art of pleaf-
mg. But the moral art, if it be not a pro-
fanation to ufe the word art, when alluding
to the grace which 15 an effet of virtue, and
not the motive of action, 13 never to be found
with 1gnorance ; the {portivenefs of innocence,
fo pleafing to refined fibertines of both fexes,
is widely different m its cflence from this {u-
periour gracefulnefs,

A ftrong clinatien for external ornaments
ever appears in barbarous f’cates, only‘ the
men not the women adorn themfelves; for
where women are allowed to be fo far on a
level with men, {ocicty has advanced, at

Jeaft, one ftep in civilization.

The attention to drefs, therefore, whicl
has been thought a fexual propenfity, I think
natural to mankind, But I ought to exprefs
myfelf with more precifion,  When the mind
15 not fufficiently opened to take pleafure in
reflection, the body will be adorned with {e-
dulous care; and ambition will appear in tat-
tooing or paunting it.

Ff >0
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So far 1s this firflt inclination carried, that
even the hellith yoke of {lavery cannot f{hiflc
the favage defire of admiration which the black
heroes itherit from both their parents, for all
the hardly carned favings of a fiave are com-
monly expended m a little tawdry finery. And
I have {eldom known a geod male or femule
fervant that was not particularly fond of drets,
Their clothes were their riches; and, 1 arcue
from analogy, that the fondnefs for drefs, fo
extravagant in females, arifes from the fame
caufe—want of cultivation of mind, When
men meet they converfe about bufinefs, poli-
tics, or literature; but, fays Swift, ¢ how na-
¢ turally do women apply their hands to cach
¢ others lappets and ruffles.”  And very natu-
ralis 1it—for they have not any bulinefs to
mtereft them, have not a tafte for literature,
and they {ind politics dry, becaufe they have
not+acquired 2 love for mankind by turning
their thoughts to the grand purfuits that exalt
the human race, and promote general hap-
pinefs.

Befides, various are the paths to power and
fame which by accident or choice men puir=
{ue, and thoucrh they joftle againft each other,
for men of thc fame profeffion are feldom

5 friends,
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friends, yet there1sa much greater number
of thewr fellow-creatures. with whom they
never clafh,  But women arc very differently
fituated with refpect to each other—for they
are all rvals.

Before marriage it 1s their bufinefs to pleafe
~men; and after, with a few exceptions, they
follow the fame {cent with all the perfevering
pertinacity of mftin&t. Even virtuous wo-
men never forget their {ex i company, for
they are for ever trying to make themfelves
agreeabe. A female beauty, and a male wit,
appear to be equally anxious to draw the attea-
tion of the company to themiclves; and the
animofity of contemporary wits 15 proverbial,

Is it then furprifing that when the fole am-
bition of woman centres 1n beauty, and in-

~terelt oives vanty additional force, perpe-
tual rivalfhips fhould enfue? They are all
running the fame race, and would rife above
the virtue of mortals, if they did not view
each other with a {ufpicious and even envia

ous eye. |
An immoderate fondnefs for drefs, for plea-
fure, and for {way, are the paflions of favages;
tiie paffions that occupy thofe uncivilized
cings who haye not yet extended thgrd{omi-
Ffo2 " nion
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nion of the mind, or even learned to think
with the eneray neceflary to concatenate that
abftract trainof thought which produces princi-
ples. And that women from their education
and the prefent ftate of civilized hic, are m the
{ame condition, cannot, I think, be controvert-
cd. To lauch at them then, or {atirize the
follics of a beinz whois never to be allowed to
at freely from the light of her own reafon, 1s
as abfurd as crucl; for, that they who are
taught blindly to obey authority, will endea-
vour cunningly to eludet, 15 moft natural and
certatl, |

Yet let 1t be proved that they ought to obey
man mplicitly, and I fhall immediately agree
that it 15 woman’s duty to cultivate a fondnefs
for drefs, i order to pleale, and a propenfity
to cunning for her own prefervation,

The virtues, however, which are fupported
by icnorance muft ever be wavering—the
houfe built on fand could not endure a ftorm.
It 15 almoft unneceffary to draw the inference.
—If women arc to be made virtuous by aus
thority, which 15 a contradition n terms,
et them be immured 1n feraglios and watched
with a jcalous eye.~Fear not that the iron
will enter into their fouls—for the fouls that

Cdlt
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can bear fuch treatment are made of yielding
materials, juft animated enough to zive life to

the body.

¢ Matter too foft a lalting mark to bear,
¢ And beft diftinguill’d by black, brown, or fair.’

‘The moft cruel wounds will of courfe foon
heal, and they may ftill people the world, and
drefs to pleale man—all the purpofes which
certain celebrated wnters have allowed that
they were created to fulfil,

‘.

SECT. IV,

Woxex are {uppoled to poflefls more fen-
fibility, and even humanity, than men, and
their {trong attachments and nftantaneous
emotions of compaflion are given as proofs;
but the chinging aftection, of ignorance has
{cldom any thing noble in it, and may mofily
be refolved into felfithnefs, as well as the
affetion of children and brutes. Ibhave known
many weak women whofe {enfibility was en-
tirely engrofled by their hufbands; and as for
thar humamty, 1t was very faint indeed,
or rather it was only a tranfient emotion
of compaffion. Humanity does not con-

it ¢ in a {fqueamifh ear,” fays an emment
Ff3 orator.
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orator, ¢ It belongs to the mind as well as
¢ the nerves.

But this kind of exclufive affeGtion, though
it degrades the individual, fhould not be
brought forward as a proof of the inferiority
of the {ex, becaufe it 15 the natural confe-
quence of confined views: for even women
of {upeiior fenfe, having their attention turned
to little employments, and private plans,
rarely rife to heroifm, unlefs when fpurred
on by love! and love, as an heroic paffion, like
genius, appears but once in an age, I there-
fore agree with the moralift who afferts,
¢ that women have feldom fo much genero-
“ fity as men;’ and that their narrow affec-
tions, to which juttice and humanity are often
facrificed, render the fex apparently inferior,

efpecially, as they are commonly infpired by

men; but I contend that the heart would
expand as the underftanding gained {trength,

if women were not deprefled from their
cradles,

I know that a little fenflibility, and great
weaknefs, will produce a ftrong fexual at-
tachment, and that reafon muft cement friend-
fhip; confequently, 1 allow that more friend-
fhip 1s to be found in the male than the fe-

male
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male world, and that men have a hicher fenfe
of jultice. The exclufive affeCtions of women
feem indeed to refemble Cato’s moft unjuft
love for his country. He wifhed to crufh
Carthage, not to fave Rome, but to promote
its vain-glory; and, in general, 1t 15 to himlar
principles that humanity 1s facrificed, for g
nuine duties {upport each other,

Befides, how can women be juft or genes
rous, when they are the flaves of wjuftice? .

SECT. V,

As the rearing of children, that is, the
laying a foundation of found health both of
body and mind i the nfing generation, has
juftly becn infifted on as the peculiar deftina-
tion of worhan, the ignorance that incapaci-
tates them muft be contrary to the order of
things. And I contend that their minds can
take in much more, and ought to do fo, or
they will never become fenfible mothers,
Many men attend to the breeding of horfes,

and overlook the management of the ftable,
who would, ftrange want of fenfe and feel-
ing! think themielves degraded by paying

Ffg- any
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any attention to the nurfery; yet, how many
children are ablolutely murdered by the iz-
norance of women! But when they cicape,
and are deftroyed neither by unnatural negli-
cence nor blind fondnefs, how few are ma-
naged properly with refpett to the mfant
mind! So that to break the fpirit, allowed to
become vicious at home, a child 15 {ent to
{chool; and the methods taken there, which
mult be taken to keep a number of children
1 order, {catter the feeds of almoft every
vice 1 the {oil thus forcibly torn up.

I have fometimes compared the ftrugsles
of thefe poor children, who ought never to
have felt reftraint, nor would, had they been
always held i with an even hand, to the
defpairing plunges of a fpirited filly, which I
have {een breaking on a {ftrand:: its fect fink-
ing decper and deeper i the fand every time

it endeavoured to throw 1its rider, till at laft
it fullenly {ubmitted.

I have always found horfes, animals I am
attached to, very trattable when treated with
humanity and {teadinefs, fo that I doubt whe-
ther the violent methods taken to break them,
do not eflentially injure them; I am, how-
ever, certain that a child fhould never be

thus
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thus forcibly tamed after it has wjudicioufly
been allowed to run wild; for cvery violation
of juftice and reafon, in the treatment of chil-
dren, weakens their reafon. Aud, fo early
do they catch a charater, that the bafe of the
moral charaer, experience leads me to wfer,
15 fixed before their feventh year, the period
during winch womer are allowed the fole
management of children.  Afterwards 1t too
cften happens that half the bufinefs of educa-
tion 1s to correft, and very mnperfelly 1s it
done, 1f done hafhly, the faults, which they
would never have acquired if their mothers
had had morc underitanding,

One ftriking nftance of the {olly of wo-
men muft not be omitted.—The manner in
which they treat fervants in the prefence of
children, permitting them to fuppofe that
they ought to wait on them, and bear their
humours. A child fhould always be made to
recetve afliftance from a man or woman as a
favour; and, as the firlt leflon of mdepend-
ence, they fhould practically be taughi, by
the cxample of their mother, not to require
that perfonal attendance, which 1t 1s an m-
{ult to humanity to requirc, when in health;
and inftcad of being led to aflume airs of con-

fequence,
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fequence, a fenfe of ther own weaknefs
thould tirft make them feel the natural equa-
fity of man.  Yet, how frequently have [
mdienantly heard fervants mperioufly called
to put children to bed, and {ent away agamn

and again, becaufe mafter or mufs hung about

mamma, to ftay a httle longer.  "Thus made
{lavithly to attend the hittle idol, all thote
moftdifcufting humours were exhibited which
charaterize a {poiled child.

In fhort, fpeaking of the majority of mo-
thers, they leave their children entircly to
the care of fervants; or, becaufc they are
their children, treat them as if they were
little demi-gods, though 1 have alwavs ob-
{erved, that the women who thus idolize their
children, feldom fhew common humanity to
fervants, or feel the leaft tendernefs for any
children but their own.

It is, however, thefe exclufive affc&ions,
and an individual manner of fecing things,
produced by ignorance, which keep women
for ever at a fland, with refpet to improve-
ment, and make many of them dedicate

their lives to their children only to weaken
their bodies and {poil their tempers, fruftrat-

ine alfo any plan of cducation that a morc
rational
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rational father may adopt; for unlefs a mo-
ther concur, the father who reftrains will
ever be confidered as a tyrant,

But, fulflling the duties of a mother, a
woman with a found conftitution, may {till
kecp her pesfon fcrupuloufly neat, and afhift
to maintain her family, 1f neceflary, or by
reading and converfations with both {exes, 1-
difcriminately, improve her mind,  For nature
has fo wilely ordered things, that did women
{uckletheir children, they would prefervetheir
own health, and there would be fuch an inter-
val between the birth of each child, that we

fhould {eldom fce a houfeful of babes, And
did they purfue a plan of conduct, and not
wafte their time n following the fafhionable
vagaries of drefs, the management of their
houfehold and children need not fhut them out
from literature, or prevent their attaching
themielves to z icience, with that {teady eye
which ftrengthens the mind, or prachifing

one of the fine arts that cultivate the tafte.
But, vifiing to difplay finery, card-playing,
and balls, not to mention the 1dle buitle of
morning trifling, draw women from their
duty to render them mfignificant, to render
them pleafing, according to the prefent accep-
fation
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tation of the word, to every man, but theie
huihand.  For a round of pleafures in which
the atieclions are not exercifed, cannot be faid
to improve the underftanding, though it be

rreacoully called feeing the world; yet thé
heart 15 rendered cold and averfe to duty, by
fuch a {enfelefs mtercourfe, ‘which becomes
necefiary from habit even when it has ceafed
to amule.

But, we fhall not {ee women affeCtionate
till more cquality be eftablithed 1 {ociety,
till ranks are confounded and women freed,
neither fhall we fee that dignified domeflic
happmefs, the fimple grandeur of which can-
not be relifhed by 1gnorant or vitiated minds;
nor will the important tafk of education ever
be properly begun till the perfon of a woman
s no longer preferred to her mind,  For it
would be as wife to expect corn from tares,
or figs from thiftles, as that a foolith 1cu0-
rant woman fhould be a good mother.

SECT. VI,

Itisnot neceflary toinform the fagacious rea-
der, now I enter on my concluding refletions,
that the difcuflion of this {ubjelt merely con-
Lifis 1n opening a few fimple princip-lcs, and

cleart H
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clearine away the rubbifh which obfcured
them. But, as all readers are not fagacious,
I muft be allowed to add fome cxplanatory
remarks to bring the {ubjeét home to reafon—
to that fluggith reafon, which fupinely takes
opitons ou truft, and obfhinately fupports
them to {pare itfelt the labour of thunking.
Moralifts have vnanimoufly agreed, that
unle(s virtue be nurfed by liberty, it will
never attan due ftrength—and what they fay
of man 1 extend to mankind, nfifting that
i all cafes morals muft be fixed on immuta-
ble principles; and, that the being cannot be
termed rational or virtuous, who obeys any
authority, but that of reafon.
- To render women truly uicful members of
fociety, Targue that they thould be led, by
haviag their underitandings cultivated on a
large {cale, to acquire a rational affetion for
their country, founded on knowledge, be-
caule 1t 15 obvious that we are hittle interefted
about what we do not underftand. And to
render this general Knowledee of due im-
portance, I have cndeavoured to fhew that

private duties arc never properly fulfilled un-

lefs the underftanding enlarges the heart ; and

that public virtue 1s only an agorcoate of
private,  But, the diftlintions “eftablithed in

focicty
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{ociety undermine both, by beating out the
folid gold of virtue, till 1t becomes only the
tinfcl-covering of vice; for whillt wealth
renders a man more refpedable than virtue,
wealth will be fought before virtue; and,
 whilft women’s perfons are carefled, when a
childifh fimper thews ain ablence of mind—

the mind will lie fallow.  Yet, truc volup-
tuoufnels muft proceed from the mind—for

what can cqual the fenfations produced by
mutual affeCtion, fupported by mutual re-
fpect! What are the cold, or fevenith carefles
of appetite, but fin embracing death, com-
pared with the modeft overflowings of a pure
heart and exalted mmagmation? Yes, let me
tell the libertine of fancy when he defpifes
underftanding 1 woman—that the mind,
which he difregards, gives life to the enthu-
faftic affeCtion from which rapture, thort-
lived as it 1s, alonc can flow! And, that,
without virtue, a {exual attachment muft ex-
pire, like a tallow candle in the {ocket, creat-
ing intolerable difguit. "To prove this, I
need only obferve, that men: who have wafted
great part of their lives with women, and
with whom they have fought for pleafure
with eager thirft, catertain the meaneft opi-
nion of the fex,—Virtue, true reimner of joy !

~1f
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—if foolith men were to fright thee from
carth, inorderto give loofe to all their appe-
tites without a check—Iome fenfual wight
of tafte would {cale the heavens to 1mvite thee
back, to give a zcft to pleafure !

That women at prefent are by 1gnorance
rendered foolith or vicious, 15, 1 thnk, not
to be difputed; and, that the moft falutary

L &

elfes tending to imorove mankind might be
expected from a zvoruTioN m female man-
ners, appears, at leaft, witha face of proba-
bility, to rife ous of the oblervation. For
as marriage has been termed the parent of
thole endearing charities which draw man
from the brutal herd, the corrupting inter-
courfe that wealth, 1dlenics, and folly, pro-
duce between the {exes, 15 more unwerfally
wjurions to morality than all the other vices
of mankind colleltively conlidered, To adul-
terous luft the moft facred duties are facri-
ficed, becaule before marriage, men, by a
promifcuous wtimacy with women, learned
to confider love as a feliith oratification—
learned to feparate 1t not only from eftecm,
but from the aticchion mercly built on habat,
which mixes alittle humamty with 16, Juls
tice and fricnd(hip are alio fet at defance,
and that purity of tafte 15 witiated which

wouid
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would naturally lead a man to relith an artlefs
difplay of aftettion rather than affeéted airs.
But that noble fimplieity of aftettion, which
dares to appear unadorned, has few attrace
tions for the libertine, thouch it be the
charm, which by cementing the matrimonial
tie, {ecures to the pledges of a warmer paf-
fion the neceflary parental attention; for chil-
dren will never be properly educated tifl
friend(hip {ubQfts between parents. Virtue
flies from a houfe divided agamft itlelf—and a
whoic legion of dzvils take up their refidence
there,

The affction of hufbands and wives can-
not be purc when they have fo few fenti-
ments in common, aud when {o little confi-
dence 15 eftablithed at home, as muft be the
cafe when their purfuits are {o different. That
intimacy from which tendernefs thould fiow,
will not, cannot {ubfift betwecn the vicious,

Contending, therefore, that the fexual dif-
tinction which men have o warmly infifted
upon, is arbitrary, I have dwelt on an ob-
{ervation, that {everal {en{ible men,with whom
I have converfed on the fubject, allowed to be
well founded; and it 1s imply this, that the
httle chaflity to be found amongtt men, and
confequent difregard of modelty, tend to de-
' grade

.+
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erade both fexes; and further, that tne mo-
defty of women, charaterized as {uch, will
often be only the artful veil of wantonnefs
inftead of being the natural refleftion of pu-
rity, till modefty be univerfally refpeted.

From the tyranny of man, I firmly believe,
the greater number of female follies proceed;
and the cunning, which I allow makes at pre-
fent a part of their charaller, I likewife have
repeatedly endeavoured to prove, is pro-
duced by oppreflion,

Were not diffenters, for inftance, a clafs
of 'people, with {tnét truth, charaltenized as
cunning? And may I not lay fome ftrefs on
this fact to prove, that when any power but
reafon curbs the free fpirit of man, difimula-
tion 1s practifed, and the various fhifts of art
are naturally called forth? Great attention to
decorum, which was carried to a degree of
{crupulofity, and all that puerile buftle about
trifles and confequential folemuity, which
Butler’s caricature of a diffenter, brings before
the imagination, fhaped their perfons as well as
their minds in the mould of prim littlenefs.
I {peak collettively, for I know how many
ornaments to human nature have been en-
rolled amongft {eftartes; yet, I affert, that
the fame narrow prejudice for their{e, which

Gg women
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women have for their families, prevailed in the
diffenting part of the community, however
worthy i1n other refpe@ts; and alfo that
the fame timid prudence, or headftrong
offorts, often difgraced the exertions of
both, Oppreflion thus formed many of the
features of their charalter perfe@tly to coincide
with that of the opprefled half of mankind;
for 1s 1t not notorious that diflenters were, like
women, fond of deliberating together, and
afking advice of each other, till by a com-
plication of little contrivances, fome little
end was brought about? A fimilar attention
to preferve their reputation was conipicuous
in the diflenting and female world, and was

produced by a fimilar caufe.

Afferting the rights which women n com-
mon with men ought to contend for, I have
not attempted to extenuate their faults; but
to prove them to be the natural confequence of
their education and ftation i fociety. If {o,
it is reafonable to fuppofe that they will change
their charader, and corret their vices and
follies, when they arc allowed to be free 1n

a phyfical, moral, and civil {enfe*.

Let

% 1 had further enlarged on the advantages which might

reafonably be expefled to refult from an improvement In
female



RIGHTS OF WOMAN, 451

Let woman fhare the rights and fhe will

emulate the virtues of man; for the muft
grow more perfeCt when emancipated, or

juftify the authority that chains fuch a weak
being to her duty.—If the latter, it will be
cxpedient to open a frefh trade with Ruffia
for whips; a prefent which a father fhould
always make to his fon-in-law on his
wedding day, that a hufband may keep his
whole family 1 order by the fame means;
and without any violation of juftice reign,
wielding this fceptre, fole mafter of his houfe,
becaufe he 1s the only being in it who has

reafon :—the divine, indefeafible earthly fo-
vereignty breathed into man by the Maf-
ter of the umwerfe, Allowing this po-

fition, women have not any inherent rights
to clam; and, by the fame rule, their
duties vanifh, for rights and duties are in-
{eparable.

Be 1uft then, O ye men of underftanding !
and mark not more feverely what wo-
men do amifs, than the vicious tricks of

female manners, towards the general reformation of fo-

ciety ; but it appeared to me that fuch refleGtions would
more properly clole the laft volume,

thc_
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the horfe or the afs for whom ye provide
provénder—-—and allow her the privileges of
ignorance, to whom ye deny the rights of
reafon, or ye will be worfe than Egyptin
tafk-mafters, expefting virtue where nature
has not given underftanding !

END OF THE FIRST VOLUME.



